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TODAY’S CATHOLIC

BALTIMORE (CNS) — The 2010 fall general
assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops was devoted primarily to internal mat-
ters — the election of new conference leaders,
discussion of how their own statements should
be produced, budgetary and structural questions
and information about how they can better inte-
grate new media into diocesan structures.

They also affirmed an historic agreement to
recognize baptisms in four Protestant church
communities.

Public sessions made up the first two days
of the Nov. 15-18 assembly, with the bishops
spending the remainder of the meeting in exec-
utive session.

The last public action the bishops took was a
nearly unanimous vote Nov. 16 to approve the
preparation of a brief policy statement on
assisted suicide, which they will debate and
vote on at their spring assembly in June.

Before the afternoon vote Cardinal Daniel
N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, chairman of
the bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities,
outlined the “increasingly urgent threat” posed
by the wider use of assisted suicide in the
United States.

The one surprise of the meeting came Nov.
16 when the bishops voted for new leaders of
their conference. Breaking with precedent, the
sitting vice president, Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas
of Tucson, Ariz., was not elected to succeed
Chicago Cardinal Francis E. George, who was
completing his three-year term as president.

Bishop Kicanas lost to New York
Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan 128-111 in
third-ballot voting.

It marked the first time since the bishops’
conference was reorganized in 1966 following
the Second Vatican Council that a sitting vice
president who sought the presidency did not
win election. In two elections, in 1974 and
1977, circumstances dictated that the vice presi-
dent did not rise to lead the conference.

“I’m surprised, I’m honored, I’m flattered
and a tad intimidated,” Archbishop Dolan told
Catholic News Service shortly after being elect-
ed.

In a statement, Bishop Kicanas said he
respected the wisdom of his “brother bishops in
choosing their new president and vice presi-
dent. I greatly appreciated their expressions of
thanks to me for my service as vice president.”
He said that being vice president was “a mar-
velous experience” and he now looked forward
to focusing on the needs of his own diocese.

During the executive session Nov. 17,
Cardinal George named Bishop Kicanas chair-
man of the board of Catholic Relief Services,
the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and develop-
ment agency. Archbishop Dolan held the post
but had to vacate it upon his election as presi-
dent.

In other voting Nov. 16, the bishops also
chose treasurer Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Ky., as vice president and Bishop
Michael J. Bransfield of Wheeling-Charleston,
W.Va., as treasurer. They also selected chair-
men-elect for six committees. Archbishop Kurtz
and Bishop Bransfield took office at the conclu-
sion of the meeting, while the chairmen-elect
were to be in charge their committees begin-
ning in November 2011.

The election of officers and chairmen-elect
took place by electronic voting, with the results
available almost instantaneously. But the bish-
ops used a secret ballot to pick the next general
secretary of the USCCB. They chose Msgr.
Ronny E. Jenkins, a USCCB associate general
secretary since 2006.

A priest of the Diocese of Austin, Texas,

Msgr. Jenkins will succeed Msgr. David Malloy
at the close of the bishops’ spring assembly in
June.

The other candidate for general secretary
was Msgr. David Kagan, vicar general of the
Diocese of Rockford, Ill.

In other action Nov. 16, the bishops, by a
204-11 vote, affirmed the “Common Agreement
on Mutual Recognition of Baptism.” It was
drawn up over the past six years by a team of
scholars from the Catholic-Reformed dialogue
group, made up of representatives of the
USCCB, Christian Reformed Church in North
America, Presbyterian Church (USA),
Reformed Church in America and United
Church of Christ.

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of Atlanta,
chairman of the bishops’ Committee on
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, called
the bishops’ vote “a milestone on the ecumeni-
cal journey.”

The bishops approved a $180 million bal-
anced budget for the USCCB in 2011, but they
refused to agree to an increase in the assess-
ment on dioceses to fund the conference’s work
in 2012.

The bishops also agreed, with little discus-
sion, to an extension of the conference planning
cycle for one year to provide time for evalua-
tion of the 2007 conference reorganization and
a revised policy on the issuance of USCCB
statements and publications. The extension was
approved 218-9 and the new guidelines on
statements and publications by a vote of 219-3.

Five USCCB offices — Catholic Education,
National Collections, Pro-Life Activities,
Justice, Peace and Human Development, and
Migration and Refugee Services — had
requested exceptions to plans submitted earlier,
and the Committee on Priorities and Plans had
approved them.

The bishops approved changes for the first
four offices a 214-15 vote and then in a sepa-
rate vote, after some discussion, approved the
changes for MRS.

Cardinal George opened the first day of the
meeting with his farewell presidential address.
In it he criticized those who define the Church’s
usefulness by whether it provides “foot soldiers
for a political commitment, whether of the left
or the right.”

He devoted much of his talk to reviewing

the debate over healthcare reform earlier this
year and the “wound to the Church’s unity”
caused by differences over the final legislation.

In discussing health reform in his address,
Cardinal George said “developments since the
passage of the legislation” have confirmed that
“our analysis of what the law itself says was
correct and our moral judgments are secure.”
He did not specify what those developments
were.

The USCCB opposed passage of the final
health reform legislation, saying it would per-
mit federal funding of abortion, inadequately
protect the conscience rights of healthcare
providers and leave out immigrants. Other
Catholic groups, including the Catholic Health
Association and many orders of women reli-
gious, said the final bill and an executive order
signed by President Barack Obama would
exclude any possibility of federal money going
to pay for abortions under the health plan.

The cardinal addressed several other issues
in his outgoing speech, among them concern
for Christians in the Middle East. He said
Christians were “uniquely ... without protection
in the wake of the American invasion of Iraq.”

