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Make room for people

For over half a century, the
population control movement
has waged war on human fer-

tility. Originally a fringe movement
driven by fear of a “population
explosion,” especially among peo-
ples of color, the movement has
over the years gained clout, if not
respectability. Its ranks now include
major international organizations
like the International Planned
Parenthood Federation and the
United Nations Population Fund, as
well as the foreign aid bureaucra-
cies of most of the wealthy coun-
tries of the world. Billions of dol-
lars are at its disposal.

Many governmental recipients
of foreign aid object to population
reduction targets and coercive con-
traception and sterilization poli-
cies, but often they can do little
against the “powerful of the earth,”
as Pope John Paul II called them,
who “prefer to promote and

impose by whatever means a mas-
sive program of birth control. Even
the economic help which they
would be ready to give is unjustly
made conditional on the accept-
ance of an anti-birth policy.” —
“The Gospel of Life”
(“Evangelium Vitae”), no. 16.

For those who believe in this
agenda, population growth is the
root of mankind’s problems. They
wrongly calculate: More people
equals less ... of everything:
Prosperity, food supply, economic
growth, social order — all are
jeopardized by any increase in
human numbers.

Over the decades, the move-
ment has increasingly used the
environment as a pretext for its
actions. To hear them tell it, all the
earth’s real and imagined woes —
from too little food and fresh water
to too much pollution — are a
result of the same cause: The plan-
et we call home is simply too
crowded. The solution, they say, is
to reduce the birth rate.

Advocates now claim that the
most cost-effective way to cool
things down again is to flood the
developing world with contracep-
tives. A report sponsored by the
United Kingdom’s Optimum
Population Trust, for example,
claims that reducing the number of
babies born will mean “fewer
emitters” of carbon dioxide, which
in turn will “lower emissions.” The
Optimum Population Trust went
on to call contraception “the latest
in green technology” and to insist
that the effort to combat global
warming must have a large popu-
lation control component.

Pope Benedict XVI made the
case for people in his recent
encyclical, “Charity in Truth”
(“Caritas in Veritate”), writing that
“to consider population increase as
the primary cause of underdevel-
opment is mistaken, even from an
economic point of view.” — no.
44. The pope criticized “non-gov-
ernmental organizations (that)
work actively to spread abortion,
at times promoting the practice of
sterilization in poor countries, in
some cases not even informing the
women concerned. Moreover,
there is reason to suspect that
development aid is sometimes

linked to specific healthcare poli-
cies which de facto involve the
imposition of strong birth control
measures.” — no. 28.

For consistently defending
human life, the Church in general
and Pope Benedict XVI in particu-
lar are blamed for causing govern-
ments to shy away from taking the
“overpopulation problem” more
seriously. Sir Crispin Tickwell of
the Optimum Population Trust did
just this in a recent debate. 

What population control
activists fail to understand is that
the Church’s stance is supported
by hard science and not “just” tra-
ditional morality. Science has
shown that reducing the number of
babies born does not in itself solve
political, economic or environmen-
tal problems. Rather, reducing
births often creates grave prob-
lems. Take Social Security and
Medicare, for example. In the
United States and other industrial-
ized countries, these programs are
difficult to sustain unless each gen-
eration of taxpaying workers is
larger than the one before it.

This is exactly the problem that
we face now. Birth rates have been
in free fall in most of the devel-
oped world for some time. Europe

as a whole is averaging only about
1.3 children per couple. Russia and
some Asian countries, such as
Japan, South Korea and Taiwan,
are in even worse shape demo-
graphically. This means that the
work force and revenues are
shrinking at the same time that eld-
erly citizens are growing in num-
ber — and demanding the retire-
ment and health benefits they have
long been promised. Those who
would reduce our numbers also
forget that people are ingenious
producers and problem-solvers, not
just inert consumers.

In fact, population growth has
been the primary driver of progress
throughout human history. A grow-
ing population can naturally create
temporary shortages of certain raw
materials, goods and services.
Innovators and entrepreneurs can
be drawn to extract resources and
to produce and distribute more
goods in ways that sustain the nat-
ural environment and contribute to
human development. At the end of
this creative process you will have
more goods available at lower
prices — precisely because of pop-
ulation growth.

People need to be understood as
the answer to problems, and not
the cause of all problems. As the
late Julian Simon often remarked,
children born today will lead
longer, healthier lives than ever
before. They will have more time
for leisure activities and travel.
And they will live in a world
where vast tracts of land have been
set aside to preserve their natural
beauty, and where the ugly scars of
early industrialization have largely
been healed. The world is not an
overcrowded human ark, but it is
— as it was designed to be — a
beautiful horn of plenty. And peo-
ple, the pinnacle of creation, are
the ultimate resource.

LOVE
and

LIFE
Two words

one thought.

Pray that all will love life.
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St. John the Evangelist Parish - Goshen

Rev. Christopher Smith, Pastor

St. Mary of the Annunciation - Bristol

Rev. Robert Van Kempen, Pastor

St. Thomas the Apostle Parish - Elkhart

Rev. William Sullivan, Pastor

St. Vincent de Paul Parish - Elkhart

Rev.Glenn Kohrman, Pastor

B Y  S T E P H E N  W .  M O S H E R

Steven W. Mosher is the president of
the Population Research Institute.

We have liberty, but liberty only makes us free when we obey
the great laws of the universe.  To be really free, to be civilized,
we must not only exercise our right to choose, but we must
choose only that which is the right choice, and the right
choice is always the choice of life.

St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish
New Carlisle

“Human life is sacred and inviolable at every moment of existence, including
the initial phase which precedes birth.  All human beings, from their 
mothers’ womb, belong to God who searches them and knows them, who
forms them and knits them together with His own hands, who gazes on them
when they are tiny shapeless embryos and already sees in them the adults
of tomorrow whose days are numbered and whose vocation is even now
written in the ‘book of life.’” Evangeliam Vitae

St. Joseph Parish - Mishawaka

LIFE

�
...IS GOD’S GIFT TO US.

What we do with it

is our gift to God.

