


T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C2 NOVEMBER 9, 2008

Official newspaper of the 

Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend

P.O. Box 11169

Fort Wayne, IN 46856

PUBLISHER: Bishop John M. D’Arcy

EDITOR: Tim Johnson

NEWS EDITOR and STAFF WRITER: Kay

Cozad

Editorial Department

PAGE DESIGNER: Francie Hogan

FREELANCE WRITERS: Lauren Caggiano,

Ann Carey, Michelle Castleman, Karen

Clifford, Elmer J. Danch, Michelle

Donaghey, Bonnie Elberson, Denise

Fedorow, Diane Freeby, May Lee

Johnson, Sister Margie Lavonis, CSC,

Joe Kozinski and Deb Wagner

Business Department

BUSINESS MANAGER: Kathy Denice

AD GRAPHICS DIRECTOR: Mark Weber

BOOKKEEPING/CIRCULATION: Kathy Voirol
kvoirol@fw.diocesefwsb.org

Advertising Sales

Tess Steffen (Fort Wayne area)

(260) 456-2824

Jeanette Simon (South Bend area)

(574) 234-0687

Web site: www.diocesefwsb.org/TODAY

Published weekly except the fourth
Sunday in June, first and third weeks
in July, first week in August and last
week in December by the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend, 1103 S.
Calhoun St., P.O. Box 390, Fort Wayne,
IN 46801. Periodicals postage paid at
Fort Wayne, IN, and additional mailing
office.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Today’s Catholic, P.O. Box 11169, Fort
Wayne, IN 46856-1169 or e-mail:
kvoirol@fw.diocesefwsb.org.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Domestic in
advance, one year $20. Bundle rates
available on request. Single copy 50¢.

MAIN OFFICE: 915 S. Clinton St., Fort
Wayne, IN 46802. Telephone (260)
456-2824. Fax: (260) 744-1473.
BUREAU OFFICE: 114 W. Wayne St., South
Bend, IN 46601. Telephone (574) 234-
0687. Fax: (574) 232-8483.

News deadline is the Monday morn-
ing before publication date.
Advertising deadline is nine days
before publication date.

LETTERS POLICY: Today’s Catholic wel-
comes original, signed letters about
issues affecting church life. Although
we cannot publish every letter we
receive, we strive to provide a bal-
anced representation of expressed
opinions and a variety of reflections
on life in the church. We will choose
letters for publication based on read-
er interest, timeliness and fairness.
Readers may agree or disagree with
the letter writers’ opinions. Letters
must not exceed 250 words. All let-
ters must be signed and include a
phone number and address for verifi-
cation. We reserve the right to edit
letters for legal and other concerns.

Mail letters to: Today’s Catholic,
P.O. Box 11169, Fort Wayne, IN
46856-1169; or e-mail:
editor@fw.diocesefwsb.org

ISSN 0891-1533

USPS 403630

TODAY’S CATHOLIC Catholic Burmese refugees
meet with Bishop D’Arcy

An important discovery
For several years, many refugees from

Burma have come into the Fort Wayne area
under the guidance of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops and Catholic Charities.
I have often inquired whether or not there
were any Catholics in this group, so that we
could respond to their spiritual and sacra-
mental needs, as is the serious obligation of
our local church, and especially the bishop.
I have been told that all were Buddhist.

Some weeks ago, at a press conference
called by Mayor Tom Henry, a young
woman approached and was introduced by
her employer. She was a Catholic, and told
me there were several Catholics among the
approximately 5,000 Burmese who have
come here after great suffering
in refugee camps in Thailand.
Remember, all of them are here
legally, and are fleeing an
oppressive government. They
are helped by the U.S. govern-
ment and are refugees, not
migrants.

In order to meet them, I
arranged for them to come to the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception for the noon Mass
on the feast of All Saints, and
later at the Archbishop Noll
Catholic Center for a soup and
sandwich lunch.

It was a very moving experi-
ence. One young boy goes to Queen of
Angels School, and his English is perfect.
Others are in public schools. Some children
need to be baptized. Others need prepara-
tion for first holy Communion. Some have
been sent to other Christian churches, and
have not been helped to return to the
Catholic Church. All hungered to live fully
their Catholic faith. There were many tears.
I am grateful to my assistant, Maureen
Schott, and also to Kathy Denice of Today’s
Catholic staff, who is a member of the
board of directors of Catholic Charities, for
arranging this event. 

They all agreed that they wished to be
part of the cathedral parish. I shall be work-
ing with Father Schulte, the rector, and
parishioners, to see that they are helped
spiritually and in every other way. For
them, it was a coming home.

Surely, this was a moving experience to
see their desire to be fully embraced by
their Catholic Church.

We will need places for them. Pope
Benedict XVI has pointed out in his
encyclical, “Deus Caritas Est,” that while
the church’s social agencies have a respon-
sibility to everyone, and must resist any
kind of proselytizing, a special obligation of
charity must be exercised towards those

whom the Scripture calls “the household of
the faithful.”

Anyone wishing to provide transporta-
tion for them to Sunday Mass should call
my office at (260) 422-4611. Their needs
are for food, jobs and religious instruction.

40 Days of Prayer and Fasting
I was leaving South Bend after two

intense days, and I turned down Ironwood,
and found my way to the place where every
week the lives of children not yet born are
mercilessly destroyed. As you know, it is
adjacent to the Women’s Care Center,
where lives of babies are saved, and women
are helped to choose life.

I have been told by my Pro-Life Office,
that there was a 24-hour vigil for 40 days.
True enough. I found two women praying
and I sat with them for awhile. One of them
asked me to lead the rosary, which I did. In
all, there were three women there during
my time. One told me she came every week
day night for a few hours. Others spent an
hour there, deep into the night. Earlier,
another woman told me that she came at 2
a.m. with her son, a student at Notre Dame. 

And also Fort Wayne
The following Sunday after a demanding

day, including two Masses at St. Patrick’s,
Ligonier, one in Spanish and one in
English, I drove to the site in Fort Wayne.
Here I found a well-lighted tent next to the
Baptist Church; I met the Baptist pastor and
his wife and mother, and also a Lutheran
pastor. I met several Catholics there, mostly
from St. Vincent Parish. There were signs
everywhere about fasting and praying for
40 days. The tent was well lighted and was
a very welcoming place. I was told that
those present were convinced that there had
been two “savings,” and this was also
recorded in the evening paper. How could
one not support this endeavor? Does it not
say in the Scriptures, from the Lord him-
self, that “this kind is cast out only by
prayer and fasting?” It is an ecumenical
effort, which is entirely appropriate. It
involves prayer and fasting as requested in
the Scriptures. It is a witness, also, of our
faith, to which we are called. My presence
in both sites was very brief compared to
those who went there day after day. I tip my
hat to all of them, and together with the two
Christian pastors, we prayed for all who
had spent time in these sites, and we prayed

for change of hearts among those tempted
to snuff out the life of the unborn child. I
was told about children from St. Charles,
St. Vincent and St. Jude schools coming in
procession one afternoon to pray. Several
priests also came to fast and pray.

North to Ligonier
I celebrated two Masses at Ligonier,

installing Father Wilson Corzo as new pas-
tor, first in English and then in Spanish.
The Mass in English was well attended, but
the Spanish Mass was standing room only.
A packed church, five or six rows deep in
the rear and down the side aisles.
Remember — another Mass, equally full,
was to follow. 