“As bishops, as Americans, we cannot turn
from this scene or allow the world to overlook
it,” Cardinal George said. The bishops also
affirmed a Nov. 9 letter he sent to President
Barack Obama, urging the U.S. government to
“redouble its efforts to assist Iraqis” in provid-
ing safety for its citizens, especially religious
minorities.

The bishops heard reports on the record
donations by U.S. Catholics for reconstruction
in Haiti; preparations for World Youth Day in
Spain in August 2011; the need for the bishops
to embrace social media to effectively evangel-
ize the “digital continent”; and the work of the
bishops’Ad Hoc Committee for the Defense of
Marriage to promote traditional marriage in the
face of legislative efforts to legalize same-sex
marriage. The committee also was upgraded to
be a subcommittee of the bishops’ Committee
on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth.

Bishops elect new leadership,
pass agreement on baptism 

CNS PHOTO/NANC Y WIECHEC

Miami Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski, New York Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan and Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., answer questions from the media during the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops annual fall meeting in Baltimore Nov. 15. Archbishops Wenski and Dolan took
questions about the church’s involvement in post-earthquake Haiti. 

Contributing to this roundup were Nancy
O’Brien, Patricia Zapor, Mark Pattison, Carol
Zimmermann and Julie Asher.



3T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I CNOVEMBER 28, 2010

PUBLIC SCHEDULE OF

BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES

• Sunday, Nov. 28, 9:30 a.m. — Mass at St. John the Baptist,
New Haven

• Monday, Nov. 29, 11 a.m. — Visit to Matthew 25, Fort
Wayne

• Tuesday, Nov. 30, 12:05 p.m. — Mass at Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne

• Tuesday, Nov. 30, 3:30 p.m. — Provincial Meeting of
Indiana Bishops, Indianapolis

• Wednesday, Dec. 1, 10:30 a.m. — Meeting of Indiana
Catholic Conference, Indianapolis

• Thursday, Dec. 2, 10:30 a.m. — Meeting of Presbyteral
Council, Sacred Heart, Warsaw

• Friday, Dec. 3, 8:30 a.m. — Mass and Pastoral Visit at St.
Charles Borromeo School, Fort Wayne

• Saturday, Dec. 4, 8 a.m. —  Mass for Fort Wayne District
Council of St. Vincent de Paul Society, St. Mary Church, Fort
Wayne

• Saturday, Dec. 4, 5 p.m. — Mass at St. Mary of the
Presentation, Geneva

Dolan: ‘I’m surprised, I’m honored,
I’m flattered ... a tad intimidated’ 

BALTIMORE (CNS) — New
York Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan was as surprised as anyone
that he was elected president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops Nov. 16.

“I’m surprised, I’m honored,
I’m flattered and a tad intimidat-
ed,” Archbishop Dolan told
Catholic News Service shortly
after being elected in an unprece-
dented departure from the
USCCB’s normal tradition of
electing the conference vice presi-
dent to the presidency.

He beat current vice president
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of
Tucson, Ariz., 128-111 on a third-
ballot vote and takes office at the
end of the bishops’ meeting Nov.
18.

Saying he didn’t know what
was behind his win, and in keep-
ing with the sense of humor for
which he is known, he joked that
the only thing he might have done
to “campaign” for the presidency
was to make one offer: “I did
promise we’d have Dunkin’
Donuts at the morning coffee
break (of the bishops’ meetings)
and Haagen-Dazs sundaes at the
break in the afternoon, but apart
from that I didn’t make any prom-
ises.”

Archbishop Dolan is a Missouri
native who was ordained for the
Archdiocese of St. Louis in 1976.
He studied for the priesthood at
Cardinal Glennon College, St.
Louis, and at the Pontifical North
American College and the
Pontifical University of St.
Thomas, which are both in Rome.

After ordination, he completed
his doctorate in American Church
history at The Catholic University
of America, writing his dissertation
on the late Archbishop Edwin
O’Hara, a founder of the Catholic
Biblical Association.

He told CNS he’s currently
reading “Decision Points,” the
autobiography of former President
George W. Bush.

At a news conference following
the election, he cited Archbishop
O’Hara and his predecessor as
archbishop of New York, the late
Cardinal John O’Connor — whose
gold pectoral cross he wears — as
among his models as bishops.

Archbishop Dolan’s election
marked the first time since the
bishops’ conference was reorgan-
ized in 1966 following the Second
Vatican Council reforms that a sit-
ting vice president who sought the
presidency did not win election. In
two elections, in 1974 and in 1977,
circumstances dictated that the
vice president did not rise to lead
the conference.

Amid some public criticism in
recent weeks about the election
process, he suspects bishops might
have begun to “bristle” a bit at the
notion the results were a foregone
conclusion.

“I love Bishop Kicanas and I
presumed he was going to be pres-
ident,” the archbishop said. “I do
think the bishops take these elec-
tions so seriously there’s a sort of
bristling that anybody would be
thought of as a shoo-in.”

“I think a lot of bishops said
maybe it’s time that the vice presi-
dent doesn’t automatically become
the president,” he continued. “That
is a surprise. You can see Bishop
Kicanas got a great vote. He
enjoys high esteem.”

He added that the vote “was
hardly a landslide,” and that he
doesn’t think it was a personal
reflection on Bishop Kicanas.

At a news conference following
the bishops’ morning session, he
pointed out that he and Bishop
Kicanas had been the final candi-
dates for vice president three years
earlier. The Tucson bishop won
that vote of 128-106.

Archbishop Dolan, 60, said he’s
a bit daunted to be succeeding
Cardinal Francis E. George as
president. In the CNS interview, he
called Cardinal George “an amaz-
ing cocktail of wit, perceptive
intelligence and pastoral savvi-
ness.”