Respect Life

In all its stages.
Holy Family Parish

South Bend
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Supporting a culture of life

Sacred Heart Parish 

Notre Dame

PRO LIFE

No 
Compromise 

No 
Exceptions 

No  
Apologies 

Bishops urge HHS not to mandate
contraception, sterilization coverage 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Two
officials of the U.S. bishops’
Office of General Counsel have
told the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services that
it should not mandate that group
and individual health plans
include coverage of contraception
or sterilization as part of what the
federal agency considers preven-
tive care for women.

“These drugs, devices and
procedures prevent not a disease
condition, but the healthy condi-
tion known as fertility,” said
Anthony Picarello and Michael
Moses, who are general counsel
and associate general counsel,
respectively, at the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

They said contraception and
sterilization “pose significant
risks of their own to women’s life
and health; and a federal program
to mandate their inclusion would
pose an unprecedented threat to
rights of conscience.”

Picarello and Moses made the
comments in a Sept. 17 letter that
was hand-delivered to the HHS
Office of Consumer Information
and Insurance Oversight.

Their letter was sent as HHS
continued its deliberations on a
final list of required preventive
services under the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act, the healthcare reform bill
signed into law by President
Barack Obama in March.

Picarello and Moses said that
contraception cannot be consid-
ered “preventive” on the grounds
of preventing abortion because
“abortion is not itself a disease
condition, but a separate proce-
dure that is performed only by
agreement between a woman and
a health professional.”

“Studies have shown that the
percentage of unintended preg-
nancies that are ended by abor-
tion is higher if the pregnancy
occurred during use of a contra-
ceptive,” they said.

“Prescription contraception as
well as chemical and surgical
sterilization are particularly inap-
propriate candidates for inclusion
under mandated ‘preventative
services’ for all health plans,”
they said.

Such services are not like
other preventive measures, for
example blood pressure and cho-
lesterol screening, diabetes
screening, counseling with regard
to tobacco use and obesity, and
screening for sexually transmitted
diseases, Picarello and Moses
said.

“These services are empha-
sized because they can prevent
serious or life-threatening condi-
tions that once they do occur, will
demand treatment to cure or
reverse them,” they said.

“This rationale simply does
not apply to contraception and
sterilization,” they continued.

“The condition prevented by
contraception and sterilization is
pregnancy, which has its own
natural course ending in live birth
if not interrupted by medical
intervention,” they said.

They noted that at least one
drug already approved by the
Food and Drug Administration
for “emergency contraception”
can actually cause early abor-
tions, so a mandate of prescrip-
tion contraception coverage as a
preventive service would “be in
direct tension with (the health
reform law’s) statutory prohibi-
tion on mandating any abortion
service.”

They also noted that such a
mandate would threaten “rights
of conscience for religious
employers and others who have
moral or religious objections to
these procedures. In this regard,
the (Obama) administration’s
promise that Americans who like
their current coverage will be
able to keep it under healthcare
reform would be a hollow
pledge.”

They added that this “would
also contradict long-standing fed-
eral precedents on respect for
conscientious objection to such
procedures and such coverage,”
including the Church amendment,
which since 1973 has protected
conscientious objection to abor-
tion and sterilization.

Notre Dame president names coordinator
for university life initiatives 
SOUTH BEND, (CNS) — Holy
Cross Father John I. Jenkins,
president of the University of
Notre Dame, has named Mary K.
Daly to the newly created posi-
tion of coordinator for university
life initiatives.

Daly, a 2010 Notre Dame
graduate, was president of Notre
Dame Right to Life as a student.

The university announced
Sept. 20 that Father Jenkins cre-
ated the post in response to a rec-
ommendation from the Task
Force on Supporting the Choice
for Life, which said structures
must be created to implement
previous recommendations and
continue the work of the group.
The task force completed its term
of service in May.

Earlier this year it issued a set
of preliminary recommendations
designed to “broaden and deepen
the pro-life culture” at the univer-
sity.

The group called for under-
graduate “witness to life”
research opportunities in various
academic disciplines; adoption of
a policy statement on the univer-
sity’s “support for Catholic teach-
ing on the sanctity of human life
from conception to natural

death”; and guidelines on how to
“avoid formal or immediate
material complicity in evils such
as abortion and torture” in chari-
table gifts and investments.

Since then, the pro-life policy
statement has been adopted and
the guidelines regarding gifts and
investments have been devel-
oped. In addition, Father Jenkins’
participation this past January in
the March for Life in Washington
came out of the task force recom-
mendations.

Daly will coordinate efforts
already under way to implement
the task force suggestions and
serve as a liaison between various
university units to facilitate col-
laboration on life issues. She also
will seek ways to broaden and
deepen respect for the sanctity of
life from conception to natural
death within the Notre Dame
community and beyond.

Her office will be in the
Institute for Church Life and she
will report to John C. Cavadini,
the institute’s director and co-
chair of the task force. She’ll
report to Father Jenkins through
Cavadini.

One of her first duties will be
to help organize a faculty adviso-

ry committee to be chaired by
Cavadini.

Father Jenkins formed the task
force a year ago to consider ways
Notre Dame can support the
sanctity of life. Its creation fol-
lowed what Father Jenkins called
“the vigorous discussions” sur-
rounding President Barack
Obama’s visit to campus to deliv-
er the commencement address in
May 2009. He also received an
honorary law degree.

Critics of Obama’s appearance
on campus, including dozens of
U.S. bishops, said the president’s
support of legal abortion and
embryonic stem-cell research
made him an inappropriate
choice.

The situation ignited a nation-
al debate on the university’s sta-
tus as a Catholic university.

When he appointed the task
force, Father Jenkins charged its
members with outlining how “the
university could increase and
manifest its own commitment to
a culture of life across our cam-
pus and in partnership with other
constituencies in the Notre Dame
family, including our alumni.”
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Allen County Right to Life

Three  Rivers

Educational Trust Fund
Cordially invites you to the 13th annual

BANQUET FOR LIFE

“UNITING OUR CITY FOR LIFE”
Monday, October 11th
at 6:30 in the evening

Grand Wayne Center - Fort Wayne

Co-Hosts:

Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Eastlund
Dr. and Mrs. Phil Tyndall

Guest Speaker: Mike Pence

Honored Guest: Most Reverend John M. D’Arcy

Cost: $40 per person     R.S.V.P. by October 5

(260) 471-1849

The St. Joseph 

Parish family 

stands in loving 

support of life in 

all its stages, from 

conception to 

natural death.  