As with Albion, it was painful for me as
bishop to speak during the break between
the two Masses about the many pastoral
changes in this parish; and how for one
year there was no full religious education
program, except for first Communion and
confirmation. 

Much joy about Deacon Jacob. Jake
Runyon, who had served there during the
summer, and also joy and satisfaction about
Father Corzo’s presence. He is going home

to visit his mother, but he will be
a strong and steady influence on
these two parishes. Also, he has
incardinated in this diocese, so
his life will be given to our peo-
ple. The parish has been on track,
but much work has to be done. 

At my request, I have received
an excellent pastoral analysis
from Deacon Runyon and anoth-
er from Stan LeMieux, who is a
candidate for the diaconate and
has been a strong presence at St.
Patrick Parish. With God’s help,
and hard work, we will strength-
en this important parish; we will
ask the intercession and prayer of

the great missionary, Patrick, who is the
parish patron. 

It was a joy this week to dedicate a new
building at Saint Mary’s College, and then
hustle over to St. Anthony’s Parish to close
a parish mission. There was a very fine
crowd, and it was a privilege to celebrate
Mass and preach on the the holy Eucharist. 

The last word
Following our tradition, we give the last

word of the baseball season to the late dis-
tinguished Professor Bart Giamatti, presi-
dent of Yale, commissioner of baseball and
Red Sox fan. “It breaks your heart. It is
designed to break your heart. The game
begins in the spring, when everything else
begins again, and it blossoms in the sum-
mer, filling the afternoons and evenings,
and then as soon as the chill rains come, it
stops and leaves you to face the fall alone.
You count on it, rely on it to buffer the pas-
sage of time, to keep the memory of sun-
shine and high skies alive, and then just
when the days are all twilight, when you
need it the most, it stops.”

See you all next week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES

Some have been sent to other Christian churches, 

and have not been helped to return to the 

Catholic Church. All hungered to live fully 

their Catholic faith. 

There were many tears. 
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STATEMENT FROM BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

Withdrawal of Holy Cross
priests from Little Flower

Parish, South Bend, in 2010
October 26, 2008
My Dear Parishioners of Little Flower Parish,
It was with pain and sadness that I learned from Father David

Tyson, CSC, provincial of Holy Cross, of the decision made by the
Holy Cross Congregation to withdraw from Little Flower Parish,
South Bend on July 1, 2010.

This parish, under the patronage of St. Therese, a modern saint
and a doctor of the church, was founded by Holy Cross over 70
years ago. It has been a vital parish, noted especially for devotion to
the poor, and the implementation of Catholic social teaching. Its
food pantry is known far and wide. I have grown close to the present
pastor, Father Neil Ryan, CSC. Father Ryan has strengthened the
parish and brought it closer to the bishop, which is a central task of
any pastor; and has worked hard with the parishioners to see that the
parish debt was addressed and eliminated. He is serving with great
devotion.

Even while this brings sadness, it is also a time of gratitude —
gratitude to the Congregation of Holy Cross for their service here in
this parish for 70 years, and their devoted service to so many of our
parishes. 

I am also grateful to Father Tyson and his council that they have
given us considerable time before their departure, thus making possi-
ble planning and consultation.

This decision, surely not easy for Holy Cross, reminds us of the
call to pray that more young men of good quality will come forward
for the priesthood. Indeed, the Lord has commanded such prayer:
"The harvest is great, but the laborers are few. Pray the Lord of the
harvest to send forth laborers for the harvest." — Lk 10:2.

I want to assure the people of Little Flower Parish that the dio-
cese will take up the responsibility of giving strong and exemplary
pastoral leadership to this parish. I commend the parish to our
beloved St. Therese, the parish patron, and to her intercession.
Working together with the parishioners and parish staff, we will do
our best to build on what the Holy Cross fathers and the parishioners
have done, and try to strengthen this parish in every way.  

Sincerely yours in our Lord,

Most Reverend John M. D’Arcy

Homily from October 25 ordination

FORT WAYNE — This moment
of faith and love which we are
living together, calls us to give
thanks to God for the gift which
only he can give; the gift by
which through the ancient sacra-
mental rite of the laying-on of
hands, these two young men are
consecrated forever so that they
may, by the power of Jesus
Christ, make present in the world
the Good Shepherd, who offered
himself for our salvation. They
are to give themselves for the
sanctification of the souls com-
mitted to their care in the parish
and of the diocese.

The two candidates show their
readiness to give their whole
selves to God, and to the work of
Jesus Christ, by the gesture in
which they prostrate themselves
on the floor of the sanctuary. A
gesture, which Pope John Paul II
called “evocative”; in the sense
that it evokes the deepest senti-
ments of the human heart.

By this, they signify their
desire to give themselves wholly
to God forever, without reserva-
tion.

Indeed, they could not even

consider such a decision, such a
gift, unless he had given them his
love, and his strength, and made
it possible for them to say “yes.”

So we are celebrating God’s
gift of love to each one. They
pray that their offering may be
pure, and holy, and sinless, and
without reservation. For so many
will depend on them. Their faith
will be tried and tested. For this
is always the way for those who
offer themselves to God.

The ordaining bishop, too,
must allow himself to be open to
the extraordinary event of which
he is the minister. The bishop
should be made humble, accept
his unworthiness; and grasp anew
his vocation, which is above
everything else, a call to union
with Jesus Christ.  

Those who are in attendance
must be open to the words of this
ancient rite, so you may grasp
more fully how great is God’s
love for you, that he is providing
two priests so that you will have
the Eucharist, and the word of
God, and the Good Shepherd is
made sacramentally present
through these two new priests. 

The two deacons, about to be
priests, through the love and
action of God, must accept the

life of sacrifice and love to which
they are called in imitation of the
Good Shepherd, especially with
these words, which have refer-
ence to the holy Eucharist,
“Understand what you are doing,
imitate what you handle, in other
words, imitate the Eucharist —
the Lord’s sacrifice — and then
finally model your life on the
Lord’s cross.” These words are
twice addressed to the ordained.

Always remember that a fruit
of such a life is gladness and joy.
When any of us allow ourselves
to be filled up with the love of
Jesus Christ for the world and for
us, the result is gladness, and the
purest joy that can be experienced
in this world.

Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope
Benedict XVI, has said this about
office in the church  — the office
of priest or bishop:  

“Spiritual office in the church
rests on the existential posture of
the servant who has learned how
to allot second place to his own
will in favor of the will of the per-
sons to whom he belongs.”

May it be so for these two new
priests — and through their life
and ministry for all of us as well.

B Y  B I S H O P  J O H N  M .  D ’ A R C Y

“If, therefore, we are saddened
by having them taken from us
and missing them still causes
pain, faith fills us with a deep
comfort knowing that, just as it
was for the Lord Jesus and
always thanks to him, death no
longer has power over them.”

The 103 bishops remembered
at the papal Mass included six
from the United States: Bishops
James D. Niedergeses of
Nashville, Tenn.; Daniel A. Hart
of Norwich, Conn.; Donald W.
Montrose of Stockton, Calif.;
Charles A. Buswell of Pueblo,
Colo.; and Auxiliary Bishops
Juan A. Arzube of Los Angeles
and Walter Paska of the

Ukrainian Archeparchy of
Philadelphia.