Archbishop Dolan also admit-
ted, “I’m not all that good at meet-
ings,” so the prospect of being in
charge of the flow of a meeting is
a little intimidating.

“Even my brother bishops tease
me, because they watch me at
these meetings and they know my
patience level isn’t all that high,
that I’m one of the ones that often
goes for coffee in the middle of a
session. I’m not going to be able to
do that anymore,” he joked. “I’m
stuck up at the bench.”

Archbishop Dolan said he
regrets having to give up his chair-
manship of Catholic Relief
Services, which he said he’s found
exhilarating for the sense it has
given him of the universal Church.

Archbishop Dolan has been
head of the New York Archdiocese
since his installation in April 2009.
He said he’s “loved every day of
it,” and acknowledged there’s been
a steep learning curve in becoming
head of one of the largest U.S.
archdioceses but sees it as good
preparation for becoming the
national representative of his fel-
low bishops.

He likened his surprise over his
election to his appointment to New
York in February 2009. He had
been archbishop of Milwaukee
since 2002.

“I didn’t ask to be archbishop
of New York, and when I got the
word the Holy Father wanted me
to be, I asked if I could indicate
why I shouldn’t be that person,” he
said. “And the nuncio said, ‘That
wasn’t what I asked you. I didn’t
ask if you should, I asked if you
would, because the Holy Father
wants you.’ So there’s an immense
trust in God’s grace and mercy,
and that’s unfailing.”

He remembered telling his
mother at the time that he didn’t
know if he had the right attributes
for the New York post. Her
response was, “Relax, obviously
the people in charge think you do.”

“I guess my brother bishops
feel the same way,” he added
about his election.

He said he gets “a kick out of
the fact that people out there usual-
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New York Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan let out a chuckle during a press
conference at the annual fall meeting of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops Nov. 16. Archbishop Dolan was elected conference president and
Archbishop Kurtz was elected vice president during the meeting.
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Pope’s new book addresses
sex abuse, condoms, 
possible resignation

ROME (CNS) — Pope Benedict
XVI’s book-length interview is
certain to spark global attention,
and not only for his comments
suggesting that condom use
might be acceptable in some cir-
cumstances.

In the 219-page book, “Light
of the World: The Pope, the
Church and the Signs of the
Times,” the German pontiff
spoke candidly on the clerical sex
abuse scandal, relations with
Islam, papal resignation and the
“threatening catastrophe” facing
humanity.

The wide-ranging interview
was conducted by German writer
Peter Seewald, who posed ques-
tions in six one-hour sessions last
summer. The book was to be
released Nov. 23 at the Vatican,
but ample excerpts were pub-
lished three days earlier by the
Vatican newspaper.

The book reveals a less formal
side of the pope, as he responds
simply and directly on topics as
diverse as the joy of sex and the
ban on burqas. Much of the con-
versation focuses on the pope’s
call for a global “examination of
conscience” in the face of eco-
nomic disparity, environmental
disasters and moral slippage.

The pope repeatedly empha-
sized that the Church’s role in a
largely broken world is not to
impose a “burden” of moral rules
but to open the doors to God.

Even before the book’s
release, media attention centered
on the pope’s remarks on con-
doms in AIDS prevention. While
repeating his view that condoms
cannot be the only answer to the

AIDS epidemic, the pope allowed
that in some specific cases — for
example, that of male prostitutes
— use of a condom could be a
step toward taking moral respon-
sibility for one’s actions.

An entire chapter and parts of
others were dedicated to the cler-
ical sex abuse scandal. The pope
called it “a great crisis” that left
him “stunned by how wretched
the Church is, by how much her
members fail to follow Christ.”

“It was really almost like the
crater of a volcano, out of which
suddenly a tremendous cloud of
filth came, darkening and soiling
everything, so that above all the
priesthood suddenly seemed to be
a place of shame,” he said.

He expressed optimism about
the Church’s recovery from the
scandal, saying God continues to
raise up Catholic saints. But he
also said he understands why
some Catholics, particularly vic-
tims, have responded by leaving
the Church in protest.

“It is difficult for them to keep
believing that the Church is a
source of good, that she commu-
nicates the light of Christ, that
she helps people in life — I can
understand that,” he said.

The pope said media coverage
of the abuse scandal was partly
motivated by a desire to discredit
the Church. But he added that the
Church must be “grateful for
every disclosure” and said the
media could not have reported in
this way “had there not been evil
in the Church.”

The pope pointed to the
Church’s new rules and policies
on sex abuse, but he appeared to

B Y  J O H N  T H A V I S
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THE TRUTH OF THE 
EUCHARIST REVEALED... 

acknowledge that more might
have been done. He noted that in
2002, the Vatican and U.S. bish-
ops established strict norms to
curb sex abuse in U.S. dioceses.

“Would it have been Rome’s
duty, then, to say to all the coun-
tries expressly: Find out whether
you are in the same situation?
Maybe we should have done
that,” he said.

The pope said that in respond-
ing to sex abuse allegations
against the founder of the
Legionaries of Christ, the late
Mexican Father Marcial Maciel
Degollado, “unfortunately we
addressed these things very slow-
ly and late.” The allegations were
eventually substantiated and the
order has been placed under
Vatican leadership for a period of
reform.

Pope Benedict said Father
Maciel remains for him “a myste-
rious figure,” one who lived an
immoral and twisted life but who
built up his religious order with
dynamism — a “false prophet”
who nevertheless had a “positive
effect.” As for the future of the
Legionaries, the pope said it was
basically sound but needed cor-
rections that do not destroy the
enthusiasm of its members.

