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People will recognize 1t we
‘have been with Jesus’ in prayer

NEWS
& NOTES

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

A most sacred privilege

The days are so busy and the work so
intense and at times demanding, that it is
easy to lose sight of the beauty of the things
to which a bishop is called and of the great
sacredness of the responsibility. But some
weekends are so profound and so filled
with the presence of God and the activity of
Christ that they require, like Mary, that a
bishop “ponder these things in his heart.”

That is what | thought as | sped towards
Notre Dame, hoping not to be

gathered at the packed basilica for a most
beautiful two-hour service.

The Scriptures were splendid. A bishop
can leave out the instruction and present his
own homily, but I never like to leave out
the instruction because there is so much in
there as to the nature of the ministerial
priesthood. At the same time, | want to
speak briefly to personalize the event and
the Scripture readings of the day made that
easy to do. In the Acts of the Apostles, as
the church began its early suffering, we
read that Peter and John were speaking with
boldness and the leaders, elders and scribes
“recognized them as companions of Jesus”
— or as another translation puts it: “recog-
nized them as having been with Jesus.”
This was the heart of my brief message to
the two young men — that everything was
secondary to this, namely that people recog-
nized them as “having been with Jesus,”
which means prayer. People will recognize

for the new priests.

The laying on of hands to two young
men was a great privilege. There were
about 110 priests there, mostly from the
congregation of Holy Cross. And, | hope
the day strengthened my relationship with
this band of missionary priests who are
linked closely to the brothers and sisters of
Holy Cross and also strengthen their his-
toric relationship with this diocese. A
delightful dinner came later, and it was my
joy to sit with, among others, their religious
superior, Father Peter Jarrett, CSC, and
their provincial, Father David Tyson, CSC,
both good friends.

A good sleep the next morning at the sis-
ters was followed by a joyful breakfast and
then a chance to work on an Easter homily
for a confirmation at St. Pius X, Granger.
The first post-Easter confirmation was for
110 people including some adults. St. Pius
X had baptized about eight or nine at the

Easter Vigil. Beautiful Easter

late, arriving at the beautiful
Alumni Hall Chapel at 6:05.
There was a festival in honor of
Edith Stein. Edith Stein or St.
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross,
an extraordinary intellectual and
philosopher, and a convert from
Judaism, killed at Auschwitz.
Some young women at Notre
Dame and young men also were
honoring her with an event that
has become traditional these past
few years. Among those support-
ing it has been the Our Sunday
Visitor Institute. There were stu-
dents and non-students and a
number of religious from the
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual
Adoration and the Dominican
Sisters of Nashville, Tenn. | cele-
brated Mass at Alumni Hall and
spoke on the Resurrection.

Imagine, a new school in our diocese and already
over 350 registered from K through seventh grade,
another sign of the growing vitality of our diocese.

Some have registered from other schools, but almost all
the registrants are members of St. Pius Parish.
Some have registered from public schools and private
non-religious schools. There is no question this school

will make a tremendous difference in the

South Bend area and in our diocese.

music was led by Jeremy Hoy
and a prayerful congregation.
Afterwards | had a chance to
walk through their new educa-
tional center, which is expected
to be ready for a new school year
in August. Imagine, a new school
in our diocese and already over
350 registered from K through
seventh grade, another sign of
the growing vitality of our dio-
cese. Some have registered from
other schools, but almost all the
registrants are members of St.
Pius Parish. Some have regis-
tered from public schools and
private non-religious schools.
There is no question this school
will make a tremendous differ-
ence in the South Bend area and
in our diocese. It is a great uphill
journey to raise the funds, and |
commend Father Schooler, espe-

Afterwards, following two slices
of pizza with the young people, |
was escorted into McKenna Hall.
| sat there with a microphone in the middle;
Fred and Lisa Everett were present
although they had another assignment later.
John and Nancy Cavadini stayed the entire
time. John was the only faculty member. It
was a question-and-answer event and it was
a delight and a joy to see the goodness of
the questions and the inspiration of the
young people. They had to cut us off as the
event drew close to 9 p.m. for another
event, and | was off then to stay the night
with the Franciscan Sisters. More on that
later.

The next morning after breakfast with
the sisters and some time in prayer, | tried
to prepare my heart and mind for the great
privilege of ordaining two Holy Cross dea-
cons to the sacred priesthood. They are
Father Stephen Lacroix, CSC, and Father
Andrew Gawrych, CSC. Before that, how-
ever, | had a nice brunch with both of them
and Father Patrick Neary, CSC, the rector
and a good friend and exemplary priest who
is also a strong Notre Dame football fan.
Father John H. Pearson, CSC, assistant rec-
tor was also with us. Then at 2 p.m., we

if we “have been with Jesus” in prayer. |
told them when this beautiful day is over
and everybody has had a nice meal and
there has been much joy and they have all
gone, please return here to the basilica or to
the chapel at the seminary to be with him
and give thanks to him and offer your life
and your ministry to him as you will do in a
moment when you prostrate yourself before
the altar.

| also told the people that an ordination
was like a great catechism lesson about the
nature of the church and the ministerial
priesthood. | pointed out the Litany of
Saints, which this year would include for
the first time at a priestly ordination
Blessed Basil Anthony Moreau, founder of
the Holy Cross Congregation, and that the
beatification of a founder was not only a
declaration that he had lived a heroic life,
but that this congregation had reached sig-
nificant spiritual and pastoral accomplish-
ment, for indeed it is a far flung missionary
order.

Finally, the Gospel itself was a commis-
sion to preach and baptize, so appropriate

cially, and also his parishioners
for taking on this most demand-
ing project. I look forward to the
dedication in August and to what it will
mean in our diocese.
Back to Fort Wayne after a delightful
dinner including some late theological
reflections by Father Mike Heintz.

About the sisters

For 23 years, | have been living in a
small apartment at St. Patrick described by
one of my Boston priest friends once as
“adequate.” The stay with the sisters this
weekend brings an added spiritual dimen-
sion because of who they are and the access
of a chapel with the Blessed Sacrament.
The joy and goodness and love of sisters is
special indeed.

I am looking forward to a young adult
retreat this weekend and to several more
confirmations and to the joy of another
Easter season and, of course, to opening
day, April 8, at the old ballpark near
Kenmore Square.

See you all next week.
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to see him and his beauty in each
other and in all creation.”

Father Connor pointed to the
book of Genesis and reiterated
how God made both male and
female to be beautiful. He dis-
cussed how sin, particularly the
scourge of pornography, mars this
beauty.

Pornography is a problem of
great magnitude, said Father
Connor. He pointed to these num-
bers: 72 million people visit
Internet porn sites annually, and
the revenue from this lurid indus-
try is greater than what is made by
the three traditional television net-
works, NBC, ABC and CBS com-
bined.

Often viewed as a “man’s prob-
lem,” Father Connor talked about
how women are the biggest vic-
tims. Not only are they objectified
and demeaned, according to Father
Connor, but more women are
secretly visiting Internet porn sites
as well. He described pornography
in our society as a culture of dis-
tortedness.

“Pornography makes a lie of
intimacy,” explained Father
Connor. “It leads not to intimacy,
but to deeper isolation and alien-
ation. This damages the very
human qualities that make true
intimacy even possible and crip-
ples the user’s ability to experi-
ence truly human contact.”

Going back to Genesis and the
creation of woman, Father Connor
discussed the Trinitarian prefigur-
ing (CCC 372) and Adam behold-
ing Eve, being delighted in what
he sees.

“God made Eve a person, not
another animal or thing,” said
Father Connor. “This original
unity was intended from the begin-
ning to be divine reflection.”

Eve’s inherent beauty is what
captivated Adam, and according to
Pope John Paul II, “beauty will
save the world.” Today, however,
beauty is distorted and very one-
sided in our culture, according to
Father Connor.

He defined sin as “all things
contrary to God and to nature.”

DIANE FREEBY
Father Martin Connor gave the
talk “Blessed are the Pure in
Spirit” at the Edith Stein
Conference.

After the fall of Adam and Eve,
everything changed.