In preparation for the memori-
al Mass, Msgr. Guido Marini, the
pope’s master of liturgical cere-
monies, had the altar in the apse
of St. Peter’s Basilica replaced.
The memorial Mass traditionally
is celebrated at the Altar of the
Chair in the apse and not at the
main altar above the tomb of St.
Peter.

Maria Cristina Stella, spokes-
woman for St. Peter’s Basilica,
said Msgr. Marini had asked that
the 1975 bronze altar be removed
and that the 1907 marble and
gold altar that had been there pre-
viously be returned.

The 1907 altar “is a more tra-
ditional form and its iconography
blends better with the gold of
Bernini’s sculpture of the Chair
of St. Peter,” she said. The older
altar is expected to remain in the
basilica permanently.

CNS PHOTO/MAX ROSSI ,  REUTERS

Pope Benedict XVI kisses the main altar as he celebrates a Mass in St.
Peter’s Basilica Nov. 3 in memory of the 10 cardinals and 103 bishops
who died in the past year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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YouTube messages in English, Spanish
offer church’s view on marriage

WASHINGTON (CNS) — As
U.S. voters from coast to coast
prepared to decide ballot questions
related to same-sex marriage Nov.
4, the U.S. bishops took their cam-
paign to keep the traditional defini-
tion of marriage as the union of a
man and woman to a popular
video-sharing Web site, YouTube.

A version of the video in
English, online at
www.youtube.com, features
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Ky., chairman of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ recently created Ad Hoc
Committee for the Defense of
Marriage.

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of
San Antonio, chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Cultural
Diversity in the Church, presents
the same message in Spanish.

Both videos also can viewed on
the USCCB Web site at
www.usccb.org/bishops/mar-
riagedefense.shtml.

The videos were posted online
just before Election Day, when
voters in California, Arizona and
Florida were to face ballot ques-
tions that would define marriage as
between one woman and one man.
Connecticut bishops also have
asked Catholics in their state to
support a constitutional convention
proposal on the ballot, so that a
recent state decision permitting
same-sex marriage there could be
reconsidered.

“Certain groups and individuals
are trying to make same-sex
unions the equivalent of marriage,”
the archbishops said in their
videos. “This is a false idea being

proposed and, in some cases,
imposed by a minority. This is
nothing less than the radical redefi-
nition of marriage — denying the
truth that it is exclusively the
union of a man and a woman.”

The messages warn that if suc-
cessful “this effort of redefining
marriage to include same-sex
unions will bring confusion to
what marriage actually means.
This confusion could spread and
have enormous legal consequences
for the rearing of children, public
education, employment and reli-
gious freedom.

“Children would be forced to
learn that marriage is merely one
kind of loving relationship among
many,” they said. “Churches
would be prevented from witness-
ing to and teaching about the nec-
essary and singular role of love
between a man and a woman.

“Same-sex unions and marriage
are completely different realities,”
they continued. “Reaffirming the
traditional understanding of mar-
riage is neither discrimination nor
the denial of rights.

“Like all people, homosexual
persons have the right to be treated
with respect and to live in peace
with the support of their loved
ones,” the archbishops stated. “But
it is to the benefit of all members
of society that the institution of
marriage be preserved as the rela-
tionship of a man and a woman
that serves the common good in a
distinct way. Society needs mar-
riage in order to establish and sus-
tain that basic unit of society in
which men and women love each
other and transmit life to their chil-
dren who are the fruit of that love.”

The videos are the latest in a
series of activities to emerge from

the ad hoc committee; Chicago
Cardinal Francis E. George,
USCCB president, announced its
establishment Oct. 15.

The committee assists the bish-
ops and state Catholic conferences
in education, catechesis, public
policy advocacy and communica-
tions strategies.

Campaign finance reports in
California showed that the
USCCB also contributed $200,000
in support of the state’s
Proposition 8, which would define
marriage as the union of a man
and a woman.

Mercy Sister Mary Ann Walsh,
USCCB director of media rela-
tions, said the donation came at the
request of the California bishops
from a USCCB “contingency fund
that had been used before for
issues like this,” such as assisted
suicide.

“It’s a very important issue in
California and in our country,” she
said of same-sex marriage.

The USCCB did not donate to
the campaigns for traditional mar-
riage in Florida and Arizona this
year, but gave $30,000 to fight
moves toward assisted suicide in
Washington state, she said.

With a $1.4 million contribu-
tion, the Knights of Columbus was
among the major donors in support
of Proposition 8. Various Knights
councils in California and across
the country also donated small
amounts, according to campaign
finance records.

In all, Proposition 8 supporters
had raised nearly $31 million —
about $24 million of it from within
California — as of Oct. 30, while
opponents of the proposal raised
more than $33 million, $22 million
of which came from within the state.

B Y  C A R O L  G L A T Z
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Politics, liturgy, priorities focus of bishops’ fall meeting 

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Meeting less than a week after the
election of a new U.S. president,
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops will discuss “the practical
and pastoral implications of politi-
cal support for abortion.”

But the agenda for the Nov. 10-
13 USCCB fall general assembly
at the Baltimore Marriott
Waterfront Hotel also will focus on
a wide range of other issues,
including such frequent topics as
liturgical translations and priorities
for the work of the bishops’ con-
ference itself.

The agenda item on politics and
abortion was added after com-
ments on abortion by two Catholic
politicians — House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi of California and
Democratic vice-presidential nom-
inee Sen. Joseph Biden of
Delaware — during separate
appearances on “Meet the Press”
drew responses from the chairmen
of the bishops’ doctrine and pro-
life committees.

It is unclear whether the bish-
ops’ discussion was expected to
focus on or result in a document.
Some of the discussion also could
take place behind closed doors,
since only parts of the meeting’s
first two days are open to the
media. The rest of the meeting will
be breakout sessions, executive
sessions and time for prayer and
reflection.

Consideration of several sec-
tions of the English translation of
the third edition of the Roman
Missal will take up much of the
meeting. First to come before the
bishops will be a 700-page transla-
tion of the proper prayers for
Sundays and feast days during the

liturgical year, which was rejected
at the June USCCB meeting in
Orlando, Fla., and in subsequent
mail balloting.

The rejected translation, in the
works for more than two years,
was the second of 12 sections of
the Roman Missal translation proj-
ect that will come before the bish-
ops through at least 2010.

The translation had come from
the International Commission on
English in the Liturgy, known as
ICEL, but at the Orlando meeting
many bishops expressed frustration
that recommendations they had
submitted to ICEL to clarify the
sentence structure or revise archaic
language had been rejected.

The Vatican recently gave its
approval to the first section, a
translation of the main constant
parts of the Mass — the penitential
rite, Gloria, creed, eucharistic
prayers, eucharistic acclamations,
Our Father and other prayers and
responses used daily. That section
had been approved by the U.S.
bishops in June 2006.

Also coming up for a vote in
November are the revised Grail
Psalter for use in the United States
and the Order for the Blessing of a
Child in the Womb.

A translation of the eucharistic
prayers for Masses with children
also had been slated to come
before the bishops, but Bishop
Arthur J. Serratelli of Paterson,
N.J., chairman of the Committee
on Divine Worship, said in a Sept.
29 letter to his fellow bishops that
the Vatican “intends to remove”
that section from the Roman
Missal and to “publish a separate
text at a later time.”