The pope was asked if he con-
sidered resigning in the face of
such burdens as the sex abuse cri-
sis. He responded: “When the
danger is great one must not run
away. For that reason, now is cer-
tainly not the time to resign.” But
he added that if a pope is no
longer physically, psychological-
ly and spiritually capable of han-
dling the duties of the papacy, he
has a right and perhaps an obliga-
tion to resign.

The pope spoke candidly of
his age and health, saying his
schedule of meetings and trips
“really overtaxes an 83-year-old
man.”

“I trust that our dear Lord will

give me as much strength as I
need to be able to do what is nec-
essary. But I also notice that my
forces are diminishing,” he said.

The pope laughed when
Seewald suggested that he looked
good enough to be a fitness train-
er, and said he has to conserve
energy during his busy days.
Asked whether he uses an exer-
cise bicycle a doctor had given
him, the pope replied: “No, I
don’t get to it at all — and don’t
need it at the moment, thank
God.”

He said he spends his free
time reading, praying and some-
times watching DVDs — typical-
ly with religious themes — with
members of the papal household.

Much of the book dealt with
the pope’s strategy for presenting
the Church’s message in a largely
skeptical world. The essential
problem today, he said, is that the
prevailing model of economic
and social progress that leaves
out God, and thus omits the ethi-
cal aspect.

Impending climactic disaster
actually provides an opportunity
to evangelize and promote moral
decisions, he said. The problem,
though, is that populations and
countries seem unwilling to make
sacrifices — which is where the
Church can make a difference, he
said.

It is urgent to “bring the ques-
tion about God back into the cen-
ter,” he said. “The important
thing today is to see that God
exists, that God matters to us and
that he answers us.”

He said the Church can do this
only if its own members live the
faith in their daily lives. He said
that simple task should be the pri-
ority today, rather than embark-
ing on major initiatives like a
third Vatican Council.

The pope said the Church’s
task is threatened by a “new
intolerance” that would limit reli-
gious expression in the name of
non-discrimination, for example
in banning the display of cruci-
fixes in public schools, or in con-
demning specific Church teach-
ings.

“When, for example, in the

name of non-discrimination, peo-
ple try to force the Catholic
Church to change her position on
homosexuality or the ordination
of women, then that means she is
no longer allowed to live out her
own identity,” he said.

In that regard, the pope said
other religions face similar pres-
sures. He said, for example, that
he saw no reason for Western
countries to ban the burqa, the
Islamic veil, as long as it is worn
voluntarily.

On other topics, Pope
Benedict had this to say:

• He defended the 1968
encyclical “Humanae Vitae,”
which taught that artificial con-
traception in marriage is morally
wrong, but said the Church needs
to find ways to help people live
the teaching and show tolerance
to those who have problems with
it.

The pope noted that the
Church accepts natural regulation
of conception. He said that
method presupposes that couples
take time for each other, and is
far different from taking a pill
“so that I can jump into bed with
a random acquaintance.” In gen-
eral, he said, the Church has to
return to the “genuinely Christian
attitude” of joy, as well as disci-
pline and responsibility, in sexu-
ality.

• He said dialogue with
Muslims has improved during his
pontificate, in part because
Muslim scholars accept that
Islam needs to clarify its relation
to violence and its relation to rea-
son.

• The pope took issue with
critics of the wartime policies of
Pope Pius XII, saying that he
“saved more Jews than anyone
else” by quietly opening doors to
Church institutions.

• He said he began distributing
Communion on the tongue during
papal Masses not because he was
opposed to Communion in the
hand, but to “send a signal” about
respect for the real presence of
Christ in the Eucharist.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

BOOKContraception, sterilization
not preventive health 
services, panel told

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Contraception and sterilization
should not be included among
mandated “preventive services”
for women under the new health
reform law, a spokeswoman for
the U.S. bishops told an Institute
of Medicine committee Nov. 16.

“As you study the vital ques-
tion of preventive services for
women under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act, I urge you to focus on servic-
es that will offer authentic care
and save lives,” said Deirdre
McQuade, assistant director for
policy and communications at the
bishops’ Secretariat of Pro-Life
Activities.

The Institute of Medicine’s
Committee on Preventive Services
for Women is charged with recom-
mending to the Department of
Health and Human Services a list
of preventive services for women
that will be mandated for all health
plans under the new health reform
law. HHS is to announce that list
next August.

Addressing the committee at its
first meeting, McQuade echoed a
letter sent by the Office of the
General Counsel of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops to
HHS Sept. 17.

“The conference has a particular
concern that contraceptives and
sterilization not be mandated as
‘preventive’ services,” she said. “To
prevent pregnancy is not to prevent
a disease — indeed, contraception
and sterilization pose their own
unique and serious health risks to
women and adolescents.

“In addition, contraceptives and
sterilization are morally problem-
atic for many stakeholders, includ-
ing religiously affiliated healthcare
providers and insurers,” McQuade

said.
HHS’ interim final rules for

women’s preventive services
include such medical services as
blood pressure and cholesterol
screening; diabetes screening for
hypertensive patients; various can-
cer and sexually transmitted dis-
ease screenings; routine immu-
nizations; and counseling related
to aspirin use, tobacco cessation
and obesity.

Those services “pose little or
no medical risk themselves, and
they help prevent or ameliorate
identifiable conditions that would
pose known risks to life and health
in the future,” McQuade said.

But the use of prescription con-
traceptives “actually increases a
woman’s risk of developing some
of the very conditions that the
‘preventive services’ listed in the
interim final rules are designed to
prevent, such as stroke, heart
attacks and blood clots ..., so a
policy mandating contraceptive
services as ‘preventive services’
would be in contradiction with
itself,” she added.

