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TODAY’S CATHOLIC U.S. bishops to ask President-
elect Obama not to support or
sign Freedom Of Choice Act

Some days in Baltimore
It is the first diocese in our country.

Sometimes called the Primary See. The dis-
tinguished John Carroll was its first bishop.
His cousin, Charles Carroll of Carrollton,
was a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, and I believe the only
Catholic signer. The present archbishop is
Edwin O’Brien, a native of New York. In
the last few years, the bishops of our coun-
try have returned to Baltimore for our fall
meeting. 

A historical moment
There was much discussion

among the bishops at general
sessions, and informally, about
the recent election. The election
of an African-American as presi-
dent of the United States was
greeted with great respect, and
joy, that our country has come
so far. We have a number of
African-American bishops, and
our president for a recent term,
was Archbishop Wilton Gregory,
of Atlanta, an African-American
born in Chicago. Gladness —
especially for our Americans of African-
American heritage who have suffered so
much before taking their rightful place, but
also a certain anxiety, even foreboding.
Much of this concern centered around a
proposed piece of legislation called The
Freedom Of Choice Act. The intense con-
cern about this legislation came from the
fact that the president-elect, during the days
of the presidential primaries, while speak-
ing to Planned Parenthood, had given
staunch and unconditional support to this
act. Our Pro-Life Office supplied me with a
tape of this during the election campaign. It
is ominous, and worrisome. 

In its present form the proposed law
would wipe out many of the gains, limited
— but important, which have come about
through legislation in the various states. 

Many who have analyzed the act believe
that important measures, such as waiting
periods, parental permission, requiring
ultrasound so that the mother sees the child
she is carrying, would be eliminated. Such
limitations, which have been assisted
though the various states, speak to the dig-
nity of the mother and father — requiring
them to reflect before committing this terri-
ble act. In many cases, they have saved the
child.

There is another concern. Catholic hos-

pitals and other health institutions are pro-
tected by the Constitution, and are not
required to allow abortions; many believe
that this legislation would take away such
respect for conscience. 

What concerns many is that the presi-
dent-elect said quite clearly that he would
support the Freedom of Choice Act and
sign it into law. 

In the statement of our president,
Cardinal George, the archbishop of
Chicago, approved unanimously by the
body of bishops, we expressed the belief
that the president-elect was sincere in his
call for national unity. We bishops indicated
our support for that call, and asked him in
order to ensure such unity, not to support
the Freedom of Choice Act. This was a
request that the president-elect not divide
the people, but rather draw people together
to face the serious problems confronting us;
namely, the economy, the issue of immigra-
tion and wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. If
the government of our beloved country
pushes ahead in making abortion a right
protected by this statute, it will be neces-

sary to organize a strong opposition, and
we would see this as a solemn responsibili-
ty. It is my understanding that some of the
leadership of our conference hope to meet
with the president-elect on this and other
issues.

A new translation
We also approved, after intense discus-

sion, and a number of amendments, many
prayers to be included in the new missal.
Our readers may wonder why the church is,
once again, looking to change the prayers
at Mass, which we have been praying now
for many years. Let me say, that I am
entirely supportive of this change. The new
translations restore a certain sacredness to
the words in these prayers. My old friend
and former colleague, Archbishop Al
Hughes, served on a commission in Rome,
where he goes several times a year, called
“Vox Clara” (“Clear Voice”). The archbish-
op, like myself, graduated from Boston
College High School, but I dare say he is a
much better Latinist than I am. Remember,
the church has very little experience with
Mass in modern languages. For 500 years,
the text of the Mass of the Roman rite was
Latin, which at one time was almost a uni-
versal language. The effort was to protect

the sacredness of the text, and also to pro-
tect sound theology. An excellent job has
been done, and we expect within a few
years there will be a whole new translation
of the Mass. I am not anxious about that
change. I welcome it and support it. Surely,
there will be a serious pastoral responsibili-
ty, especially on the part of priests and
bishops to work hard to prepare our people
for this change. But I have always found
that if we catechize and teach properly, if
we explain the reasons for it and show that
this is better and more beautiful, our people
will rally behind it. It is a pastoral task,
which we can face together. 

Also, the Mass is not something that we
make up. We receive it as a gift, an enor-
mous and ineffable gift from Christ through
the church. This translation would be better
English, more sacred, and will help us to
pray. It is a change, which is foundational
and helpful and will require the collabora-
tion of all of us.

Also, this is favored by the Holy See,
and a keen obligation of the bishop is
always to be in communion with the suc-

cessor of Peter. 

A further update
On Sunday, I drove east to

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church.
What a joy to approach this
church, built by the people of the
diocese as part of our celebration
of the great Jubilee of 2000. A
special thanks to Linda Furge,
without whom, I believe this
church might not be a reality.
Her hard work over many years

with architects and with the parish made it
possible. It is a result of a nationwide archi-
tectural contest, and it sits beautifully on a
hill looking like a church one might see in
Mexico. I was there for confirmations in
Spanish, and it was a joy. 

A touch of sadness that Father Paul
Bueter, who has been pastor there for these
many years, including the time when the
parish church was a garage in Milford, will
be retiring Jan. 2, 2009. Father Paul is
beloved by the parishioners there, and will
be missed. And I am grateful that Sister
Joan Hastreiter, CSJ, a native of this dio-
cese, will continue her work at this impor-
tant parish. 

A great joy on Monday to give a presen-
tation to all our Catholic Charities workers
on Catholic identity, based on the encycli-
cal “Deus Caritas Est.” I tried to lay out
those distinctive characteristics and marks,
which Pope Benedict XVI has laid down as
central to a Catholic agency which works
for the poor.

Winter is coming and seems already
here. But so is Thanksgiving, and then
Advent, and Christmas, and other beautiful
moments of faith.

See you all next week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES

Winter is coming and seems already here. 

But so is Thanksgiving, and then Advent, and 
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Bishop D’Arcy highlights U.S. bishops
meeting at airport press meeting

FORT WAYNE — As the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) finished their meeting
in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 12,
Bishop John M. D’Arcy, after
returning to Fort Wayne
International Airport late that
evening, was available to meet
with the media to reflect upon
the fall meeting’s highlights.

Changes in the Mass, and the
U.S. bishops joining forces to
state their concern about life
issues such as the Freedom of
Choice Act (FOCA) with
President-elect Barack Obama,
were some of the meeting high-
lights mentioned by Bishop
D’Arcy.

“I would say there was a
good discussion in the changes
in the Mass and putting that into
a more sacred English,” Bishop
D’Arcy said. “And that has been
approved. It will probably not
be enforced for a couple or
more years. It’s the completion
of a long process.”

Concerning the recent elec-
tion, Bishop D’Arcy said, “We
had an intense discussion about
the election. Our leadership,
Cardinal (Francis) George, will
be meeting with the president-
elect. And it was made clear, we
know the president-elect is
interested in unity.”

Bishop D’Arcy said the bish-

ops want to pray for the presi-
dent-elect and cooperate with
him, but they will also put
before him a statement: “We
don’t want to take away that
unity everybody wants by com-
ing out with things that are
going to be offensive to the
Catholic population and others
such as the Freedom of Choice
Act (FOCA),” Bishop D’Arcy
said.

“There was much concern
with the bishops about the
Freedom of Choice Act,” he
said, “and that was put in a let-
ter that our (USCCB) president
(Cardinal George) wrote. It’s
going to be presented to our
president-elect,” and presented
publicly.

“The Freedom of Choice Act
... would take away all the
restrictions that have been
placed on abortions like waiting
periods and parental permission
that have gone through state
legislatures,” Bishop D’Arcy
said. “For them to take that
away would be a terrible offense
to the Catholic population and
others. But most importantly, it
would endanger the lives of the
infants. 

“Also (the bishops) are wor-
ried about Catholic hospitals,”
Bishop D’Arcy added. “Are
they going to lose the protection
that they have? So we think it is
a violation of church and state.
We think it is terrible legisla-

tion.”
Bishop D’Arcy explained

some of the recent concerns of
the FOCA legislation: “It was
already introduced in the
Congress last summer. Now
there’s a stronger Democratic
majority, so that’s a worry. But
we hope that the president
would not so divide the country
as to bring that in.”

He added, “But there are
some legislators, including
Catholics, who have supported
it. So there was much discussion
on that.”