“I am withdrawing the action
item ... from the agenda of the
November 2008 meeting,” Bishop
Serratelli said, adding that “the

texts will be addressed at a later
time to be determined” by the
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments.

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas of
Tucson, Ariz., USCCB vice presi-
dent, will present a report in
November on
the work of five
task forces
focusing on con-
ference priorities
— strengthening
marriage, faith
formation and
sacramental
practice, the life
and dignity of
the human per-
son, cultural
diversity in the
church and promoting vocations to
the priesthood and religious life.

Also scheduled for the
November meeting are presenta-
tions on the “Ethical and Religious
Directives for Catholic Health
Care Services” and on
“Reflections on Covenant and
Mission,” a 2002 statement of the
National Council of Synagogues
and the USCCB Committee on
Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs.

In June the bishops directed
their Committee on Doctrine to
begin revising the ethical guide-
lines for Catholic health care insti-
tutions to reflect recent church
documents on medically assisted
nutrition and hydration.

The documents include a 2004
address on the vegetative state by
Pope John Paul II to an interna-
tional congress and a 2007
response by the Vatican
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith on questions raised by
the USCCB on artificial nutrition
and hydration.

The “Reflections on Covenant
and Mission” statement, which
repudiates “campaigns that target
Jews for conversion to Christianity,”

has drawn criticism from Cardinal
Avery Dulles as “ambiguous, if not
erroneous, in its treatment” of evan-
gelization, mission and other topics.
Others have joined in that criticism
in recent months.

Cardinal Francis E. George of
Chicago, who is
beginning the
second year of
his three-year
term as USCCB
president, will
deliver his presi-
dential address
at the gathering
and a new
USCCB secre-
tary will be
elected to suc-
ceed Bishop

George V. Murry of Youngstown,
Ohio.

Bishop Murry was elected last
year to complete the three-year
term of Bishop Kicanas when the
Tucson bishop was chosen as vice
president.

Also to be elected are chair-
men-elect of the committees on
National Collections, Cultural
Diversity in the Church, Doctrine,
Pro-Life Activities and
Communications.

B Y  N A N C Y  F R A Z I E R  O ’ B R I E N

CNS PHOTO/NANC Y WIECHEC

U.S. bishops pray at the opening of their fall meeting in Baltimore in 2007. Politics and liturgy will be topics
discussed at the bishops’ fall meeting in Baltimore Nov. 10-13. 
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Catholics, Muslims gather in Indiana
for annual Midwest dialogue 

CROWN POINT, Ind. (CNS) —
In a first for the Diocese of Gary,
Catholics and Muslims gathered
there for the annual Midwest
Muslim-Catholic Dialogue Oct.
26-28.

They met at Catholic and
Islamic institutions to engage in
interreligious dialogue because, as
its mission statement declares, the
dialogue “is part of our core iden-
tity as people of faith.”

Representatives from several
states and the District of
Columbia attended a series of
scholarly sessions and public ses-
sions dealing with such issues as
religious freedom, religion in the
public square and immigration, as
well as an analysis of the
American legal structure as it
relates to Islamic law.

Joan Crist, director of the Gary
diocesan Office of Ecumenism
and Interreligious Affairs, said the
purpose of the dialogue, started in
1996, is to “create understanding
between our two religions.”

Sessions were held at the
Northwest Indiana Islamic Center
in Crown Point, Calumet College
of St. Joseph in Whiting and the
Gary Diocese’s pastoral center in
Merrillville. The schedule allowed
time for the five daily prayers of
Islam and for Masses and Catholic
prayer services.

Gary Bishop Dale J. Melczek,
offering a welcome Oct. 26 at the
Islamic center, said that in the past
year leaders from both faiths have
made public efforts toward mak-
ing peace between the two groups.

Noting that Christians and
Muslims comprise 55 percent of
the world’s population, the bishop
quoted from a Muslim letter that
stated: “If Muslims and Christians
are not at peace, the world cannot
be at peace.”

Quoting from the Quran, the
sacred book of Islam, the bishop
noted that “without giving the
neighbor what we ourselves love,
we do not truly love God or the
neighbor.” He likened that to the
apostle James, who wrote: “My
brothers, what good is it to profess
faith without practicing it?”

The bishop also quoted from
Catholic bishops in Africa who
said that although Catholics and
Muslims hold some similar funda-
mental religious values — the
need for prayer, the uniqueness of
God and the importance of alms-
giving, fasting and pilgrimages —
bigotry, intolerance, militarism
and fundamentalism by a tiny
minority are the main sources of
conflict.

While these bishops acknowl-
edged these challenges, Bishop
Melczek said, “they urged that we
place the difficulties in the hands
of God and move forward with a
spirit of hope.”

In his welcome, Imam Mongy
el Quesny, the Islamic center’s
spiritual leader, listed some of the
religious figures both faiths hold
in common, including Noah,
Moses, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin,
Aaron and John the Baptist.

“Let us come together for a
common word,” the imam said,

and that word is justice.
He added that Christians and

Muslims both have lived in this
country for a long time, but he
said it was not until he spent some
time in New York that he experi-
enced tension between the two
groups. He prayed the dialogue
would help the two groups “bring
all the issues that can bring us
together.”

He also prayed that God would
give dialogue participants knowl-
edge and compassion to “lead to a
straight path to God ... and forgive
any mistakes we made in this
life.”

Msgr. Patrick Halfpenny of the
Detroit Archdiocese, who is arch-
diocesan ecumenical and interfaith
adviser, said the challenge of dia-

logue sessions is to see “how our
dialogue advances the mission of
peace” and how these sessions can
bear fruit — “fruit that will last.”

Muslims in the U.S. can learn
from the history of American
Catholics, said Sayyid M. Syeed,
the Washington-based national
director of the Office for Interfaith
and Community Alliances of the
Islamic Society of North America.

Catholics who immigrated to
America faced hardships, but in
time they became accepted and
now are recognized for their
schools and hospitals.

Just as Catholics have con-
tributed to American society, said
Syeed, so too do Muslims, not
through isolation “but by building
bridges of understanding.”
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Bishop Dale J. Melczek of Gary and Imam Mongy El Quesny of the
Northwest Indiana Islamic Center chat Oct. 26 at the center in Crown
Point during the opening session of the 2008 Midwest Muslim-Catholic
Dialogue. This was the first time the Diocese of Gary hosted the interre-
ligious dialogue.

Pope says ‘first being’ 
created world intentionally

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
world did not emerge out of chaos;
rather it was created intentionally
by “the first being,” Pope Benedict
XVI said.

The Creator also is involved
not only with the origins of the
universe, but continually sustains
the development of life and the
world, said the pope during an
Oct. 31 audience with 80 partici-
pants of a Vatican-sponsored con-
ference on evolution.

Scientists, philosophers and
theologians from around the world
were attending the Oct. 31-Nov. 4
plenary session on “Scientific
Insights Into the Evolution of the
Universe and of Life” at the
Pontifical Academy of Sciences.

The pope said the topic was
timely and has elicited interest
worldwide.

“Questions concerning the rela-
tionship between science’s reading
of the world and the reading
offered by Christian revelation
naturally arise,” he said. Popes
Pius XII and John Paul II had
found there was “no opposition
between faith’s understanding of
creation and the evidence of the
empirical sciences,” he said.