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.”
-Jeremiah 1:5

226 N. Hill Street
South Bend, IN 46617

574.234.3134
www.stjoeparish.com

Est. 1853

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
South Bend

Celebrating Our 50th Year!

Abortion
cannot be a human right
...it is the very opposite.

-Cardinal Franz König

St. Joseph County Right to  Life, Inc.
320 North Lafayette Blvd., South Bend

232-5433      Prolife@michiana.org

In the name of God, in whose
image everyone is made, may
we love, cherish, and protect
human life from conception
to the hour of natural death!

“Holy Mary, mother of the
author of life, pray for us.

Amen”

v

St. Michael Parish
PLYMOUTH

disproportionate to any expected
results or because they impose an
excessive burden on the patient and
his family. In such situations, when
death is clearly imminent and
inevitable, one can in conscience
‘refuse forms of treatment that
would only secure a precarious and
burdensome prolongation of life,
so long as the normal care due to
the sick person in similar cases is
not interrupted.” — no. 65.

It is clear that there is no moral
requirement to utilize burdensome
treatments that merely prolong the
dying process. Unless the patient is
very near death, however, the pro-
vision of nutrition and hydration,
even by artificial means, should be
administered as long as they can
sustain life and alleviate suffering
without imposing serious risks or
side effects to the patient.

Today active interventions or
omissions of basic care are pro-
posed for ending the lives of not
only the dying, but also patients
suffering from a long-term cogni-
tive disability, such as advanced

dementia or a so-called persistent
“vegetative” state. Some argue that
patients who cannot consciously
respond have lost their “human
dignity.” This view is dangerously
wrong: Human beings never lose
their dignity, that is, their inherent
and inestimable worth as unique
persons loved by God and created
in His image. People can be
denied respect affirming that dig-
nity, but they never lose their God-
given dignity.

What does the Church teach about our
duty to care for dying or vulnerable
family members?

When a family or health care
providers refuse to provide basic
care (nutrition, hydration, cleanli-
ness, warmth and prevention of
complications from confinement to
bed), finding it “inconvenient” to
accompany the loved one on the
final journey, the assault on human
dignity is grave. When such aban-
doning of the disabled or uncon-
scious patient is codified in state
laws, the implications for society
are frightening. Pope Benedict XVI
states in his encyclical “In Hope
We are Saved” (“Spe Salvi”), Nov.
20, 2007: “The true measure of
humanity is essentially determined
in relationship to suffering and to

the sufferer ... A society unable to
accept its suffering members and
incapable of helping to share their
suffering and to bear it inwardly
through ‘com-passion’ is a cruel
and inhuman society.” — no. 38.

Christ calls us to love one
another: “This is my command-
ment: Love one another as I love
you” — Jn 15:12. He loved us
unto death, even death on the
cross. Few are called to such a sac-
rifice; but we are called to be com-
panions to each other, especially to
those suffering on life’s journey.
“Companion” is taken from the
word “cum-panis,” meaning “with
bread.” Thus, we are called to
share the bread of Eucharist with
each other, responding with
Christ’s sacrificial love. We are
asked not only to care for each
other, but to nourish each other,
even unto death.

Reprinted with permission from
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CARING

Dr. Hilliard is the director of
bioethics and public policy for
The National Catholic Bioethics
Center. She is a canon lawyer and
a registered nurse.

FORT WAYNE — The Allen
County Right to Life plans to hold
its annual Memorial Service for
the babies killed by abortion dur-
ing the past 12 months. The serv-
ice will be held at the Catholic
Cemetery, 3500 Lake Ave., on
Sunday, Oct. 3, at 2 p.m.

The service is for the 367 chil-
dren killed by abortion from Sept.
1, 2009 through Aug. 31, 2010.

Each baby has been given a name
and will be listed on a memorial at
the cemetery. These are the chil-
dren aborted in Fort Wayne at the
abortion clinic located on Inwood
Drive

Some of the speakers taking
part in this year’s service are
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, Father
Jason Freiburger and Rev. Ron
Francis, Lutheran Church,

Missouri Synod. 
Also speaking will be Teresa

Tomeo, host of “Catholic
Connection” heard locally on
Redeemer Radio, Cathie
Humbarger, executive director of
Allen County Right to Life, and
representatives from the Silent No
More Campaign.

The service is expected to last
about one hour. 

Memorial service planned at Catholic Cemetery
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GUEST COMMENTARY BY OUR SUNDAY VISITOR

CNN rehashes old
charges in attack 
on Pope Benedict
Apreview of a CNN special set to air Sept. 25 and 26 is

another clumsy attempt to implicate Pope Benedict XVI in
the sexual abuse scandals that have rocked the Catholic Church
around the globe, according to authors of a recent book investi-
gating the charges against the pope.

Gregory Erlandson and Dr. Matthew Bunson, authors of
“Pope Benedict XVI and the Sexual Abuse Crisis: Working for
Reform and Renewal” (Our Sunday Visitor Publishing, 2010),
said that the news network has rehashed old charges already
discredited by a variety of reports, including their own. The
one-hour special was previewed on “CNN’s Belief Blog” Sept.
23.

“How exactly does CNN have so little journalistic integrity
that it can repeat inaccuracies that were widely debunked seven
months ago, and for which there is clear, incontrovertible docu-
mentary evidence available?” Erlandson and Bunson asked.

The show focuses on the terrible case of Father Lawrence
Murphy, a priest who is alleged to have molested some 200
deaf children in Milwaukee in the 1950s and 1960s. It is based
in part on dozens of internal Church documents obtained by
The New York Times earlier this year from a lawyer intent on
suing the Vatican. The Times article, headlined “Vatican
declined to defrock priest who molested boys,” sought to por-
tray then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who was head of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, as obstructing the
prosecution of the priest in the late 1990s.

