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FORT WAYNE — Clergy, liturgical ministers, cate-
chists and other lay leaders gathered at Bishop
Dwenger High School March 26 to attend the day-
long workshop titled, “Mystical Body, Mystical
Voice: Encountering Christ in the Words of the
Mass.” Those attending were offered a comprehen-
sive formation for the upcoming implementation of
the new translation of the Roman Missal. 

The English words of the Mass have been more
faithfully retranslated from the official Latin text, and
Catholics will begin using these new words on the
first Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, 2011.

The workshop was presented by the Liturgical
Institute at the University of St. Mary of the Lake in
Mundelein, Ill., and coordinated by the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend offices of catechesis and
worship.

Presenter Father Douglas Martis is the director of
the Liturgical Institute. He is a priest of the Diocese
of Joliet, Ill., and chair of the Worship Department at
Mundelein Seminary of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Father Martis teamed up with presenter Evan
Stricklin, who serves as a lay pastoral minister at a
suburban parish in the Diocese of Metuchen, N.J., for
the Fort Wayne workshop.

The day was broken into five sessions.
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POPE SIGNS GUEST BOOK
DURING MEMORIAL VISIT

All Catholic young adults, ages 18 to 39,
are invited to a special opportunity to

receive the sacrament of Reconciliation on
Tuesday, April 12, from 6-11 p.m. The sacra-
mental evening, sponsored by the Office of
Campus and Young Adult Ministry, and
themed, “Has it been a while ... ?” will be
offered in both South Bend and Fort Wayne.

Mary Glowaski, director of the Office of
Campus and Young Adult Ministry, says the
diocese hopes to reach the young adult pop-
ulation where they are. “Our experience of
young adults is they are very busy and some
are perhaps disconnected from the Church. ...
We wanted to make Reconciliation accessi-
ble to them.”

This creative initiative, led by the efforts of
Campus and Young Adult Minister Allison
Sturm, will offer as many as 13 confessors at
both the Cathedral of the Immaculate

Conception in Fort
Wayne and St.
Matthew co-
Cathedral in South
Bend. The hours are
set in the evening to
accommodate the
working lifestyle of
the Catholic young
adults of the diocese. 

“There is no prayer service,” says
Glowaski. “We just want them to stop by
after work or later in the evening after
they’ve been out.”

According to Glowaski, 18 percent of the
Catholic Church is made up of young adults
ages 18- 29. And statistics show that only 17
percent of that 18 percent regularly practice
their faith. “We can insist that the young peo-
ple experience the Church the way we have
— and they’ll keep leaving. Or we can take
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Pope Benedict XVI signs a guest book dur-

ing a visit to the Ardeatine Caves

Memorial in Rome March 27. The site

honors 335 Italian citizens who were killed

there by the Nazis in 1944.

Young adults offered unique
Reconciliation opportunity 
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Father Douglas Martis, director of the Liturgical Institute at the University of St. Mary of
the Lake in Mundelein, Ill., fields questions from workshop participants at the “Mystical
Body, Mystical Voice: Encountering Christ in the Words of the Mass” workshop held at
Bishop Dwenger High School on March 26. 
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TODAY’S CATHOLIC Diocese disperses
$195,112 to 11
‘needy’ projects

B Y  V I N C E  L A B A R B E R A

24th Annual Bishop’s Appeal
Percent of Donor Participation

Parish Rate of Participation
Blessed Sacrament, Albion 94.1
St. Louis, Besancon 84.8
St. Rose of Lima, Monroeville 73.9
St. Catherine, Nix Settlement 70.4
Immaculate Conception, Ege 68.4
St. Joseph, Roanoke 68.1
St. Joseph, Hessen Cassel 66.8
St. Hedwig, South Bend 63.0
St. Thomas the Apostle, Elkhart 59.7
St. Aloysius, Yoder 59.2
St. Joseph, South Bend 59.0
St. Francis Xavier, Pierceton 58.7
Sacred Heart, Fort Wayne 58.2
St. Mary of the Presentation, Geneva 58.2
Immaculate Conception, Auburn 57.2
St. Michael the Archangel, Waterloo 56.4
St. Robert Bellarmine, N. Manchester 55.1
St. John Bosco, Churubusco 53.3
St. Joseph, Bluffton 52.4
St. Anthony de Padua, South Bend 52.3
St. Mary of the Assumption, Avilla 52.2
St. Gaspar del Bufalo, Rome City 52.1
Immaculate Conception, Kendallville 52.1
St. Patrick, Ligonier 50.9
St. John the Baptist, Fort Wayne 50.3
St. Patrick, South Bend 50.2
St. Jude, Fort Wayne 50.1
St. Stanislaus, New Carlisle 50.0
St. Stanislaus (South Bend) 49.5
St. Vincent de Paul, Fort Wayne 48.3
St. Catherine of Siena, South Bend 47.7
St. Patrick, Arcola 47.0
Little Flower, South Bend 46.1
St. Henry, Fort Wayne 45.7
St. Mary of the Angels, Big Long Lake 45.3
St. Mary of the Assumption, Decatur 45.3
St. Joseph, LaGrange 45.2
St. Charles Borromeo, Fort Wayne 45.1
St. Paul of the Cross, Columbia City 45.0
Queen of Angels, Fort Wayne 45.0
Our Lady of Good Hope, Fort Wayne 43.7
St. Therese, Fort Wayne 42.4
Christ the King, South Bend 42.2
Corpus Christi, South Bend 41.2
St. Pius X, Granger 41.1
St. Monica, Mishawaka 40.8
St. John the Baptist, South Bend 40.3
St. Joseph, Garrett 39.7
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Wayne 39.6
St. Mary, Fort Wayne 39.6
St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend 39.4
St. John the Baptist, New Haven 39.3
Holy Cross, South Bend 39.2
St. Mary of the Annunciation, Bristol 38.7
St. Patrick, Fort Wayne 38.6
Sacred Heart, Notre Dame 38.4
St. Peter, Fort Wayne 38.3
Holy Family, South Bend 38.0
St. Paul Chapel, Clear Lake 37.3
St. Patrick, Walkerton 35.9
St. Bernard, Wabash 35.8
Our Lady of Hungary, South Bend 34.8
St. Mary of the Lake, Culver 33.3
St. Casimir, South Bend 33.3
Most Precious Blood, Fort Wayne 32.9
St. Mary, Huntington 32.6
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Warsaw 31.8
St. Martin de Porres, Syracuse 31.3
St. Augustine, South Bend 31.3
Queen of Peace, Mishawaka 30.7
Cathedral/Conception, Fort Wayne 30.5
St. Anthony of Padua, Angola 30.2
St. Dominic, Bremen 29.9
Ss. Peter and Paul, Huntington 29.5
Sacred Heart, Warsaw 28.6
St. Joseph, Mishawaka 27.2
St. Vincent de Paul, Elkhart 26.8
St. John the Evangelist, Goshen 25.6
St. Michael, Plymouth 24.9
St. Bavo, Mishawaka 24.8
St. Joseph, Fort Wayne 23.1
St. Adalbert, South Bend 15.8