“In order to develop and
evolve, the world must first be,
and thus have come from nothing
into being. It must be created,” the
pope said.

But God’s work in creating
matter and life out of nothing did
not end there, he said. The Creator
founded the cosmos and its devel-
opments and “supports them,
underpins them and sustains them

continually,” he said.
St. Thomas Aquinas taught that

people’s conception of creation
must transcend not just the origin
of the universe and its history, he
said.

Creation is not just the starting
point of life; it is “the foundational
and continuing relationship that
links the creature to the Creator,
for he is the cause of every being
and all becoming,” the pope said.

The church teaches “every spir-
itual soul is created immediately
by God — it is not produced by
the parents — and also that it is
immortal,” the pope said, quoting
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.

In fact, science has helped
deepen the church’s understanding
that humanity has a unique and
distinctive place in the cosmos, he
said. Only the person, a spiritual
being, has a hunger and capacity
for God, he said.

The pope said the evolution of
life and the world “resembles an
ordered book.” Looking at nature
as a book that can be read is an
image that has its roots in
Christianity, he said, adding that
“Galileo saw nature as a book
whose author is God.”

Nature “is a book whose histo-
ry, whose evolution, whose writing
and meaning we read according to
the different approaches of the sci-
ences, while all the time presup-
posing the foundational presence
of the author who has wished to
reveal himself therein,” Pope
Benedict said.

“The world, far from originating
out of chaos, resembles an ordered
book; it is a cosmos” that can be
studied and understood, he said.
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Religion seen as having
different role in ‘08 than
previous elections
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
However the post-election analy-
sis interprets the actual influence
of the religion-based aspects of
this year’s presidential campaign,
the rules of that part of the politi-
cal playbook may have changed
for good. Without even seeing
exit-poll data, it was clear that
several presumptions about the
role of religion in presidential pol-
itics from the last few elections
got turned on their head this time.
“Precedents are being set,” said
Burns Strider, who served as reli-
gious outreach director for Sen.
Hillary Clinton’s campaign for the
Democratic nomination for presi-
dent. For instance, typical of faith-
based outreach in the 2004 cam-
paign was an e-mail letter sent to
tens of thousands of parishioners
by a group of ministers who led
Protestant megachurches, Strider
said at an Oct. 30 forum in
Washington co-sponsored by
Princeton University’s Woodrow
Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs and the PBS
show “Religion and Ethics
Newsweekly.” The letter focused
on what it called core principles
for Christian voters, principally
opposition to abortion and same-
sex marriage. “We haven’t seen
that this time,” Strider said.

Financial crisis is
reminder to help poor,
says Vatican’s U.N. nuncio
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) —
Public reaction to the current
financial crisis should not be lim-
ited to criticisms of what went
wrong or expressions of sympathy
to those most affected, said
Archbishop Celestino Migliore,
the Vatican’s apostolic nuncio to
the United Nations. Instead, world
leaders need to “come up with the
ways and means to avoid similar
crises in the future,” he said. In an
Oct. 30 address to the U.N.
General Assembly as part of a
panel discussion on the global
financial crisis, the archbishop
urged delegates not to forget those
“at the edges of the financial sys-
tem” such as retirees, small family
businesses, cottage industries and
those who rely on their savings as
an essential means of support.
“Above all,” he said, “there is a
need to invest in people. Once the
inevitable financial salvage opera-
tions are over, governments and
the international community
should invest their money in aid to
the poorest populations.”

Unaccompanied migrant
and refugee children a
U.S. and global issue
FAIRFAX, Va. (CNS) — David
Siegel takes a highly personal
view of his job as acting director
of the Office of Refugee
Resettlement in the Department of
Health and Human Services. He
said that means he knows the
names and personal stories of all
2,300 or so children in his care
under the programs for unaccom-
panied minor aliens and minor
refugees. “If you ask me, I can tell
you their names, where they came

from, their ages and gender, their
histories,” he told an audience at
the Conference on Protection of
Unaccompanied and Separated
Children Oct. 22. “It’s an awe-
some responsibility.” The three-
day conference at George Mason
University in Virginia dealt with
topics such as returning immi-
grants and refugees to their home
countries and their families, trac-
ing family members and meeting
international criteria for determin-
ing the best interests of a child.

CRS evacuates workers
from eastern Congo
amid increased conflict
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Although two Catholic Relief
Services workers in eastern Congo
have been evacuated to neighbor-
ing Rwanda amid the escalating
conflict, they are planning to
return to another part of the coun-
try as soon as possible to help with
relief efforts, said a CRS official.
“This was not a formal evacua-
tion,” said Paul Miller, Africa pol-
icy adviser for CRS, the U.S. bish-
ops’ aid and development agency.
He said the two workers, who
were evacuated Oct. 30, happened
to be in the violence-torn region
after working on a nearby water-
assessment project. CRS officials
decided Oct. 29 that the workers
should leave the area when the
“situation became quite tense,”
said Miller, referring to incidents

of government soldiers shooting
civilians that night in Goma. The
next morning, the workers walked
across the border into Rwanda,
where they were picked up by a
CRS vehicle. Eastern Congo’s
proximity to Rwanda and the
region’s mineral wealth have con-
tributed to the ongoing violence in
the region. The 1994 ethnic geno-
cide of Tutsis by Hutus in Rwanda
spilled over into Congo, and since
then Rwandan rebels and Tutsi
militants have been fighting the
Congolese army, despite a cease-
fire signed in January.

Bishop Morin establishes
task force to review CCHD
funding of ACORN
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A task
force has been convened to review
how funds from the Catholic
Campaign for Human
Development have been used by
local affiliates of the Association
of Community Organizations for
Reform Now, commonly known
as ACORN. Auxiliary Bishop
Roger P. Morin of New Orleans,
who chairs the U.S. bishops’
CCHD subcommittee, said in a
mid-October letter to his fellow
bishops that the task force is part
of a multipronged effort designed
to ensure that church funds are
being spent according to the
guidelines of the bishops’ domes-
tic poverty-fighting program.
Bishop Morin’s decision to form

and lead the task force follows an
earlier decision to suspend $1.13
million in grants to 40 local
ACORN affiliates for the funding
cycle beginning July 1, 2008. The
grants had been approved by
Bishop Morin’s subcommittee and
by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops at its June meet-
ing. The suspension came soon
after CCHD officials learned that
ACORN disclosed June 2 that
Dale Rathke, the brother of
ACORN founder Wade Rathke,
had embezzled nearly $1 million
from the organization and its affil-
iates in 1999 and 2000.

Ten years after Mitch,
Central Americans
remain vulnerable
SANTA MARIA MANICERA,
Nicaragua (CNS) — Ines Vanegas
is a survivor. Whether it was good
fortune or an accident, she
escaped death when Hurricane
Mitch sent a wall of mud and
water racing down the slopes of
the Casita volcano Oct. 30, 1998,
burying two villages and killing
more than 2,000 of her neighbors
in about five minutes. Badly
injured, she survived, as did her
husband and three children,
although all bear physical and
emotional scars from the event.
Ten years later, she and her family
live in a cramped dirt-floor house
on a small lot far from the small
field they still farm on the vol-

cano’s fertile slopes. Rising costs
for everything from fertilizer to
school notebooks leaves her at the
mercy of a local loan shark; she
worries about the next payment
she has due. Her husband went to
Costa Rica as a migrant worker
but was so humiliated by his treat-
ment there that he came home
penniless. “If we’re going to suf-
fer, it’s better to do so at home,”
Vanegas told Catholic News
Service. Vanegas and her neigh-
bors became the poster victims for
the devastation of Hurricane
Mitch, which left more than
10,000 people dead throughout
Central America.