“Adam is not what he is sup-
posed to be. He denied his very
nature and went passive. Where
was he when the serpent
approached Eve? Every man after
him carries this same failure in his
heart,” said Father Connor.

Women, for their part, carry in
their hearts the failures of Eve.
This can be seen in the attack on
the dignity of the human person as
Father Connor observed in the cul-
ture of death. Woman is told by
society that her value is in her
body, not her relationships.

“She no longer waits to be
seen, said Father Connor. “She no
longer invites ... she goes for the
counterfeit seduction. Men see
their value no longer as the ‘pro-
tector” but merely as the
‘provider.” Culture frees him from
responsibility and he will not fight
for her any longer.”

Father Connor asserted that
spiritual warfare is real, and we
are tempted to manage and distract
ourselves from this brokenness
and insecurity. He believes we
medicate or attach ourselves to a
compulsion or addiction, such as
lust or Internet porn, alcohol,
drugs, or becoming a workaholic.

Father Connor quoted author
William Gurnall to illustrate the

reality of evil: “It is the image of
God reflected in you that so
enrages hell; it is this at which the
demon hurls the mightiest
weapons.”

So we are clearly under attack,
and must seek God’s help to deal
with both the causes and the
results of those attacks. Father
Connor pointed to the feelings of
helplessness and depression that
many people feel when they are
caught up in the degradation of
pornography and other immoral
life choices. He says it is the
enemy’s plan to make us feel
incompetent and inferior so we no
longer feel loveable by others or
even by God.

“But there is hope!” said Father
Connor, quoting 2 Corinthians 1:
3-4. “We read, ‘Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our affliction, so that we
may be able to comfort those who
are in any affliction, with the com-
fort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God.””

Father Connor also offered
some practical guidelines for fight-
ing the enemy’s attacks on purity.
He suggested keeping computers
in public places, to “bring dark-
ness to light.” There are also
things men, women and couples
can do.

“Men need to cultivate strong
relationships with their sons and
teach them responsibility and
accountability at an early age. It is
necessary to have a Christ-cen-
tered education at all levels.
Women need to develop their inte-
grated original beauty and to see
themselves as a whole person.”

Father Connor wrapped up his
talk with the reminder to involve
God in all things, especially when
seeking unity as a couple.

“This unity is not something
they can get on their own,” he
said. “Pray together and ask the
Holy Spirit for that unity. It is the
Lord’s battle, not just ours. We
have to involve him if we’re going
to win.”

For more information Father
Connor suggests visiting the Web
site directed by Catholic family
therapist Dr. Art Bennett at
WwWw.unityrestored.com.

Barbara Nicolosi tells captive
audience ‘what’s left to do’

BY THERESA THOMAS

NOTRE DAME — Barbara
Nicolosi’s eyes darted around the
auditorium.

“Here | am, at this conference,
with all these academic and holy
people. | feel a little like that
Sesame Street song, “One of
These Things is Not Like the
Others,” she quipped, and the
audience laughed. Nicolosi was
present to offer her talk
“Hollywood and the Sexual
Revolution: What’s Left to Do?”
as part of the University of Notre
Dame’s third annual Edith Stein
project, on Saturday, March 29.

While unique in style and pres-
entation, Nicolosi was indeed very
much like the other high quality,
spiritual and academic speakers

brought on campus to offer an
optimistic perspective on the
future of feminism. Speaking to
about 200 people in McKenna
Auditorium at the Center for
Continuing Education at Notre
Dame, Nicolosi began by stating
what she would not talk about.
“I’m not going to talk about
Act One,” (the organization she
founded which trains and mentors
Christians of all denominations for
careers in mainstream film and tel-
evision), she said, “and I’m not
going to talk about ‘Behind the
Screen,”” her book of 17 essays of
Christian writers of film and tele-
vision, “or how to start a career in
the entertainment industry.”
Although there has been recent
attention and controversy sur-
rounding the performance of “The
Vagina Monologues” on the Notre

Dame campus this year, Nicolosi
also said she was not going to
address that topic at length either.
She did briefly challenge the most-
ly young, female audience, “If you
don’t like it (VM), write some-
thing better. If we want cultural
influence we have to create cul-
ture.” Then she dug into the topic
at hand.

First, Nicolosi began,
Hollywood matters. This is a self-
evident truth. Hollywood matters
because art matters; stories matter;
entertainment matters. Hollywood
is all part of the culture that influ-
ences people.

Second, she said, America
needs inspirational role models on
the big screen. She recounted that
in 1977, just a few years after the
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Discussion, debate, prayer
coincide with play

BY DIANE FREEBY

NOTRE DAME — As Catholics
around the world continued to cel-
ebrate the resurrection of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, one of the most
well-known Catholic universities
in America opened the 2008 ver-
sion of Eve Ensler’s controversial
play, “The Vagina Monologues.”

Student organizers and
University of Notre Dame admin-
istrators chose the middle of
Easter Week to begin the three-day
production, explaining it was their
goal “to end violence against
women and begin the healing.”

Bishop John M. D’Arcy, in his
most recently-issued statement,
asked Notre Dame president Holy
Cross Father John Jenkins to
reconsider his decision to allow
the sexually-explicit and morally-
challenged play on the Catholic
campus.

Despite a staged walkout by
some 30 students after the first act
and ongoing prayer in the grotto
and before the Blessed Sacrament
by students at a campus chapel,
the much-debated production went
on as planned March 26-28. In
part of his written statement,
Father Jenkins defended his deci-
sion in the name of academic free-
dom and discussion.

“My decision on this matter
arises from a conviction that it is
an indispensable part of the mis-
sion of a Catholic university to
provide a forum in which multiple
viewpoints are debated in rea-
soned and respectful exchange —
always in dialogue with faith and
the Catholic tradition — even
around highly controversial top-
ics,” Jenkins said in the statement.

In order to categorize the play
as an “academic event,” one of the
requirements was that a panel dis-
cussion take place immediately
following the performance. While
the DeBartolo Hall auditorium
was nearly full during
Wednesday’s opening night, a 15-
minute intermission afterward
resulted in many people leaving
before the panel discussion began.

The make-up of the four-person
academic panel was different each
night, with the exception of dioce-
san representative, Lisa Everett,
who was present for all three
evenings. Lisa Everett, along with
her husband Fred Everett, co-
directs the Offices of Family Life
for the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend.

In her opening statement, she
addressed one of the central prob-
lems of Ensler’s play: “Sex is
intended by God to be the most
intimate sign of the mutual gift of
self that a man and woman make
to one another in marriage,” said
Everett. “Sex, then, is not meant to
be a monologue ... it is designed to
be a dialogue between a man and
a woman who have made a total
gift of themselves to one another,
a dialogue in which they say to
each other through the language of
the body what they said aloud on
the altar on their wedding day: |
accept you completely as the gift
that God created you to be, and |
give myself to you completely in
return.”

Everett went on to address the
premise under which Ensler
claims to be writing: empowering
women who have suffered sexual
abuse. In doing so, Ensler offers
various scenarios that offend
church teaching on morality.
Mainly, the monologues illustrated
ways for women to “heal” by mas-
turbation (“The Vagina
Workshop™), sex outside of mar-
riage (“Because He Liked to Look
at I1t”) and lesbian seduction by an
adult upon a minor (“The Little
Coochi Snorcher That Could”).

“Contemplate for a moment
what a desecration it would be to
take what God designed as an
expression of total self-giving and
make it instead a means of self-
gratification?” challenged Everett.
“This is the essential evil of rape
and incest and sexual abuse of any
kind, which Eve Ensler and decent
people everywhere rightly deplore,
and which the church has always
condemned.”

Yet Ensler’s play serves to
wound women a second time,
beyond the first abuse, according
to Everett.

“We can be desecrated by oth-
ers,” she explained, “but we can
also desecrate ourselves, and a
desecration we freely choose vio-
lates our dignity much more
deeply than a desecration that is
forced upon us.”