Another item of discussion
was the blessing of the child in
the womb. Bishop D’Arcy said
the blessing was requested by
many mothers and many of the
pro-life people. “That’s a very
beautiful blessing,” Bishop
D’Arcy said. “Once it’s pub-
lished and put together, we hope
it will emphasize, ‘this is a
child, this is a person, and we’ll
consecrate the person to God.’”

On the personal level, Bishop
D’Arcy said a eucharistic holy
hour and the opportunity for the
sacrament of reconciliation were
most appreciated.

“I also saw the film
‘Testimony,’ which is the life of
John Paul II. It was narrated by
Bishop (Stanislaw) Dziwisz, the
(Pope John Paul II’s) secretary,”
Bishop D’Arcy reflected. “That
was terrific.”

writing style. After an overnight
writing session, the statement was
read by Cardinal George to the
body of bishops, who greeted it
with applause.

It starts by saying the bishops
“welcome this moment of historic
transition and look forward to
working with President-elect
(Barack) Obama and the members
of the new Congress for the com-
mon good of all.”

“We want to continue our work
for economic justice and opportu-
nity for all; our efforts to reform
laws around immigration and the
situation of the undocumented; our
provision of better education and
adequate health care for all, espe-
cially for women and children; our
desire to safeguard religious free-
dom and foster peace at home and
abroad,” it said. “The church is
intent on doing good and will con-
tinue to cooperate gladly with the
government and all others working
for these goods.”

The statement went on to
explain church teaching that life is
a gift from God and that “a good
state protects the lives of all.”

It said Roe v. Wade, the 1973
Supreme Court ruling overturning
nearly all restrictions on abortion,
was “a bad law. The danger the
bishops see at this moment is that
a bad court decision will be
enshrined in bad legislation that is
more radical than the 1973
Supreme Court decision itself.”

The statement elaborated a
range of concerns about the pro-
posed Freedom of Choice Act,
including concerns that it would
“deprive the American people in
all 50 states of the freedom they
now have to enact modest
restraints and regulations on the
abortion industry.” It said the bill
“would coerce all Americans into
subsidizing and promoting abor-
tion with their tax dollars,” and
would counteract any efforts to
reduce the number of abortions in
the country.

Statutes requiring parental noti-
fication when minors receive abor-
tions, informed-consent provisions
and bans on procedures such as
partial-birth abortion would also
be prohibited, the statement said.
It raised concern that abortion
clinics would no longer be regulat-
ed, that a current ban on federal
funding of abortion would end and
that it would “have lethal conse-
quences for prenatal human life.”

Catholic health care institutions
and Catholic Charities would be
threatened, it said, because the bill
would have a “destructive effect
on the freedom of conscience of
doctors, nurses and health care
workers whose personal convic-
tions do not permit them to coop-
erate in the private killing of
unborn children.”

The Freedom of Choice Act
has been introduced in at least the
last four sessions of Congress
without any action. Other versions
go back to the early 1990s. In
1993, when Democrats controlled
both houses of Congress, the
Senate Labor and Human
Resources Committee approved
that year’s version. But it never
reached a floor vote and saw no
action in the House.

In a January 2008 statement,
Obama said he would support pas-
sage of the Freedom of Choice
Act. The latest version introduced
in April 2007 would establish fed-
eral protection of abortion, regard-
less of what state laws might exist.

The statement from the bishops
noted the recent election “was
principally decided out of concern
for the economy, for the loss of
jobs and homes and financial
security for families.”

If the election “is misinterpret-
ed ideologically as a referendum
on abortion, the unity desired by
President-elect Obama and all
Americans at this moment of crisis
will be impossible to achieve,” it
said. Besides alienating tens of
millions of people, erasing restric-
tions on abortion “would be seen
by many as an attack on the free
exercise of their religion,” it said.

The statement concluded by
thanking “all those in politics who
work with good will to protect the
lives of the most vulnerable
among us,” and reiterating the
bishops’ desire “to work with all
those who cherish the common
good of our nation. The common
good is not the sum total of indi-
vidual desires and interests; it is
achieved in the working out of a
common life based upon good rea-
son and good will for all.”

It said the bishops’ prayers
accompany Obama and his family
and those “who are cooperating
with him to assure a smooth tran-
sition in government.”

During discussion of the state-
ment at the bishops’ meeting, some
bishops raised the point about not
taking the election results as a
green light for changing abortion
policies. Others seemed to prefer
that the statement take on other
issues, such as how the church
responds to Catholic politicians
whose political actions seem to
conflict with church teaching.

Bishop Joseph F. Martino of
Scranton, Pa., said though he real-
ized the statement would not
address that topic “we are going to
have to speak as firmly as possible
to Catholic politicians who are not
merely reluctant to vote pro-life,
but are stridently anti-life.” He
noted that in ages past the U.S.
bishops took canonical measures
against Catholic politicians who
supported institutional racism.

“We have to have something
like that,” he said. “I cannot have
the vice president-elect (Joseph
Biden) coming to Scranton (his
childhood home) saying he
learned his values there, when his
values are utterly against the
teachings of the Catholic Church.”

Bishop Blase J. Cupich of
Rapid City, S.D., recommended
emphasizing Obama’s campaign
call to personal responsibility.

“That was a message that res-
onated with the prominent
Catholics who decided to support
him and it may be the basis for
seeking common ground,” he said.

Some bishops recommended
the statement specifically not take
an attacking posture, and instead
seek a “prophetic voice.”

Bishop Cupich said it was
important the statement be prophet-
ic. “What we need is a prophecy of
solidarity, speaking for those with-
out a voice, for the community we
serve and the nation we live in,” he
said. The statement, he said, should
be perceived as coming from bish-
ops who are acting “as caring
teachers.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BISHOPS
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US economic downturn fuels flow 
of migrants returning to Guatemala

GUATEMALA CITY (CNS) —
Standing on busy Sixth Avenue
hawking nail clippers and gloves,
Oscar Gonzalez was just one more
merchant in a sea of vendors,
shoppers, beggars and the occa-
sional thief.

This was not how Gonzalez, 36,
had planned on supporting his wife
and four children.

Like so many other Central
Americans before him, Gonzalez
had counted on the allure of the
American dream, the promise of
jobs waiting for the taking north of
the U.S.-Mexican border.

But after struggling for a year
and a half to find construction
work as an undocumented immi-
grant in Arizona, Gonzalez gave
up.

“There were no jobs; I was
without work for three months, so
I had no choice but to leave,” said
Gonzalez, who returned home to
this predominantly Catholic coun-
try Aug. 30.

He was not the first to leave.
The downturn of the U.S. econ-

omy, the lack of construction,
landscaping and restaurant jobs,
and the threat of deportation from
a U.S. crackdown on illegal immi-
gration have prompted thousands
of undocumented immigrants like

CNS PHOTO/SUMMER HARLOW

Oscar Gonzalez poses Nov. 13 with gloves, nail clippers and other items
he sells on the street in Guatemala City. Gonzalez returned home to
Guatemala Aug. 30 after struggling for over a year to find construction
work as an undocumented immigrant in Arizona. 
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Parishes offer practical, spiritual support for the unemployed 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
impact of the wave of layoffs in
firms, factories, financial compa-
nies and the automotive industry
can be felt in parish halls or church
basements across the country on
any given weeknight.

That’s where many of the
newly unemployed go for practical
and sometimes spiritual advice.

Just outside Detroit, at St.
Andrew Parish in Rochester, a job
support group began last year with
about 20 participants. Now, at least
80 people attend the twice-month-
ly meetings, according to Betty
Dobies, chair of St. Andrew’s
Career Mentoring Ministry, which
has a partnership with 13 church
groups in the Detroit area.

“We started out thinking we’d
review resumes and interview
techniques, but we found that the
main thing people really need is
support,” Dobies said.

During the sessions, parish vol-
unteers, including career advisers,
licensed counselors and human
resource specialists, are paired
with job seekers. Guest speakers
also give tips on updating resumes
and on networking.

Dobies, a St. Andrew parish-
ioner and retired sales manager
who worked at Xerox and AT&T,
said that for many people attend-
ing these sessions this is their first
experience with unemployment. It
might also be the first time for
them to be looking for a job since
they were initially hired.

“What they don’t know is that
the job market has changed so
much,” she told Catholic News
Service in a Nov. 12 telephone
interview. She noted that landing a
job is often based more on net-

working than anything else.
“Resumes are not enough,” she
stressed.

“A lot of people have no idea
what to do,” she said of those who
have lost their jobs after decades
with the same company.