24th Annual Bishop’s Appeal 
Percent of Goal Reached

Parish Percentage of goal reached
St. Anthony de Padua, South Bend 237.5
Blessed Sacrament, Albion 218.5
St. Thomas the Apostle, Elkhart 204.0
St. John the Baptist, Fort Wayne 183.3
St. Rose of Lima, Monroeville 180.8
St. Francis Xavier, Pierceton 178.0
St. Patrick, Ligonier 176.6
Immaculate Conception, Kendallville 172.0
St. Pius X, Granger 170.4
St. Michael the Archangel, Waterloo 169.4
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Warsaw 168.7
Most Precious Blood, Fort Wayne 162.1
St. Paul Chapel, Clear Lake 156.9
Immaculate Conception, Auburn 153.1
St. Mary of the Assumption, Decatur 153.1
St. Louis, Besancon 152.7
St. Joseph, Garrett 152.4
St. Joseph, South Bend 150.8
St. Dominic, Bremen 150.7
St. Vincent de Paul, Fort Wayne 145.0
Christ the King, South Bend 144.7
St. Mary of the Annunciation, Bristol 143.8
St. Michael, Plymouth 143.6
St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend 143.2
Sacred Heart, Notre Dame 142.2
St. Aloysius, Yoder 140.3
St. John the Baptist, New Haven 138.9
St. Patrick, Arcola 136.6
St. Monica, Mishawaka 135.6
St. Adalbert, South Bend 134.5
Our Lady of Good Hope, Fort Wayne 134.2
St. Mary of the Assumption, Avilla 133.9
St. Vincent de Paul, Elkhart 133.3
Our Lady of Hungary, South Bend 132.8
St. Bernard, Wabash 132.1
St. Charles Borromeo, Fort Wayne 131.6
St. Jude, Fort Wayne 130.9
St. Gaspar del Bufalo, Rome City 130.8
St. Mary of the Presentation, Geneva 130.3
St. Joseph, Bluffton 130.1
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Wayne 129.6
St. Patrick, South Bend 128.3
Immaculate Conception, Ege 126.3
St. Catherine of Siena, South Bend 125.4
St. Mary, Huntington 125.2
St. Robert Bellarmine, North Manchester 124.5
St. Mary of the Angels, Big Long Lake 123.9
St. Catherine, Nix Settlement 123.9
Holy Cross, South Bend 123.8
St. Joseph, LaGrange 121.3
St. John the Baptist, South Bend 121.3
St. Anthony of Padua, Angola 120.2
St. Stanislaus, New Carlisle 119.4
Queen of Angels, Fort Wayne 117.7
St. Joseph, Hessen Cassel 117.0
St. Joseph, Roanoke 115.4
Queen of Peace, Mishawaka 115.1
St. Paul of the Cross, Columbia City 114.9
St. Augustine, South Bend 113.9
St. Martin de Porres, Syracuse 112.7
St. Peter, Fort Wayne 112.7
St. John Bosco, Churubusco 112.3
Ss. Peter and Paul, Huntington 110.4
Cathedral/Conception, Fort Wayne 110.0
St. Joseph, Mishawaka 109.7
St. Mary, Fort Wayne 109.4
Sacred Heart, Fort Wayne 109.0
Sacred Heart, Warsaw 108.1
St. Patrick, Walkerton 107.8
St. Joseph, Fort Wayne 106.4
Holy Family, South Bend 106.2
St. Patrick, Fort Wayne 106.0
St. Henry, Fort Wayne 105.1
St. Bavo, Mishawaka 104.6
St. Casimir, South Bend 101.9
St. Stanislaus, South Bend 101.4
Corpus Christi, South Bend 100.0
St. Mary of the Lake, Culver 100.0
St. Therese, Fort Wayne 100.0
St. John the Evangelist, Goshen 100.0
St. Hedwig, South Bend 100.0
Little Flower, South Bend 100.0

The Annual Bishop’s Appeal of the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend includes a funding pro-
gram to assist less affluent parishes. A Parishes-

in-Need Fund Committee met recently to review parish
requests for “needy” projects. The committee recom-
mended a total of $195,112 be granted to 11 parishes
for 20 essential projects, enabling them a more stable
existence. The grants were approved by Bishop Kevin
C. Rhoades.