McQuade also said the mandat-
ed inclusion of contraception and
sterilization would violate the free-
dom of conscience of those
employers and insurers who object
to them and of the insured who
prefer that their policies not
include them.

“Thus the administration’s
promise that Americans who like
their current coverage will be able
to keep it under healthcare reform
would become a hollow pledge,”
she said.

The Institute of Medicine is “an
independent, nonprofit organiza-
tion that works outside of govern-
ment to provide unbiased and
authoritative advice to decision-
makers and the public,” according
to its website. It is an arm of the
National Academy of Sciences.

B Y  N A N C Y  F R A Z I E R  O ’ B R I E N
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Call Janice  (260) 710-1054
Parishioner, St. John the Baptist, Fort Wayne

All Saints
Religious Goods

3506 S. Calhoun Street
Fort Wayne

260-456-9173
(Across from 

South Side High School)

8808 Coldwater Road
Fort Wayne

260-490-7506
(In Coldwater Centre

at Wallen Road)

•Advent Wreaths & Candles
•Religious Christmas Cards

•Fontanini Nativities
•Crucifixes •Bibles •Statues

Speaker accounts for Church’s love
and respect for women

NOTRE DAME — The Catholic
Church’s teachings on abortion,
sex, marriage and contraception
were the topic of a Nov. 11 lecture
at Saint Mary’s College by Erika
Bachiochi, theologian, lawyer and
mother of five.

Bachiochi attracted the rapt
attention of her mostly female stu-
dent audience of 125 as she
recounted her own transformation
from an out-of-control teenager
who thought Church teachings on
sexuality were anti-woman, to a
young adult who came to realize
that these very teachings demon-
strate the Church’s love and
respect for women.

Bachiochi said that she grew up
“nominally Catholic” with a moth-
er who married and divorced three
times, so she never had a chance to
bond with her father. As a teen, she
used alcohol and drugs and sought
out male attention through casual
sexual encounters. The suicide of
two of her friends led her to a 12-
step program that helped her real-
ize how much her out-of-control
behavior damaged her emotionally
and physically.

As a freshman at Middlebury
College, she embraced radical
feminist causes, for she thought
the feminists on campus were the
only people who were more inter-
ested in real life issues than in pur-
suing the “party” lifestyle she had
recently rejected. Of course, abor-
tion rights were a part of the femi-
nist agenda because babies were
seen to be “a drag” on women who
had important things to do in life.

“I had taken for granted that
women’s equality required abor-
tion,” Bachiochi said.

However, during her junior year
of college, she interned with a
think tank in Washington, D.C.,
that assisted state legislatures in
their effort to reform welfare.
Then, she began to question the
secularist feminist agenda when
she studied the role of abortion in
the lives of poor women.
Suddenly, the pursuit of truth
became more important to her than
the pursuit of self.

“As I
became more
and more
immersed in
the problems
of the poor,
especially
poor women,
I became
more and
more disgust-
ed with the
argument put
forth by abor-
tion advo-
cates that the
availability of
abortion
would assist
poor women
on the road
out of pover-
ty,” Bachiochi
recounted.

She said
she was “haunted” by a solution to
helping the poor that was based on
helping them rid themselves of
their own children. She also came
to see the fallacy of the 1970s fem-
inist mantra that bearing a child
diminished a woman’s equality. In
fact, she said, the unique ability of
women to bear children does not
take away from a woman’s funda-
mental human equality, but rather
should be “honored and cherished”
as the “most profound human
experience” rather than ignored or,
as in the case of abortion, rejected. 

“Abortion is the problem, not
the cure,” Bachiochi said.
“Abortion eliminates the incentive
to make institutional change” and
is “a weapon to manipulate and
abandon women.”

The real remedy for the
women, she continued, is to
“Rectify the imbalance of parental
responsibility as well as the mar-
ketplace mentality that disfavors
family obligation.” She suggested
that society would be far better
served if the energies expended by
pro-abortion supporters would
instead be focused on challenging
“wayward men” to be fathers and
challenging employers to be more
flexible and family-friendly.

After her internship, Bachiochi
returned to Middlebury a pro-life

feminist and
changed her
major to
political sci-
ence. She
rediscovered
her Catholic
faith, and
came to see
the Church
teachings on
sexuality not
as repres-
sive, but
rather as
“signposts”
that
“marked off
dangerous
territory,”
teachings
that protect-
ed women
and were
“liberating

and dignified,” seeing fertility as a
gift, not a burden. The departure
from Church teachings has had a
“devastating” effect on society, she
continued, with abortion and con-
traception leading to the collapse
of marriage and empowering men
to use women merely as objects of
pleasure. 

Bachiochi recounted: “I came
to see that the Catholic world view
provided a far more satisfactory
and compelling explanation of life
as I knew it” than did radical femi-
nism. “Like it or not, I was now
playing for the other team.”

Playing for the Catholic “team”
led Bachiochi to a master’s degree
in theology from Boston College
and a law degree from Boston
University. She is a popular speak-
er, and has edited two books on
life issues: “The Cost of ‘Choice’:
Women Evaluate the Impact of
Abortion” (Encounter Books,
2004) and “Women, Sex and the
Church: A Case for Catholic
Teaching” (2010, Pauline Books
and Media).

Bachiochi’s lecture at Saint
Mary’s was sponsored by the stu-
dent club SMC for Life, Saint
Mary’s Student Government
Association, Saint Mary’s Campus
Ministry and the Notre Dame Fund
to Protect Human Life.

B Y  A N N  C A R E Yly try to read more into the elec-
tions than we do.”