But Erlandson and Bunson say those same documents
demonstrate unequivocally that the Vatican in fact had
approved the belated effort of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee to
investigate the charges and proceed with a Church trial. When
word was received that Father Murphy was seriously ill, a
Vatican official working for then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
recommended that to expedite the process, the priest be
stripped of any ministerial duties. Father Murphy died shortly
after that recommendation was made.

“While the Murphy case is a glaring example of the poor
oversight and inadequate communication that typified many
abuse cases in the U.S. dioceses in the past 50 years,” said
Erlandson and Bunson, “it does not show Cardinal Ratzinger in
any way tolerant of, or insensitive to, the actions of abusers.”

Indeed, the current archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee, Jerome Listecki, has acknowledged that “the mis-
takes (regarding the Murphy case) were not made in Rome in
1996, 1997 and 1998. The mistakes were made here, in the
archdiocese of Milwaukee, in the 1970s, the 1980s and the
1990s, by the Church, by civil authorities, by Church officials
and by bishops.”

Although there have been sound rebuttals of The New York
Times article since it first publicized the documents, CNN’s
“Special Investigations Unit” stuck with the debunked story-
line.

“There is an important story here to be told about the
Church’s attempt to address the abuse scandal, but getting to it
will require news organizations to strip off ideological blinders
and pay closer attention to the facts,” Erlandson and Bunson
said.

Erlandson and Bunson have posted a document by document
rebuttal of CNN’s take on the Murphy case on their blog at
www.osv.com/abusecrisis.

Their book, “Pope Benedict XVI and the Sexual Abuse
Crisis,” has been featured in USA Today, Fox News, and in
many radio, Web and print media outlets. It is available at
Amazon.com or at www.osv.com.

COMMENTARY
TODAY’S CATHOLIC welcomes letters from readers. All letters must be signed and include a phone number and address for verification.

Today’s Catholic reserves the right to edit for clarity and length. Address letters to: Today’s Catholic • P.O. Box 11169 • Fort Wayne,

IN • 46856-1169 or e-mail to: editor@fw.diocesefwsb.org

I am my brother’s keeper

It has been a busy summer
and early fall for the Indiana
Knights of Columbus. All

around the state councils have
been conducting blood drives
with an estimated 300 pints col-
lected so far this Supreme Year
that began July 1, and that’s just
the beginning.

Your Knights have been busy
with fishing contests, cookouts,
feeding thousands of our hungry
brothers and sisters, teaching the
faith at Bible camps, serving at
many church festivals, family
picnics, Habitat for Humanity
and donating sonogram equip-
ment to show expectant mothers
the beauty of life. And more
importantly Knights meet month-
ly to pray for the many needs of
our society.

Painting a broader picture,
your Indiana Knights of
Columbus met in Washington,
D.C., for the 128th time at a
gathering of delegates from all
jurisdictions. At that meeting,
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson
announced the appointment of
Charles E. Maurer, Jr., of
Richmond as supreme treasurer.
Maurer has served the past 10
years on the board of directors.

At that same meeting Supreme
Knight Anderson reported mem-
bers of the Knights donated more
than $151 million to charity and
members provided some 60 mil-
lion-service hours throughout the
order. As important, your Knights
of Columbus enjoyed its 39th
consecutive year of membership
growth. 

As we move further into fall,
Indiana Knights will be gearing
up for their October membership
drives to encourage new member-
ship in the largest Catholic, fami-
ly, charitable, fraternal organiza-
tion in the world. It was reported

at the convention 286 new coun-
cils added to our family, six alone
in Indiana. Indiana membership
stood at over 33,000 members.
Yet, there has never been a more
pressing need to join our ranks
and support our faith, our fami-
lies and our unborn children then
right now. 

In Haiti where some 800 chil-
dren have been left without an
arm or leg as a result of the
Haitian earthquake, and Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson reported
the order’s board of directors
voted to make sure each and
every child receives the prosthet-
ic device they need to help give
them hope for a new beginning.  

Members of the Knights of
Columbus helped donate needed
wheelchairs to those who cannot
afford them around the world.
Meanwhile the Knights of
Columbus Ultrasound Initiative, a
partnership between local coun-
cils and the Supreme Council,
purchased 53 ultrasound devices
to be distributed in 25 states to
encourage new moms to keep
their child.

September marks the begin-
ning of 40-Days for Life, a time
for prayer and fasting. Indiana
Knights will be manning prayer
locations throughout the state,
along with our brothers and sis-
ters to pray for the sanctity of
life. All life, the unborn, mentally
challenged, the unwanted, the
aged, need our strength in num-
bers to be there for them when no
one else will. 

As we move into winter
Indiana Knights will participate
in many March for Life events
including the National Right to
Life March Jan. 24 in
Washington, D.C. Indiana
Knights of Columbus will be
scheduling several buses to make
the trip. Additional information
will be forthcoming.

Many of your schools and
parishes will see essay contests,
poster contests, soccer challenges
and the ever-popular free throw
contests. It’s a chance for men
and families to work together to
strengthen those important ties
and teach the strength of family
unity.

The Knights of Columbus
Squires Program is an interna-
tional fraternity of young men
between the ages of 10 and 18.
They will be there along with
their older Knights to learn lead-
ership skills and be ready to take
the reigns of responsibility when
they reach the age of 18. Passing
the torch of love and embracing
our brothers in need is what
being a member of the Knight’s
of Columbus is all about. For
more information, visit member-
ship@indianakofc.org. We are
our brothers keeper.

THE INDIANA KNIGHTS
BY ROBERT HARTENSTEIN

Robert Hartenstein is the director of
communications for the Indiana
Knights of Columbus.

Collection assists
evangelization in
Native and Black
American 
communities

The year 2009 National Black
and Indian Collection had the
theme, “Evangelization strengthen-
ing one’s own faith and those
around us.” I want to thank you for
the check in the amount of
$39,966.96 that arrived as your part
in helping bring this theme alive.