“Obviously, we can’t meet every request submitted
by the parishes,” said Msgr. Robert C. Schulte, vicar
general/chancellor of the diocese. “We have to consider
the nature of each request in light of the total needs and
financial resources of the parish as well as the other
parishes in the diocese requesting funding assistance,”
he continued. A total amount of $312,773 in requests
were submitted this year. 

“If all or part of a request cannot be met, often the
committee will recommend the parish apply to another
fund of financial resource in the diocese or community,
or seek other alternatives,” Msgr. Schulte added.

Some funds usually remain in the account for use
throughout the year by parishes when a new need aris-
es, Msgr. Schulte indicated. If all the money is not used
in 2011, however, it will be carried over and allocated
to next year’s Parishes-in-Need fund, he explained.

“Hopefully, this money will strengthen these parish-
es financially, increase their outreach and improve their
ability to do the work of Christ,” said Bishop Rhoades. 

This year’s allocation of Parishes-in-Need funds
brings to $5,043,947 the amount granted from the
Annual Bishop’s Appeal to parishes in need during the
24 years of the Annual Bishop’s Appeal. 

This year’s primary parish projects include:
Fort Wayne

• St. Henry — a $2,000 parish subsidy 
• Queen of Angels — $15,000 for two new air con-

ditioning units for the church and $15,000 for new win-
dows and doors for the rectory

• St. Therese — $19,000 to replace aluminum sid-
ing, replace windows and install additional insulation,
$8,000 to resurface parking lots used by both the parish
and school, and $5,000 to have all floors in the school
professionally stripped 
Fort Wayne area

• St. Mary of the Assumption, Avilla — $32,000 to
repair west end of the church roof, repair or replace
gutters, tuck-pointing and repair interior wall due to
water damage

• St. Patrick, Ligonier — $20,000 to repair cracks in
floor and ceiling, remove carpet and floor tile, pur-
chase, paint and install steel beams and columns
South Bend

• Holy Cross — $6,357 to repair stained-glass win-
dow in the church due to snow causing damage

• Holy Family — $15,000 to replace 20 sets of win-
dows in school

• Our Lady of Hungary — $5,500 for replacement
of three-inch Honeywell Steam valve and main heating
control valve, $2,325 to survey boiler building control
system, and replace thermostats and radiators, and
$1,700 for plaster repair in entryways and resource
teacher’s classroom

• St. Augustine — $5,000 for parish subsidy and
$2,000 to hire someone to put parish data on ParishSoft

• St. John the Baptist — $5,680 to replace windows
on the rectory and $550 for roofing repairs
South Bend Area

• St. Monica, Mishawaka — $15,000 to upgrade and
repair electrical wiring and lighting in church, $10,000 to
replace sidewalk surrounding church to school and
$10,000 to replace church bell tower roof.
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PUBLIC SCHEDULE OF

BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES

• Saturday, April 2, to Saturday, April 9 — Meeting of the
International Catholic-Reformed Theological Dialogue, Rome,
Italy 

what is essential, listen to them
and create something with them
that speaks to their experience and
to their hearts’ desire for God,”
she says.

The Church needs the inspira-
tion of the young adults and what
they know about God. Glowaski
says, “We have a responsibility to
frame things in a context that is
accessible to help them know how
much they’re needed and wanted
in the Church.” 

She adds that the young adults
are not just the future of the
Church, but also the present
Church.

The host of priests who will
participate in this initiative are
eager and willing to offer the
sacrament of Reconciliation to the

busy young adults of the diocese.
“The priests think it’s a great idea.
We recognize that it’s Lent and
this conflicts with parish services.
But so many of our constituency
are not connected to a parish,”
says Glowaski. This evening will
provide an additional opportunity
and accessibility to the sacrament.

In addition to the traditional
methods of extending the invita-
tion to the young adults of the dio-
cese, including parish bulletin
blurbs, radio and newspaper ads
and flyers, the primary source the
Office of Campus and Young
Adult Ministry will be using is
social networking. The office
will invite their friends on
Facebook at Fort Wayne Area
Catholic Young Adults and their
website at
www.diocesefwsb.org/diocesan-
offices/campus-young-adult-min-
istry.

For more information contact
Office of Campus and Young
Adult Ministry at (260) 483-3661.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UNIQUE

Report abuse

It remains important for our Church to protect
children and young persons from the evils of
abuse. To abuse a child is a sin. The Diocese of

Fort Wayne-South Bend remains committed to
upholding and following its guidelines, policies and
procedures that were implemented for the Protection
of Children and Young People. These can be
reviewed on the diocese’s website, www.diocese-
fwsb.org under “Safe Environment.”

If you have reason to believe that a child may be
a victim of child abuse or neglect, Indiana law
requires that you report this to civil authorities. If
you or someone you know was abused as a child or
young person by an adult, you are encouraged to
notify appropriate civil authorities of that abuse. In
addition, if the alleged abuser is or was a priest or
deacon of the Catholic Church, you are encouraged
to contact Mary Glowaski, victim assistance coordi-
nator, (260) 399-1458, e-mail: mglowaski@diocese-
fwsb.org, or Rev. Msgr. Robert Schulte, vicar gener-
al of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, at P.O.
Box 390, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46801, or at (260)
399-1419, e-mail: mraatz@diocesefwsb.org. The
diocese is committed to helping prevent the abuse or
neglect of children and young people and to assist
those who claim to have suffered harm as a result of
such abuse.