In Michigan, these jobs have
predominantly been in the automo-
tive industry. The car giants Ford
Motor Co. and General Motors
Corp., slammed by huge losses,
have closed factories and laid off
thousands of employees already
and may announce more cuts by
the end of the year. The companies
are waiting to hear if they will be
given a federal bailout.

“We find people not in
Michigan don’t really understand
how dramatically this is affecting
people,” Dobies said, adding that
often those who have lost their
jobs can’t easily pick up and move
to work elsewhere because they
often can’t sell their homes.

Like many other Michigan
natives, Dobies comes from a fam-
ily whose members have worked
in the automotive industry for gen-
erations. She said she “never
would have guessed” the car
industry would be in trouble.

“It’s so encompassing,” she
said. “The auto industry is tied to
suppliers all over the world.”

But Detroit is not the only place
feeling the affects of the nation’s
troubled economy. Construction
companies, retailers, mortgage
bankers, securities firms, the motel
industry, appliance factories, ship-
ping companies and steel plants all
have cut jobs this year.

During the month of October
alone manufacturing jobs
decreased by 90,000, construction
by 49,000, retail by 38,000 and the
financial industry by 24,000. Only
the health care and mining indus-
tries gained employees in this time
period.

According to the U.S. Labor
Department statistics released Nov.
7, the jobless rate rose to 6.5 per-
cent in October when employers
fired 240,000 workers. That figure
put the total number of unem-
ployed Americans past 10.08 mil-
lion, the highest level in 25 years.
One year ago, the jobless rate was
4.8 percent.

Gene Gilbert, one of the coordi-
nators of the St. Basil Job Search
Support Group in Brecksville,
Ohio, said he sees the affects of
frequent layoffs in the Tuesday
night meetings at his parish where
participants range from “high-level
CFOs to part-time employees,”
and sometimes both husbands and
wives are unemployed.

In Ohio, 7,000 job cuts were
recently announced by the interna-
tional shipping company DHL.
Other layoffs in the state have
come from Whirlpool Corp.; The
Plain Dealer, Cleveland’s daily

newspaper; and steel companies
and auto parts factories.

Gilbert, who retired in 2002,
knows what it’s like to lose a job;
he was laid off in 1993 from a
longtime job. But he also knows a
job loss today is far different than
it was a decade ago.

When he was laid off he
received one year’s severance pay
and was guaranteed help with find-
ing a new job. “That was back
when companies were still taking
better care of their employees,” he
said, noting employees who lose
their jobs today frequently do not
get a severance package and are
highly unlikely to get help finding
another job.

He said parish job support pro-
grams are “filling a void.” The St.
Basil group, formed about five
years ago, is part of a group of
four parishes in the Employment
Network Ministry of the Cleveland
Diocese.

“A major thing our church
stresses is there are basically two
commandments: Love the Lord
and love your neighbor as your-
self. Right now, our neighbors are
hurting in so many ways,” Gilbert
added.

“We want to make sure they
have as much help as they can get
in this stressful period. It’s one of
the biggest crises people can go
through when their very liveli-
hoods are in jeopardy,” he said.

Dobies agreed the church can
play a key role in helping people
find jobs and also maintaining
their self-confidence.

“One of the main things job
seekers need is hope — the belief
they can find another opportunity
and that their lives are not over,”
she said.

Assisted living has its advantages.

Affordability is one of them.
Save up to $7,200 when you move in by November 30th.*

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

There comes a time when caring for an aging parent at home is no longer an option. Assisted living is the 

perfect solution – providing individualized care in a place where your loved one can thrive.

Sunrise Senior Living makes it easier than ever to secure quality senior care for the one that means so 

much to you. From personal assistance, medication management and specialized memory care, to social 

activities, meals and transportation – we tailor services to meet each resident’s needs. All in a setting that 

feels like home.

* Offer based on availability and on select 
suites only. Must move in by 11/30/08. 
Other restrictions may apply.

It’s the best of everything. For less. Act now to make the most of this limited time offer.

Sunrise of Fort Wayne 260-471-3110 3110 East Coliseum Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Assisted Living • Memory Care

Talk Radio
Where God Matters

Kresta in the Afternoon
Weekdays 4 to 6 pm
On listener supported

Redeemer Radio, Catholic radio AM 1450

crystal clear live streaming audio 24/7 @
www.redeemerradio.com

Contact: info@redeemerradio.com
4705 Illinois Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46804

260-436-1450
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Michigan priest posts advice to 
unemployed on parish Web site 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — One of
the top items on the parish Web
site for St. Joseph Church in Lake
Orion, Mich., is certainly a sign of
the times.

“Struggling with unemploy-
ment? St. Joseph Church can
help,” it reads.

The link leads readers to three
audio files with speakers offering
spiritual and practical advice and
discussing the emotional toll of
losing one’s job. A fourth audio,
scheduled to be posted soon on the
site, will discuss job loss from an
entirely different perspective: how
a manager copes with the task of
firing employees.

Father Michael Verschaeve,
pastor at St. Joseph, posted the
links on the Web site —
www.stjosephlakeorion.org.

He said the audio links were
something parish leaders thought
they should provide as a way to
reach out to the church community
located near the Chrysler head-
quarters and a General Motors
assembly plant.

The auto industry has faced
huge losses this year, and GM in
particular has gone through a dra-
matic reduction of its factory
workforce with buyouts and early
retirement offers.

In 2003, the company had
about 125,000 U.S. employees. By
the end of 2008, that number is
expected to be 62,500. Earlier this
year the company announced it
was closing four plants where
pickup trucks and sport utility
vehicles are built, but it has yet to
fully make cuts at factories that
produce engines, transmissions
and other parts.

Among parishioners at St.

Joseph are both managers and fac-
tory workers in the auto industry.
Although some have lost their
jobs, others are in a time of uncer-
tainty, Father Verschaeve told
Catholic News Service Nov. 10 in
a telephone interview.

“We’re waiting for the other
shoe to drop — what will happen
with Chrysler and General
Motors,” he said, noting that more
job cuts are anticipated. 

The priest said the mood was
“very dour” as people waited and
wondered if they should take the
proposed buyouts. 

Yet amid the economic uncer-
tainty, parish giving has not
decreased. “People are still gener-
ous,” he said, adding that in tough
times “people turn to the church
and focus on things that are impor-
tant.”

Father Verschaeve, who deliv-
ers the Web audio address on “The
Spiritual Challenges of Being
Unemployed” on the parish site,
advised listeners to “cry out to
God” with their complaints, saying
it is “good for the soul.”

He also urged them to find their
strength in God and others and to
recognize that “sometimes after
traumatic events we can find
moments of grace. ... A new chal-
lenge to grow emerges.”

B Y  C A R O L  Z I M M E R M A N

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat...

for healing after abortion

If you are suffering from an abortion,  
experience the healing love of 
Jesus Christ at a Rachel’s Vineyard  

weekend retreat on 
December 5, 6, and 7, 2008.   

The weekend retreat will combine   
discussions, spiritual exercises, the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
a memorial service and Mass of  

Resurrection.  Participation is 
strictly confidential and offers a 

beautiful opportunity to experience 
God’s love, forgiveness and compassion.

For information and registration, call
765-477-7706 or toll free 877-522-3300.

Gonzalez to return to Latin
America. Such return migration,
however, is fueling fears that in
poor countries like Guatemala,
which depend on money sent
home by migrants, a glut of unem-
ployed former immigrants could
smash the local economy and
exacerbate the job, health, educa-
tion and crime problems.

“It’s a grave situation for Latin
American countries, especially
Guatemala, because the state isn’t
able to sustain all these people,”
said Carlos Lopez, administrator
for Casa del Migrante in
Guatemala City, part of the
Scalabrini missionaries’ network
of migrant houses. “If all 1.5 mil-
lion Guatemalan immigrants
returned tomorrow, it would be a
crisis, economically and socially.”

The U.S.-based Center for
Immigration Studies, which favors
limiting immigration, estimates
that between August 2007 and
May 2008 the United States’
undocumented immigrant popula-
tion fell 11 percent, from 12.5 mil-
lion to 11.2 million. The group
attributes the decline to both
stepped-up enforcement and the
economy.

Remittances, the money
migrants send home, represent
about 12 percent of the gross
domestic product for Guatemala;
4.1 million of the roughly 13 mil-
lion Guatemalans benefit directly
from remittances.

With a record 28,000
Guatemalans deported from the
United States this year and thou-

sands more leaving on their own,
the Inter-American Development
Bank has reported that for the first
year on record the value of remit-
tances to Latin American families
will have dropped.