He said bishops are “so laud-
ably absorbed in the governance of
their own dioceses that a lot of the
speculation and stuff, I don’t think
we have much time for it. I’m not
naive enough to not know that is
on people’s minds, I don’t know
the answer.”

He several times quoted
Cardinal George in saying he
doesn’t see the role of president as
“bishop of the bishops,” but as
someone there to serve the inter-
ests of the bishops.

Archbishop Dolan said he did-
n’t think being on the presidential
slate would lead anywhere except
possibly to election as vice presi-
dent. “No bishop runs for office,”
he said. “In fact we run from it.”

The archbishop said he didn’t
expect to bring about any signifi-
cant change in the way the
USCCB operates. He said changes
made over the past 15 years, scal-
ing back on the bishops’ involve-
ment in a wide range of public
policy issues, have put the confer-
ence into a healthy balance
between public policy and pastoral
concerns.

He said Cardinal George and
his predecessors, retired Spokane
Bishop William S. Skylstad and
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of
Atlanta, in particular, set a model
for the USCCB president in find-
ing that balance.

“I think there has been a wel-
come rethinking, a welcome tem-
pering of the position and the role
of the conference,” he said.
“There’s been a reclaiming of our
Catholic polity, that when it comes
to the governing of the Church
you have the bishop of Rome, you
have the bishops in our dioceses
and you have our pastors. And the
conference is at the service of the
bishops.”

“Its doctrinal or moral authority
would only come from the fact
that the bishops would come and
proclaim what we do in our own
dioceses,” he continued.

That said, however, he said
there’s a clear role for the Church
to guide people beyond the strictly
pastoral concerns. “Our forte is the
realm of the spirit, but the king-
dom of God, the call to conver-
sion, the teaching of Jesus and his
Church does have implications in
every part of life, including the
political and economic sphere.”

He cited the list of issues: the
sanctity of human life, the protec-
tion of marriage and family, the
protection of immigrants and the
poor, the promotion of a civiliza-
tion of love and a culture of life,
and “being on the side of justice
and peace.”

“I think the high point of this
meeting was certainly not my elec-
tion but Cardinal George’s elo-
quent consideration of the suffer-
ing in Iraq,” for example.
“Nothing is alien to the heart of
Christ. There is nothing in the
political and economic sphere that
would not be part of the light of
Christ.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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US trafficking law has led
to more awareness 
of slavery, say advocates
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Carmen Maquilon never expected
she’d be on the frontlines of fight-
ing crime. Her specialty: human
trafficking. Her task: advocating
on behalf of trafficking victims
and their families in a battle to
combat modern-day slavery —
considered the fastest growing
criminal activity in the world. As
director of immigrant services at
Catholic Charities of the Diocese
of Rockville Centre, N.Y.,
Maquilon, a native of Colombia,
and her staff have worked with
dozens of trafficking victims since
2003. Their first big case came in
2004 after a raid on a Long Island
factory uncovered 60 Peruvians
working under grueling conditions
and with little hope of escaping.
“It turned into 125 because of the
family members and others who
came forward,” Maquilon told
Catholic News Service during a
break in a training program on the
needs of crime victims in
Washington Nov. 17. Maquilon’s
office faced the daunting task of
finding housing, providing coun-
seling and ushering the Peruvians
through legal proceedings so they
could remain in the United States.
Fortunately, she said, her agency
had a useful tool on its side: the
highly regarded Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000.
The law gave the staff the ability
to provide a wide variety of serv-
ices that previously had been lim-
ited because of a lack of money.
The Rockville Centre program is
one of 108 nonprofits across the
United States and its territories
that have been subcontracted by
Migration and Refugee Services
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops to provide vital services
to foreign-born trafficking vic-
tims.

Survey says dioceses 
getting the hang of new
media, but slowly
BALTIMORE (CNS) — Dioceses
are getting the hang of a multiplat-
form media universe, according to
the results of a survey conducted
by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Office of
Communications. The increase in
media awareness is at least evi-
dent in those dioceses who
responded to the survey. Of 189
U.S. diocesan communications
offices surveyed, 89 returned the
questionnaire. Among those dio-
ceses who completed the survey,
“there is great variation in the use
of new media,” said the executive
summary of the report, “Survey of
Diocesan Media Usage,” which
was dated October 2010. The dio-
ceses were queried earlier in the
fall. Copies of the report were
available at the U.S. bishops’ Nov.
15-18 general meeting in
Baltimore. “Some are just enter-
ing new media, others are
immersed in it,” the executive
summary said. “Therefore, dioce-

san needs related to new media
will also vary widely.” Of the 89
dioceses that returned the survey
— although not every diocese
answered every question — 70
said they posted audio files on the
diocesan Web site, and 72 said
they provided video files. Fifty-
one dioceses reported they had a
“corporate presence” on
Facebook, while 37 said they had
such a presence on Twitter and 33
on YouTube. In each instance, it
was a majority of dioceses
answering the question. By a 6-to-
1 margin, dioceses do not use
social media for fundraising,
although one diocese said it was
using a mobile phone app for
fundraising.

Journalist: US penchant
for marijuana, guns fuels
Mexico’s violence
SAN ANTONIO (CNS) — A top
journalist who is a veteran of cov-
ering violent conflict in Mexico
and Central America has a sober
warning for anybody who smokes
marijuana: If it comes from south
of the border, “it’s heavy with the
blood of innocent people.” Robert
Rivard, editor and executive vice
president of the San Antonio
Express-News, who has lost col-
leagues killed in violence in coun-
tries where he has been posted,
told an audience at St. Mary’s
University of San Antonio that

buying pot feeds and finances the
ongoing violence on the U.S.-
Mexico border and elsewhere. It is
the same, he said, for the thou-
sands of weapons that make their
way from Texas across the border
and into the hands of the drug car-
tels’ gunmen every year.
According to Rivard, another fac-
tor in the escalating violence is
police and government corruption
and an atmosphere in which there
are no consequences for breaking
the law. Rivard spoke at the uni-
versity earlier this fall as part of its
2010 President’s Peace
Commission series, which
focused on violence on the border.
The series was prompted by sto-
ries professor William Israel heard
last year from students in his com-
munication studies class who
came from the border towns of El
Paso, Eagle Pass, Laredo and
Brownsville. Their personal
accounts of the magnitude and
reach of drug-related violence
were an education for him and
their classmates, he said.