Everett pointed out that
Catholic teaching on sexuality
seeks to protect the intimate center
of the person and refuses to unveil
what should remain hidden.
(Catechism of the Catholic
Church, #2521)

“The church stands, not for
prudery, which prevents one from
speaking about sexual matters in
an appropriate context, but for rev-
erence for the gift of sexuality as
God designed it,” said Everett.

While some Notre Dame stu-
dents and faculty argued for the
need to allow “The Vagina
Monologues” on campus, other
students were clearly disturbed by
the university’s decision to permit
the play. The roughly 30 students
who staged the walkout during the
first act of the play made their way
over to the grotto where a rosary
was heing prayed. Student protest-
ers said they prayed at that time
for their university and for those
who would be misled by the
Monologues’ message.

“| feel this was a peaceful way
to get our message across,” said
Sarah Khanjian, a freshman from
Wyckoff, N.J. “I was extremely
disappointed in Father Jenkins’
decision to allow the play. | come
from a very Catholic family, and
when | heard the play was going
to be permitted, | called my
favorite teacher from high school,
a religious sister. She encouraged
me to do something.”

Mary Forr, a freshman from
Altoona, Pa., talked about better
ways to support women and speak
out against violence.

“The Edith Stein Conference
(also held last weekend at Notre
Dame) accomplishes the same
thing in a more Catholic way,” she
said. “We took part in the walkout

PLAY, PAGE 5
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School merger, studies discussed at press conference

BY TIM JOHNSON

FORT WAYNE — News media
gathered for a press conference
March 27 where Bishop John M.
D’Arcy officially announced the
merging of Msgr. Julian Benoit
Academy with St. John the Baptist
School in Fort Wayne. Audio of
the conference is available at the
diocesan Web site, www.diocese-
fwsb.org.

After reading the statement,
which ran in the March 30 issue of
Today’s Catholic, Bishop D’Arcy,
Holy Cross Father Stephen
Kempinger, Catholic Schools
Superintendent, Father Daryl
Rybicki, pastor of St. John the
Baptist, Fort Wayne, and Joe Ryan,
diocesan chief financial officer,
fielded questions about the merger
and the future.

When asked about transporta-
tion, Father Rybicki noted, that
after meeting with the two school
principals and St. Henry-Sacred
Heart pastor Father Daniel Durkin,
“Right now, all Benoit students,
except for three, | am told, come
by individual transportation. Only
three ride the bus in East Allen.”

Father Rybicki added, “The
majority of the Benoit students at
this point, live almost equidistant
between the two schools. So our
presumption is that if they were
able to get there by private car to
Benoit going a mile-and-a-half in
one direction, then a mile-and-a-
half in the other direction will not
provide a significant hardship for
most of those families.”

Bishop D’Arcy noted Father
Rybicki’s experience with multi-
cultural schools and parishes in
South Bend, namely St. Adalbert
and St. Augustine parishes.

“We very much want to bring

the minority children to St.
John’s,” Bishop D’Arcy noted.
“We think it will help St. John’s,
and we think it will help the young
people.”

When asked about the decline
in enrollment at Benoit Academy
over its 14 -year history, Bishop
D’Arcy said part of it was demo-
graphic — changes in population
there.

Father Rybicki added, “Just in
general we find that families are
not as large as they used to be.” He
said looking back to 1994 at St.
John’s, the student population was
about 450 students, and “in that
same period of time, we’ve seen a
drop as well. So from families that
would send their children that had
four and five students, there are
now two and three (students).”

“We are having a study of all
the south side (Catholic) schools
under the direction of Father Steve
Kempinger,” Bishop D’Arcy told
the reporters. “We are looking at
the possibility of more consolida-
tion. No decision has been made,
but we’re looking at that. But that
would not be this academic year.”

Bishop D’Arcy said, “We had a
committee that looked at all the
south side schools. We’ve been
looking at them for a couple of
years. ... This year we had a com-
mittee look at baptisms. What’s the
outlook for the future? (The com-
mittee) looked at first
Communions, looked at the num-
ber of parishioners that are going
to Mass in those parishes. And are
we doing the best job educational-
ly that we could be doing?

“This would include south side
schools, but also over into some of
the smaller rural areas like
Monroeville, Besancon, New
Haven, Yoder and so forth. No
decision is made, just going to

Christ Our Hope
SPRING SHARATHON
April 23-25!

Catholic Radio AM 1450

Listen on the web @ www.redeemerradio.com
To contact us or to provide financial support:
redeemerradio.com
Redeemer Radio, PO Box 5636, Fort Wayne, IN 46895

DON CLEMMER

From left, Holy Cross Father Stephen Kempinger, the diocesan superin-
tendent of Catholic Schools; Bishop John M. D’Arcy; and Father Daryl
Rybicki, pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne, answered
reporters’ questions about the merger of Benoit Academy and St. John
the Baptist schools at a press conference on March 27. Low enrollment,
demographical changes and debt to the diocese at Benoit Academy pre-
cipitated the need to merge the school with St. John the Baptist.

look at them,” Bishop D’Arcy
said.

“So many of (the students at
Benoit) are non-Catholic, and we
are happy with that,” Bishop
D’Arcy said. “I take the position
of Cardinal Hickey, who was the
cardinal of Washington, D.C., ...
(who said) “We don’t do it because
they’re Catholic, we do it because

St. Henry Church, Bishop D’ Arcy
said there are, “no plans at this
time. We have a committee work-
ing ... looking at parishes all over
the diocese for possible mergers.
We’re on the verge of merging two
in the South Bend area. We’ve had
consultations in those parishes.”
He added, “But this committee
is looking at others. No decisions

what is going to be happening in
five or 10 years with population
and finances. ...”

“This is the year we looked at
the south side,” Father Kempinger
said. “We’re going to be looking at
different sides in different areas in
the diocese in the coming years ...
not only in the sense of ‘can we do
better’ by using good stewardship,
and educationally by consolida-
tions.”

He added they are also looking
into areas of the diocese where
there is expansion of population. A
new Catholic elementary school
will open in August this year in
Granger. Already, 350 students are
registered. “That’s where the popu-
lation is, that’s where the need is,”
Father Kempinger said. “The
church is a living organism. We go
where the people are. We go where
we are needed.”

That’s part of the reason why
the south side committee was
formed, it was “that first step of
looking at the whole general pic-
ture and see where we can
strengthen, what we are doing
right, and maybe some things that
we may need to improve on.”

Also, St. Vincent School is
adding on and St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, both in Fort Wayne, just
completed their addition.

Bishop D’Arcy noted that
despite cultural upheavals, a
decrease in large families, he
believes there is an extraordinary

we'r(ta1 Caéholic.”’ opportunity for
The advan- the church.

tage of Benoit w . . “The hunger for
Academy’s The big challenge is to keep the schools reachable for  Catholic schools
s}r;nallness is is as strong as
there is quite a . ever,” he said.
spirit 2 Iot of the less affluent. We just gave out $800,000 from the ¢ ored that
warmth and St. Charles, St.
ISYAE}SSISV Bishop — legacy of Faith. Benoit and St. Adalbert got the most.” Vincent and St
added, BISHOP JOHN M. D/ARCY Fort Wayne are
“Educationally, almost full.

this is ... better It’s more

use of our expensive
finances. We can because the
help more chil- schools, once

dren and help them better.”

The Christ Child Society, which
tutors students at Benoit Academy,
will be preserved at the St. John’s
merger.

When asked about plans for the
Benoit building, Bishop D’Arcy
told reporters there were not any
plans. In the past there had been
some interest in locating a charter
school there.

Father Rybicki interjected that
he was told by Father Durkin that
St. Henry Parish, where Benoit
Academy is located, had a com-
mittee that will “start brainstorm-
ing ideas on the use of the build-
ing.”

When asked about the future of

at all on that at this time. | haven’t
even received the recommenda-
tions yet. But with the number of
priests, that has to be considered.”
“We’re looking at how to
strengthen our schools,” Father
Kempinger said of the school’s
committee. “What can we do plan-
ning ahead for the future? As an
administrator, there will always be
change. If you look at any school
district in the state, there’s always
the idea of closing, the idea of
building — we see that even in our
own Allen County. Redistricting is
the same thing, it can be very, very
painful. So we have to take what is
at present, and we have to look at
what is down the road and project

operated by religious, have been
given over almost entirely to laity.
So the financial strain is greater,
especially with the increased
teachers salaries.