Remittances to Latin America
and the Caribbean are projected to
be down 1.7 percent this year
from last, when adjusted for infla-
tion. That’s contrasted with the
nearly 14 percent growth rate the
region had been seeing since
2000.

Also, a new report from the
Swiss-based International
Organization for Migration proj-
ects the deportations to Guatemala
mean a $55 million loss in remit-
tances this year.

Rodolfo Rodas, 46, who
returned to Guatemala a year ago
after being unemployed for six
months, said that while he was
working in San Francisco he sent
money home to his wife and two
daughters every month.

The reason Rodas made the
dangerous and expensive trip
across the border in the first place
was to pay for his daughters’ edu-
cation, he said.

“I wanted them to be able to
get ahead,” he said. “It got to the
point that I wasn’t making any
money, and I wasn’t sending any
money home, so before all my
money ran out, I bought a plane
ticket to come home.”

The problem, Rodas said, is
that home does not have much
more to offer than the United
States.

“There’s no jobs in Guatemala
either, but at least here I’m with
my family,” he said.

Teddy Morales, 22, said his
worry is that, unless the
Guatemalan government steps up,
an influx of returned migrants —

like himself — will only cause
more problems in a country
marked by violence and where 60
percent of the population lives in
poverty.

“It’s making things in
Guatemala worse, worse than any-
thing we’ve seen so far,” he said.

The Guatemalan bishops’ con-
ference recently denounced the
escalating murder rate, kidnap-
pings and drug trafficking,
acknowledging that high unem-
ployment and increasing deporta-
tions play a role.

“People are coming back with-
out anything, without money, a
house or a job, so they’re tempted
to get involved in drug trafficking
or organized crime,” Lopez said.
“The worry is that unless there are
some development programs
implemented, crime will grow,
poverty will grow, and I think
we’ll be at the door of another
armed conflict or civil war.”

The returned migrants and
deportees still do not outnumber
those making their way to the
United States for the first time.

The International Organization
for Migration’s report shows that
50,000 more Guatemalans will
migrate to the United States this
year.

One, Carlos Marroquin, is a
30-year-old who recently stopped
at the migrant house in Guatemala
City on his journey to meet his
brother and sister in New Jersey.

“I’m scared, because I’ve heard
about all the risks and the immi-
gration raids and discrimination
and the economy,” said
Marroquin, who is leaving behind
his 9-year-old son. “But life here
is hard. There’s nothing I can do
for my son here. I want him to go
to school. I want his life to be eas-
ier than mine.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Church must strengthen
efforts to educate
Catholics in politics

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Catholic Church must strengthen
its efforts to educate and assist lay
Catholics involved in politics so
that the positions they hold and the
policies they promote reflect the
values of the faith they profess,
Pope Benedict
XVI said.

Meeting
members of the
Pontifical
Council for the
Laity Nov. 15,
the pope empha-
sized the need to
educate lay
Catholics to
play their proper
role in building
a world of jus-
tice, charity and
protection of
human rights.

“In a special
way, I reaffirm
the necessity
and urgency of
the evangelical
formation and pastoral accompani-
ment of a new generation of
Catholics involved in politics, that
they would be coherent with their
professed faith,” morally upright,
professional and passionate about
serving the common good, he said.

Laypeople are called to fulfill
their mission as followers and wit-

nesses to Christ in government,
social life, workplaces, schools
and families, the pope said.

“Every environment, circum-
stance and activity in which we
hope will shine the unity between
faith and life is entrusted to the
responsibility of the lay faithful,
moved by a desire to communicate
the gift of encountering Christ and

the certainty of
the dignity of
the human per-
son,” the pope
said.

Pope
Benedict also
praised the
council for the
laity’s commit-
ment to promot-
ing the dignity
and participation
of women in the
church and in
the world.

“Man and
woman, equal in
dignity, are
called to enrich
each other in
communion and

collaboration, not only in marriage
and family life, but also in socie-
ty,” he said.

“One can never say enough
about how much the church recog-
nizes, appreciates and values the
participation of women in its mis-
sion of spreading the Gospel,” the
pope said.

B Y  C I N D Y  W O O D E N
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General Motors auto workers leave
the GM powertrain plant in
Warren, Mich., Nov. 11. The auto
industry has faced huge losses
this year and GM in particular has
gone through a dramatic reduc-
tion of its factory workforce with
buyouts and early retirement
offers. 

“... that they would be

coherent with their 

professed faith,” morally

upright, professional and

passionate about serving

the common good ...”

POPE BENEDICT XVI



By receiving Eucharist,
Catholics can ‘transform
world,’ bishop says
ST. LOUIS (CNS) — The purpose
of the Eucharist is seen in the
actions of the saints, Bishop Paul
A. Zipfel of Bismarck, N.D., told
a gathering of the Gateway
Liturgical Conference in St. Louis
Nov. 7. “The bread and wine are
transformed in order to transform
us so that we can transform the
world,” he said during the annual
conference sponsored by the St.
Louis archdiocesan Office of
Sacred Worship. Using St. Francis
as an example, he said: “He regu-
larly received the Lord and was
changed. Then, he was able to
change the world by his life and
love. He was able to perceive
Christ’s presence in everyone, and
people, in turn, could see Christ’s
presence in him.” Bishop Zipfel
also used the example of Blessed
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India.
When asked how she was able to
care for the poorest of the poor
without becoming burned out, she
responded by simply pointing to
prayer before the Eucharist, he
said. Bishop Zipfel is a native of
St. Louis who was an educator,
parish pastor and auxiliary bishop
of the archdiocese before being
named to the North Dakota dio-
cese in 1996.

Vatican newspaper says
economic experts are
confusing consumers
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In the
midst of a financial situation of
great uncertainty, consumers have
a right to be confused, said an arti-
cle in the Vatican newspaper. Too
many so-called experts are telling
consumers “the infallible remedy
for overcoming the risk of poverty
caused by the economic crisis
under way” is to “spend, consume
and go into debt to keep the econ-
omy going,” said the article in
L’Osservatore Romano. But, the
Nov. 17 article said, basically
what those people are saying is
that “to overcome the crisis it is
necessary to continue the same
behavior that provoked it, that is
consumption and indebtedness.”
The article was written by Ettore
Gotti Tedeschi, an Italian banker
and a professor of financial ethics
at the Catholic University of the
Sacred Heart in Milan. He said
people are right to be confused
and even frightened when the
same experts encouraging them to
keep spending say that “a reces-
sion is under way and the worst is
yet to come.”

FBI investigating white
powder mailed to
Knights’ headquarters
NEW HAVEN, Conn. (CNS) — A
mailroom and printing plant at the
Knights of Columbus headquar-
ters in New Haven remained
closed Nov. 14 while the local FBI
office investigated a white powder
contained in an envelope mailed
from California. David Rhieu,
chief division counsel at the FBI
office in New Haven, said Nov. 14
that the testing of the powder will
be completed within 48 hours and
“the results will be released to the
victim, the Knights of Columbus.”

Rhieu said that while the investi-
gation was ongoing he could not
comment on whether the letter
containing the powder could be
linked to similar envelopes
received at the national headquar-
ters of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in Salt Lake
City and a Mormon temple in Los
Angeles. Patrick Korten, Knights
of Columbus vice president for
communications, told Catholic
News Service Nov. 14 that the let-
ter was received in the Knights’
mailroom on the morning of Nov.
13 and “produced a white powder
when opened.” Local police and
fire officials were notified and
eventually the FBI was brought in,
he said. “Three individuals were
decontaminated” following the
incident, and the mailroom and
printing plant were to remain
closed until Monday, Korten said.

Withholding nutrition,
hydration kills life, say
Vatican officials
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Withholding nutrition and hydra-
tion from a woman in a persistent
vegetative state is a serious, inad-
missible attack on life, said two
Vatican officials. Italy’s top
appeals court refused Nov. 13 to
overturn a lower-court decision
allowing the withdrawal of the
nasogastric tube that has kept
Eluana Englaro alive for more
than 16 years. For years, Englaro’s
father had been pursuing a legal
battle to allow his daughter to die.
She was injured in a car accident
in 1992. Archbishop Salvatore

Fisichella, president of the
Pontifical Academy for Life, told
reporters: “It is a very serious
decision. It is a big defeat for
everyone.” Cardinal Javier
Lozano Barragan, president of the
Pontifical Council for Health Care
Ministry, told reporters that, while
the Catholic Church does not
insist that extraordinary measures
be taken to keep a dying person
alive, nutrition and hydration “are
not extraordinary therapies that
can be suspended. Interrupting
them is equivalent to killing her.”

