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TODAY’S CATHOLIC Bishops encourage conscience
formation in faithful citizenship

Five days in Baltimore
The first diocese in this country was

Baltimore under the extraordinary Bishop
John Carroll. Later, in 1808, four dioceses
were taken from this original diocese; namely
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and
Bardstown (now Louisville). Later came the
Diocese of Portland in Oregon as the church
began to construct its life in this country. 

But the bishops were in this historic city
for a responsibility. To be honest, I have
always found our meetings tiring. We start at
9 a.m. each morning and finish at 5 p.m. with
a break from 12:30 to 2:00 after reciting the
Angelus. We offer morning and midday
prayer together and the Eucharist as well. In
Washington, we would go once to the Basilica
of the Immaculate Conception for a beautiful
Mass. All our liturgical prayers this year were
held in the hotel. 

Two documents were most significant. The
first related to a presentation we make every
four years. Referred to as Faithful
Citizenship, this year the letter took a differ-
ent turn. It is a document on the formation of
conscience and follows the church’s ethical
and moral tradition for making choices. It is
made clear that it is not the task of
Catholic bishops and priests to tell
people how to vote. As you know,
there are many other Christian
groups that do that, or come very
close to it. 

This is not the role of the
church. It is not, as sometimes said
in the press, that we avoid parti-
sanship so as not to lose our tax-
exempt status. Pope Benedict XVI,
with that clarity which is so char-
acteristic of him, has put it this
way:

“The church cannot and must not take
upon herself the political battle to bring
about the most just society possible. She
cannot and must not replace the state. Yet at the
same time she cannot and must not remain on the
sidelines in the fight for justice. She has to play her
part through rational argument and she has to
reawaken the spiritual energy without which justice,
which always demands sacrifice, cannot prevail and
prosper. A just society must be the achievement of
politics, not of the church. Yet the promotion of
justice through efforts to bring about openness of
mind and will to the demands of the common
good is something which concerns the church
deeply.”

— “God is Love,” 28

Our letter, then, is a deciding document
about the formation of conscience on the mat-
ter of voting, which each citizen exercises
when they enter the voting booth. It is to be
hoped that the careful reading of this letter,
when combined with prayer for light, will
help our citizens to make sound decisions on
the matters that lie before our country in the
coming year.

The other important document was a cur-
riculum for the religious education of high

school students. It was not a catechism, but
rather a guideline for those who will write the
catechism. In our parishes, we have much to
do for our public high school students.

A day with our own saint
Invited by the saintly and devoted Julian

Benoit, Mother Theodore Guérin came to Fort
Wayne to establish the first Catholic school in
the area. Msgr. Benoit had just returned from
what has been called “the trail of tears,” a
journey he had taken with the Native
Americans as they were sent away from their
heritage, from the land of their fathers. Many
said they would not go if the black robe did
not come with them. When he returned, he
hastened to bring Mother Guérin and the
Sisters of Providence to Fort Wayne. Here is
what is discovered about this critical moment
in our recently published history written by
Joseph M. White, Ph.D.

“Sixty girls enrolled in the sisters’ St. Augustine
Academy including “Dark haired South German
Catholics, American Protestants, Canadian French,
bearing the names of the early French fur
traders...” Also among the students were Miami
Indian girls from the families that had held on to
their lands along the Wabash. ... “
— “Worthy of the Gospel of Christ: A History of the
Catholic Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend,” pg. 49

Thus did she arrive at what is now
Cathedral Square with three other members of
her congregation. Thus came a woman now
declared by the church to be a saint; that is,
someone now in heaven who lived a life of
heroic sanctity. Thus began the extraordinary
story of the Sisters of Providence in the city

of Fort Wayne. Unfortunately, there are only a
few here now; but at one time, they taught in
the following Fort Wayne parish schools of
St. Jude, St. Patrick, St. John, Cathedral, as
well as Central Catholic High School. 

We honored them on Sunday with a beauti-
ful Mass, and we honored the saint who was
their founder. We were especially honored by
the presence of Sister Denise Wilkinson, SP,
provincial superior, and Sister Diane Ris, SP,
two exemplary and splendid Sisters of
Providence along with many other sisters,
some of whom were natives of Fort Wayne
and others who taught here. The church gives
us saints not only to testify to their virtue, but
to help all of us. Mother Theodore Guérin had
great devotion to the holy Eucharist and to
prayer in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament; also, to the cross, for she knew
suffering in her life. A joyous person with
great energy despite problems with health, she
had great devotion to Our Lady, and in her
own lifetime, hundreds of young women
came forth to give their lives to the Catholic

education of children as Sisters of Providence.
We consider her a foundress of Catholic edu-
cation in our diocese, and it was a joy to have
the sisters with us for this celebration. 

A night in Auburn
What happened in the Immaculate

Conception Church, Auburn, was most
painful. Late on a Friday night, the church
was desecrated — the tabernacle broken open.
The sacred oils were spread in the benches in
an attempt to light a fire. Carefully observing
the proper ceremony, as laid out by the church
and put together with great reverence by our
Office of Worship under our fine new director
Brian MacMichael, we gathered solemnly in
the church. This was a ceremony of reparation
and sorrow. Interestingly, the proper docu-
ment encourages parishioners to receive the
sacrament of penance. It is not that they had
done anything wrong, but as members of the
body of Christ, we shared in the responsibility
to do penance for this sin. 

How wonderful that the church was almost
full. The people told me how painful they
found this experience and how grateful they
were to their pastor, Father Babasino
Fernandes, for his steadfastness through these
days.