Group hopes to make
Catholic high school
attainable for more 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — When
Father Peter Stravinskas went to
Catholic high school back in the
1960s, tuition was initially $150 a
year. By the time he graduated it
had doubled. Now the school’s
annual tuition of about $8,000 not
only gives him pause but also
keeps him extremely busy. The
priest, a noted scholar, author and
apologist, is also the executive
director of the Catholic Education
Foundation, a group based in
Rochester, N.Y., that provides
scholarships nationwide to
Catholic high-school students.
Several groups with the same
name provide Catholic school
scholarships to students within
their own diocese or archdiocese.
For example, there is a Catholic
Education Foundation in Los
Angeles, Kansas City, Kan.,
Joliet, Ill., Lansing, Mich., and
Louisville, Ky. — to name a few.
But the Rochester group is the
only one that provides scholar-
ships across the country. It also
only focuses on high schools,
something Father Stravinskas said
is unique.

Russian church official
welcomes quick response
to Jesuits’ murders
OXFORD, England (CNS) — An
official of the Russian Catholic
bishops’ conference has wel-
comed the quick official reactions
to the murder of two Jesuit priests
in Moscow and insisted that
Catholic clergy will not be
deterred from working in the
country. “We’ve received condo-
lences from representatives of
Russia’s state president and parlia-
ment and strong reactions from
press and TV, as well as from
other religious communities who
were shocked by this dreadful
crime,” said Father Igor
Kovalevsky, conference secretary-
general. As investigations were
under way into the murders of
Fathers Otto Messmer and Victor
Betancourt, whose bodies were
found late Oct. 28 in their
Moscow apartment, Father
Kovalevsky told Catholic News
Service, “It’s clear the authorities
are fully engaged in inquiries and
determined to apprehend the per-
petrators immediately and do
everything in their power to
ensure appropriate punishments.”
He said the conference had not
received “news of any previous
threats or possible motives for the
killings.”
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Hussein and Samina Khafagi share a snack of grapes with their four children in their

small apartment in Beirut, Lebanon, Oct. 3. They are refugees from Iraq and receive

assistance from the Caritas Lebanon Migrant Center, which is funded by Catholic Relief

Services.

IRAQI REFUGEES SHARE SNACK OF GRAPES IN LEBANON



Local Catholic Campaign
for Human Development
awards grants in South
Bend, Fort Wayne 
The local Catholic Campaign for
Human Development (CCHD), the
Catholic Church’s domestic
antipoverty program, has awarded
grants totaling $16,000 to four local
and area institutions who demon-
strated an ability to attack the caus-
es of poverty by empowering the
poor.

Founded by the Catholic bish-
ops of the United States in 1970,
the campaign is the nation’s largest
private-funding source of projects
that empower the poor, and work to
eliminate poverty and injustice in
the United States. An estimated 37
million Americans live in poverty
— more than the population of
California.

Those receiving grants and the
amount of the awards are:

In South Bend
• St. Adalbert and St. Casimir

parishes — a $5,000 community
organizing grant for their
Immigration Rights program help-
ing to explain both how immigra-
tion law functions on the local, state
and federal levels as well as the
rights people have regardless of
their documentation status

In Fort Wayne 
• Catholic Charities — a $5,000

community organizing grant for its
Extended Care Management
Services for Refugees program 

• Vincent Village, Inc. — a
$5,000 community organizing
grant for its Basic Financial
Literacy Project for homeless fami-
lies with children

• Bishop Dwenger High School
— a $1,000 education grant for its
tutoring and summer program at the
Euell Wilson Center

The annual CCHD collection
will be taken-up on the Nov. 23
weekend in all parishes of the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend. A total of 25 percent of the
donations stay in the diocese for
local/area distribution through
selected grant applications,
approved by Bishop John D’Arcy.
Grants are awarded based on need,
not religious affiliation.

According to Ann Helmke,
director of the CCHD program for
the diocese, two types of CCHD
funds are available in the diocese:
organizing grants — those engaged
in empowering the poor and work-
ing to bring changes in policies,
institutions and laws; and education
grants — those which build solidar-
ity between poor and non-poor, and
educate Americans about the root
causes of poverty.

For 38 years, CCHD has distrib-
uted more than $300 million in
grants to self-help projects nation-
wide. This year, CCHD is support-
ing approximately 315 local proj-
ects in 45 states, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico.

Knights of Columbus 
give blood
During the months of December
2008 and January 2009, members
of the Indiana Knights of
Columbus throughout the state of
Indiana, will be participating in
blood drives in as many councils as

possible. This is the first year that a
concerted effort will be made in this
life giving activity.

Indiana Knights have been
responding to the needs of the
Indiana community in disaster
relief during recent tornadoes and
floods. This planned blood drive is
just another way Indiana Knights
serve the community. All Indiana
Knights are urged to participate in
this life giving effort. 

Write a will at the
University of Saint
Francis 
FORT WAYNE — The University
of Saint Francis will host a Write a
Will event on Wednesday, Nov. 12,
from 4 -6 p.m. in the Bass Mansion
as part of the “Leave a Legacy” ini-
tiative by the Planned Giving
Council of Northeast Indiana
(PGCNI).

“We invite you to make an
appointment to meet with our vol-
unteer attorney, Jane Gerardot,
about your will and your charitable
bequest,” Sister Marilyn Oliver,
director of planned giving at the
University of Saint Francis, said.
“Simple wills that contain at least
one charitable bequest will be writ-
ten with no cost for those who
attend the event. And remember,
you don’t need to be wealthy to
leave a legacy; you only need to

have a cause you care about and the
‘will’ to make a difference.”

“Leave a Legacy” is a national
campaign in partnership with the
PGCNI and is partnering with sev-
eral sites in Fort Wayne for events
during the week of Nov. 10-14. A
complete list of sites can be found
at www.pgcni.org/waw.html. The
purposes of “Leave a Legacy” are
to promote awareness of the need to
have a will or estate plan and to
encourage charitable giving from
estates.

To make an appointment call
(260) 486-6016. For more informa-
tion visit www.ncpgi.org.  

Ancilla hosts book fair
DONALDSON — Ancilla College
announces that it will host Books
Are Fun, Ltd.’s Book Fair on
Wednesday, Nov. 19, from 10:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. The Book Fair
will be located at Ancilla College in
the hallway outside the business
office.

Take this opportunity to pur-
chase unique books and gifts at 40-
70 percent off of retail prices.  Buy
a book for that special occasion,
birthday or holiday. Included in this
book fair are children’s books, gen-
eral interest, best sellers, CD’s and
much more. A portion of all pro-
ceeds benefit Ancilla College’s
Annual Fund, so come check out
the huge selection.  

Contact Tom Sibal of Ancilla
College at (574) 936-8898, ext. 355
for more information.