“There’s a reluctance to aban-
don, though, because this is the
poor,” Bishop D’Arcy said when
talking about former urban schools
such as St. Patrick and St. Henry
in Fort Wayne. “The big challenge
is to keep the schools reachable for
the less affluent. We just gave out
$800,000 from the Legacy of
Faith. Benoit and St. Adalbert’s got
the most,” Bishop D’Arcy said.
“They got to be helped by the cen-
tral administration and that’s what
we’re doing.”
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Ratzinger had with the church and
the world. These concerns would
be addressed in his later career as
prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith and in his
social teachings as pope, but he
says, 1968 was not the turning
point for Ratzinger that many
oversimplify it to be.

Following his talk, Allen spoke
with Today’s Catholic, offering
further insights on the pope, his
upcoming encyclical and visit to
the United States. The following is
a portion of that interview:

Today's Catholic: What is the pope up
to as he approaches his trip to the
United States?

Allen: You have to understand,
when a pope travels, he has sort of
two basic audiences in mind.
There’s the audience of the broad
public of the country he’s visiting,
so ... Catholics

At the level of his message for
the states ... I think the core of it
will be a very positive note of
gratitude for what he would see as
a religious vitality of American
society. And that’s particularly in
contrast to Europe. | mean, at the
end of the day, for all of our prob-
lems, we are a culture in which ...
religion is taken seriously. Our
public officials are expected to talk
about their religious beliefs.
Churches are taken very seriously
as players in public conversation,
and this is all very unlike realities
in contemporary Europe. So |
think he is going to come to try
and encourage that.

And then in terms of his mes-
sage for Catholics in this country
and for the church, again, lots of
different things that he will say ...
but I think that the heart of it is
going to be kind of a narrative ver-
sion of his basic project for the
church, which is trying to restore a
strong sense of Catholic identity.
And that, of course, is in order to
protect the church against assimi-
lation to what he has called the
dictatorship of relativism, meaning

his social message, basically, is that
no society constructed as if God
does not exist, that is, no society
constructed on principles that don’t
involve and acknowledge religious
truth, that no such society can be
just, that in the end, it will go off the
tracks somewhere. And this was his
diagnosis of what happened in the
20th century.

As he said in Brazil when he
was there last May, the failure of
both Marxism and capitalism illus-
trate the dangers of trying to con-
struct a society without reference to
God. Basically, his argument is that
only religious truth can provide an
adequate basis and can provide an
adequate foundation for a set of
moral values, and further, that only
the kind of spiritual strength that
comes from religious devotion can
provide the sort of personal where-
withal to live out those values.

Therefore, the Christian applica-
tion of that would be, from the
pope’s point of view, that preach-
ing Christ to the world, celebrating
the sacraments, encouraging prayer
and devotion, those things are not a
distraction from working for jus-

tice. In fact, they

and non- are working for
Catholics. So, justice. Because
you know, he “ i Hr — his social vision
Yo He will talk about opposition to war — all of the well 3 . cltimate.
kind of social- . .. . ly, society is not
cultural message known social positions of the Catholic Church.” going to be

he wants to changed by bap-
bring. And then JOHN ALLEN tizing mass

he’s got his mes-

movements or

sage, the kind of

insider message for the Catholics,
one which is usually sort of spiri-
tual and pastoral. Now in addition,
in this year of course, there’s a
third category because he’s also
coming here to address the U.N.,
which means that, in some ways,
he’s talking to the whole world. So
I think you’ve got to think in terms
of three levels.

I think, in terms of his message
to the world, there are a lot of spe-
cific points he’ll make, but the heart
of it is that he wants to argue that
the world needs a consensus on
basic moral values that can serve as
a foundation for the protection of
human rights and human dignity.
Because | think his diagnosis is
that, given the increasing pluralism
of the world and all that, you can
actually hear people making the
argument that the notion of human
rights is just sort of a Western cul-
tural imposition and all that. And so
I think he wants to try to ... play a
role in stimulating a conversation
about what are those fundamental
principles of human dignity that all
of us can agree upon, and then,
once we’ve agreed upon them,
what are we going to do about it?

this kind of highly secularized, rel-
ativized culture in the West.

So I think, in many ways, those
are the three points that he’ll proba-
bly circle around a great deal. Then
he’ll have messages for specific
groups. | mean he’s going to meet
with educators. He’ll have a mes-
sage for them. He’s going to meet
with leaders of other religions.
He’ll have a message for them and
all that. But I think all of the specif-
ic points are going to be applica-
tions of these three basic themes.

Today’s Catholic: Do these messages
relate to the pope’s upcoming encycli-
cal? Can you speak definitively on
such a thing?

Allen: First of all, he is working
on a social encyclical. That has been
confirmed by Cardinal Bertone and
has been confirmed by Cardinal
Martino, so | mean, there’s no doubt
that that’s in the works. Now
Benedict pretty much writes his
own stuff, so, as you say, the level
of detail is difficult to anticipate.
But I have no doubt that the heart of
the encyclical will be the heart of
his social message. And the heart of

by encouraging
social revolution. Society is going
to be changed from the inside out,
one human heart at a time. And
therefore, the foundational
Christian mission in the world,
even though advocacy for justice
and all that is important, the foun-
dational Christian mission has to
be providing a model of holy,
intentional Christian life.

I have no doubt that’s going to
be the heart. He will go on from
there to strike all the notes you
would expect him to strike. He will
talk about the defense of human
life and defense of the institution of
marriage. He will talk about justice
for the poor. He will talk about
opposition to war — all of the well
known social positions of the
Catholic Church. But all of it will
flow from this core, which is, at the
end of the day, the most important
contribution Christians can make to
politics and to building a just socie-
ty is to provide the world with a
model of what life lived in the
spirit of Christ looks like.

Contributing to this story is Susan
Baxter.

NICOLOSI
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“mess of Roe v Wade, gas lines
and a prevalent ugly feminism,”
the movie “Star Wars” was
released, and it inspired Americans
to be better ... to fight evil ... to be
heroes.

Nicolosi attended the Sexual
Health in Entertainment (SHINE)
awards in Hollywood several
years ago — an event she labeled
“one of the most mind-numbing
crass events | have ever attended”
— and recounted that organizers
were raucously celebrating their
radical sexual agenda successes,
beginning with Lucy and Ricky
Ricardo of “I Love Lucy” TV
fame pushing their twin beds
together and continuing with the
television character Maude choos-
ing abortion. SHINE organizers
ended the event with the comment,
“We have so much left to do.”
Nicolosi paused at this retelling,
and stared intently and seriously at
her audience. “No, we have so
much work to do,” she insisted.

Then Nicolosi spoke hopefully.
According to her, Hollywood
teems with Generation Xers who
are dealing with the aftermath of
the sexual revolution and are just
now coming to power. She told of
a lesbian writer who was seeking
baptism in the Catholic Church for
her partner’s child because both
women had grown up without reli-
gion or guidance, and wanted
something more for the little girl.

Nicolosi stated that the young
elite who are coming to power in

Hollywood now are the first gen-
eration that has grown up with
absent or divorced parents, and are
victims of the sexual revolution.
Since they were hurt by their
mother’s abortions, parent’s
divorces surrounding them grow-
ing up, they are ready for some-
thing different. While speaking at
the University of California Los
Angeles (UCLA) recently,
Nicolosi said that she asked for a
raise of hands to determine how
many were pro-life, pro-choice or
undecided. An overwhelming
majority of the audience (80 per-
cent) self identified as pro-life.

What’s left to be done, con-
cluded Nicolosi, is to create beau-
ty. She challenged her young audi-
ence to provide quality art in
music, theater, film and writing,
that illuminates Christian Catholic
truth. “Please give your children
10 years of piano lessons and
expose them to the arts,” she
pleaded. She challenged
scriptwriters to assume an audi-
ence that is confused and ignorant
of basic truths, and “show,” not
tell the stories.