Permanece importante para nuestra Iglesia prote-
ger a los niños y jóvenes adultos de los actos malé-
ficos del abuso. Abusar a un niño es pecado. La
Diócesis de Fort Wayne-South Bend permanece
comprometida en mantener y seguir sus directrices,
pólizas y procedimientos que fueron implementados
para la Protección de Niños/as y Personas Jóvenes.
Esto se puede observar en la página cibernética de
la Diócesis, www.diocesefwsb.org bajo la sección
de Ambiente Seguro “Safe Enviornment.”

Si usted tiene razón para creer que un niño puede
ser victima de abuso o negligencia, la ley de Indiana
requiere que usted reporte esto a las autoridades
civiles. Si usted o alguien que usted conoce fue abu-
sado, ya sea niño o persona joven por un adulto, lo
animamos a que notifique las autoridades civiles
apropiadas de ese abuso. También, si el alegado
abusador es o fue un sacerdote o diacono de la
Iglesia Católica, lo animamos contactar a Mary
Glowaski, Coordinadora de Asistencia de Victimas,
(260)-399-1458, correo electrónico:
mglowaski@diocesefwsb.org, o al Rev. Msgr.
Robert Schulte, Vicario General de la Diócesis de
Fort Wayne - South Bend, al P.O. Box 390, Fort
Wayne, Indiana, 46801, o al (260) 399-1419, correo
electrónico: mraatz@diocesefwsb.org. La Diócesis
esta comprometida en ayudar a prevenir el abuso
o negligencia de niños y personas jóvenes y dar
asistencia a aquellos quienes reclaman haber sufri-
do daño como resultado de tal abuso.

Palm Sunday’s six-church
pilgrim walk highlights
Christ’s passion

SOUTH BEND — The high
school age youth and young
adults of the diocese are invit-
ed along with other interested
faithful to participate in a six-
church passion walk on Palm
Sunday led by Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades. The pilgrimage will
offer the youth an extraordi-
nary opportunity to not only
pray the Stations of the Cross
and celebrate Mass as a com-
munity, but to present a public
witness to their faith as well.
No registration is required.

The pilgrims of the faith
community are invited to gath-
er at St. Joseph Church parking
lot, located at 226 N. Hill St. in
South Bend, between 11:15
and 11:45 a.m. on Sunday,
April 17. The pilgrimage will
begin promptly at noon when
those in attendance will sing
hymns and pray the sorrowful
mysteries of the rosary. A brief
corresponding parish history
will be read at each of the six
churches on the journey.

Bishop Rhoades will then
lead the travelers to St. Patrick
Church, located at 309 S.
Taylor St., where the pilgrims
will begin their meditation on

the Lord’s journey to Calvary
by praying the first four sta-
tions there. The next four sta-
tions will be witnessed at St.
Hedwig Church, 331 S. Scott
St. As the group processes
again through the streets of
South Bend they will stop next
at St. Augustine Church, 1501
W. Washington St., to pray sta-
tions 9-12 and finally conclude
the Way of the Cross by pray-
ing the last two stations at St.
Stanislaus Church, 415 N.
Brookfield St.

Following the completion of
the Lord’s Passion, the pilgrims
will exit St. Stanislaus Church
for the distribution and bless-
ing of the palms, and the
proclamation of the Gospel
outside the church. Finally the
pilgrimage will route the faith-
ful to Holy Cross Church, 1050
Wilbur, where they will join
Bishop Rhoades in the celebra-
tion of Palm Sunday Mass at 4
p.m. A simple reception will
follow. Buses will be provided
to transport pilgrims back to St.
Joseph Church.

B Y  K A Y  C O Z A D

The first session was titled
“Word Become Flesh.” The ses-
sion discussed how to prepare
parishes for the new Missal by
laying the groundwork for liturgi-
cal understanding. The session
covered an introduction to liturgi-
cal and sacramental theology,
Christ present in the liturgy and
how Christ continues to work in
the sacraments.

“The reality of the liturgy is
Christ the Word. In Him and in
His Mystical Body, the restored
dialogue of love resonates in the
world today. The words of the
liturgy are sacramental signs of
the Word. To speak, hear, sing
and pray the words of the Mass is
to encounter the Word, Jesus
Christ,” said Father Martis, to
summarize the session.

The second session was titled
“Maturing in the Word.” Father
Martis and Stricklin spoke of a
continuous thread of liturgical
instruction. There exists continu-
ity between the Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy and the Third
Typical Edition of The Roman
Missal in English. The Church’s
practice of translating has
matured over 50 years. And per-
taining to vernacular translations,
a number of principles — theo-
logical, ritual and linguistic —
are now used by the Church to
translate liturgical texts. 

The third session titled
“Liturgy of the Word,” and the
fourth session, “Liturgy of the
Eucharist,” provided an in depth
look at the translation changes of
the Mass.

The final session was titled
“Tips for Catechesis.” It offered
tips for clergy and laity to suc-
cessfully implement the new

translation. The laity is encour-
aged to make spiritual prepara-
tion by praying over the Mass
texts, to read the explanation of
Mass texts, to attend or organize
local study sessions, to be atten-
tive to the texts and ask questions
about their origin and meaning,
and to join a Catholic Bible
study. 

Father Derrick Sneyd, pastor
of Immaculate Conception Parish
in Auburn, attended the workshop
with 27 parishioners. He plans to
provide training to prepare his
parishioners for the implementa-
tion of the new translation of the
Mass. “I’m planning before every
liturgy, I will do a five minute
PowerPoint — very brief and
succinct — and it will be a con-
tinuing thing starting after sum-
mer,” Father Sneyd said. He
plans to use examples of the “old
words that are being reinserted
into the new translation.” He said
he will also provide adult educa-
tion on a greater level.