Schools celebrate saints
SOUTH BEND — For the past
several weeks, fourth grade stu-
dents at Holy Cross School have
been studying the lives of their
favorite saint. Each student has
chosen their favorite saint and has
completed a detailed study of the
saint. They have researched why
the individual became a saint, print-
ed a picture of their flag and coun-
try of origin, have developed a
prayer card and symbol for the saint
and completed a three paragraph
story about their saint.

The students culminated their
study on Oct. 31, and processed at
the 8:15 a.m. Mass at Holy Cross
Church, South Bend, where they
shared facts about their saint. After
Mass, the children shared their
knowledge with the first- and sec-
ond-grade students.

At St. Anthony De Padua
School, students also celebrated
All Saint’s Day on Oct. 31 with an
all school and community Mass
beginning at 8:15 a.m. The morning
began in the church foyer with a
procession by the fourth-grade stu-
dents who have all selected a saint
to profile in class and come to
church dressed as that saint.

This year’s fourth-grade class

highlighted 31 saints, both male
and female. Many of the children
researched to find a saint that fits
their interests or who is the patron
saint of something they find impor-
tant. 

St. Vincent welcomes
Marilyn Fech to
Catholicism Revealed 
FORT WAYNE — St. Vincent de
Paul Parish, Fort Wayne, will once
again offer its Monday night series,
Catholicism Revealed from 7-8:30
p.m. An optional rosary begins each
night at 6:30 p.m.

On Nov. 17, Bishop Luer High
School theology teacher Marilyn
Fech will be the speaker on the
topic, “Satan, Do You Recognize
Him?” Fech will explore the role of
Satan in today’s world as well as
challenge attendees to examine
where Satan is impacting personal
lives.

Fech has been a member at St.
Vincent Parish for 17 years. She is
married and has three children, two
grandchildren. Fech has a master’s
degree in education from Purdue
University and a second master’s
degree from the University of
Dayton in Theology. She is active
in adult catechesis especially in
RCIA.

Another upcoming session
includes Father Gary Sigler and
Rabbi Mitch Kornspan, speakers on
“A Priest, A Rabbi and You,” on
Nov. 24.

40 Days for Life 
celebrates with end rally
SOUTH BEND — During the 40
Days for Life in South Bend, the
community rallied around prayer
and fasting at the abortion facili-
ties in South Bend and Fort
Wayne. 

In South Bend, 500 people
were involved in the 24/7 vigil at
the abortion clinic. The total num-
ber of persons involved was
5,000. At least three babies’ lives
were saved according to organizer
Mary Akre. 

A woman arrived at the clinic
and approached Luke Bruner, who
was nearby praying, and asked
him if he worked at the clinic. He
said no, but she proceeded to ask
his advice for her dilemma. She
had eight children and was consid-
ering aborting the one she was
carrying. 

Luke asked, “Who gave you
the child?” The woman replied,
“God did.” Luke said, “Then how
could you ever throw away a gift
from God?” The woman replied,
“Oh my God, I can’t do this.” 

The woman is getting help
from the Women’s Care Center
and keeping her baby. 
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PROVIDED BY ST.  JOSEPH-ST.  EL IZABETH ANN SETON SCHOOL

Samantha Rahrig, a St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth alumnus, and Nancy McNamara, an eighth

grader at St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School, received the Carson Scholarship Award, a mon-

etary scholarship award to be used for college. The students and their parents, Dr. Jerry

and Sarah Rahrig and Dan and Julie McNamara, and Lois Widner, principal of St. Joseph-

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, attended a dinner with Coach Tony Dungy from the

Indianapolis Colts. Many students were honored at the Carson Scholarship Dinner in

Indianapolis. Coach Dungy talked to the students and gave out the awards as well. In the

picture from left is Lois Widner, principal, Samantha Rahrig, St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth

alumnus, Tony Dungy, and Nancy McNamara, an eighth grader at St. Joseph-St.

Elizabeth School.

STUDENTS MEET COACH DUNGY, RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIP

Shown above at the 40 Days
Victory Rally in South Bend, from
left, are David Bathon, Luke
Bruner, Mary and Thomas Akre,
who played key roles in organiz-
ing and staffing the vigil. 
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Fort Wayne’s 
Most Complete 
Wedding Service.

Banquet Rooms

Hotel Rooms

Rehearsal Dinners

Catering Service

Wedding Cakes

You can choose one or all 

of our services. We’ll make the best of 

your special event. Hall’s has been in the 

business of making people happy for 

over 60 years. You can trust us to 

do it just right.

For more information contact Hall’s Guesthouse at:

(260) 489-2524 • www.DonHalls.com

PHOENIX
Phoenix Institute, a small family oriented foster care agency, is looking
for people to foster abused and neglected youth.  Phoenix Institute is
looking for stable and supportive families, single parents, married 
couples, families of color, empty nesters, people who rent or own.
To become a foster parent, you don’t need a lot of money, a fancy
house, or extensive parenting experience.  What you do need is a com-
mitment to learning and working as part of a team, a sense of humor,
flexibility, and patience.  And you need to want to provide a stable and
supportive home to a child.  Phoenix Institute has a staff with a rich
history of working in foster care.  Free training - 24 hour staff support
-reimbursement provided.

2200 Lake Avenue - Suite 260
Fort Wayne 46805 - (260) 424-0411

www.phoenixfostercare.com

Institute

Refugee admissions increase, but still far below pre-9/11 numbers

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
number of refugees admitted to
the United States in the fiscal
year ending in September
increased substantially over the
previous two years, though it
still falls far short of resettle-
ments before the 2001 terrorist
attacks brought changes to
admissions requirements.

Of the more than 60,000
refugees admitted between
October 2007 and September
2008, nearly 30 percent —
17,283 people — were resettled
through Migration and Refugee
Services of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops.

In 2007, the U.S. admitted
just 48,281 refugees, compared
with 94,222 who arrived in the
2000 fiscal year, before post-
9/11 security concerns changed
the vetting system for refugees.
Since then, the annual admis-
sions number has dipped as low
as 39,201 in 2003.

By comparison, MRS on its
own processed tens of thousands
of refugees each year in the
1970s and 1980s. In 1980 alone,
MRS handled the entry of
132,000 of the 207,000 admitted
nationwide. Most of them came
from Vietnam.

The U.S. figures for 2008
include 13,823 Iraqi refugees.
Of those, 4,234 — 31 percent —
came in through the MRS net-
work, according to Mark Sloan,
associate director of processing
operations for MRS.

As of June, with a quarter of
the fiscal year to go, the U.S.
had admitted only about a third
of its target of 12,000 Iraqi
refugees, so more than 8,000
came in the last three months.

Sloan said there currently are
between 1.5 million and 2 mil-
lion Iraqi refugees in Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon and other parts
of the region.

A target admissions quota set
by the White House in
September would allow 80,000
refugees this fiscal year. That
includes 37,000 from the Near
East region that includes Iraq.
Sloan said the majority of those
will be Iraqis, followed by
Bhutanese and Afghans.

Another 5,000 visas are
available for Iraqis who are
classified as “special immi-
grants.” That includes people
who worked for the U.S. gov-

ernment or U.S. contractors in
the region and are considered to
be at risk because of that associ-
ation.

Sloan said so far MRS sees
no reason the U.S. would not
meet next year’s target for Iraqi
refugee admissions. He cau-
tioned that in a volatile region,
refugee resettlement could be
hampered by changes in politi-
cal climate brought on by events
such as a recent U.S. military
raid into Syria targeting an
arms-smuggling network.