Once we found through research that there
should be no celebration of the Eucharist in
the place that was violated, everything was
moved to the nearby hall until a service of
reparation and dedication would take place.
After the Mass, in accordance with the rite,
we had solemn benediction, and we all left
the church with a feeling that a purification
had taken place and a fitting penance had

been done.
Despite what happened, I urge

all pastors to keep the churches
open during the day so there can
be prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament. I was especially
pleased that Father Adam Schmidt
and Father Ray Balzer, the former
pastor, were present. Under Father
Balzer, a program of eucharistic
adoration in a nearby small chapel
was initiated and continues to this
very day with people coming even
late at night for worship and
prayer. 

Congratulations to the Saint
Joseph’s Indians and the Bishop
Luers Knights, both of whom will

play for the state championship in
Indianapolis. And, congratulations to the
Bishop Dwenger Saints who lost a heart-
breaker after an extraordinary season of 13-1,
during which they won their conference, as
well as the sectional and regional champi-
onships.

Congratulations, also, to Notre Dame on
their first home victory of the year. 

I hope you all have a blessed
Thanksgiving, and I look forward to being
with you next week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES

Late on a Friday night, 

the church was desecrated

— the tabernacle broken open. 

The sacred oils were spread 

in the benches in an attempt to light a fire.
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Jubilee Novena Prayer
On the occasion of the entrustment of the Fort Wayne-South Bend diocese to Mary, 

patroness of our diocese, our country and all of America

Novenas are prayers of
devotion that are offered
for nine days (or over

some other period of time with a
factor of nine). They had their
origin in ancient Rome as times
of prayers for the dead, essential-
ly as prayers of mourning and
commendation of the soul to the
mercy of God. In the early
Middle Ages, novenas became
ways of preparing for great litur-
gical events, especially
Christmas. Over time, novenas
began to be associated with Our
Lady, particularly in France and
Spain.

Since Jesus himself counseled
persistent prayer in his parables,
it became obvious that novenas
could be used as intercessory
prayers, asking for particular
needs. Christ says, “Ask and you
shall receive, seek and you shall
find, knock and it shall be opened
unto you” — Lk 11:9.

When Jesus ascended into
heaven, he told the Apostles to
“wait for the gift” he promised,
the Holy Spirit. The apostles did
as they were commanded. “They
all joined together constantly in
prayer, along with the women
and Mary, the mother of Jesus
and with his brothers” (Acts
1:14). Nine days pass; during
which time they waited in faith
and continued to pray. They
received the gifts of the Holy
Spirit as promised.

May we all share in their faith
as we pray this novena and men-
tion our requests with trust and
faith in God. 

— Taken from “(Mention
Your Requests Here), The
Church’s Most Powerful
Novenas” by Michael Dubruiel,
Our Sunday Visitor, 2000.

Praying the novena
Each day, pray together the

opening verse from the Te Deum.
The leader reads the short reflec-
tion and the petition for the day.

The following prayer is recited
together after the petition each
day for nine days. 

ALL (use as the Concluding Prayer):
Almighty God, we offer this
novena to honor the Blessed
Virgin Mary. She occupies a
place in the church, which is
highest after Christ and yet very

close to us, for you chose her to
give to the world the life which
renews all things, Jesus Christ.
And so we pray as Mary: “My
soul proclaims the greatness of
the Lord, my spirit rejoices in
God, my savior, for he has looked
with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will
call me blessed: the Almighty has
done great things for me, and
holy is his name.” — Lk 1: 46-
49.

First Day,Thursday, Nov. 29, 2007:

Verse from the Te Deum:
ALL: You are God: we praise

you; You are the Lord: we
acclaim you; You are the eternal
Father: all creation worships you.

Leader: “I will put enmity
between you and the woman and
between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head, and you
will strike his heel.” — Gen 3:15. 

Through God’s loving fore-
sight, Mary was placed, so to
speak, on a path different from
that on which all of humanity,
born with original sin, entered the
world. The light of the cross illu-
minated Mary’s life. Thus, she is
worthy to be blessed among
women. 

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for all believers who
seek the truth with faith, hope
and love.

(Concluding prayer)

Second Day, Friday, Nov. 30, 2007:

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: To you all angels, all the

powers of heaven, Cherubim and
Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of
Power and Might, Heaven and
earth are full of your glory.

Leader: “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God.” — Lk 1:35.

Grace in a soul is like a root
from which a plant develops its
branches, flowers and fruits.
Virtues grow in proportion to
grace. We can understand why
Mary reached the highest degree
of virtue and holiness: she was
full of grace!

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for the descendants of

our father Abraham and
Christians everywhere that one
day we may all share in one ban-
quet for all peoples.

(Concluding Prayer)

Third Day, Saturday, Dec. 1, 2007:

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: The glorious company of

apostles praise you. The noble
fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs
praise you.

Leader: “She gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in
the manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.” — Lk
2:7.

Mary gives Jesus to all the
world, represented by the Magi
who came to the crib in
Bethlehem. She offers him to us:
the Way, the Truth and the Life.

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for all the families in
our diocese as they live the
paschal mystery of life-death-
and-resurrection in faith.

(Concluding Prayer)

Fourth Day, Sunday, Dec. 2, 2007:

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: You, Christ, are the King

of Glory, the eternal son of the
Father.

Leader: “His mother treasured
all these things in her heart.” —
Lk 2:51.

The presentation of the Lord
encourages us to live as Mary in
holiness, detached from worldly
things, striving for purity in our
minds and hearts. Once we know
our vocation, we must follow it
and live it faithfully until we are
called to heaven.