He thought the day was won-
derful, “and it reinforces our role
as priests,” he said, “a representa-
tive of Jesus for the community.
And it’s also educational. It
brings back a lot of thinking, a
lot of history, so it’s very nice.”

Many who attended cited the
importance of being attentive to
the words. Ben Wagner, the youth
director at St. Joseph Church in
Bluffton, said, “I think the new
translation will be very effective
to reaching out to all ages to
develop a deeper appreciation of
the liturgy and its historical
beginnings.”

Michelle Paxton, the adminis-
trative assistant and director of
religious education at St. Joseph
Parish, added, “I am excited.
Vatican II is all I’ve ever known.
I’m excited because it gives us
cradle Catholics a deeper mean-
ing in what we are saying.”

Cheryl Whitaker, principal of

St. Louis Academy, Besancon, in
rural New Haven, told Today’s
Catholic, “I really enjoyed the
presentation today because I
think the new translation will
make us more present in the
Mass.”

Whitaker explained, “We all
have to pay attention to the words
and as cradle Catholics we take
those words for granted. We
learned them. They’re rote. And
unless you are really concentrat-
ing, sometimes you lose sight of
being in the Mass.”

She was recently discussing
the implementation with her hus-
band, who just joined the Church
two years ago. “Even though he
is a full member,” Whitaker relat-
ed, “there is still that little bit of a
(feeling) that he doesn’t know all
the prayers, that he’s different
than everyone else. And this puts
the new Catholics on an equal
footing with cradle Catholics
because we all are starting from
the same point now.”

Brian MacMichael, director of
the Office of Worship, said, “This
is a very exciting and important
time, and a fulfillment of the goal
of the Second Vatican Council
that we strive to engage the heart
of the Roman Catholic Church’s
rich liturgical tradition in our ver-
nacular prayer. We who are
preparing for the implementation
of the new Missal are very grate-
ful to the Liturgical Institute for
developing this excellent work-
shop and taking it around the
country. In particular, it’s great
that they focus on what matters
most — how this new English
translation, which is so grounded
in Scripture, should help all of us
enter into a deeper and more rev-
erent sacramental encounter with
Jesus Christ at Mass.”

The same workshop was
offered at Marian High School in
Mishawaka on March 5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MASS
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Confession is a teaching moment 
for priest, penitent, says pope 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
sacrament of Confession can be a
teaching moment for both priest
and penitent, Pope Benedict XVI
said.

While penitents can discover
grace and hope from God’s love
and forgiveness, priests hearing
confession can be inspired to be
more honest, humble and transpar-
ent about their own sins, he said.

The pope made his comments
during an audience March 25 with
participants attending a course
sponsored by the Apostolic
Penitentiary — a Vatican court that
that handles issues related to the
sacrament of Penance.

The pope said confessors can
learn so much from “exemplary
penitents about their spiritual life,
the seriousness with which they
examine their conscience, about
their transparency in recognizing

their own sins and their docility
toward Church teaching and rec-
ommendations from the confes-
sor.”

“We can learn great lessons
about humility and faith” when
administering the sacrament of
Penance, the pope said.

A priest’s faith in God and in
God’s mercy can be strengthened
every time he assists and witnesses
true “miracles of conversion,” he
said.

By hearing confession, a priest
will “visit the depths of the human
heart, even its darker side,” which
can test the faith of priests just like
it tests other people’s faith, said the
pope. On the other hand, it also
can foster the certainty that evil
never has the last word and that
God and His mercy make all
things new, he said.

People not only learn about
humility and recognize their own
fragility when confessing their
sins, they become aware of their

need for God’s forgiveness and of
the fact that divine grace can trans-
form their lives, he said.

In a world “marked by noise,
distraction and solitude, the con-
versation between penitent and
confessor can be one of the few, if
not the only, occasion to be really
and completely listened to,” he
said.

The relativism of modern times
has weakened people’s knowledge
of their true being, which in turn
has led to people no longer prac-
ticing the sacrament of Penance,
the pope said.

Yet examining one’s conscience
in confession has enormous value
because it teaches people to “take
a sincere look at their existence
and confront it with the truth of the
Gospel and evaluate it with param-
eters that are not just man-made,
but that emerge from divine reve-
lation,” he said.

USCCB urges no change 
in federal housing 
discrimination rules

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Proposed changes in federal hous-
ing regulations to forbid discrimi-
nation based on “sexual orienta-
tion” or “gender identity” could
violate existing federal law and
force faith-based organizations to
end their “long and successful
track record in meeting housing
needs,” according to comments
filed by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Anthony R. Picarello Jr. and
Michael F. Moses, USCCB gener-
al counsel and associate general
counsel, respectively, said the pro-
posal by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
to add to the list of protected cate-
gories for which discrimination in
HUD programs is prohibited
“appears at odds” with the federal
Defense of Marriage Act, which
says marriage is the union of one
man and one woman.

“HUD should not create a new
protected classification where
there is no statutory policy under-
girding it and where the new clas-
sification flies in the face of a poli-
cy expressly adopted by
Congress,” they said.

The two attorneys filed the
comments on behalf of the
USCCB late March 25, the final
day of a 60-day comment period
on the proposed changes.

When HUD first proposed the
addition of the two new protected
categories Jan. 20, HUD Secretary
Shaun Donovan called it “a funda-
mental issue of fairness” and said
the agency’s aim was to clarify
that “a person’s eligibility for fed-
eral housing programs is, and
should be, based on their need and
not on their sexual orientation or
gender identity.”