In an Oct. 22 press release
with the MRS data, Johnny
Young, executive director of
MRS, said diocesan agencies,
parishes and other community
entities “went above and beyond
the call of duty to help refugees
build new lives.”

The “bulge” in admissions in
the last quarter of the fiscal year
created strains on the dioceses
that received the refugees, the
release said.

It also noted that the “unac-
companied minor” program in
10 dioceses found foster care for
190 children who were in the
United States without an adult
guardian and for another 43
unaccompanied child refugees
whose arrival is anticipated.
Only about 50 unaccompanied
minors are typically expected in
one year, it said.

Sloan said the majority of
refugees expected to arrive this
year are from Bhutan, Burma
and Iraq.

“However, we may see the
first arrivals of a new group of
Eritreans from Shimelba camp
in Ethiopia toward the end of
the fiscal year,” he said in an e-
mail reply to queries from
Catholic News Service.

Refugees are admitted to a
third country such as the United
States after processing that
includes extensive background
screening in whatever country
they are currently living in. The
office of the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees
oversees that processing world-
wide.

The UNHCR reported 11.4
million refugees in its care in
2007.

MARK WEBER

Burmese refugees living in Fort Wayne were luncheon guests of Bishop John M. D’Arcy following a noon Mass
in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on All Saints Day. Several interpreters made it possible for a
direct and significant exchange of information between Bishop D’Arcy and each member of the group. Fort
Wayne has the largest Burmese refugee resettlement population in the United States. 

B Y  P A T R I C I A  Z A P O R

The Catholic Church resettled 30
percent of refugees admitted to the
U.S. this year.

CNS GRAPHIC /EMILY THOMPSON
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Assisted living has its advantages.

Affordability is one of them.
Save up to $7,200 when you move in by November 30th.*

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

There comes a time when caring for an aging parent at home is no longer an option. Assisted living is the 

perfect solution – providing individualized care in a place where your loved one can thrive.

Sunrise Senior Living makes it easier than ever to secure quality senior care for the one that means so 

much to you. From personal assistance, medication management and specialized memory care, to social 

activities, meals and transportation – we tailor services to meet each resident’s needs. All in a setting that 

feels like home.

* Offer based on availability and on select 
suites only. Must move in by 11/30/08. 
Other restrictions may apply.

It’s the best of everything. For less. Act now to make the most of this limited time offer.

Sunrise of Fort Wayne 260-471-3110 3110 East Coliseum Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Assisted Living • Memory Care

“Christ is the Answer”
with

Father John Riccardo
Weekdays at 11:00 am

Catholic Radio AM 1450 • Listener supported

24 hour news, talk and information

from the Catholic perspective.

www.redeemerradio.com
info@redeemerradio.com

4705 Illinois Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46804

260-436-1450

FORT WAYNE — Nestled in the
quaint West Central neighbor-
hood, the house at 1415
Washington Blvd. is an unassum-
ing gem of religious and histori-
cal significance.

The former residence of
Archbishop John Francis Noll,
the 100-year-old house was
designed by Toledo, Ohio, archi-
tect Harry Wachter as a
Craftsman style home, according
to the West Central
Neighborhood Association of Fort
Wayne’s Web site, www.westcen-
tralneighborhood.org. It was orig-
inally built for Robert Millard, a
partner in Moellering & Millard
Wholesale Grocers and involved
in the Fort Wayne Rolling Mill.
From 1923 to 1925, the house
was occupied by Bishop Herman
J. Alerding. 

But perhaps its most famous
resident, Archbishop John Francis
Noll, lived there from 1925 to
1956. Currently the house is
occupied by Fred and Karen
Allina.

Sprawling at nearly 9,000-
square feet in size, the house was
originally designed to take in the
view of the landscaped entrance
to nearby Swinney Park.
Architecturally, the house has a
rough, stucco exterior and clay
tile roof. The trademark enclosed
porch with exposed rafters was
originally an open pergola.
Inside, the colonial style prevails,
including a living room with a
tiled fireplace, original plaster
ceiling moldings, and two sets of
leaded-glass French doors open to
the side yard. 

Perhaps the house’s hidden
jewel is the chapel designed by

architect Alvin M. Strauss, known
for the design of Fort Wayne
landmarks such as the Lincoln
Bank Tower and the Embassy
Theatre.

“In 1935 a wing was added
that included a chapel where the
archbishop’s biographers say he
said daily Mass,” local historian
Tom Castaldi said. “In its day, the

home featured rose marble pil-
lars, ornately carved plaster ceil-
ing, stained-glass windows
imported from Germany and
Italian murals ... not your ordi-
nary home.”

The Allinas’ love affair with
the historic house began in 1988.
It was through the recommenda-
tion of a real estate friend that

they discovered the house. But
first impressions aren’t always
what they seem, the Allinas soon
found out. The house seemed
uninviting, with its unruly weeds
and unhinged door.

But Karen especially felt
drawn to the house and knew it
was “meant to be ... I couldn’t get
over it,” she said. “It was the
most amazing house.”

The Allinas worked on the
house 16 months prior to moving
in. Then on Dec. 19, 1989, the
couple and their three daughters
officially called
1415
Washington
Blvd. home.

From here
on, the house
was a do-it-
yourself project,
Karen said.

“(The girls)
learned how to
do everything ...
paint, drywall,
cut tile,” she
recalled. “They
were in on all
this stuff.”

Karen said
that through this
can-do attitude, the girls, now
grown women, were empowered
and learned not to fear failure.

“If you don’t know how to do
something, you seek people out
and find things out,” she always
told the girls.

Throughout the years, the
Allinas have embraced the
house’s rich history. But the his-
torical element was not always
apparent to the family, she said.
Rather, the Allinas bought the
house with little or no knowledge
of its famous inhabitant, and then
discovered relevant details along

the way.
“We really feel like we’re

almost curators of a museum,”
she said.

Karen said Archbishop Noll
ran the diocese from inside the
house, which spurred their inter-
est in the life and times of the
church figure. Notably, her
daughter Emily used the house as
the subject of high school history
project. 

Additionally, church archives
and narratives have also provided
a look into Noll’s life.

“Because of
(the archives),
we had a chance
to learn about
him and his
family ... it was
like a treasure
hunt,” Fred
said.

Karen said,
based on her
research and
secondhand
accounts, she
believes
Archbishop
Noll was a
pleasant and
well-respected

man.
“He was a kind and gracious

person ... everything you’d imag-
ine a priest would be,” she said.

Castaldi said the Noll house
should be revered as a testimony
to the greatness of the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend.

“The house stands today as a
reminder to Catholics of home to
the man who spoke up for the
truth and beauty of Catholicism,”
he said. “To the community-at-
large, (it stands) as the home of a
notable man of faith and of
national acclaim.”  

Ornate Noll house has place in Fort Wayne history
B Y  L A U R E N  C A G G I A N O

PROVIDED BY THE ALL INA FAMILY

This private chapel of Archbishop John F. Noll was designed by Alvin M.
Strauss who also designed the Lincoln Bank Tower and the Embassy
Theatre.

“He was a kind and 

gracious person ... 

everything you’d imagine 

a priest would be.” 

KAREN ALLINAS