The collection was established
by the bishops to assist their brother

bishops who need financial assis-
tance with evangelization programs.
It was the reason for mandating the
National Black and Indian
Collection during the Third Plenary
Council and has proven itself over
and over again through the years,
ever since 1884.

The Black and Indian Mission
Office cooperates and supports
diocesan evangelization by disburs-
ing the collection returns in the
form of grants to the needy archdio-
ceses and dioceses.

It is the grace of the Holy Spirit
and the witness of the people by
their charity and good works that
we are able to accomplish so much
in our Native and Black American
communities.

I whole heartily express my
appreciation to you on behalf of
your brother bishops who seek the
commission’s help to provide apos-
tolic service to the evangelization
programs of the Black and Native
American communities. Your com-
mitment and personal witness are
essential to the success of the
National Black and Indian Mission
Collection. Thank You!

With assurance of my prayers
for you and your diocesan family, I
am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Reverend Wayne C. Paysse

Executive Director
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Sports
BISHOP LUERS GOES PINK Bishop Luers will commemorate cancer awareness by having the football team

wear pink socks and wristbands on Oct. 10 for homecoming as the Bishop Luers Knights take on

Brebeuf Jesuit High School at Luersfield. The kickoff is at 7:30 p.m. The girls’ soccer team will also

be wearing pink socks as they play Snider on Oct. 7. Spectators are invited to join the teams in this

effort to raise funds and awareness for cancer. All proceeds will go to the Cancer Services of

Northeast Indiana. 

Mishawaka Catholic’s big
plays lead to football victory

MISHAWAKA — Mishawaka
Catholic’s big plays on both the
ground and from the air proved
too much for the Westside
Catholic Cardinals, as they were
soundly defeated, 28-8, in the
Sunday ICCL game at Marian’s
Otolski Field.

Mishawaka Catholic coach
Tony Violi decided on a pass play
that resulted in a 60-yard touch-
down pass from quarterback Joe
Molnar to Will Whitten on the
opening play of the game. 

“We like to run the football, but
after talking to a former player
before the game, we decided that
we would try and run the pass
play,” said Violi. 

After a quick three-and-out
from the Cardinals, the Saints,
with the aid of running back Ryan
Schafer, easily marched down the
field that included a big 37-yard
run, and culminated with another
touchdown connection from
Molnar to Whitten, Mishawaka
Catholic was looking to run away
with the game.

Late in the half, Mishawaka
Catholic’s Dylan Konwinski
capped off another possession after
a nine-play drive by scoring the
half’s final touchdown and giving
Mishawaka Catholic a 20-0 lead at
the half.

Westside Catholic wouldn’t go
away easily though. Despite their
deficit, the Cards forced the Saints
to a turnover on downs, and were
able to get their offense rolling in
the fourth quarter with a 43-yard
touchdown rush from Ricky
Entzian. 

But Mishawaka Catholic stuck
to their game plan and their run-
ning back, Ryan Schafer, whose
fourth quarter 67-yard touchdown
scamper slammed the door on any
Westside Catholic comeback leav-
ing the score 28-8.

Schafer ran the ball nine times
for 140 yards to lead the Saints. 

“We couldn’t get our offense
going due to Mishawaka
Catholic’s defense controlling the
line play up front,” said Westside
Catholic Coach John Glon.

“(Mishawaka Catholic) has
some good players, and we got
down early. But to our credit, we
didn’t give up,” commented Glon. 

“Our defensive line played
well and we practiced all week
knowing that they ran an acade-
my-style offense,” remarked Violi.
“Our defense knew what to
expect, and they executed.” 

Mishawaka Catholic hopes to
carry its success over to next week
as they will play undefeated the
Holy Cross/Christ the King
Crusaders at Otolski Field at
Marian High School. While
Westside Catholic looks to regroup
next week against also undefeated
St. Anthony/St. Joseph/St. Pius
Panthers at Saint Joseph’s High
School.

In other action, the Crusaders
blanked the St. Matthew Blazers,
32-0.

Peter Rymsza lead the
Crusaders with touchdown runs of
50 and 75 yards, Andrew Petsche
scored on a one-yard dive and
Brendan Chappell returned an
interception for a 38-yard score.
Brendan Connelly was perfect on
the four points after attempts.

Regular season nears completion
in CYO football action

FORT WAYNE — With just one
week of regular season gridiron
action left in the Catholic Youth
League Organization (CYO)
before the post-season begins,
several big games were on tap for
Week 6.

First up at Bishop D’Arcy
Stadium at the University of
Saint Francis, St. John, New
Haven, came up with a “W”
downing Queen of Angels/Most
Precious Blood, 24-0. Finally
near full-strength after being
harassed by injuries for much of
the season, the Raiders had great
blocking up front helping work-
horse, David Peters and their
field general, Colten Painter,
score running touchdowns. In
addition, Painter had a perfect
throw to Adam Hoffer for a long
passing score. 

Coach Troy Hoffer also report-
ed that his swarming defense, led
by Andy Korhman and cousins,
Jay and B.J. Tippmann, was suc-
cessful in stopping the Royal

Reds’ running game, while Evan
Trable and Jacque Jacquay had
interceptions to shut down the
pass.

Also at the University of Saint
Francis, St. Charles had a 38-14
victory over St. Vincent. Giving a
lot of credit to the Cardinals, St.
Vincent Coach Drew Linder
called St. Charles a “very good
team.” For the Panthers, Jeffrey
Kalonji had a kickoff return for a
score and Noah Coonan had a
rushing TD. 

St. Charles improved to 5-1
while St. Vincent is even on the
year with three wins and three
losses.

At Bishop Luers, the St. John-
Fort Wayne/St. Joseph-Hessen
Cassel Eagles were defeated by
Holy Cross, 32-18, erasing their
perfect record and creating a
three-way tie for the top spot in
the standings with Holy Cross
and St. Charles.

In the loss, Damian Brough
and Josh Jones scored touch-
downs. Brough also hit both
point-after-touchdown attempts.
The Eagle defense recorded a

safety to account for the remain-
der of the points. 