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for those discerning
their vocation in life that they
may follow where God calls them
to be.

(Concluding Prayer)

Fifth Day, Monday, Dec. 3, 2007

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: Throughout the world the

holy church acclaims you: Father
of majesty unbounded, your true
and only Son, worthy of all wor-
ship, and the Holy Spirit, advo-
cate and guide.

Leader: “This child is destined
for the falling and the rising of

many in Israel, and to be a sign
that will be opposed … and a
sword will pierce your own soul,
too.” — Lk 2:34-35.

Jesus Christ saw Mary at the
foot of his cross, sharing in his
passion. In suffering a person can
attain great nobility of character;
indeed, the sufferer can become a
real witness for Christ.

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for all those broken in
mind, body or spirit that they
may be comforted and healed.

(Concluding Prayer) 

Sixth Day,Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2007

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: You overcame the sting of

death and opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers.

Leader: “Standing near the
cross of Jesus were his mother,
and his mother’s sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene.” — Jn 19:25.

Mary, Mother of God and our
mother, shared Christ’s mission
and passion with him. She set an
example of unselfish love, trust-
ing in God in all things, even as
she watched her son die on the
cross.

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for Pope Benedict XVI,
Bishop John D’Arcy and all the
bishops and priests with them.

(Concluding Prayer) 

Seventh Day,Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2007:

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: When you became man to

set us free, you did not spurn the
virgin’s womb.

Leader: “When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing beside her, he said
to his mother, ‘Woman, here is
your son.’ Then he said to the
disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’”
— Jn 19:26-27.

When things looked the dark-
est for the disciples and those
who loved Jesus, he offered hope
to humanity through his mother
with these words: “Here is your
mother.” (Jn 19:26) She became
the mother of us all, interceding
for us through Christ, her son.

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for mothers and fathers,
teachers and preachers, men and
women religious, and all who
spread the good news of salvation

in our diocese.
(Concluding Prayer) 

Eighth Day,Thursday, Dec. 6, 2007:

Verse from Te Deum: 
ALL: Come then, Lord, and help

your people, bought with the
price of your own blood, and
bring us with your saints to glory
everlasting.

Leader: “All these were con-
stantly devoting themselves to
prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.” — Acts 1:14.

Mary lived a life of prayer
from her first “yes” to the
archangel’s request. We would do
well to consider and follow her as
our model. “I say ‘yes,’ my Lord,
to every word you say.”

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for the needs of our dio-
cese as we strive for justice,
peace and reconciliation within
ourselves, in our families and
communities, and in our world.

(Concluding Prayer) 

Ninth Day, Friday, Dec. 7, 2007:

Verse from Te Deum:
ALL: You are seated at God’s

right hand in glory. We believe
that you will come, and be our
judge.

Leader: “Mary Immaculate, the
ever-virgin Mother of God, hav-
ing finished the course of her
earthly life, was assumed body
and soul into heavenly glory.” —
Pius XII, November 1950.

After the death of her son,
Mary accompanied the apostles
with her prayers and good exam-
ple. She was with them during
the first years of evangelization,
as she had been with Jesus in his
mission. She lived her life in
faithfulness, and she gloriously
entered heaven to spend eternity
with Jesus, her son.

O Mary, conceived without
sin, pray for the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend as we joyful-
ly celebrate the Sesquicentennial
Jubilee Year that we may spread
Christ’s message throughout
northern Indiana in all we do and
say.

(Concluding Prayer)

Conception by Pope Pius IX, on
Dec. 8, 1854, states:

“We declare, pronounce and
define that the doctrine which
asserts that the Blessed Virgin
Mary, from the first moment of
her conception, by a singular
grace and privilege of almighty
God, and in view of the merits of
Jesus Christ, savior of the human
race, was preserved free from
every stain of original sin is a
doctrine revealed by God and, for
this reason, must be firmly and
constantly believed by all the
faithful” (DS 2803).

Our nation’s relationship with
Mary actually began prior to the
Vatican’s solemn definition. In
May 1846, the bishops of the
Sixth Provincial Council of
Baltimore asked the Holy See to
proclaim Mary,
under her title
of Immaculate
Conception, to
be the principal
patroness of the
Catholic Church
in the United
States. This
spiritual bond
between Mary
and our nation
was formalized
in 1847 when
Pope Pius IX entrusted America
to her protection.

When the Diocese of Fort

Wayne was established in 1857
by Pope Pius IX, it, too, was ded-
icated providentially to Mary
under the title of her Immaculate
Conception.

Beginning one year later in

1858, Mary appeared 18 times
near Lourdes, France, to 14-year-
old Bernadette Soubirous. When

asked by Bernadette, Our Lady
identified herself as: “I am the
Immaculate Conception.”

In 1884, the Third Plenary
Council of Baltimore determined
the feast was to be a holy day in

all the dioceses
of the United
States. This
action was con-
firmed by Rome
in 1885.

When com-
pleted, the
Cathedral of the
Immaculate
Conception in
downtown Fort
Wayne was ded-
icated to the

greater honor and glory of God
on Dec. 8, 1860, the feast of the
Immaculate Conception. In

Mary’s honor, it was named with
this title. 