The proposed rule would clari-
fy that the term “family,” as used
to describe eligible beneficiaries of
public housing and Housing
Choice Voucher programs, would
apply to any combination of adults
and children regardless of marital
status, sexual orientation or gen-
der. HUD rules already prohibit
discrimination based on marital
status.

Picarello and Moses noted in
their comments that faith-based
organizations “fulfill a vital role as
partners in implementing HUD
and other government housing
programs.”

Last year, for example, Catholic
Charities agencies assisted nearly
half-a-million people with housing
services, and in 2007 they spon-
sored or were affiliated with pro-
grams that provided housing or
housing-related services to
662,954 clients, according to a
study by the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate.

Catholic Charities housing pro-
grams were “especially likely to
have served ... persons with
HIV/AIDS,” the CARA study
said. That suggests “that not only
does the Church not decline serv-
ices to, but actively serves, a client
base that includes large numbers
of homosexual clients,” the attor-
neys said.

Catholic dioceses and religious
orders also are actively involved in
housing programs, the USCCB
comments noted.

“It is especially imperative,
given their large role in meeting
the housing needs of the poor, eld-
erly, disabled and others, that such
faith-based and other organizations
not be required, as a condition of
participating in such programs, to
compromise or violate their reli-
gious beliefs,” Picarello and
Moses said.

“To continue to participate in
these programs, these organiza-
tions must retain the freedom they
have always had, when meeting
housing needs, to avoid place-
ments for shared housing that
would violate their religious
beliefs,” they added.

The attorneys stressed that “we
are not suggesting that any person
should be denied housing.”

In addition to the proposed rule
change, HUD is conducting a
national study about housing dis-
crimination against gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgendered
Americans. The agency conducts a
study every 10 years about hous-
ing discrimination on the basis of
race or color.

B Y  C A R O L  G L A T Z
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Pro-life, school choice legislation affected by Democrats walkout
INDIANAPOLIS — After a five-
week hiatus, House Democrats
return to the statehouse. Their
absence has taken a toll not only
on the patience of Republicans in
the House and Senate, but the
passage of pro-life and school
choice legislation that the Indiana
Catholic Conference has marked
as top priorities for the year, also
may be in jeopardy.

The two potential casualties of
the political war over collective
bargaining and education reform
that caused the walkout are an
informed consent bill HB 1210
authored by Rep. Eric Turner, R-
Cicero, and the school scholar-
ship bill HB 1003, authored by
Rep. Bob Behning, R-
Indianapolis.

Both bills passed out of com-
mittee and were headed for sec-
ond reading on the House floor
when the walkout occurred. 

Behning said, “The walkout
has definitely made life more dif-
ficult. But the positive side of this
is we have a solid commitment
from the House Republicans, the
Senate Republicans and the gov-
ernor that education reform is
going to move forward despite
the fact that the House Democrats
have decided to vacate the state.”

Behning said, “The governor
has made it very clear that educa-
tion reform is a priority for him.
He spoke to us during one of our
caucus meetings, which doesn’t
happen very often. He told us that
if the Democrats don’t come back
to pass a budget, he will keep
calling them back for a special
session until the end of the year if
he has to so they can ‘do the peo-
ple’s business, pass a budget and
pass education reform,’” said
Behning.

“Our first preference would be
to move the bills off our calen-
dar,” said Behning. As a Plan B,
Behning said, “We are talking to
our Senate colleagues and look-
ing for homes for our agenda
items in Senate bills. Our last
option would be to put these bills
into the budget because every-
thing is germane in the budget,”
he said. “We hate to load the
budget up like this,” but Behning
said that would still be a way to
pass the education reform.

Under House Bill 1003, the
school scholarship, moderate to
low-income families would be
eligible to get up to 90 percent of
tuition cost to attend a private
school of the parent’s choice.
Each child in a qualifying family
would be eligible for up to
$4,500 in school scholarship
money to use at the private
school of the family’s choice.
Families with a 150 percent of
the free and reduced lunch
income would also be eligible for
a 50 percent scholarship. Only
students who were previously
enrolled in a public school would
be eligible for a scholarship.
There is no scholarship cap for
high school.

“I’m still optimistic that the
bill will pass because of the syn-
ergies that are together,” said

Behning. “I know that I have the
votes in the House. I know that
President Pro Tem Sen. David
Long has a commitment to move
the bill in the Senate.” 

Behning said that even though
he is hopeful that the education
reform package will pass, he said,
that it is always helpful and
appreciated to have supporters of

the reform package to make their
support known.

Turner explained a similar sce-
nario for his informed consent
bill, HB 1210, to be passed. “I
have every anticipation that HB
1210 will pass the House since
there are 53 co-authors on the
bill. That’s a pretty good indica-
tion you are going to get at least

51 votes,” said Turner. When the
bill gets to the floor, Turner said
he expects the bill to get 70 or 80
votes. “The pro-life bills are
largely bipartisan,” said Turner.

Turner calls himself “the eter-
nal optimist.” With the return of
the Democrats,“We will pass the
bill out of the House, and every-
thing will be back to normal,”
said Turner. “We may have to
work a little harder, work longer
days and work on Fridays, which
we normally don’t do.” Turner
said they need to leave the last
couple of weeks to hold confer-
ence committee meetings to iron
out the differences between the
House and Senate versions of
bills.

There are 109 bills in the
Senate. “The work also is being
done to find homes for priority
House bills,” said Turner. “I can
tell you the pro-life bills will be
among the priority bills.”