Coach Jim Carroll lamented,
“It was a disappointing loss, but
hopefully through the temporary
setback we can recommit our-
selves, learn our lessons and
move forward as a team.”

St. Jude came up short against
St. Joe/St. Elizabeth/St.
Aloysius/St. Therese (JAT) this
week, 30-16. In the loss, Aaron
Ng had both rushing touchdowns
for the Eagles. Coach Pat Henline
felt JAT dominated the game, but
Connor Haxton anchored the
Eagles’ defensive line slowing
down the Knights’ rushing game.
Henline also reported that his
team has been struggling week
after week to keep their starting
line-up healthy and injury-free.
He is hoping to have a strong
week of practice before facing
their next opponent — St.
Vincent. Henline explains, “It
will be a crucial game for our
final standing and tournament
placing.”
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Fort Wayne’s 
Most Complete 
Wedding Service.

Banquet Rooms

Hotel Rooms

Rehearsal Dinners

Catering Service

Wedding Cakes

You can choose one or all 

of our services. We’ll make the best of 

your special event. Hall’s has been in the 

business of making people happy for 

over 60 years. You can trust us to 

do it just right.

For more information contact Hall’s Guesthouse at:

(260) 489-2524 • www.DonHalls.com

•Downtown  •Time Corners

•East State •Lima Road

•Glenbrook  •MaysvilleRoad
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Collections provide insight
into pope’s pastoral, 
intellectual sides
“Benedict XVI: Essays and Reflections
on His Papacy,” edited by Sister
Mary Ann Walsh, RSM. Sheed
and Ward (Lanham, Md., 2010).
224 pages, $29.95. 

“The Ratzinger Reader: Mapping a
Theological Journey” by Joseph
Ratzinger. Edited by Lieven
Boeve and Gerard Mannion.
Continuum (Harrisburg, Pa.,
2010). 286 pages, $34.95. 

While Pope Benedict XVI is
undoubtedly a much different pope
than John Paul II was, the depth of
the current pontiff’s pastoral con-
cerns are, surprisingly to some, as
deep as his predecessor’s. Few
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REST IN PEACE
Auburn
Leone M.Davito,100,
Immaculate
Conception

Avilla
Brunetta Marie Sible,
85,St.Mary of the
Assumption

Bluffton
Anne M.Balentine,
St.Joseph

Elkhart
Rufin Gajda,74,
St.Vincent de Paul

Fort Wayne
Connie Truemper,85,
St.John the Baptist

Ida M.Shea,82,St.Jude

Edward L.Heidenreich,
75,St.Peter

George M.
McCutcheon,83,
St.Therese

Bonita J.Beckman,82,
St.Joseph Hessen-
Cassel

Della V.Haslup.89,
St.Therese

Edwin L.Moore,88,
Most Precious Blood

Granger
Walter C.Zwierzynski,
66,St.Pius X

Huntington
Sister Callista Ley,
OLVM,99,Victory Noll

Sister Mary Bernarda
Marquez,OLVM,98,
Victory Noll

South Bend
Joseph J.DeRyckere,
87,St.Patrick

Stephanie L.Klota,87,
St.Hedwig

Virginia Ann Lewis,56,
St.Augustine

Julian R.Pleasants,92,
Little Flower

Carol P.Fisher,81,
St.Jude

Sophia H.Klimek,84,
Corpus Christi

Roland W.Chamblee
Sr.,87,Little Flower

Katherine A.Keresztes,
97,Christ the King

Walkerton
Betty L.Schmeltz,71,
St.Patrick

Fish fry
Warsaw — The Knights of
Columbus Council No. 4511 will
have a fish fry on Friday, Oct. 1,
from 4:30-7 p.m. at the Knights’
Hall. Tickets are $8 for adults, $4
for children ages 6-12 and free
for children 6 and under.

Haunted Castle and Black Forest return
Fort Wayne — The Haunted
Castle and Black Forest, 8865
Auburn Rd., sponsored by the St.
Vincent Boy Scouts, will be open
Thursday and Sunday from 7-9
p.m. and Friday and Saturday
from 7-11 p.m. in October. Visit
www.hauntedcastle.com. 

Square dancing to begin
New Haven — St. Louis
Besancon will have a square
dance Saturday, Oct. 9, from 8-
11 p.m. in the hall. Music will be
by Bill Werling and Breakaway.
Tickets are $10 and include one
beer and snacks. All proceeds
benefit the St. Louis Academy.

Rummage and bake sale
South Bend — The St. John
Altar and Rosary Society will
have a rummage and bake sale
Saturday, Oct. 16, from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m.  and Sunday, Oct. 17,
from 8 a.m. to noon.

Oktoberfest
Fort Wayne — St. Charles Parish
will have an Oktoberfest
Saturday, Oct. 9, from 5-11 p.m.
at the Knights’ Hall, 601 Reed
Rd. Attendees must be 21. Music
by Die Freudermacher Band.

Eighth-grade class trip needs funds
Mishawaka — The eighth-grade
class of St. Bavo School will
have a Nelson’s Port-A-Pit
fundraiser Saturday, Oct. 23,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Veldman’s Marathon, corner of
Grape and Edison roads. Chicken
will be $5 per half pre-sale and
$6 per half day of sale. Call
(574) 259-4214 for tickets.

Rummage and bake sale
Fort Wayne — The Most
Precious Blood Rosary Society,
1515 Barthold St., will have a
rummage and bake sale
Thursday, Sept. 30, and Friday,
Oct. 1, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
on Saturday, Oct. 2, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in Mohr Hall.

Banquet for Life
Fort Wayne — The Allen County
Right to Life Three Rivers
Educational Trust Fund will have

March for Life
Fort Wayne — The March for
Life committee will have a
memorial service on Sunday,
Oct. 3, at 2 p.m. in Catholic
Cemetery, 3500 Lake Ave. The
one-hour service is non-denomi-
national and all are invited to
attend.