The 36-foot east window in
the apse of the cathedral is graced
with one of the most beautiful
stained-glass images of Mary to
be found anywhere. It contains a
representation of the Immaculate
Virgin in a luminous cloud of
glory, surrounded by angels and
encircled by many Christian sym-
bols. This image of Mary, as well
as the other 12 elegant and price-
less 28-foot stained-glass win-
dows, all depict scenes in the life
of Mary, the Mother of God. At
the time of their installation in
1896-1897 by the artists of the
Royal Bavarian Art Institute for
Stained Glass in Munich,
Germany, they were described as
“the finest of their kind in the
western hemisphere.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MARY

This spiritual bond between Mary and our nation 

was formalized in 1847 when Pope Pius IX 

entrusted America to her protection.
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Pentecostal preacher finds fullness of truth in Catholic Church
Leads 54 others from his congregation to Catholicism

It is Easter Vigil. The small
parish in Detroit has gone sev-
eral years without any new

members entering the faith. But
this night they are expecting new
members — 54 new members. 

That is amazing for any parish,
especially a small parish that
seems to be shrinking rather than
growing each year. But these 54
members were all African
Americans and they came from the
same church, Marantha Christian
Church, an independent
Pentecostal Church. They were led
to the Catholic Church by their
pastor Alex Jones.

As he was drawn to
Catholicism, he lost many of his
friends and colleagues. A rift
developed with some of his family.
He had to sell the church and
watch some of his beloved flock
walk away. He had to give up
being a pastor, his livelihood and
his purpose for much of his life.
He was 60 years old when God
asked him to take a journey to a
different place, much like
Abraham. He answered the call.
Why?

Because on Easter Vigil, April
14, 2001, he held his God in his
hands and experienced the closest
communion possible. Because in
the Catholic Church, he found the
fullness of truth.

Today, he is Deacon Alex
Jones. He ministers to two parishes
in the Archdiocese of Detroit and
his story of conversion inspires
many throughout the country as he
travels to give his testimony. On
Friday, Nov. 16, he spoke at
Benoit Academy and Bishop Luers
High School during the day. That

evening he talked about his jour-
ney to the church at Sacred Heart
Church. On Saturday afternoon, he
talked to people at St. Henry
Parish about the importance of
evangelization.

While Jones has wholehearted-
ly embraced the Catholic faith, he
continues to hold dear the faith tra-
ditions of his childhood and most
of his adult years. 

“I don’t really understand why
so many converts to Catholicism
bash the faith that birthed them to
Christ,” he said.

With the Catholic Church his
faith is whole but in the
Pentecostal Church, he learned
about Jesus. At age 16, “the Spirit
was poured into my heart. ... I
learned to pray as a Pentecostal. ...
I learned the word of God that was
the heart of our faith ... we
devoured it. ... Once I had touched

the infinite God, or rather he had
touched me, I wanted to know
more about God.”

As Jones grew older, he
became more evangelical. He
loved the closeness with Christ,
but he could not keep this love to
himself. 

“I knew I had been so touched
by God, and I wanted to tell some-
one,” he said. “We wanted to be a
spark of hope to those in our com-
munity who had no hope. ... I had
this tremendous desire to share
God.”

Studying the word of God was
another strength of the
Evangelicals that drew Jones.
When he started a church, the
Marantha Christian Church, he
brought the strengths of the two
traditions, Pentecostal and
Evangelical, with him as a pastor.
He loved to teach about the word

of God and it was his Wednesday
night Bible study that drew him
unwittingly into the Catholic
Church. He asked his congregation
if they would like to “experience
church” as Christians did in the
first and second century. He turned
to the witnesses of those days, the
Fathers of the Church. The more
he read, the more he desired to
learn.

“I was not looking for the truth.
I believed I already knew the truth
with my whole heart,” Jones said.

Still he could not shake the
realization that St. Ignatius of
Antioch saw in that bread and
wine not a symbol but the flesh
and blood of Jesus Christ. 

“I discovered that the church
was not only charismatic, but also
liturgical ... (with) eucharistic wor-
ship,” Jones said. “The Eucharist,
Jesus himself, has always been the
center of Christian worship.”

But Jones was not ready to
become Catholic. He had just dis-
covered worship in the apostolic
tradition (not Catholic).

He found the model for the
worship service by reading the
works of Justin Martyr, and so he
designed a new service for his
church, just like that of the early
Christians. 

Afterwards, the deacons came
to him asking if he was going to
become Catholic. He assured them
that he was apostolic, not Catholic. 

But having discovered the wor-
ship of the earliest witnesses of
Christ, he could not return to the
model he had grown up in. He
continued adding elements that
looked more and more Catholic.

It was two of Christ’s promises
that led Jones to reconsider his
position — when Jesus promised
Peter that the gates of hell would
not prevail against his church and
when he assured his disciples he
would not leave them orphans, but
the Holy Spirit would guide them
into all truth. Jones had grown up
believing that the true Christian
church disappeared between
Constantine and the Reformation,
but how could this be if Christ’s
promises were true?

He called a meeting with his
church and told them his plans to
become Catholic and asked that

they join him. For the next six
months he taught about Mary, pur-
gatory, intercession of saints, apos-
tolic succession and all the other
Catholic doctrines that become
stumbling blocks for the Christians
of other traditions. Many of his
church left, but 54 joined him on
the journey to become Catholic,
including his wife, sons and
daughters-in-law. 

It has not been an easy transi-
tion. Jones said, “We were not
welcomed into the church. People
left the parish, would not shake
hands.” 

Many of the parishioners were
afraid of the changes that might
take place. They worried that the
converts would try to convert them
with their Pentecostal traditions.
However, as the years have passed,
many of the former members of
the Marantha Church have found a
home in their new parish and their
new faith. 