House Bill 1210, informed
consent for abortion, would
improve Indiana’s informed con-
sent law by including additional
information a pregnant woman
would receive prior to having an

abortion. The Senate passed SB
328, an informed consent bill
similar to Rep. Turner’s bill.
However, Turner’s bill also pro-
hibits abortions after 20 weeks
and prohibits insurance plans in
Indiana under the federally-man-
dated healthcare to provide abor-
tion coverage.

“I’m still very confident we
are going to pass a significant
pro-life bill out of the General
Assembly this session,” said
Turner.

Turner said that a “last resort”
or “Plan C” would be to put the
pro-life bills into the budget. 
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Plan A
Democrats return late March

to early April, Bill passes, moves
to Senate.

Legislature is back to normal.

Plan B
HB 1210 language is amended

into Senate Bill with similar
topic.

HB 1003 language is amended
into Senate Bill with similar
topic.

Passed by Senate, moves to
House for approval.

Plan C
HB 1210 and HB 1003

amended into budget.

Plan D
Governor calls lawmakers to

special session.
Process begins all over.

HB 1003, School
Scholarship Bill 

— Moderate to low income
families would be eligible to get
up to 90 percent of tuition cost to
attend a private school of the par-
ent’s choice. Each child in a qual-

ifying family would be eligible
for up to $4,500 in school schol-
arship money to use at the private
school of the family’s choice.
Families with a 150 percent of the
free and reduced lunch income
would also be eligible for a 50
percent scholarship. Only stu-
dents who were previously
enrolled in a public school would
be eligible for a scholarship.
There is no scholarship cap for
high school.

HB 1210, Informed
Consent Bill 

— Indiana’s informed consent
law for abortion would be

enhanced by including additional
information a pregnant woman
would receive prior to having an
abortion. The information would
be provided in writing and
include adoption alternatives,
risks associated with having an
abortion, notify the woman that
the baby could experience pain,
and medical information includ-
ing pictures of the gestational age
of the baby. It also prohibits late
term abortions after 20 weeks and
prohibits the federally-mandated
healthcare plan offered in Indiana
to cover abortion.

How lawmakers plan to pass Informed Consent HB 1210 and School Choice Scholarships HB 1003

(Source: Rep. Bob Behning,
R-Indianapolis & Rep. Eric
Turner, R-Cicero)

BOB BEHNING, R-INDIANAPOLIS ERIC TURNER, R-CICERO



Archbishop Buechlein
recovering after 
suffering mild stroke
INDIANAPOLIS (CNS) —
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein of
Indianapolis suffered a mild stroke
March 18 and was admitted to St.
Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis.
He was transferred to a rehabilita-
tion hospital March 23 to begin
three to four weeks of therapy.
According to The Criterion, the
archdiocesan newspaper, the arch-
bishop became dizzy while at home
March 18 and called 911. After
undergoing tests at St. Vincent,
doctors determined that he had suf-
fered a mild stroke. The archbishop
said the day-to-day operations and
ministries of the archdiocese would
continue as normal while he recu-
perates. He said he would appreci-
ate everyone’s prayers.

Catholic groups mobilize
after quake hits
Myanmar and Thailand
YANGON, Myanmar (CNS) —
Catholic organizations mobilized
to assess damage and casualties
caused by an earthquake and after-
shocks in northeastern Myanmar
and northern Thailand, reported
the Asian Church news agency
UCA News. A team of five from
Karuna Kengtung, the Church’s
charitable agency in the Diocese
of Kengtung, arrived on the scene
March 25 to collect data, said Daw
Rose Mary, executive secretary of
Karuna Myanmar Social Services
in Yangon. Others were purchas-
ing food and supplies to take to
the quake-affected areas, said a
Kengtung Karuna staff member. A
magnitude 6.8 earthquake struck
Thailand and Myanmar March 24,
followed by a magnitude 5.5 after-
shock March 25. At least 60 peo-
ple were dead, mostly in
Myanmar.

Pope Benedict appeals
for suspension 
of fighting in Libya
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI appealed for a sus-
pension of fighting in Libya and
the immediate start of a serious
dialogue aimed at restoring peace
to the North African country.
Speaking at his weekly blessing
March 27, the pope said he was
increasingly concerned at the
news from Libya, where rebels
supported by U.S. and European
airstrikes have battled the forces
of Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi. “My fear for the safety
and well-being of the civilian pop-
ulation is growing, as is my appre-
hension over how the situation is
developing with the use of arms,”
the pope said. “To international
agencies and to those with politi-
cal and military responsibility, I
make a heartfelt appeal for the
immediate start of a dialogue that
will suspend the use of arms,” he
said. The pope said that in
moments of great international
tension, there was more urgency

for diplomatic efforts that take
advantage of “even the weakest
sign of openness to reconciliation”
among the parties in conflict.
Solutions should be “peaceful and
lasting,” he said. The pope offered
a prayer for “the return of harmo-
ny in Libya” and throughout
North Africa.

Two pastors appointed
as auxiliary bishops 
for Detroit Archdiocese
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI has named Msgr.
Donald F. Hanchon and Father
Michael J. Byrnes, who are both
pastors in Detroit and also have
other duties in the Detroit
Archdiocese, to be auxiliary bish-
ops for the archdiocese. Bishop-
designate Hanchon, 63, is pastor
of Holy Redeemer Parish and
episcopal vicar for the central
region of the archdiocese. Bishop-
designate Byrnes, 52, is pastor of
Presentation/Our Lady of Victory
Parish and vice rector of Sacred
Heart Seminary. The appoint-
ments were announced March 22
in Washington by Archbishop
Pietro Sambi, apostolic nuncio to
the United States. Bishop-desig-
nate Hanchon was ordained a
priest for the Detroit Archdiocese
in 1974 and named a monsignor in
2005. Bishop-designate Byrnes
was ordained for the archdiocese
in 1996. The two will be ordained
as bishops May 5 at the Cathedral

of the Most Blessed Sacrament in
Detroit. Archbishop Allen H.
Vigneron of Detroit called the
appointments “a great blessing for
the archdiocese,” as well as an
honor for the two priests. He said
the two men, coming from differ-
ent paths and different genera-
tions, each bring unique gifts to
the local Church.