Executive orders spell out
details of faith-based
federal fund programs
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Executive orders issued by
President Barack Obama Nov. 17
won both praise and criticism
from organizations with an inter-
est in how the initiatives of the

White House Office of Faith-
based and Neighborhood
Partnerships affect federally fund-
ed social services. The six pages
of orders affirmed fundamental
principles for policies such as “no
organization should be discrimi-
nated against on the basis of reli-
gion or religious belief” and that
organizations which receive feder-
al funding are prohibited from dis-
criminating against beneficiaries
of social services on the basis of
religion. The orders followed
many of the major recommenda-
tions in a 106-page report sent to
the White House in March by the
President’s Advisory Council on
Faith-based and Neighborhood
Partnerships. The orders spelled
out that faith-based organizations
may participate in federal pro-
grams “without impairing their
independence, autonomy, expres-
sion outside the programs in ques-
tion or religious character.”
Specifically, they cannot be
required to remove or alter reli-
gious art or other symbols of faith
from facilities where federally
funded services are provided.
Institutions also may include reli-
gious terms in their names, may
select board members on a reli-
gious basis and include religious
references in documents such as
mission statements. People who
receive social services also will be
entitled to be referred to another
organization if they object to the
religious character of a provider.
And each beneficiary should

receive written notice of that
option. The changes affect operat-
ing principles in place since
President George W. Bush created
the predecessor to the organiza-
tion and Obama renamed the
office and gave it a somewhat
broader focus in 2009.

Pope, at audience, recalls
St. Juliana, feast 
of Corpus Christi
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
feast of Corpus Christi is an impor-
tant occasion for Catholics to renew
their faith in the true presence of
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, Pope
Benedict XVI said. Speaking about
the life of the little-known medieval
nun who was the first to promote
the creation of a feast celebrating
the sacrament, Pope Benedict also
said that frequent participation in
Communion “is essential to the
path of faith.” At the regular week-
ly audience Nov. 17, Pope Benedict
praised the “zeal for the eucharistic
cult” of St. Juliana of Mont
Cornillon, Belgium. During her life
from 1193 to 1258, the pope said,
she was educated by Augustinian
nuns, became one herself and
served as abbess of an Augustinian
convent. The pope explained how,
beginning at age 16, St. Juliana had
a series of visions in which she was
instructed to establish a feast day to
exalt the sacrament of the
Eucharist. She kept the vision
secret for some 20 years until she
found others who would help her
promote such a celebration. Pope
Benedict said St. Juliana convinced
the bishop who would later become
Pope Urban IV to create a special
feast. After her death, Pope Urban
created the feast of Corpus Domini,
also known as Corpus Christi, and
celebrated it for the first time in
Orvieto, Italy, in 1264. Pope
Benedict said that the feast of
Corpus Christi “has had a mar-
velous development and is still very
much felt by Christian people.”

Bishop Soto named
chairman of bishops’
CCHD subcommittee
BALTIMORE (CNS) — Bishop
Jaime Soto of Sacramento, Calif.,
was named chairman of the bish-
ops’ Subcommittee on the
Catholic Campaign for Human
Development. The appointment to
oversee the domestic anti-poverty
program was announced Nov. 17
during the executive session of the
bishops’ fall general assembly in
Baltimore. “I am honored to have
the confidence of my brother bish-
ops as I assume the chair for the
subcommittee for the Catholic
Campaign for Human
Development,” Bishop Soto said
in a statement. “CCHD has been
an important national pastoral
enterprise dedicated to infusing
American society with the
Catholic values of human dignity,
solidarity and communion.”
Bishop Soto succeeds Bishop
Roger P. Morin of Biloxi, Miss.,
who has led the subcommittee
since 2007. 
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Young people carry the World Youth Day cross during a procession in Zamora, Spain, Nov.

13. The procession of the WYD cross and Marian icon ended in a dramatic service led by

the local bishop in the town square. The cross is traveling throughout Spain in advance

of the Aug. 16-21, 2011, international Catholic youth gathering in Madrid.

YOUNG PEOPLE CARRY WORLD YOUTH DAY CROSS 
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“Before God sent the missionaries

here, we had lost hope,” says Roland

Dersaint, a 36-year-old father of three.

“The children here in Kobonal were

dying of sicknesses. Many families

were surviving only by eating green

mangos. But it wasn’t enough to save

the weakest. We often saw families

walking down the road with tiny coffins

— sometimes as many as five little

ones would be buried in a single day.”

A few years ago, Roland and Mary

Dersaint pulled a tiny coffin of their

own down the long dirt road. Inside

was their nine-month old baby, Rosalie.

“Typhoid took her,” Roland explains,

looking away to hide his grief.

In the years before the missionaries

came, circumstances like these defined

life — and death — in Kobonal, Haiti.

This isolated section of Haiti’s Central

Plateau is plagued by hunger, illness

and the other marks of extreme poverty.

In fact, before the missionaries came, as

many as one out of three children died

before reaching age five.