On Oct. 1, 2005, Jones was
ordained as a permanent deacon
and serves St. Suzanne and Our
Lady Gate of Heaven parishes in
Detroit. He has been on EWTN,
given talks at countless parishes
and has a book with his and his
wife’s conversion stories titled
“No Price Too High.” 

Deacon Jones said for African
Americans, or any culture, to feel
welcomed, they need to see their
face on the liturgy. They need to
see saints around the church from
their ethnic background, hear
music that touches their heart and
really feel a part of the liturgy. He
suggests that anytime a parish is
trying to evangelize to the commu-
nity around it, the leaders need to
take the time to figure out what
appeals to the people.

Jones believes that many
African Americans would love to
become part of the Catholic
Church, that they would embrace
traditions such as praying the
rosary and other devotions.
However, “You’ve got to talk to
African Americans,” Jones said.

Catholics need to remember:
“We exist to evangelize. ... We
exist as the church of Jesus Christ
to evangelize. ... We exist to build
the kingdom of God.”

B Y  J E N N I F E R  M U R R A Y

JENNIFER MURRAY

Deacon Alex Jones, who was a Pentecostal preacher in Detroit, spoke
about his conversion to Catholicism at a talks at Sacred Heart and St.
Henry parishes in Fort Wayne Nov. 16-17.
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All Saints
Religious Goods

3506 South Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne 
260-456-9173

(across from South Side High School) 
featuring

Advent Wreaths & Candles 
•Crucifixes • Bibles • Statues 

•Medals and Rosaries

FORT WAYNE — Parents, grand-
parents and others interested in
practical ideas on child discipline
will fill the sanctuary of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church on
Dec. 2-3 when Dr. Ray Guarendi
will speak on the joys and chal-
lenges of parenting in today’s
world. 

Guarendi is a clinical psycholo-
gist, author, public speaker and
radio host and has an extensive
background and experience. He is
a regular on Redeemer Radio —
Catholic Radio 1450 AM, with
“The Doctor Is In.” He and his
wife, Randi, are raising 10 adopted
children ranging in age from eight
to 20 and are members of Little
Flower Parish in Canton, Ohio. 

This will be a return visit to the
parish after receiving rave reviews
from his talk on parenting last
February. Guarendi, who has
authored books that include
“Discipline That Lasts a
Lifetime,” “You’re a Better Parent
Than You Think!” and “Back to
the Family,” has recently released
his latest book titled, “Good
Discipline, Great Teens,” written
in an easy reading question-
answer format. 

His December talk will focus
on taking charge of pre-teens and
standing strong with teens. “I’ll
talk of confidence and authority,”
says Guarendi, adding that writing
a book on parenting teens was
strictly coincidental to raising his

children into teen age and beyond.
The two-part series promises to be
informative and uplifting with the
doctor’s winning humor.

Jim Kitchens, business manag-
er of St. Elizabeth Church, says
Guarendi focuses on keeping the
Catholic faith in family issues and
parenting, and the parish commu-
nity, comprised largely of young
families, seeks this kind of infor-
mation. 

“Dr. Ray has been here before
and was well received,” Kitchens
says. “The parish council looked
at what the people of the parish
were needing and wanted to offer
more on parenting.”

Dr. Guarendi, who was raised
Catholic but left the church for 10
years, has returned with a fervor.
He says, “I realized there is one
question that matters in life, ‘Is
there a God and what does he
wish?’” 

And though trained secularly in
counseling, he admits that his
world views enter into his work.
Concerning his personal view, he
says, “You’ve got to answer that
question to raise kids. Raising kids
with morals and character is hard-
er. If I can work with people who
have a faith context, I feel I can do
much more good.” 

He adds that without a moral
context it is much more difficult to
understand why a child is being
raised in a certain way. A higher
percentage of people seeking
counseling want to work within
their faith perspective, he says,
which reflects that they are feeling

“culturally besieged.” 
Speaking on families and teens

at St. Elizabeth will offer the audi-
ence a new awareness of the toxic-
ity of today’s culture, says
Guarendi. “The lack of God and
morals, materialism ... and the
media are toxic. As a result we
now think differently as a culture.” 

Utilizing the goals he laid out
for his new book on teens,
Guarnedi hopes to show that teens
are not automatically broody, but
culturally are expected to behave
abrasively. He says, “100 years
ago teens were not like that,”
adding that western materialism
has changed the culture.
Additionally, Guarendi offers that
most parents are not strong
enough with teens today. He hopes
to assist the parents in raising the
standards for their teens and mak-
ing them stronger. 

On returning to St. Elizabeth
the doctor says, “I was totally
impressed with the number of peo-
ple who came out (last February).
It is a reflection of the people ...
they are an active bunch!” His
talk, he says, will be interwoven
with faith and he offers, with his
signature humor, “They won’t be
bored!”

Dr. Ray Guarendi will speak
from 6:30-8 p.m. on Dec. 2-3 in
the church sanctuary.  A reception
will follow in the parish hall. To
register for childcare call St.
Elizabeth office at (260) 432-
0268.  Registration deadline is
Nov. 28.

ADVENT...A Time To Prepare
WREATHS • CALENDARS • CANDLES

Fontanini Nativity Sets
A beautiful selection of Christmas items

Divine Mercy Gifts

320 DIXIE WAY NORTH
South Bend

1/2 mile north of Notre Dame
on State Road 933

(574) 277-1400
Oplatek is in!

others a model of virtue and a
source of inspiration and hope.
Hers is a story of strength and
prayer; challenge and humility;
sorrow and peace, many said.