She disagreed with the idea that
movies should not contain sexual
themes. Sex, adultery and homo-
sexuality are addressed in the
Bible. “It’s not the topic that’s the
problem in storytelling,” stated
Nicolosi, “It’s the treatment of it.”

Finally, Nicolosi referred to
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, (now
Pope Benedict XVI)’s idea that
sacred art, inspired by faith, both
reflects and informs culture. “If
you could do for God, what
pagans do for money, we could
change the world.”
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to show our disgust for the univer-
sity’s decision. Bishop D’Arcy
specifically spoke out against the
Monologues, and Notre Dame still
had them on Our Lady’s campus
during Easter Week.”

As the panel discussion
wrapped up, the president of Notre
Dame’s Alumni Association,
Richard A. Nussbaum, stood up.

“I have deep concerns about the
gap between Bishop D’Arcy and
Notre Dame,” said Nussbaum. “I
appreciate Lisa’s coming here and
giving the church’s perspective. |
have had alumni clamoring for me
to find out what’s really going on,
and | need to have something to
tell them.”

When asked what exactly he
would tell the Notre Dame alumni,
Nussbaum didn’t have an exact
answer, saying he would have to
pray about it.

As Everett wrapped up the
question-and-answer session, she
addressed the argument that allow-
ing the play was necessary in the
name of academic freedom.

“Authentic freedom, academic
or otherwise, is always linked to
the service of truth and love,” con-
cluded Everett. “Like sexual pleas-
ure severed from love and life,
freedom exalted as an end in itself
becomes an idol. Eve Ensler’s play
contributes to and deepens the des-
ecration of women and their sexu-
ality that is already so prevalent in
our culture, and its performance is
unworthy of a Catholic university,
particularly one consecrated to the
woman who was blessed among
all women.”
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Vatican official: World
has greater number of
Muslims than Catholics

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A
Vatican official said that, for the
first time, the world’s Muslim
population is greater than the
number of Catholics. Msgr.
Vittorio Formenti, who heads the
Vatican’s statistics office, said the
shift was the result of larger fami-
lies among Muslims. According to
statistics at the end of 2006,
Muslims now represent 19.2 per-
cent of the world population,
while Catholics represent 17.4
percent, he said. “For the first time
in history, we’re no longer at the
top. The Muslims have surpassed
us,” Msgr. Formenti said in an
interview March 30 with the
Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore
Romano. He noted that if other
Christian denominations are taken
into consideration, the global
Christian population is about 33
percent of the total, still far greater
than the Muslim population.
Msgr. Formenti said the Catholic
population continues to keep pace
with world population growth.
However, Muslims’ families have
more children and are outpacing
the average growth rate, he said.

Young adult Catholics are
interested in church
ministry, study finds

WASHINGTON  (CNS) —
Although many young adult
Catholics are interested in church
ministry they find it difficult to
connect their career plans or tal-
ents with available ministries,
according to a survey released this
year. The survey, “Young Adult
Catholics and Their Future in
Ministry,” was commissioned by
the Emerging Models of Pastoral
Leadership Project, a joint project
involving six national Catholic
organizations and funded by the
Lilly Endowment Inc. A prelimi-
nary report on the survey of young
adult Catholics will be the topic of
an upcoming National Ministry
Summit April 20-23 in Orlando,
Fla. The summit, initially planned
for 1,000 participants, recently
was expanded to accommodate all
who wish to attend. “The waiting

list kept growing,” said
Christopher Anderson, executive
director for the National

Association for Lay Ministry, one
of the sponsoring groups of the
project. He said the interest in dis-
cussing the survey’s results shows
that it “struck a chord with the
people who minister and those
who plan for future ministry in the
Catholic Church.”

(ardinal: Liberalized use
of Tridentine Mass
already is bearing fruit

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI’s outreach to tradi-
tionalist Catholics by liberalizing
the use of the Tridentine Mass
already is bearing fruit, said
Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos.
The cardinal, president of the
Pontifical Commission “Ecclesia
Dei,” which coordinates care for
traditionalist Catholics, said that
thanks to the pope’s action “not a
few have asked to return to full
communion, and some already

NEWS BRIFFS

POPE WAVES TO FAITHFUL GATHERED FOR REGINA COELI
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Pope Benedict XVI waves during the recitation of the Regina Coeli prayer at the papal

residence in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, March 30. The pope marked Divine Mercy Sunday

and kicked off a week of festivities dedicated to the memory of Pope John Paul II, saying

the merciful love of God, revealed in Jesus Christ, is what motivates the church in its

sacraments, its charitable activities and its insistence on correct moral behavior.

have returned.” In an interview
published in the March 28 edition
of L’Osservatore Romano, the
Vatican newspaper, Cardinal
Castrillon said 30 cloistered nuns
in Spain have “already been rec-
ognized and regularized” and
“there are cases of American,
German and French groups” who
have begun the process. He added,
“There are individual priests and
many laypeople who contact us,
write to us and call us for a recon-
ciliation and, on the other side,
there are many other faithful who
demonstrate their gratitude to the
pope” for his July letter authoriz-
ing wider use of the liturgy from
the 1962 Roman Missal. In his let-
ter, the pope said the Mass from
the Roman Missal in use since
1970 remains the ordinary form,
while celebration of the Tridentine
Mass is the extraordinary form.

Popemobile shipped to
U.S., scheduled to arrive
in early April

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — While
Pope Benedict XVI probably has
not begun packing his bags for his
April 15-20 trip to the United
States, one big Vatican package
was prepared just after Easter. The
white, 2002 Mercedes-Benz pope-
mobile has left the Vatican and
will be delivered by an air cargo
company in the first days of April,
said Alberto Gasbarri, the chief
organizer of papal trips. The
Vatican has three popemobiles
currently in use. One is a four-
month-old, open-topped Mercedes
based on the company’s G500-
series sport utility vehicle, used

almost exclusively in St. Peter’s
Square. The vehicle has an attach-
able, curved windshield that can
protect the pope from rain and
wind. Mercedes describes the
color as “Vaticanmystic white.”
The other two are closed, white
popemobiles, which are modified
versions of the Mercedes-Benz
ML430 off-road vehicle. The
“glass” top is a cube made of
advanced, bulletproof plastic.
Both vehicles feature a high seat
so the pope can still be visible.
One of the ML430 models is
being used for the U.S. trip,
Gasbarri said.

Maryland Legislature
passes measure to set up
study of death penalty

BALTIMORE (CNS) — Richard
J. Dowling, executive director of
the Maryland Catholic
Conference, praised the Maryland
General Assembly for passing leg-
islation to establish a commission
that will study the death penalty in
Maryland. The Catholic confer-
ence is the legislative lobbying
arm of Maryland’s Catholic bish-
ops. The House of Delegates
passed its version of the bhill
March 21 on an 89-48 vote, and
the Senate passed its version a day
later on a 32-15 vote. The two ver-
sions are expected to be recon-
ciled soon, and Gov. Martin J.
O’Malley is likely to sign the
measure into law, Dowling said.
The commission will be made up
of people on both sides of the
issue, and it is expected to include
representatives from the state’s
religious community. “We’re

hopeful this commission will help
remove the residual doubts about
whether our justice system can be
best served by repeal of the death
penalty,” said Dowling. The com-
mission is expected to hold
regional hearings, and Dowling
said he is “confident people and
interests throughout the state will
have their say.”

Vietnamese priest:
Government loosens
control of seminary
admissions

NHA TRANG, Vietnam (CNS) —
Permission for a third major sem-
inary to recruit an unrestricted
number of students is a sign that
the Vietnamese government is
loosening restrictions on religion,
said the seminary’s rector. Since
Stella Maris Major Seminary
reopened in Nha Trang Diocese in
1991, every other year it has
accepted 10 students from each of
the neighboring dioceses of Buon
Me Thuot, Nha Trang and Quy
Nhon, said Father Pierre Pham
Ngoc Phi, rector. The seminary
used to give a list of 40 to 45 can-
didates from those dioceses to
government authorities, who
would approve only 30, he told
the Asian church news agency
UCA News in mid-March.
Recently, he said, the government
has not limited the number of
recruits, so last September the
seminary admitted 44 students,
instead of 30, from the three dio-
ceses. He said that on Sept. 28 the
seminary received permission to
recruit annually from each dio-
cese. The two major seminaries

based in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City received the same permission
from the government, in 2005 and
2007, respectively. Six major sem-
inaries train priests from 26 dioce-
ses throughout the country.