Priest’s remarks on
Obama voters said not to
reflect church teaching
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
administrator of the Diocese of
Charleston, S.C., said a pastor
who told his parishioners they
should refrain from receiving holy
Communion if they voted for
President-elect Barack Obama did
not “adequately reflect the
Catholic Church’s teaching” on
abortion and conscience. “Any
statements or comments to the
contrary are repudiated,” Msgr.
Martin T. Laughlin said in a Nov.
14 statement. Father Jay Scott
Newman of St. Mary’s Church in
Greenville, S.C., said in a letter to
his parishioners that Catholics
who voted for Obama, who sup-
ports legalized abortion, would
have to be reconciled with God
through the sacrament of penance
before faithfully receiving
Communion again. The letter was
published on the front page of the
parish bulletin Nov. 8-9. Msgr.

Laughlin said that Father
Newman’s comments “diverted
the church’s clear teaching on
abortion” by pulling it into the
“partisan political arena.” Quoting
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, Msgr. Laughlin said that
Christ gives everyone “the free-
dom to explore our own con-
science and to make our own deci-
sions while adhering to the law of
God and the teachings of the
faith.” The diocesan administrator
also urged Catholics throughout
South Carolina to unite to support
Obama and other elected officials
“with a view to influencing policy
in favor of the protection of the
unborn child.”

U.S. Army returns college
in Baghdad to Chaldean
Catholic Church
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
U.S. Army has returned the
Pontifical Babel College for
Philosophy and Theology in
Baghdad to the Chaldean Catholic
Church, promising to repair or
replace anything damaged while
U.S. soldiers occupied the build-
ings, Vatican Radio reported. The
seminarians, students and staff left
the complex in January 2007, tem-
porarily moving the college pro-
grams to northern Iraq because the
students and staff were not safe in
the college’s neighborhood in
Baghdad. Three months later, the
U.S. Army occupied the buildings
as a “combat outpost”; the college
was occupied first by the 4th
Cavalry Squadron of the First
Mechanized Infantry Division,

and then by the 2nd Squadron of
the 2nd Stryker Cavalry
Regiment. In a Nov. 14 report,
Vatican Radio quoted Chaldean
Auxiliary Bishop Jacques Ishaq of
Baghdad, rector of the college, as
saying the Army transferred the
property back to the church Nov.
6.

Religious campaign
urges new president to
ban torture of detainees
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A
broad coalition of religious groups
urged President-elect Barack
Obama to sign an executive order
banning torture by any part of the
federal government. “This is an
opportunity where one individual,
President-elect Obama, could
really change U.S. history here,
turn the page on a very dark chap-
ter on U.S.-sponsored torture,”
Linda Gustitis, president of the
National Religious Campaign
Against Torture, said during a
Nov. 12 press briefing. “An exec-
utive order itself could go a very
long way to ending the practice of
enhanced interrogation tech-
niques,” she said. The campaign,
which includes the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
among more than 200 religious
groups, also is calling for
Congress to investigate the inter-
rogation practices used by the
country’s intelligence agencies
and the military to gather informa-
tion from terrorism suspects, par-
ticularly those detained at the U.S.
army base at Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba and at prisons like Abu
Ghraib in Iraq.

Pending execution in
Kentucky eyed by 
execution opponents
FRANKFORT, Ky. (CNS) —
Kentucky’s Catholic bishops have
renewed their plea to Gov. Steve
Beshear to grant clemency in a
pending execution. Marco
Chapman, whose execution is set
for Nov. 21, seeks “suicide by
court,” the bishops note, a sign of
his mental instability resulting
from an abusive childhood and a
long history of drug and alcohol
abuse. Chapman pleaded guilty to
the 2002 murders of two children,
and to the attempted murder of
another child and their mother. At
his request, he was sentenced to
death for the murders and received
life sentences for the attempted
murders and the rape of the chil-
dren’s mother. Chapman has not
challenged his own execution and
is considered a “volunteer,”
opposing efforts to appeal on his
behalf. The bishops acknowl-
edged that the “facts surrounding
this grisly crime will engender lit-
tle public sympathy.” And they
noted that Catholic social teaching
allows, in principle, that govern-
ments may take the lives of those
guilty of extremely serious
crimes. “But this principle cannot
overshadow the church’s consis-
tent belief in the dignity of every
human life, even those whose
actions and decisions have proved
to be subhuman,” said the letter
from the Catholic Conference of
Kentucky, which represents the
state’s bishops in public policy
matters.
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Three-year-old Matthew Malone shows off part of his lunch at the Capuchin Soup

Kitchen in Detroit Nov. 13. A survey says almost half of Americans are living paycheck to

paycheck as food prices rise and the country's economic woes deepen. The soup kitchen

is operated by the Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph and got its start during the

Great Depression of 1929.

CHILD SHOWS PART OF LUNCH AT SOUP KITCHEN 



Saint Joseph’s
High named to
Honor Roll
SOUTH BEND — Saint Joseph’s
High School has been named for
the third consecutive year to the
National Catholic High School
Honor Roll. The high school has
been recognized as one of the best
50 Catholic secondary schools in
the United States. 

The Honor Roll is an independ-
ent project of the Acton Institute,
an international research and edu-
cational organization. The release
of the list on Nov. 10 states, “The
purpose of the honor roll is to rec-
ognize and encourage excellence
in Catholic secondary education.
It is a critical resource for parents
and educators that distinguishes
those schools that excel in three
categories: academic excellence,
Catholic identity, and civic educa-
tion.”

The selection of the top 50 is
determined by an advisory board
comprised of Catholic college
presidents and scholars. Included
on the board is Professor Gerard
Bradley, professor of law at the
University of Notre Dame Law
School. Another advisory board
member Father David M.
O’Connell, president of Catholic
University of America, said the
Honor Roll’s evaluation method is
indispensable. “Catholic schools
must examine themselves on a
regular basis using a well-rounded
approach that assesses adherence
to the church’s educational call-
ing.”

The mission statement of Saint
Joseph’s High School reads,
“Saint Joseph’s High School is a
Catholic secondary school dedi-
cated to transforming students in
heart and mind, preparing them to
serve God, the church and the
world. Receiving this honor roll
recognition for a third year rein-
forces our mission and helps to
define our success.”

Pontifical mission 
societies offer support
The Pontifical Society for the
Propagation of the Faith, an arm
of the Pontifical Mission
Societies, supports the Catholic
church’s worldwide missionary
efforts by accepting contributions
from the faithful of the Diocese
of Fort Wayne-South Bend. Total
contributions for the 2007 calen-
dar year reached $86,441. Father
Phillip Widmann, who served as
director of the society from 1995
to September of 2008, reports
that these funds, gathered on
World Mission Sunday in
October, are dispersed to mis-
sionaries around the world. 

Also under the umbrella of
Pontifical Mission Societies is the
Mission Cooperative Plan (MCP),
which supports individual mis-
sionaries, including those local
religious orders and foreign
priests who support their home-
land parishes, who request an
opportunity once a year to present
their mission in a parish of the
diocese. The total collected for the
Mission Coop in 2007 was
$228,636.85.

The Holy Childhood
Association, another arm of the
mission societies, is a children’s

missionary aid society where chil-
dren help children. The donations
benefit children with not only
basic survival needs but also
opportunities to receive instruc-
tion in the faith. For the school
year of 2007-2008, the children of
the diocese contributed a total of
$3,996.67.

Dr. Kathleen Schneider, who
has worked closely with Father
Widmann for five years, has
recently been appointed as the
new diocesan director of The
Pontifical Mission Societies and
will oversee The Pontifical
Society for the Propagation of the
Faith, the Mission Cooperative
Plan and the Holy Childhood
Association. In addition to work-
ing directly with the parishes and
the missionaries, her hope as
director is to heighten awareness
of mission work among the youth
of the diocese through education.

Bishop Luers’ students
recognized
FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School in Fort Wayne has
announced the following student
achievements.

Junior Corinne Lambert was
elected as a National Council
Delegate for the 2008 Girls Scout
National Council Session, 51st
Convention in Indianapolis. As an
elected delegate, Lambert accept-

ed the responsibility of being a
voting member of the national
organization and learned about the
democratic process in Girl
Scouting.