Bishop D’Arcy reminded his
listeners that Fort Wayne has a
strong connection to the newly
canonized saint as well.

In 1846 Father Julian Benoit
called the Sisters of Providence to
this city, he said, which prompted
St. Mother Theodore to pen these
words to the bishop of Le Mans,
France, “We shall take a new mis-
sion, Fort Wayne, in the northern
part of the state. They intend to

give us a brick house with a small
meadow.”

The sisters were needed to teach
at St. Augustine’s Academy, the
“brick house” which stood on the
grounds of the cathedral square.
When it opened in September that
year, 60 day students and 15 board-
ers were enrolled.

And that was only the begin-
ning, as Sisters of Providence con-
tinued to staff several Catholic
schools in the city through suc-
ceeding decades. For that reason,
said Bishop D’Arcy, St. Mother
Theodore Guérin is recognized as
the patroness of Catholic schools
in Fort Wayne.

Indeed, provincial superior
Sister Denise Wilkinson also
acknowledged in her remarks that
the Sisters of Providence and Fort
Wayne have a “deep and lasting

friendship” forged over the years.
Bishop D’Arcy said in conclu-

sion that a saint is given to us that
we may take something from her
life for our own pursuit of holi-
ness. We find an “extraordinary
sense of God’s providence” in the
life of St. Mother Theodore
Guérin, he pointed out, and the
way to honor her is to live better
lives in imitation of her. 

“She had a sense of mission, of
bringing Jesus Christ to others,” he
continued, and we remain a mis-
sionary diocese bringing the faith
to others in her memory.

St. Mother Theodore herself
pointed out the path to sainthood.
“What is necessary to become a
saint?” she asked. “Nothing
extraordinary, only what you do
every day in the service of God,”
she answered.

Dr. Ray Guarendi returns to speak on teens
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Rite of Reparation
restores peace to
Immaculate Conception 

AUBURN — Following the recent
arson fire that left much of the
church filled with smoke and
ashes, the Immaculate Conception
church community joined their
pastor, Father Babasino Fernandes
and Bishop John M. D’Arcy in the
celebration of the Rite of
Reparation held Friday, Nov. 16.
The rite was a special liturgy used
to complete the church’s transition
back to divine worship.

Intruders that set the Nov. 3
fire, which caused damage to
church carpet and cloth also ran-
sacked the tabernacle and poured
the sacred oils over many of the
pews. Religious education class-
rooms were also broken into
where petty cash was stolen. 

Due to this serious event,
Masses at Immaculate Conception
had been held in the parish hall
until the rite was celebrated. And
according to Father Fernandes, the
parishioners have become united
due to the close proximity of the
limited parish hall space. 

“The best part of this is that the
people have felt closer together
because they rubbed shoulders in
the parish hall during the recent
Masses,” said Father Fernandes.
“The hall was overflowing with
people. And after Mass they stayed
in the hall to chat.”

Although the break-in at
Immaculate Conception Church in
Auburn occurred during the night
when the church was locked,
Bishop John M. D’Arcy told
Today’s Catholic, “We want to
keep the churches open during the
day.” 

He said, “There was a period of
time after Vatican II when the
churches were closed. Some
parishes are able to keep open a
chapel ... where people can pray in
the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament.” 

But he added, “The tradition of
praying in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament is a great
Catholic tradition — adoration and
prayer. So we want to do that if we
can.” 

If a chapel was not available,
the bishop encouraged churches to
be unlocked during the day, but
secured at night. He said insurance
risk managers would be available

to audit some parishes for tighten-
ing security and making them less
accessible for break-ins. 

Father Fernandes added that the
Immaculate Conception finance
committee is meeting to discern
the future of the church’s security.

The Ceremonial of Bishops, a
guide book of special rites and cer-
emonial Masses, reports, “A
church is desecrated by actions
that are gravely injurious in them-
selves and a cause of scandal to
the faithful.” 

Father Fernandes added that the
ceremony called for prayer for
their negligence and for those who
committed the crime. “We pray
that God will change their hearts
and for forgiveness for them,” he
said.

The service began in the parish
hall as a procession moved into
the sanctuary while voices were
raised in the Litany of Saints.
Once inside the church, stripped
bare to symbolize the theme of
penitence, the bishop blessed the
sanctuary and altar with solemn
words and holy water. Altar cloths,
candles and floral decorations
were arranged as the church began
to return to its original state of
grace. Following the Liturgy of the
Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist,
exposition and a special benedic-
tion by the bishop closed the rite.
New sacred oils were presented to
the church as well.

According to Brian
MacMichael, director of the Office
of Worship, the rite was public
recognition of the violation of the
sacred and a communal restoration
of divine worship. He added that
the church community is asked to
pray for those who committed this
serious act. 

MacMichael cautions that the
Rite of Reparation is not a punish-
ment focused toward the church
community but rather a blessing to
restore the church to its normal
state. 

“It was a returning back to nor-
mal. To have the bishop there is a
strong show of the communal
nature of the diocesan church,” he
said, adding, “It sets the parish
back at peace.”

B Y  K A Y  C O Z A D

Tim Johnson contributed to this
story.