(ardinal Foley to receive
special award from
(hristophers

NEW YORK (CNS) — U.S.
Cardinal John P. Foley, grand
master of the Knights of the Holy
Sepulcher, has been named the

recipient of the Christopher
Leadership Award by the
Christophers. Cardinal Foley,

along with television shows,
movies and books that are deemed
uplifting, will be honored April 10
at a Christopher Awards dinner in
New York. Ordained a priest in
1962, Cardinal Foley has been
involved in Catholic communica-
tions in its many forms. He served
as editor of The Catholic Standard
& Times, newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and
for 23 years was president of the
Vatican’s Pontifical Council for
Social Communications, a post he
held until 2007. Named an arch-
bishop in 1984, he was made a
cardinal last November. In his cur-
rent position, he guides the
Knights of the Holy Sepulcher in
the organization’s support of the
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
and its response to the needs of
Catholics in the Holy Land.

Vatican spokesman says
no decision yet on
whether to move JPIl's
tomb

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A
Vatican spokesman said no deci-
sion had yet been made on
whether to move the tomb of Pope
John Paul Il to a more prominent
place on the main level of St
Peter’s Basilica. The spokesman,
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
said March 30 that “no decision
on the matter will be made before
beatification” of the late pope. He
denied reports that a Vatican com-
mission already had met to deter-
mine the tomb’s new location. The
pope’s tomb, visited by millions
of people every year, is located in
a papal burial area in the grotto
underneath the basilica.
According to a detailed report
March 29 by the Italian news
agency ANSA, the plan to move
the pope’s tomb has been studied
and approved by a Vatican com-
mission led by Cardinal Angelo
Comastri, archpriest of St. Peter’s
Basilica. ANSA said the plan fore-
saw two options: a stone monu-
ment without display of the body,
or a glass casket through which
the pope’s body could be viewed.
In the latter case, his face would
be covered by a light protective
wax mask. Cardinal Comastri told
the Italian newspaper La Stampa
that relocation of the tomb was
“plausible” after the beatification
process is concluded. According
to the newspaper, the new tomb
site would be in the Chapel of St.
Sebastian, located on the right
aisle of the basilica just after the
chapel housing Michelangelo’s
statue of the “Pieta.”
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Kendallville parish to
host four-day mission
April 13-16

KENDALLVILLE — Immaculate
Conception is preparing for a
four-day parish mission, April 13-
16, to provide an opportunity for
spiritual renewal of its parish-
ioners.

The mission with the theme
“United in heart and spirit” will
offer four evenings of prayer,
Scripture readings and music with
reflection by guest speakers at 7
p.m. each evening.

The mission includes the fol-
lowing speakers and themes:

e April 13 — Father Daryl
Rybicki, United in Faith

e April 14 — Father Mark
Gurtner, United in Prayer

e April 15 — Father Tim
Wrozek, United in Reconciliation,
and includes a penance service

e April 16 — Father Tom
Shoemaker, United in Love, clos-
ing Mass.

Morning presentations by
Ginny Kohrman of the diocesan
office of spiritual development
will be available at 8 a.m. They
are intended to enhance what par-
ticipants hear in the evening ses-
sions and for those not able to
attend the evening sessions.

Father Lourdino Fernandes,
pastor of Immaculate Conception,
noted, “We hope this parish mis-
sion draws the whole parish
together, recharges the congrega-
tion, provides the parishioners
time for the truly important things
like wonder, mystery and prayer.
We hope that people reconcile,
faith is awakened, vocations are
discovered (and) families are
healed. We pray that lives are for-
ever changed and that the parish
discovers afresh its ultimate call-
ing and meaning. We pray that
miracles of the heart may hap-
pen.”

Law School’s Carozza
elected chair of human
rights commission

NOTRE DAME — Paolo
Carozza, associate professor of
law in the University of Notre
Dame Law School, has been elect-
ed chairman of the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) for 2008.

IACHR promotes the obser-
vance and defense of human rights
in the 35 nations that are members
of the Organization of American
States (OAS). It is currently pro-
cessing more than 800 cases
brought by individuals or non-
governmental organizations alleg-
ing human rights violations.

“The essential elements of rep-
resentative democracy include
respect for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms, including in
particular those such as freedom
of expression and the press, free-
dom of association, political par-
ticipation, and access to justice,”
Carozza said. “The effective
administration of justice, and
access to effective judicial guaran-
tees of human rights, remain
always among the most pervasive
obstacles to the realization of
human rights in the Americas.”

Carozza joined the Notre Dame
Law School faculty in 1996.
Active in the Center for Civil and
Human Rights, he serves as direc-
tor of its doctor of jurisprudence

AROUND THE DIOCES

FORT WAYNE MAYOR VISITS ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL

MICHELLE CASTLEMAN

Just before spring break kicked off, Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry paid a visit to the stu-
dents of St. Joseph-Hessen Cassel School during Anti-Apathy Week. Students were
assembled for an academic pep session on pajama day. Mayor Henry was greeted by a

standing ovation and addressed the students, challenging them to “continue learning

every day of their lives because they will be the future leaders of our city.” The second-
grade students sang a song for the mayor and presented him with a poster signed by the

entire school. The mayor handed out citizenship awards before leaving.

program in international human
rights law. He also is a fellow of
Notre Dame’s Kellogg Institute
for International Studies, the Kroc
Institute for International Peace
Studies, and the Nanovic Institute
for European Studies.

0SV conference brings
(atholics together to
invigorate stewardship

HUNTINGTON — Parishes look-
ing to invigorate their faith com-
munities are making plans to
attend the Living Catholic
Stewardship conference Sept. 14-
16 at the Crowne Plaza-Anaheim
Resort in California. The fourth in
a series of successful, hands-on
conferences  offers  practical
resources and planning strategies
for parishes and dioceses seeking
to adopt or strengthen stewardship
practices.

Sponsored by Our Sunday
Visitor, Inc., a leader in Catholic
stewardship initiatives, the Living
Catholic Stewardship conference
allows attendees to encounter
national and local experts in face-
to-face discussions and breakout
sessions. Innovative workshops
provide opportunities to network
with other Catholics and learn
about youth stewardship, strategic
planning, multicultural parishes,
evangelization, and more while
gathering practical ideas that can

be readily implemented at the
parish or diocesan level.

Julie Kenny, stewardship serv-
ices manager in the Offering
Envelope Division of Our Sunday
Visitor, Inc., says the conferences
are designed to bring Catholics
together to share success stories
about stewardship. “We find that
people are looking for ideas about
what works when it comes to
stewardship. Our conferences
bring those resources together so
that everyone goes home with
solutions and a plan of action.”

The Living Catholic
Stewardship ~ conference in
Anaheim features several well-
known and respected Catholic
leaders, including keynote speak-
ers: Bishop Sylvester Ryan and
Dr. Charles Zech, professor of
economics at Villanova
University. Bishop Ryan is the
former bishop of Monterey, Calif.,
and past chair of the USCCB ad
hoc committee on stewardship.
Zech is the author of the ground-
breaking book “Why Catholics
Don’t Give ... and What Can Be
Done About It” and the soon-to-be
released, “Best Stewardship
Practices.”

Early bird registration rate is
$450 through June 27. After that
date, the cost is $550 per person.
Parishes sending three or more
attendees save $50 per person. For
registration information, call OSV
customer service, toll-free, at

(800) 348-2886, or visit us online
at www.osvenvelopes.com

Bishop Dwenger High
School takes part in
Festival Disney

LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. —
Bishop Dwenger High School’s
advanced choir from Fort Wayne
took the stage at Disney’s Saratoga
Springs Resort on March 14, during
the fourth annual Festival Disney.
During the event, the ensemble par-
ticipated in an adjudicated perform-
ance, personalized feedback clinic
and a high-energy awards ceremony.