Junior Brittany Croy has
applied to attend the Molecular
Medicine in Action Conference
held on the campus of IUPUI
(Indiana University-Purdue
University at Indianapolis) during
March 1-2, 2009. Only 50 Indiana
high-school students will receive
the opportunity to participate.
These selected students will work
alongside some of the nation’s top
researchers in the labs of the
Herman B. Wells Center for
Pediatric Research.

Hope Ministries hosts
open house
SOUTH BEND — The communi-
ty is invited to celebrate the
Christmas season with the resi-
dents and staff of Hope
Ministries’ Family Life Center
during the Home for the Holidays
open house on Dec. 13, from 4-8
p.m. Hope Ministries Family Life
Center is located at 432 South
Lafayette Blvd. While touring the
Family Life Center and learning
about the needs of Hope residents,
guests will enjoy live Christmas
music, cookies and cocoa, a
Christmas bazaar, activities for
kids, festive decorations and

make-and-take crafts. Anyone
interested in volunteer opportuni-
ties or donation needs for this
event, please contact Sarah
Greenawalt at (574) 235-4150,
ext. 231 or
sgreenawalt@hopesb.org.

Opportunities are also avail-
able for those interested in adver-
tising their business or honoring a
loved one to sponsor and decorate
a tree or wreath to be displayed at
the Home for the Holidays open
house. For information regarding
sponsorships, please contact
Dennis Brown at (574) 235-4150,
ext. 244 or dbrown@hopesb.org.

Holy Cross College 
students accepting 
donations for
Thanksgiving baskets 
NOTRE DAME — With the help
of the St. Vincent DePaul Society
of South Bend, students at Holy
Cross College have selected
deserving families in the
Michiana area to receive
Thanksgiving baskets complete
with everything to make a tradi-
tional family feast.

This is the eighth year the
Social Concerns Committee at
Holy Cross has raised money for
this project. Because of the eco-
nomic situation this year they are
not asking local businesses to

donate, but are collecting from a
variety of other sources — pocket
change from students and dona-
tions from faculty, parents, alum-
ni, neighbors and friends.

The committee is accepting
donations until Friday, Nov. 21.
Later that day, students will use
the money at the local Meijers to
fill the baskets with turkey, stuff-
ing, yams, cranberry sauce,
canned vegetables, dinner rolls
and pumpkin pie. Checks may be
made payable to Holy Cross
College with Social Concerns
noted in the memo. For more
information contact Social
Concerns President Nichole
Molnar at nmolnar@hcc-nd.edu.
Mail donations to the Social
Concerns Committee, Holy Cross
College, P.O. Box 308, Notre
Dame, IN 46556-0308.

Advent service an 
ecumenical event in
Elkhart
ELKHART — Christians from
many churches joining together
to celebrate the event that unites
us all — the birth of Christ. It’s
with that spirit that the Ninth
Annual Ecumenical Advent
Lessons and Carols program is
held at St. Vincent de Paul
Church, 1108 South Main St.,
Elkhart.

The program is always held the
first Sunday of Advent, which
falls on Nov. 30 this year. The
service traces salvation history
from creation to the foretelling of
the birth of Christ through
Scripture. 

Lucy Minichillo, music direc-
tor at St. Vincent, explained how
the program began.

Minichillo said in 1997 the
choir at St. Vincent joined with St.
Thomas’ parish choir for an
Advent service and at that time
someone suggested it should be
ecumenical. Minichillo said when
she became full time music direc-
tor in 1999 she wanted to make
that ecumenical service a reality.
It took a couple of years but in
2000 they held their first service.

Over the years the choir has
continued to grow, currently rep-
resenting 18 different churches
including Mennonite, Lutheran,
Episcopalian, Methodist,
Nazarene and United Church of
Christ with some clergy and lay
members participating in the choir
and as readers. The 64-member
ecumenical choir is under the
direction of Walter Ginter, retired
from the Notre Dame music
department, according to
Minichillo.

The program is also bilingual
with some of the music, readings
and prayers in Spanish. The pro-
gram will be held from 5-6 p.m.
and is free and open to the public.
A free chili supper will follow. 

There will be a freewill offer-
ing collection for Church
Community Services, Elkhart, a
non-denominational organization
that offers job training, mentoring
and a food pantry. There will also
be a collection of nonperishable
food items for the food pantry at
CCS.              — Denise Fedorow

NOVEMBER 23, 2008 T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 7

AROUND THE DIOCESE

TESS STEFFEN

The Painted Turtle Drummers provided authentic sounds, traditional dress and an expla-

nation of Miami Indian traditions at St. John the Baptist, Fort Wayne, grade school. Some

of the teachers and students were privileged to participate in traditional dance steps that

were similar to a combination of square dancing and a line dance. The program tied into

the Thanksgiving season because the Miami Indian descendants “must have a heart that

is clean and they must be thankful” before they are allowed to play on the drum.  

MIAMI INDIAN DRUMMERS BRING TRADITION 
TO ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST SCHOOL
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ADVERTISE IN TODAY’S CATHOLIC

NORTH SOUTH

Jeanette Simon               Tess Steffen
(574) 234-0687             (260) 456-2824

Fort Wayne’s 
Most Complete 
Wedding Service.

Banquet Rooms

Hotel Rooms

Rehearsal Dinners

Catering Service

Wedding Cakes

You can choose one or all 

of our services. We’ll make the best of 

your special event. Hall’s has been in the 

business of making people happy for 

over 60 years. You can trust us to 

do it just right.

For more information contact Hall’s Guesthouse at:

(260) 489-2524 • www.DonHalls.com

PHOENIX
Phoenix Institute, a small family oriented foster care agency, is looking
for people to foster abused and neglected youth.  Phoenix Institute is
looking for stable and supportive families, single parents, married 
couples, families of color, empty nesters, people who rent or own.
To become a foster parent, you don’t need a lot of money, a fancy
house, or extensive parenting experience.  What you do need is a com-
mitment to learning and working as part of a team, a sense of humor,
flexibility, and patience.  And you need to want to provide a stable and
supportive home to a child.  Phoenix Institute has a staff with a rich
history of working in foster care.  Free training - 24 hour staff support
-reimbursement provided.

2200 Lake Avenue - Suite 260
Fort Wayne 46805 - (260) 424-0411

www.phoenixfostercare.com

Institute

ICC launches online tool 
for Catholic grassroots effort 
INDIANAPOLIS — Catholics
across Indiana can engage their
elected officials in a new and
powerful way through an online
tool offered by the Indiana
Catholic Conference.

Capitol Advantage, the soft-
ware tool launched by the
Indiana Catholic Conference,
now available on the ICC Web
page, allows visitors to enter a
Legislative Action Center and
engage in a variety of grassroots
activities in a few simple key-
strokes. One of the key features
of the software allows visitors to
quickly identify and contact their
elected officials.

By clicking “Legislative
Action Center” on the ICC home
page, the visitor has information
and quick access to government
officials. The center includes
these choices: elected officials,
issues, election and media. Under
the “Elected Officials” menu, for
example, visitors are able to
access the “Indiana Legislative
Directory” for state officials; or
select “President” to access the
president of the U.S., federal
agencies and a congressional
directory; or select the “Supreme
Court” for contact information
for the U.S. Supreme Court. In
addition to contact information
for each office holder, biographi-
cal information and links to other
useful Web pages for individual
members of the Indiana General
Assembly, or the U.S. Congress,
governmental agencies and the
U.S. Supreme Court are avail-
able.  

Visitors to the center also have
the option to join the action net-
work. By joining the action net-
work, members will begin receiv-
ing a weekly electronic newslet-
ter called Legislative Update
when the Indiana General
Assembly is in session during the
months of January through May
2009. Those receiving the
Legislative Update remain up to
speed on the issues and in tune
with the ICC’s efforts in the leg-
islature. The ICC also sends peri-
odic electronic “Action Alerts” to
network members who when
called upon via e-mail will assist
the church’s legislative efforts at
the state house by contacting
lawmakers. 

“When the Indiana General
Assembly is in session, getting

input from constituents in a time-
ly manner on legislation that is
being created is vital to the
process,” said Glenn Tebbe, exec-
utive director for the Indiana
Catholic Conference. 

“When Catholics contact their
representatives in unison with the
work of the Catholic Conference,
it allows the church to be more
effective in shaping morally
sound public policy. The use of
this software by Catholics has the
potential to significantly impact
the church’s role in the public
policy arena,” said Tebbe. “It is
my hope that our faith communi-
ty will seize the opportunity to
take advantage of this online
tool.” 