Catholics in Sendai 
deliver food to people
hit by Japanese disasters
SENDAI, Japan (CNS) — Despite
the post-tsunami chaos, parish-
ioners of Kita Sendai Catholic
Church have been busy delivering
food aid to victims of the deadly
quake and tsunami. Hiroko Haga,
one of the parishioners, told the
Asian Church news agency UCA
News that persistent distribution
difficulties in the city have meant
that “people must stand in line for
three hours to buy a slice of
bread,” so parishioners reach out
not only to the homeless but also
to the elderly and to nursing moth-
ers for whom the endless lines
would be too arduous. The ongo-
ing efforts of the parishioners
form a natural extension of chari-
table activities in which the
Church was already active, report-
ed the Asian Church news agency
UCA News. Violent aftershocks
— as strong as magnitude 6
March 24 — and the continued
disruption of gas supplies forced

parishioners to cook meals with
propane. Food was supplied by a
variety of organizations, including
Caritas Japan, food banks and
ecumenical groups. Dominican
Father Raymond Latour, pastor of
Kita Sendai, is also pastor of
Haramachi Church in
Minamisoma. He said those who
remained in Minamisoma were
forced to stay indoors because of
their proximity to the Fukushima
Dai-ichi nuclear plant; they had
only ramen noodles to eat. The
Sendai Diocese has 53 churches
and 8 mission stations. Serious
damage to Furukawa church in
Miyagi prefecture and Sukagawa
and Yumoto churches in
Fukushima prefecture rendered
them unusable. Otherwise, dam-
age to diocesan buildings was
described as “minimal.”

Father Corapi’s company
says action against priest
violates canon law
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A rep-
resentative of the media company
owned by Father John Corapi
challenged the action to place the
popular speaker on administrative
leave from priestly ministry, say-
ing that it was illicit under “sever-
al points of canon law.” Bobbi
Ruffatto, vice president of opera-
tions at Santa Cruz Media, Inc., in
Kalispell, Mont., charged in a
posting on Father Corapi’s
Facebook page March 25 that

Bishop William M. Mulvey of
Corpus Christi, Texas, acted
improperly, according to canon
lawyers consulted by the compa-
ny. The statement offered no spe-
cific citations of canon law.
However, Marty Wind, director of
communications for the Diocese
of Corpus Christi, disputed
Ruffatto’s claim that Bishop
Mulvey placed Father Corapi on
leave. He said the action was
taken by officials of the priest’s
order, the Society of Our Lady of
the Most Holy Trinity in
Robstown, Texas. “We have been
clear from the beginning that the
bishop of Corpus Christi was noti-
fied by the Society of Our Lady of
the Most Holy Trinity that the
administrative leave was imposed
by the Society of Our Lady of the
Most Holy Trinity, not the bishop
of the diocese,” Wind told
Catholic News Service March 25.
Father Corapi was placed on
administrative leave following an
accusation of misconduct by a for-
mer Santa Cruz Media employee.
The priest denied any wrongdoing
in a statement on his website
March 18. He gave little informa-
tion about the accusation except to
say a former employee had “sent a
three-page letter to several bish-
ops accusing me of everything
from drug addiction to multiple
sexual exploits with her and sever-
al adult women.”

Ferraro dies; first woman
to seek vice presidency
for major party
BOSTON (CNS) — Geraldine
Ferraro, a lawyer and former con-
gresswoman who in 1984 became
the first woman to seek the vice
presidency on a major political
party ticket, died March 26 at
Massachusetts General Hospital in
Boston. Ferraro was not only the
first woman on a major party’s
presidential ticket, she was the first
Catholic Democrat to be nominat-
ed after abortion became a signifi-
cant issue in political campaigns. A
family representative said she had
been suffering from a type of blood
cancer known as multiple myelo-
ma, which was first diagnosed in
1998. She was 75 years old. The
Associated Press reported that a
funeral Mass for Ferraro was to be
celebrated March 31 at the Church
of St. Vincent Ferrer in Manhattan.
AP said attendance at the funeral
would be limited to friends and
family and that no press coverage
would be permitted. Ferraro is sur-
vived by her husband, John
Zaccaro, and her children, Donna,
John Jr. and Laura. From the first
day of her campaign for vice presi-
dent — as running mate of former
Vice President Walter Mondale of
Minnesota — Ferraro was chal-
lenged about how she could be a
“good Catholic” and vote as she
did in support of legal abortion.
Throughout the campaign, Ferraro
was met by pro-life protesters and
was regularly challenged for say-
ing that, although she accepted
Church teaching that abortion is
wrong, a range of political posi-
tions on the topic could be accept-
able.
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NEWS BRIEFS

CNS PHOTO/ROMEO RANOCO,  REUTERS

Religious leaders sit below a large crucifix during a Mass and protest against a reproductive

health bill in Luneta Park in Manila, Philippines, March 25. Philippine lawmakers have

opened debate in the lower house on the bill that seeks to improve access to information

on contraception but faces strong opposition from the influential Catholic bishops.

LEADERS PROTEST AGAINST REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH BILL 
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