Ensembles from as far away as
Japan, have packed their sheet
music, instruments, flags and dance
shoes to travel to the Walt Disney
World Resort and take part in the
largest single site Disney-produced
music festival each weekend until
May 10, 2008..

The festival series schedule
includes two days of adjudicated
performances, where band, choral,
dance, auxiliary, jazz and concert
ensembles receive valuable written
and recorded feedback from nation-
ally recognized music educators. To
conclude the event, groups are
invited to the Festival Disney
Awards Ceremony. All ensembles
receive an exclusive Festival
Disney Award, and every partici-
pant receives a Festival Disney
Medal to commemorate their par-

ticipation. Competing groups will
vie for Best in Class and Festival
Disney Gold, Silver and Bronze
Awards.

Vocation retreat for
Precious Blood rescheduled

CARTHAGENA, Ohio —
Witnesses of Hope, a vocation dis-
cernment retreat for women and
men considering a religious voca-
tion, will be April 25-27 at St
Charles Center and at the Maria
Stein Center. This is a new date for
the March 7-9 retreat that was post-
poned due to a winter storm.

This retreat is co-sponsored by
the Missionaries of the Precious
Blood and the Sisters of the
Precious Blood. The religious soci-
ety of priests, brothers and lay asso-
ciates and the women’s religious
congregation share a common spir-
ituality and work in a variety of
ministries in the United States and
internationally. In the spirit of their
Precious Blood spirituality, both the
Missionaries and the Sisters of the
Precious Blood work to foster heal-
ing and reconciliation wherever
they serve.

The weekend is designed for
women and men completing high
school, of college age and older
who are discerning a vocation to
religious life as a priest, brother or
sister. The scriptural theme of the
retreat offers participants a chance
to reflect on their own calling to be
witnesses to hope among God’s
people.

Retreatants will spend the week-
end in personal and communal
prayer, in Scripture reflection and
conversation with the religious
communities and with fellow par-
ticipants to learn more about life as
a priest, sister or brother. The week-
end begins Friday evening with
dinner and concludes early Sunday
afternoon. Meals are included, and
there will be an opportunity to par-
ticipate in Mass on Sunday morn-
ing at St. Charles Center.

There is no cost for the retreat
but reservations are requested by
Monday, April 21. For more infor-
mation or to register, men may con-
tact Father Ken Schnipke at (937)
228-6224 or vocation@cpps-pre-
ciousblood.org. Women are invited
to contact Sister Carolyn Hoying at
(937) 231-1244 or vocations@pre-
ciousbloodsistersdayton.org.

Bishop Luers High School
invites all to LuersKnight
‘An Enchanted Evening’

FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School invites Luers fami-
lies, friends, alumni and the com-
munity to  participate in
LuersKnight, “An Enchanted
Evening,” on Friday, April 18.

The setting is staged in the
South Pacific with entertainment
by the Bishop Luers Minstrels,
followed by dinner with an
excerpt from the play.

Corporate, family and alumni
tables are available.

There will be auction items.
Attendees should not be surprised
if they see waterfalls and a vol-
cano in the gym.

Tickets are $140 per person
and are available in the Bishop
Luers development office.

Preview the auction on
Thursday, April 17, from 7-9 p.m.
A $5 admission is all it takes to
enjoy an evening of fun.
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Victory Noll's Helen Espinosa honored with lifetime volunteer award

HUNTINGTON — For the past
21 years, Helen Espinosa has
contributed her time, her compas-
sion and her love to Our Lady of
Victory Missionary Sisters
(OLVM), serving the community
in whatever way she could, from
nursing duties to helping in the
missions in Arizona, California
and Bolivia.

For her years of giving,
Espinosa was honored with the
Lifetime Achievement Award
during the 2008 Governor’s
Conference on Service and
Volunteerism awards luncheon
Tuesday, March 25, in
Indianapolis. The awards were
presented through the Indiana’s
Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives. The
keynote speaker for the event was
Henry C. Lozano, director of the
USA Freedom Corps.

“Helen has made a positive
impact on the lives of many sis-
ters through her volunteer
efforts,” said Victory Noll
Administrator Madonna Jeffers.
“She is always willing to help out
wherever needed. Her willingness
to go to a sister in need, wherever

the sister lives, is commendable.
She is very deserving of this
award.”

Since 1985, Espinosa has been
a member of Victory Noll’s
Covenant Associates, a group of
men and women who share, in
their own setting, the spirit and
mission of Our Lady of Victory
Missionary Sisters. They have the
opportunity to belong to a group
of people who share a common
vision to live simple, just, prayer-
ful lives in mutual loving service
to the poor and oppressed, and to
each other.

“The sisters have touched my
life deeply, and | want to give
back to the sisters by being a
dedicated volunteer,” said the 76-
year-old Espinosa.

A single parent who raised 10
children, Espinosa volunteered in
East Chicago, Ind., working in
religious education and with
youth groups. At the age of 50,
she studied and became a regis-
tered nurse. Later, she was a vol-
unteer at Victory Noll’s mother-
house.

Espinosa was involved as a
translator for the Hispanic com-

uide.com

Why wait for the weekend ?
Look for an Open House 24/7 from the
convenience of your home or office

www.hometownopenhousequide.com

$50 Per Ticket
Only 3500 tickets to be sold
Grand Prize up to $25.000%

Drawing to be held on June 5, 2008

2008 Catholic Charities
pOT-OF-GOLD RAFFLg

Entries must be received by Catholic Charities not later than June 4, 2008
to be considered eligible for the drawing.

Return this form with check or money order to: Catholic Charities
1817 Miami St. South Bend, IN 46613
or call 1-800-686-3112 or 574-234-3111
to purchase a ticket with a major credit card.
License # 112991

*Prize amount may be proportionately reduced if less than 3500 tickets are sold.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip Code: Phone:

KINTZ

AGENCY

ANNUITIES

INSURANCE

“Professional Insurance Services”

eLife *Auto
*Health *Home
eAnnuities *Business
*Disabilities eLiability

*Medicare Supplements
*Nursing Home Care

111 North Third Street ® Decatur
(260)728-9290 ¢ (260) 724-8042 * 1-800-589-5468

munity with social services in
East Chicago, and also helped
drive people to doctor’s appoint-
ments and other needs.

Espinosa had served on the
planning committee for the
Victory Noll Center for the past
seven years, assisting the director
with the Hispanic Community.

During her time working with
the Victory Noll Sisters, Espinosa
spent 10 months in the OLVM
mission in Bolivia, serving as a
nurse in a clinic and also working
in an orphanage.

Other areas where Espinosa
has served Victory Noll as a vol-
unteer are in the food service
department and as a receptionist.
She also helps the grounds crew
with planting and weeding of
flowerbeds. She is a member of
Victory Noll’s Cherish the Earth
Committee.

She continues her work with
the Hispanic community, inviting
parish groups to attend bilingual
programs at the Victory Noll
Center.

Victory Noll’s Helen Espinosa, center, was presented with a Lifetime
Achievement Award during the 2008 Governor’s Conference on Service
and Volunteerism awards luncheon Tuesday, March 25, in Indianapolis.
Presenting the award are keynote speaker Henry C. Lozano, right, direc-
tor of the USA Freedom Corps, and Ike Randolph, executive director for
the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, left.
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Computer programmer 11m
Cooper creates Catholic database
forum with Faith Deposit Box

Seminar classes to be
offered at Allen County
Public Library

BY TIM JOHNSON

FORT WAYNE — One could
easily call Tim Cooper a
resourceful person: a computer
programmer with business savvy,
the kind of fellow many would
like to have on their parish board.
But Cooper, a parishioner at St.
Charles Parish in Fort Wayne,
has taken his computer program-
ming skills and created the Faith
Deposit Box, a CD database
filled with Catholic resources —
an encyclopedia of Catholicism
that includes church history,
papal encyclicals, the writings of
the fathers and doctors of the
church with links to Scripture.
All one really needs is the disk
and link to the Internet. Cooper
has done all the background
work.