Miracle of the sun celebrated
Fort Wayne — The World
Apostolate of Fatima will cele-
brate the 93rd anniversary of the
Miracle of the Sun on
Wednesday, Oct. 13, at Sacred
Heart Parish. Father George
Gabet will offer a Tridentine
Latin Mass at noon followed by a
rosary, outside procession with
the Blessed Virgin Mary statue
and the Act of Consecration to
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Beginning Experience weekend planned
Donaldson — A Beginning
Experience Weekend Retreat for
widowed, divorced and separated
persons will be Friday, Oct. 22,
through Sunday, Oct. 24, at
Lindenwood Retreat Center. This
Christian-based program assists
persons to work through deep
feelings of grief, anger, depres-
sion and loss. Register by Oct. 10
to Teresa at (574) 261-0123 or e-
mail  greenlight7113@sbcglob-
al.net 

Animal bessing at cathedral
Fort Wayne — A blessing of the
animals will take place on the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception Plaza on Sunday,
Oct. 3, at 2 p.m.  Father
Fernando Jimenez will bless the
animals.

Conflict resolution workshop
Huntington — Victory Noll
Center, 1900 W. Park Dr., will
present a program on “Conflict
Transformation: Moving Toward
Wholeness and Harmony,” from
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Oct.
2. Cheri Krueckeberg, who
teaches social work, human con-
flict, gerentology and yoga at
Manchester College is the pre-
senter. The cost is $20 with a
lunch option for an additional $7. 

Plate lunch and dessert card party
South Bend — The Altar/Rosary
Society of St. Casimir Parish will
have a lunch and dessert card
party Sunday, Oct. 3, at 1 p.m.
Tickets are $5 in advance only.
Please bring your own cards and
buncos. Gentlemen are also invit-
ed. For tickets, contact the parish
office at (574) 287-9551.
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a Banquet for Life Monday, Oct.
11, at 6:30 p.m. at the Grand
Wayne Center. Guest speaker
will be Mike Pence. Tickets are
$40 per person and reservations
must be made by Oct. 5. 

Rosary rally planned
Fort Wayne — A rosary will be
prayed Saturday, Oct. 9, at noon
at the 40 Days for Life Prayer
Vigil Site on Inwood Drive.
Bring chair for seating, blankets,
etc.

MISC. HAPPENINGS
Live in harmony with nature
New Haven — All married and
engaged couples as well as sin-
gle women are invited to learn
the science of
NaProTECHNOLOGY at St.
John the Baptist from 6:30-7:30
p.m., Monday, Oct. 4, in the
Community Center. Contact
Theresa Schortgen, CFCP, at
(260) 749-6706 or e-mail chart-
daily365@verizon.net to RSVP.
The event is free. 

First Saturday devotions 
Fort Wayne — St. Charles - 8
a.m. Sacred Heart - 7:30 a.m.
(English Mass) and 11:30 a.m.
(Latin Mass). Our Lady of the
Angels Friary (formerly St.
Andrew’s) - 9 a.m.; Arcola — St.
Patrick - 7:15 a.m.; Garrett — St.
Joseph - 9 a.m.; New Haven —
St. John - 6:55 a.m.; Monroeville
— St. Rose - 8:10 a.m.; Warsaw
— Sacred Heart - 8 a.m.; North
Manchester — St. Robert - 8
a.m.

Series seeks to bring Catholics home
Warsaw — Sacred Heart Church
will offer a six-week series
“Catholics Returning Home” on
six consecutive Wednesday
evenings at 6:30 p.m. at the
Living Well Center beginning
Oct. 6. For details, call Shirley at
(574) 453-1808 or Linda at (574)
933-3777.

St. Pius X announces senior group
Granger — St. Pius X has a senior
group (55+) that meets the second
Tuesday of the month at noon
starting with Mass. On Oct. 12 the
speaker will be  Dr. Laura
McGuire, on health services in the
future. For information call (574)
271-7853.

Fall festival, open house at Victory Noll 
Huntington — Victory Noll
Center will have a fall festival and
open house on Sunday, Oct. 3,
from 1-4 p.m. on the grounds of
Victory Noll. The festival will fea-
ture activities for families includ-
ing walking the labyrinth, a scav-
enger hunt and a hayride.
Refreshments will be available
with donuts, popcorn and apple
cider.

Ladies coat sale
Fort Wayne — St. Vincent de Paul
Thrift Store will have a 99 cent
ladies coat sale Oct. 4-6. Store
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB
This month’s featured selection:  “Brother André,” by Jean-Guy Dubuc

OCTOBER 3, 2010

It is only appropriate to make “Brother André: Friend of
the Suffering, Apostle of Saint Joseph,” published by Sorin
Books (ISBN: 978-1-59471-190-9), this month’s book of
the month selection. On Oct. 17, the brother will be canon-
ized the first Congregation of Holy Cross saint. And this
book tells the story of the “Miracle Man of Mount Royal,”
as this humble Canadian brother was often called.

The book is a revised and updated biography, and
places readers not only in the depths of Brother André’s
life and work, but in the historical and cultural context of
the time.

Alfred Bessette was born in Quebec on Aug. 9, 1845,
the eighth child of 10 to Isaac and Clothilde Bessette. Isaac
Bessette died in 1855 and Clothilde died two years later of
tuberculosis. Young Alfred, who had been a rather sickly
child, was taken in by Clothilde’s sister and husband. One
thing Alfred’s mother impressed upon him was a devotion
to St. Joseph.

Times were very difficult for French-Canadians, and the
young Alfred moved to New England states in 1863 look-
ing for work. He held a number of odd jobs and then
returned to Canada in 1867. There he came into contact
with Father André Provençal, a priest of Alfred’s child-
hood, who saw the holiness of Alfred and his great devo-
tion to St. Joseph. Father Provençal encouraged the 25-
year-old Alfred to join the Brothers of Holy Cross in
Montreal, right across from Mount Royal, at Notre Dame
College, a school run by the congregation. Father
Provençal sent a note with Alfred to college authorities that

said, “I’m sending you a saint. ...”
In honor of Father Provençal, Alfred was given the

name André. And for much of his life, he was a porter.
Brother André soon received a reputation of being a

healer. But the brother attributed such healings to the cura-
tive powers of St. Joseph’s Oil, popular in both Canada
and France at the time, by those people who had prayed
for St. Joseph’s intercession. Brother André gave all honor
and credit to St. Joseph for such miraculous healings. 