Veteran Vatican 
diplomat named to
head U.S. military
archdiocese
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI has named
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, a
Cleveland native who is apostolic
nuncio to the Dominican Republic
and delegate to Puerto Rico, to
head the U.S. Archdiocese for the
Military Services. The appoint-
ment was announced in
Washington Nov. 19 by
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apos-
tolic nuncio to the United States.
Archbishop Broglio, 55, succeeds
Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien,
who was installed as head of the
Baltimore Archdiocese Oct. 1. “I
am indeed privileged to take the
reins from Archbishop O’Brien,”
said Archbishop Broglio at a Nov.
19 news conference at the military
archdiocese’s headquarters in
Washington. The new military
archbishop, who has never been in
the armed forces, said he has
encountered members of the mili-
tary in countries where he served
in the diplomatic corps. He said
his primary goal as military arch-
bishop will be to find more chap-
lains. Currently there are about
300 Catholic military chaplains
serving U.S. troops.

Pope to Kenyan 
bishops: Welcome
repentant women who
had an abortion
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Abortion can never be justified,
but women who repent after hav-
ing an abortion should be wel-
comed back into the Catholic
Church, Pope Benedict XVI told
the bishops of Kenya. Meeting the
bishops Nov. 19 at the end of their
“ad limina” visits to report on the
status of their dioceses, the pope
decried “campaigns by agencies
promoting abortion” to change
Kenyan law, which allows abor-
tion only when the life of the
mother is in danger. “This direct
destruction of an innocent human
life can never be justified, howev-
er difficult the circumstances that
may lead some to consider taking
such a grave step,” the pope said.
He told the bishops that they must
remind their people that the right
to life is absolute and applies to
each human being without excep-
tion. “The Catholic community
must offer support to those
women who may find it difficult
to accept a child, above all when
they are isolated from their family
and friends,” the pope told the
bishops.

Retired Bishop
Niedergeses of
Nashville dies 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (CNS) —
Retired Bishop James D.
Niedergeses, the ninth bishop of
Nashville who also was a pastor
and teacher, a prison and hospital
chaplain, and friend and mentor to
many, died Nov. 16 at St. Thomas
Hospital in Nashville. He was 90.
Bishop Niedergeses suffered from
various illnesses in recent years
and had been hospitalized several
times. He was admitted to St.

Thomas Nov. 14 for treatment of a
blood clot in his leg when his con-
dition worsened and he began
bleeding internally. A funeral
Mass was to be celebrated Nov. 20
at Nashville’s Cathedral of the
Incarnation, with Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky.,
as the main celebrant, followed by
interment at Calvary Cemetery in
Lawrenceburg. “We give thanks
for Bishop Niedergeses’ many
years of faithful, dedicated service
to God’s people in the Diocese of
Nashville,” said Bishop David R.
Choby, current head of the dio-
cese. “In his kindness, faithful-
ness, dedication and energetic
service, he was an inspiration to
me personally as well as the other
priests of the diocese.”

Pope, at audience,
encourages Christians
to read Bible
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To
know God and to know how to
live their lives, Christians must
read the Bible, Pope Benedict
XVI said. “Drawing close to the
biblical texts, especially the New
Testament, is essential for believ-
ers because ‘ignorance of the
Scriptures is ignorance of
Christ,’” the pope said, quoting St.
Jerome. At his Nov. 14 weekly
general audience, the pope contin-
ued a talk begun the week before
about the importance of the teach-
ing of St. Jerome, the fourth-cen-
tury doctor of the church. Reading
the Bible teaches believers the
way they are to live their lives, the

pope said, but the Scriptures must
be read in a spirit of prayer and
must be understood the way the
church understands them. “For
Jerome, a fundamental criterion
for the interpretation of Scriptures
was harmony with the magisteri-
um of the church,” he said. Pope
Benedict said the books of the
Bible “were written by the people
of God, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit,” so “only in har-
mony with the faith of this people
can we understand the sacred
Scripture.”

Youths at national 
conference in Ohio
keep their faith alive
COLUMBUS, Ohio (CNS) —
During the National Catholic Youth
Conference in Columbus Nov. 8-
10, about 20,000 youths had the
chance to sing, pray, ask questions
about their faith, meet new people
and even play dodge ball. Bishop
Matthew H. Clark of Rochester,
N.Y., told participants during the
closing ceremony that he hoped the
experience was a “profoundly con-
firming time for you and an expres-
sion of the deep love of the church
for you.” He added, “And I hope
that when you return, you share
your experience and tell how your
being together in these wonderful
days in Columbus has spoken to
your heart. The folks back home are
very anxious to hear what you have
learned and shared about Christ.”
Bishop Clark served as celebrant
for the closing ceremony in place of
Columbus Bishop Frederick F.

Campbell who was recovering
from foot surgery. The Washington-
based National Federation for
Catholic Youth Ministry was the
conference’s sponsor, and the
Columbus Diocese was the confer-
ence host. The Rochester bishop
also addressed the sadness that
overshadowed the conference
because of the death of conference
participant Veronica Gantt, 16, of
Las Vegas, who was killed by a hit-
and-run driver in Columbus Nov. 8.

Catholic Charities USA
officials urge 
government to do
more for poor
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Just
last year, Catholic Charities agen-
cies across the country provided
services for one out of every 10
people living in poverty. Although
the agencies are proud of the work
they do, they would like to see
that number of people in need
decrease. But that is not going to
happen, according to Catholic
Charities officials, until the feder-
al government steps up its efforts
to help the country’s poor. “The
federal government must do its
part” because “we can’t continue
to provide at this level,” said
Father Larry Snyder, president of
Catholic Charities USA during a
Nov. 15 press conference in
Washington where a report titled
“Poverty in America: Beyond the
Numbers” was released. What the
report shows about services pro-
vided to the poor is “impressive,

but alarming,” said Father Snyder.
He described the current state of
poverty in the United States as
both “unacceptable” and a “moral
crisis.” The report, based on a
2006 survey of local agencies,
provides a state-by-state look at
the types of services local
Catholic Charities agencies pro-
vide.