Tebbe said, “Catholics that
have a particular charism in pro-
life, social justice, education,
immigration reform, healthcare or
family life issues will be able to
stay connected and be counted
when important legislative deci-
sions are made on priority issues
the church is following.”

Want to know what the current
issues are or how elected officials
voted on abortion legislation?
Select “Issues” from the menu in
the Legislative Action Center.
Under “Issues,” individuals can
look up voting records under
“Key Votes” for members of the
Indiana General Assembly (State
Senators and State
Representatives) or members of
Congress (U.S. Senators and U.S.
Representatives) on legislation
affecting the unborn, families in
poverty, capital punishment,
same-sex marriage, the common
good, education and immigration
reform. 

Also under the “Issues” menu,
visitors can view current legisla-
tion, legislative alerts and
updates, and get tips on contact-
ing legislators via phone, mail or
in person. Other features include
a “Tell a Friend” option which
allows visitors to e-mail friends
or family members legislative
alerts or updates further expand-
ing those who can become
informed and involved in the leg-
islative process.

Want to write a letter to the
editor or put a call into a talk
radio program to voice a concern
from a Catholic perspective?
Contacting the media is made
easier than ever by selecting

“Media” from the menu in the
Legislative Action Center.
Contact information is available
for major newspapers, maga-
zines, radio and television sta-
tions in the state including e-
mails, addresses, phone and fax
numbers.

While the role of the Indiana
Catholic Conference is to serve
as the official voice of the
Catholic Church in the public
policy arena primarily in Indiana,
those visiting the ICC Web page
will also be notified about impor-
tant federal legislation that the
United States Catholic
Conference of Bishops is con-
cerned about, and offers the
means to contact members of
Congress.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC) reminds us “It is
necessary that all participate,
each according to his position
and role, in promoting the com-
mon good. This obligation is
inherent to the dignity of the
human person. ... As far as possi-
ble citizens should take an active
part in public life.” 

Since it’s inception in 1996,
over 1,200 organizations nation-
wide have used Capital
Advantage’s online tool to
engage millions of interested citi-
zens in the public policy process.

There are 11 other state
Catholic conferences that use
Capitol Advantage including
California, Kentucky, District of
Columbia, Iowa, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
New Jersey, New York and
Wisconsin. There are six other
Catholic conferences that use
similar online systems.

Christopher Leifeld, executive
director for the Minnesota
Catholic Conference said that in
the two years since the Capital
Advantage software was made
available in their state, they have
had over 1,500 subscribed users.
Over 450 of the subscribed uses
have sent e-mail messages to
government officials.

“We have editable messages,
so many of the messages sent by
users are personalized, resulting
in greater impact,” said Leifeld.

To explore the ICC’s new,
online, public policy tool, go to
the ICC Web page at www.indi-
anacc.org.  Click “Legislative
Action Center”.

Seminarians instituted
as readers, acolytes 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — On Nov.
8, 25 seminarians from 11 differ-
ent dioceses were instituted into
the liturgical ministries of reader
or acolyte at the Pontifical
College Josephinum by the
Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC,
bishop of Peoria. The installation
Mass was celebrated in St.
Turibius Chapel in the company
of visiting priests, families of the
candidates, as well as benefactors
and friends of the Josephinum. 

Once termed minor orders, the
positions of reader and acolyte
are conferred to first and second
year theologians, respectively. 

First-year theology students
installed as readers are commis-
sioned to proclaim the word of
God in the liturgical assembly
and to catechize the faithful.
During the liturgy, the candidates
knelt before Bishop Jenky, who
held out a Bible to them and said,
“Take this book of holy
Scripture, and be faithful in hand-
ing on the word of God so that it
may grow strong in the hearts of

his people.”  
The candidates for acolytes,

who are second-year theologians,
were entrusted with the duties of
attending to the altar, assisting
the deacon and priest at Mass and
distributing holy Communion as
an extraordinary minister. They
may also expose the Blessed
Sacrament for adoration. The
candidates approached the bishop
and knelt before him as he held a
paten of bread and said, “Take
this vessel with bread for the cel-
ebration of the Eucharist. Make
your life worthy of your service
at the table of the Lord and of his
church.”

The Josephinum serves an
average of 30 dioceses — nation-
al and international — each year.
Seminarians from 11 dioceses
received ministries during the
liturgy: Alexandria, Brownsville,
Columbus, Covington, Fort
Wayne-South Bend, Gaylord,
Kalamazoo, Peoria, Steubenville,
Tyler and Youngstown.

PROVIDED BY THE PONTIF IC AL COLLEGE JOSEPHINUM

Pictured with Bishop Daniel Jenky, CSC, Diocese of Peoria, Ill., are, from
left, Jacob Meyer, Benjamin Muhlenkamp, Christopher Lapp, Msgr. Nevin
Klinger (vice-rector, school of theology), Msgr. Paul Langsfeld (rector-
president), Terrence Coonan and Matthew Coonan.
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Congratulations to
Saint Aloysius Parish

on the approaching sesquicentennial
celebration of its founding in 1859.

OOO

Please pray for the continued success of our parish and school

St. Aloysius Catholic Church
14623 Bluffton Road, Yoder, IN 46798-9471

(260) 622-4491
St. Aloysius School

14607 Bluffton Road, Yoder, IN 46798
(260) 622-7151

KNIGHTS HOST CLERGY
APPRECIATION DINNER

PROVIDED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,  AVE MARIA COUNCIL  #5521

The Father Julius A. Nieuwland 4th Degree Assembly 242

hosted their 32nd annual Clergy Appreciation Dinner on

Nov. 11. The event was held at the Knights of Columbus,

Ave Maria Council No. 5521 hall in South Bend. Honored

for their devotion to the Knights of Columbus, was Past

Faithful Friar Father Jim Gillis and Sir Knights and Past

Faithful Navigators Bernie Doyle, left and Tom Lesniak,

right. Not pictured are honorees Sir Knights and Past

Faithful Navigators Joseph Szalay and Elmer Danch.

CHRIST CHILD SOCIETY DISTRIBUTES
OVER 2,400 COATS TO NEEDY

KATHLEEN SHIELDS ROUSSEL

Bishop John M. D’Arcy sits with volunteers at the comput-

er check in at the coat distribution held at Sacred Heart

School. From left are Beth Shields, Lynne Pollifrone,

Carolyn DeGroff, Shirley Vorndran and Karen Wagner, who

are each two-year veterans of the computer check in sys-

tem that was implemented in 2006 to record client infor-

mation. Computers and software were acquired through

private donations. The coat distribution began in 1998

when 94 coats were distributed. This year, 2,470 coats

were distributed. In the 10 years of coat distribution,

12,359 coats have been given out.

John Lassen to lead the
Associated Churches food
bank system
FORT WAYNE — John Lassen
was appointed to replace Ellen
Graham as the new director of
the Associated Churches food
bank system at the Oct. 8
Associated Churches board of
director’s meeting. 

Lassen has worked with food
related industries throughout his
life, including Parkview Hospital
and the University of Saint
Francis, and has worked with the
food bank system since 2001. He
will manage all aspects of the
food bank system, especially
working with the 350 food bank
volunteers from the 26
Associated Churches food bank
sites.

The Associated Churches food
bank system began in 1979 and
has served the hungry of the
community for the past 29 years.
The system will feed over 88,000
Fort Wayne and Allen County
residents a total of 1,320,000
balanced meals or 2,508,000
pounds of food at cost. The num-
ber of clients has increased by
nearly 30 percent in the past
three years. 

The Associated Churches food
bank system is a faith-based,
neighborhood-centered volunteer
driven system. 

Associated Churches is a
United Way Agency and works
with most of the agencies in Fort
Wayne that work with the unem-
ployed, underemployed and the
historic poor.
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Local artists offer art, serve community food bank

FORT WAYNE — Many art collec-
tors in the Midwest area travel to
Chicago or Indianapolis to view
and buy high quality professional
art. Some local artists want them to
know that they no longer have to
travel long distances. The best kept
secret in Fort Wayne, they say, is
the creative talent right here at
home.

Santa Brink, one of those local
artists, has teamed with 20 other
gifted artisans to offer their cre-
ations in a unique venue on the
southwest side. Artworks Holiday
Art Gallery, now open at Jefferson
Pointe shopping mall, is a collec-
tion of fine art for holiday pur-
chase. The store, next to Barnes
and Noble Bookstore, is tastefully
laid out displaying a multitude of
media including original hand-
made jewelry, pottery, photogra-
phy, blown glass, paintings, sculp-
tor, unique clothing, hand-painted
bags and more from award win-
ning artists. 