It was Brother André’s desire to build a chapel dedicat-
ed to St. Joseph, who is the patron saint of Canada. In
1896, the Holy Cross community purchased a large tract of
land facing the hillside. But it wasn’t until 1902 that
Brother André convinced the superior to allow the building
of a chapel dedicated to St. Joseph on the nearby moun-
tain. Brother André began raising funds.

The first chapel opened Oct. 19, 1904, but it proved too
small for the crowds, so through the years, Brother André
worked toward larger and larger edifices. Brother André
died at the age of 91 on Jan. 6, 1937. The dome to the ora-
tory was completed in 1967, years after the brother’s
death.

Brother André was pronounced blessed by Pope John
Paul II on May 23, 1982. The pope called Brother André a
“man of prayer and friend of the poor.”

As we look to his canonization Oct. 17 in Rome, it is
good to learn about this man. We can all gain from his
simple but strong faith, devotion to a saint and seeing a
dream fulfilled in a magnificent oratory that attracts mil-

lions of pilgrims
yet today.

What is strik-
ing throughout
the book is that
Brother André
is very ordi-
nary, but
allows God to
work through
him with
incredulous results
and marvel.

As we rejoice with Congregation of Holy Cross with
the canononization of St. André Bessette, may we all learn
from his virtues and incorporate them on our journey.

Questions for reflection
• Brother André was a ordinary man used by God in

extraordinary ways. When have you or someone you
know been used by God in extraordinary ways?

• Brother André was devoted to St. Joseph. Do you
have a favorite saint? Who and why? If not learn about
some of the Church’s saints.

• Brother André’s dream of creating a magnificent
oratory was fulfilled by God’s works through him. What
dreams do you hold ready to be fulfilled by God?

B Y  T I M  J O H N S O N

have everyone come together for
something like this, with the bish-
op at the center. I liked it a lot!”

Bishop Rhoades greeted the
crowd, flanked by 40 Days for
Life South Bend organizers.
Several Sisters of St. Francis of
Perpetual Adoration provided
music, joining the group on the
“prayer peninsula.” 

The “prayer peninsula” is a
newly paved area just past the
property line of the Women’s
Pavilion, covering what used to be
a patch of dirt and thorny bushes.
It provides a more stable place for
people to pray outside the abortion
clinic. The words, “Life Begins at
Conception” are prominently dis-
played across the pavement.

Bishop Rhoades began the joy-
ful mysteries, praying an invoca-
tion before every Hail Mary. The
special rosary reflections were
written by the U.S. bishops to pray
for the cause of life.

“I thought it was very peaceful
and very prayerful,” reflected Liz
Appleton, a young wife and moth-
er of five children. “I was moved
by the prayers said before the Hail
Mary’s … it was really inspiring
and very beautiful.”

Appleton, who had several

small children in tow, including
her youngest in a back-carrier, said
she brought her family to the
Rosary for Life despite the chal-
lenges.

“Part of it was the sacrifice of
the work of bringing them here,
but also for the witness of seeing
happy moms and happy children
all together!”

Not everyone appeared happy
to have so many people gathered
together. Workers from the
Women’s Pavilion stood behind
vehicles with bumper stickers and
hand-made signs specifically
insulting the Catholic Church and
supporting abortion rights. Today’s
Catholic spoke with one of the
workers, who identified herself at
Grace. 

“I’ve been here five years, and I
love working here,” said Grace, a
self-described former Catholic
who believes a woman should
have the choice to abort her baby.
Grace says she has spoken with
pro-life supporters over the years
who pray outside her office.

“I don’t mind that they say,
‘Grace, I’m going to pray for you.’
And I say, “Please, all the prayer I
can get is good,’ but don’t tell
somebody that they can’t or they
shouldn’t do something.”

While the small group of work-
ers stood outside, at times laughing
during the Rosary for Life, they
couldn’t help but hear the prayers
during the hour-long vigil. 

“I am so thrilled to see so many

gathered together in prayer, as we
offer a great cry to heaven, asking
the Lord to bestow His grace upon
all who come to this place,” said
Bishop Rhoades as he concluded
the rosary. “We ask the Lord to
especially touch the hearts and the
souls of all the mothers who come
here. And we also pray for the con-
version of those who work here.”

Mary Akre, South Bend 40
Days for Life campaign director,
said she was “in awe” at the turn-
out and thanked Bishop Rhoades
for his leadership.

“He was standing up there and
I’m thinking, ‘This guy is a war-
rior!’ What a fatherly figure. What
an example!”

Akre added that the same doc-
tor who performs abortions at the
South Bend facility works in Fort
Wayne as well, where there is also
a 40 Days for Life campaign. She
says both groups are praying in
solidarity.

In Fort Wayne, a prayer vigil is
being held in front of the abortion
clinic on Inwood Drive. Parishes
and other churches in the Fort
Wayne area are praying at the vigil.
On Sept. 30, students from St.
Charles, St. Vincent de Paul and St.
Jude schools were scheduled to
meet and pray together.

Shawn Sullivan, the South Bend
vigil director, is optimistic but
knows there is much work to do.

“Just a few days after the
Rosary for Life, I have seen some
new faces at the ‘prayer peninsu-
la,’ so I know there will be fruits
from the bishop’s Rosary for Life,”
said Sullivan. “The parable of the
seeds scattered on the path comes
to mind. So our goal is to keep the
faithful engaged with our efforts,
to keep them excited about it, and
to urge them to evangelize others.
John Paul II urged us to spread the
Gospel of Life, and that is our
chief mission.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ROSARY
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Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades leads the joyful mysteries from the “Prayer
Peninsula,” just outside a South Bend abortion clinic.

Little Joseph Hunckler, perched
atop his big brother’s shoulders,
peers out over a sea of people
praying the Rosary for Life.

To participate in 40 Days for Life, which
runs through Oct. 30, go to
www.40daysforlife.com.