The software database Cooper
developed over the years, the
Faith Deposit Box, will be
demonstrated in a computer lab
at the main Allen County Public
Library on Tuesday, April 15, in
a free seminar Cooper calls
“Studying the Scriptures Through
the Eyes of the Church Using
New Media.”

Cooper told Today’s Catholic,
“We will have three or four half-
hour sessions (at the library) dur-
ing that (7-9 p.m.) time frame.
We can accommodate 18 atten-
dees for each half hour, meaning
we have a limit of 72 attendees.”

For those attending the semi-
nar, the Faith Deposit Box may
be purchased for $5 off the regu-
lar price of $30 through the
Cathedral Bookstore. Religious
receive a free copy of the soft-
ware just for attending. Cooper
said, “There is no obligation to
purchase the software, and we
welcome those who already have
a license.”

Because space is limited, reg-
istrations are being handled by
the Cathedral Bookstore, which
can be reached at (260) 422-
4611. Registrants need to provide
their name, phone number and
which half hour they prefer.

Cooper, who grew up in a fun-
damentalist home in Indianapolis,
converted to Catholicism five
years ago. One year later, a series
of three miracles within a three-
week period left Cooper with
another “profound conversion.”

In February of 2004, Cooper’s
wife was diagnosed with stage-3
melanoma cancer. “The progno-
sis wasn’t very positive,” Cooper
said. “She had two surgeries.”

After the diagnosis from the
doctor, Father Chris Smith gave
her the sacrament of the anoint-
ing of the sick. Cooper said a
peace came over his wife after
the sacrament. She was able to
sleep again that night. The next
morning his wife told him, “God
told me everything is going to be
okay.”

“That was my first witness of
something supernatural going
on,” Cooper said.

Cooper said this precipitated a
mid-life crisis for him and “got
me thinking about our mortality
and eternal things. It made me
reevaluate my priorities.”

He felt he had a moment
where God asked, “What have
you done for me?” Cooper’s
response at the time was, “Well,
basically nothing.”

After the second conversion,
Cooper got very involved in his
parish — Christ Renews His
Parish, Bible study, Disciples in
Mission — and it precipitated a
Bible study based on the teach-
ings of the Fathers of the Church.

Again, Cooper felt challenged
to do more for God. “But what
could I do?” he asked. “I’m not a
particularly eloquent speaker or
writer, but I know how to pro-
gram. I’m a computer program-
mer. I’ve been doing that for 30
years now.

“l thought, ‘this is one thing |
can do for God.” | can program,”
Cooper said. “I got this idea con-
necting the Bible, Scriptures with
the early church fathers. ... |
looked up quotes of the early
church fathers with Scripture,
linked them together, and then |
put it altogether on a CD and
gave it to the Bible study group.”

The idea is, one can look up a
Bible verse, and then click on the
references to that and see what
the church fathers say about that
Bible verse.

“l gave a copy to Father
David Voors, and he said, ‘This is
really cool.” He said he really
liked it and started using it for his
homilies,” Cooper said. “I
thought, “What if we expanded
this? What if we added the doc-
tors of the church?’”

Cooper was then on a quest on
the Internet to look up the writ-
ings of the 33 doctors of the
church. “As a programmer | have
written utilities that download
(information) from the Internet
and put it into a searchable data-
base forum,” he said.

“That’s basically what | put
together. It’s a library of Catholic
theological books that covers
2,000 years of teachings, and it’s
all connected with Scripture,”
Cooper said.

On the computer, the informa-
tion takes about a gigabyte of
space and can be updated for up
to a year at no extra charge.

Cooper gave the CD to a cou-
ple of other priests, friends and
Protestant ministers and then
wondered if there was some way
he could market this. A neighbor
and fellow Christ Renews His
Parish friend, Jerry Suelzer,
formed a limited liability compa-
ny and the two started marketing
the CD.

Cooper considers this a side
business, an apostolate — he is a
full-time programmer for Smith
Brothers in Berne, a career he is
very comfortable with. “But if
God has other plans, I’m happy
with that,” he added.

At $30 per CD, “we’re not
here to get rich,” Cooper added.
And they generally give it away
to priests and seminarians.

Cooper and Suelzer met Jerry
Usher at a Redeemer Radio
share-a-thon. They entered a part-
nership with Usher to advertise
and distribute the CD.

“Finally I can say, ‘I’m con-
tributing, doing something posi-
tive,”” said Cooper.

The CD is available at
Cathedral Bookstore and All
Saints Bookstore in Fort Wayne,
but “we hope to get it in other
bookstores.” It can also be
ordered on the Internet at
www.faithdepositbox.com.

DONATION MADE BY GIRL SCOUTS

" PROVIDED BY CHERYL HEISE
The Girl Scouts of St. Vincent De Paul held their annual
Lenten retreat on March 15. Father Jason Freiburger, asso-

ciate pastor, presented 66 religious medals to the girls who
earned them. The Scouts also collected items for the
Samaritan House, a home offered to families whose loved
ones are at Parkview Memorial Hospital in Fort Wayne.
"The troops made Baskets of Hope, which contained hos-
pitality items. In the photo are Hannah Branam, Lindsey
Sutter, Samaritan House Director Tim Foster and Kendra
Martin. In the four years they have been open, Foster
noted, this is the largest donation they have ever received.
The troops that took part were, Brownie Troops 60, 200,
302; Junior "Troops 525, 650, 766; Cadette Troop 3; Senior
Troop 412 and some Juliettes from St. Vincent Church.

PHOENIX
rslilule

Phoenix Institute, a small family oriented foster care agency, is looking

for people to foster abused and neglected youth. Phoenix Institute is
looking for stable and supportive families, single parents, married
couples, families of color, empty nesters, people who rent or own.

To become a foster parent, you don’t need a lot of money, a fancy
house, or extensive parenting experience. What you do need is a com-
mitment to learning and working as part of a team, a sense of humor,
flexibility, and patience. And you need to want to provide a stable and
supportive home to a child. Phoenix Institute has a staff with a rich
history of working in foster care. Free training - 24 hour staff support

-reimbursement provided.
2200 LAKE AVENUE - SUITE 260

FORT WAYNE 46805 - (260) 424-0411

WWW.PHOENIXFOSTERCARE.COM

Are you searching for a life that matters?

Come and See

A DAY AT VICTORY NOLL
April 19,2008 ¢ 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Victory Noll * 1900 West Park Drive * Huntington, Indiana
The Victory Noll Sisters invite women who ave
seriously thinking about veligious life to spend a day

learning about the life of a Victory Noll Missionary Sister:
The day will offer opportunities for:
eLearning skills for life choice discernment *Personal sharing

*Small group conversations < Solitude and Prayer
For reservations or for more information, contact Sister Lucille Martinez, OLVM
(260) 356-0628 - email: lucille@olvm.org  website: www.olvm.org

Please reserve by Monday, April 14, 2008

The ‘Forgoﬂen Sacraments”
June 16 - 18, 2008

on the campus of the University of Notre Dame

= Keynote Address
Sr. Joyce Ann Zimmerman, C.PP.S., Ph.D.

= Plenary Sessions
Msgr. John Kasza, S.T.D.
Rev. Mr. James Keating, Ph.D.
Julie Hanlon Rubio, Ph.D.
Fr. Robert Barron, S.T.D.

= Breakout Sessions
Kathy Hasty, M.A. e Fr. Rick Hilgartner, S.T.L.
Vicki Klima, M.A. ¢ Graziano Marcheschi, M.A., D.Min.
Catherine Maresca, M.A. e Mary Martin
H. Richard McCord, Ph.D. ¢ Fr. William Schooler, M.A., M.Div.
Catherine Sims, M.A., M.Div. ¢ Fr. Paul Turner, S.T.D.

s

Notre Dame Center for Liturgy
1224 Hesburgh Library ¢ Notre Dame IN 46556
574.631.5435 * 574.631.8553 (fax)

e-mail: ndcl@nd.edu ¢ web: liturgy.nd.edu