But more than promoting the
local artists and offering the com-
munity the unique experience of
perusing this fine art right here in
Fort Wayne, this venture is a heart-
felt community outreach. The
artists have joined together to
donate a portion of the proceeds of
all sales to the Community Harvest
Food Bank.

“I’ve always been involved
with charity,” says Brink, parish-

ioner of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish, Fort Wayne, who has
worked with art events that bene-
fited local organizations such as
the SPCA and Pediatric Oncology
Unit at Lutheran Hospital.
Working with Jefferson Pointe this
past October with the art festival
proved a congenial partnership,
she says, adding that they agreed
to her idea of combining art and
charity. And with help from volun-
teers and artists she had the
Artworks Holiday Art Gallery
open for business within a week
and a half of approval.

When asked why she chose
Community Harvest Food Bank as
recipient of the artists’ proceeds,
Brink says, “They are in need in
these economic times and they are
a solid organization. There are no
negatives about giving food to
people.”

Acquiring the committed artists
to join in this community outreach
was surprisingly easy, says Brink,
who sent a mass e-mail out to
artists in the area. Those who
received the invitation called in
other artists, and within days, 20
had joined forces. “They all said,
‘How can I help?’” says Brink,
who has been pleased with the
artists’ response. “It’s been a col-
laborative effort. We have a lot of
good souls together.” Each artist is
required to donate their time to
man the store according to their
schedules. 

One of the responding artists is
MaryAnn Halsey, whose vibrant

watercolor paintings adorn the
walls of the newly opened gallery.
Her hand-painted bags, wallets and
purses are on display as well. Of
the project she says, “It’s an
adventure to promote our art and a
great way to give back to the com-
munity for the food bank, especial-
ly now during these times. There
are so many people in need.”

In developing her art work,
Halsey, a part-time speech patholo-
gist and parishioner of St.
Elizabeth Parish as well, has found
a new depth to her faith. “I had

prayed on it. I say, ‘You’re (God)
in charge.’ I have always believed
that this is a partnership in his art.
He wants me to do this ... to move
this visual art onto paper.”

Another artist involved in the
outreach project is Bonnie
Manning, yet another St. Elizabeth
parishioner, who is retired from the
postal service. Her media is pho-
tography, which has been dis-
played at several of the local art
festivals. Stunning floral shots cap-
tivate the viewer as they stroll
through the store. She feels the

gallery is more than a store, say-
ing, “It’s like visiting a museum
when you’re shopping. That’s
what I like about it — it’s a gallery
and a store. It’s a mini adventure
— an ‘out-of-town experience in
town.’”

Though these three talented
women are Catholics, Brink says
the gallery is a vibrant ecumenical
effort. “There are so many faith
persuasions here, with similar spir-
it. They are all just giving and
amazing. And everyone is so sup-
portive.”

The faithful and busy Brink is
executive director of Santa Brink
and Associates, a child advocacy
consultation firm and is employed
with Productive Business Interiors
as business development consult-
ant as well.

A food and wine reception was
held on Nov. 16, Brink’s 60th
birthday. The successful effort
included a silent auction and, of
course, monetary donations, and
those of nonperishable food items
were graciously accepted for the
food bank. 

The artists plan another recep-
tion on Dec. 6 from 5-8 p.m. for
patrons to “meet the artists.” It is
open to the public and Brink says,
“We are serving more than one
need, meeting the needs of the
artists and the community. It’s a
unique experience and we gladly
accept food products or donations
at any time. People can come and
buy gifts here and give to the food
bank. It’s a great concept!”

B Y  K A Y  C O Z A D

KAY COZAD

Local artists, from left, MaryAnn Halsey, Bonnie Manning and Santa
Brink arrange their creative works in the newly opened Artworks Holiday
Art Gallery. The store is located next to Barnes and Noble Bookstore at
Jefferson Pointe shopping center and open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. The
gallery offers unique handmade artwork with a portion of the proceeds
to benefit the Community Harvest Food Bank.

‘God writes straight with crooked lines’
Prison pen pal provides priest presider for Mass

MISHAWAKA — It’s been near-
ly four years since a prisoner
named Ken at the Indiana State
Prison in Michigan City sent a
letter to Sister Agnes Marie
Regan of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Perpetual Adoration,
Mishawaka. 

When she opened the curious
envelope adorned with smiley
faces, Sister Agnes was invited to
become a pen pal with Ken, who
was making a ministry in prison
of sending “homemade” cards to
others while serving a 60-year
sentence for burglary (Today’s
Catholic, March 18, 2007).

Sister Agnes came to Ken’s
attention and about 80 other
prison inmates who watched her
introduce the half-hour Sunday
TV Mass sponsored by the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend on WNDU TV, Channel 16,
at 10:30 a.m. The prisoners were
participating in a “St. Dismas
Community within the Walls”
group, which met weekly to
watch the TV Mass and study the
Bible. To the inmates, and many
others throughout the South Bend
viewing area, Sister Agnes simply
is known as the “TV Mass
Sister.”

Not only did Sister Agnes
agree to begin corresponding
with Ken regularly, she later also
worked-up the courage to accept

his invitation to accompany the
University of Notre Dame
Knights of Columbus and some
students on their annual visit to
provide a “feast for prisoners.”
Sister Agnes initially traveled
with Holy Cross Father Thomas
McNally, a priest residing at Our
Lady of Fatima House on the
Notre Dame campus.

Sister Agnes’s first visit was
quite rewarding socially, she said.
They ate together, took pictures
and she picked up two more pen
pals. The visit was spiritually
successful as well. Sister Agnes
attended Mass and prayed with
the St. Dismas group, some indi-
vidually, and blessed an inmate
and his rosary. 

She also asked God that once
each inmate had served the debt
he owed society for his crimes,
he would become a loving mem-
ber of his family and a productive
member of society.

And, it appears her prayers
have been answered, at least in
Ken’s case. Less than a year after
her initial visit to the Michigan
City prison, Ken’s lawyer began
reviewing his case and found that
there was a discrepancy in the
sentencing. Instead of six terms
of 10 years served consecutively,
his six sentences should have
been served concomitantly. Thus,
after serving a total of 14 years
behind bars, Ken was released by
a judge who ruled that his sen-
tence had been inappropriately

administered by a judge who
apparently was suffering from the
initial stages of dementia. 

Ken now resides in South
Bend with another former inmate.
Both men are attempting to read-
just to living in a free society
once again. Ken continues to par-
ticipate in the TV Mass each
Sunday, only now he attends in
person assisting with the chores
surrounding the setup and take-
down of the Mass set. 

Ken has his own vehicle and
comes to the TV Mass on his
own. Afterward he goes to Little
Flower Parish where he is a
parishioner. This month he will
begin serving the parish commu-
nity as a special minister of the
Eucharist. He has volunteered, as
well, to serve in other programs
sponsored by the parish and hap-
pily is making friends who are
lovingly supporting him as he
continues his journey into pro-

ductive life outside the walls. 
Ken always tells Sister Agnes

Marie that everything good that
has happened and is happening to
him is the result of “knee mail,”
the growing relationship with
God that Father David Link,
Michigan City chaplain, and
Father McNally helped him form
when he had nothing but “time”
to reflect on the direction of his
life. 

Sister Agnes sees to it that
Ken receives a videotape of the
TV Mass each Sunday for further
reflection and study. This fall,
however, she had to ask Ken if
she could take back the previous
Sunday’s taped Mass because a
priest could not be found to cele-
brate the Mass live the next
Sunday, not by Sister Agnes or
the diocesan Catholic
Communications Office. 

“It looked as though the only
thing we could do was air a
videotape from the previous
Sunday,” Sister Agnes said. When
she told Ken why she needed the
tape returned, he asked, “You
need a priest? I’ll get you one!” A
single telephone call later, and it
was arranged. Father McNally
would preside at the TV Mass.
“Talk about something going full
circle,” Sister Agnes exclaimed,
“Imagine, my former prison pen
pal provided a priest presider for
Mass. That old proverb certainly
holds true, ‘God writes straight
with crooked lines.’” 

B Y  V I N C E  L A B A R B E R A

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY S ISTER AGNES MARIE REGAN,  OSF

Sister Agnes Marie Regan, a Sister of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration,
Mishawaka, folds altar linens with Ken after the televised Nov. 16 Mass
at WNDU-TV.