Roland and Mary Dersaint’s story of

loss is very typical in this part of Haiti,

according to Father Glen Meaux. When

Fr. Meaux and other members of the

Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy

Trinity (SOLT) came to Kobonal from

America more than 10 years ago, they

were shocked by the severity of poverty

in the Central Plateau. In fact, as the

group was driving up to the Kobonal

villages for the very first time, they passed

a group of families with tiny coffins

coming down from the mountains to

bury their children.

“It was heartbreaking, but it was also

an important experience for us because

it humbled us and showed us how difficult

life is for the poor. It taught us that our

ministry to preach the Gospel must also

include a significant outreach to the poor,”

Fr. Meaux explains.

In the years since, the missionaries have

worked hard to bring both the Gospel’s

hope — and Christ’s ministry of mercy

— to the struggling families living in

Kobonal. At times, they have faced

serious, even life-threatening challenges.

“We had some extremely difficult days

in the beginning,” Fr. Meaux recalls.

“The voodoo priests didn’t want us in

Kobonal, and the poverty we all lived in

made it very hard for everyone involved.

But this is where God wanted us, and we

set our minds and spirits on doing His

will,” he says. “Today, voodoo is no

longer practiced in the areas we serve, and

the poor have new hope. God has been

good! Because we made a commitment

to Him and remained faithful, He has

blessed the work of our hands. That’s

how we see it.”

The fact that these missionaries have

given up comfortable lives in America to

help the poor in Haiti is a testament to their

strong faith and abiding love of Christ.

“God created us all — Americans and

Haitians. And Christ died for us all. We

are all brothers and sisters; His children.

As brothers and sisters, we should love

one another and share what we have with

those in need,” the priest explains. “That

is what motivates us. And, frankly, it

should motivate every Catholic. Expressing

compassion and serving others are at the

very heart of the Gospel. As Catholics, we

preach it and we should be living it out.”

When the Kobonal Mission was

founded, Father Meaux first sought to

eliminate the hunger and malnutrition

that plagued Haiti’s Central Plateau. His

group launched a special program to

provide food for the poorest of the poor,

including vulnerable women and young

children. That program was recently

expanded through support from Cross

International Catholic Outreach and its

family of donors.

After responding to this basic human

need for food, the missionaries looked for

ways to create a lasting change in the area

— ways to help the poor break the cycle

of poverty and become self-sufficient.

“We discovered that many poor families

wanted to grow crops, but they had no

land of their own to cultivate. We looked

for ways to acquire land and to supply

these families with the help they needed

to begin a small farm,” the priest explains.

This idea impresses Cross International

Catholic Outreach’s president, Jim Cavnar,

and he hopes to encourage American

Catholics to support the project.

“When I heard about their plans to

help these poor families, I immediately

thought of that powerful passage in Isaiah

58, where the Lord promises to bless

those who respond to the poor with

compassion. From verse 6, it reads: ‘This,

rather, is the fasting I wish: releasing

those bound unjustly, untying the thongs

of the yoke; setting free the oppressed,

breaking every yoke; sharing your bread

with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed

and the homeless; clothing the naked

when you see them, and not turning your

back on your own. Then your light shall

break forth like the dawn, and your wound

shall quickly be healed; your vindication

shall go before you, and the glory of the

Lord shall be your rear guard.’ The

Kobonal Mission exemplifies this spirit

of mercy in action,” Cavnar says. “Cross

seeks out partners like this — ministries

that are clearly led by the spirit of God,

and leaders who find innovative ways

to address the needs of the poor.”

Cavnar went on to explain the details

of the Kobonal Mission farming project.

“Through this program, a poor family

receives a half-acre plot of fertile land

and a simple but sturdy house. They also

get a small subsidy to purchase tools and

seeds for the first few years, after which

point the farm will allow them to be

self-sufficient,” Cavnar explained. “The

amazing thing is the cost. The total budget

for the package is just $6,070 — that’s

all it takes to provide a family with a

small home, land and the tools to begin

a little farm.”

On behalf of the Kobonal Mission,

Cross International Catholic Outreach

will be approaching American Catholics

and U.S. parishes with this appeal, hoping

to find enough sponsors to fund all 41

Haitian families that the missionaries

have identified for help in the first phase

of the project.

“You need not sponsor the full amount

to make a meaningful difference. Every

gift, large or small, is important to our

goal. For example, a gift of $40 covers

the start-up expense for the farm, providing

the seed and the use of the oxen to till

the land,” Cavnar explains. “So you can

give $40 and know that your gift has

had a big impact on the lives of these

desperately poor families.”

Broken down, the various parts of the

outreach include: $500 for the half acre

of land; $5,500 for the house; $40 for

the first year subsidy, and $20 and $10

for the second and final year’s support.

“We’re asking American Catholics to

prayerfully consider making a substantial

gift to help these Catholic missionaries,”

Cavnar says. “Father Meaux and his

group have a wonderful heart and an

amazing plan to help Haiti’s poor, but

they can’t achieve their goals without

our help. We need to do our part.”

The priest raises his face to heaven,

thankful that Cross International

Catholic Outreach and its family of

benefactors in the U.S. will continue to

help the Kobonal Mission develop its

outreach to the poor.

“Praise God!” he says. Then bowing

his head as if in prayer, he quietly adds,

“What a blessing this will be for Kobonal.

These poor families have suffered for

too long.”

Missionaries Seek Support For

Their Efforts to Help Haiti’s Poor

How to Help...

Your help is needed for Cross Catholic to bring Christ’s

mercy to the poor of Haiti. Use the enclosed postage-paid

brochure to mail your gift or send it to Cross International

Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC00702, 490 White Pond Drive,

PO Box 63, Akron, OH  44309-0063. God bless you.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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