Knights’ donation of
2,000 wheelchairs to
veterans totals $1 
million
WASHINGTON (CNS) — In cer-
emonies Nov. 9-10 in Washington,
Chicago, Los Angeles and
Bonham, Texas, which is near
Dallas, the Knights of Columbus
distributed 2,000 wheelchairs to
military veterans. “As our nation
pauses to honor these men and
women on Veterans Day, we are
honored to be able to reach out to
help veterans in need,” Supreme
Knight Carl A. Anderson said.
Veterans Day was Nov. 11. “This
wheelchair distribution continues
our long-standing tradition of
service to our service men and
women, both those who are on
active duty and those who are
retired,” he said in a statement in
Washington. The Knights of
Columbus partnered with the
Wheelchair Foundation to distrib-
ute the wheelchairs. Five hundred
were distributed in each of four
cities in ceremonies that drew
hundreds of people. A press
release from the Knights said the
Chicago ceremony began with
Boy Scouts wheeling veterans
into the auditorium of the Edward
Hines Jr. Veterans Affairs Hospital
in new “Ferrari red” wheelchairs,
escorted by an honor guard of 76
fourth-degree Knights.

Cardinal-designate
from Texas credits
region’s growth for
elevation
BALTIMORE (CNS) — The first
cardinal from Texas and the first
one named from the South or
Southwest since 1991 is con-
vinced that his inclusion on the list
was far more about the archdio-
cese he heads, Galveston-
Houston, than about himself.
Cardinal-designate Daniel N.
DiNardo, 58, said until two days
before the announcement was
made Oct. 17 he never imagined
he would join the select group of
men who choose popes and advise
the Vatican. “I’m sure the reason
behind it is the intense growth of
the Catholic population in the
Southern and Southwestern
United States, especially in
Texas,” he told Catholic News
Service Nov. 14 during a break in
the annual fall meeting of the U.S.
bishops in Baltimore. The last car-
dinal named from the southern
half of the country was Cardinal
Roger M. Mahony of Los Angeles
in 1991. He has been the only U.S.
cardinal serving in an archdiocese
west of the Mississippi or south of
Washington, D.C. That will
change with the Nov. 24 consisto-
ry at the Vatican when his Texas
colleague and 22 others will be
elevated as cardinals.
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Father Reju Kannampuzha of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church delivers a homily at a

Nov. 4 Mass inside the hall of a Hindu temple in New Delhi. The colorful portrait of

Hindu deities in the hall is covered with a white curtain during the Mass. A church rep-

resentative said celebrating Mass there was necessary because the Eastern-rite Catholics

were denied access to liturgies in a Latin-rite Catholic church.

PRIEST CELEBRATES MASS IN HALL OF HINDU TEMPLE
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Our Lady of
Good Hope to
host Catholic-
Lutheran Advent
Vespers Service
FORT WAYNE — The Lutheran-
Catholic Dialogue Committee is
sponsoring the sixth annual
Catholic-Lutheran Advent Vesper
Service of Light on the first
Sunday of Advent, Dec. 2, at Our
Lady of Good Hope Catholic
Church in Fort Wayne. 

The 5 p.m. service will include
clergy of both communities in the
procession. Featured in the service
will be a combined adult choir
from area Catholic and
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America congregations. 

Refreshments and fellowship
will follow in the church hall. Our
Lady of Good Hope is located at
7215 St. Joe Rd.

Father Scully honored as
outstanding educator 
NOTRE DAME — Holy Cross
Father Timothy R. Scully, profes-
sor of political science and direc-
tor of the Institute for Educational
Initiatives at the University of
Notre Dame, has been recognized
as an outstanding teacher with a
Crystal Apple Award from
Michigan State University’s
College of Education. He received
the award and delivered the
keynote address at a dinner recep-
tion held last month in East
Lansing, Mich.

Father Scully is one of 25 edu-
cators to receive this year’s
Crystal Apple Award, presented
annually to teachers, professors,
administrators and counselors
who represent excellence and
commitment to the teaching pro-
fession.

A fellow of Notre Dame’s
Helen Kellogg Institute for
International Studies, Father
Scully’s research and teaching
focus on comparative political
institutions, especially political
parties and democratic govern-
ability. He oversees the work of
the University’s Center for
Research on Educational
Opportunity and the Alliance for
Catholic Education (ACE), Notre
Dame’s signature program that
provides hundreds of Catholic
school teachers to under-served
communities across the country,
which he founded in 1993.

Father Scully served as Notre
Dame’s executive vice president
from 2000 to 2003, and as vice
president and senior associate
provost from 1994 to 2000. He
serves as a Fellow of the University.

Ordained a Holy Cross priest in
1981, Father Scully was graduated
from Notre Dame in 1976 and
earned master’s and doctoral
degrees in political science from the
University of California, Berkeley.
He is a member of the Trinity
Foundation Board in Dublin,
Ireland, the Woodrow Wilson
Center Board and the Inter-
American Dialogue in Washington,
D.C., as well as the New York
Council on Foreign Relations. He
serves as a trustee of the University
of Notre Dame, Australia.

Peace scholar receives
award from Swedish city
NOTRE DAME —  The Swedish
city of Uppsala has announced it
will award Notre Dame professor
Peter Wallensteen a 2007 hon-
orary medal “for his commitment
to peace and peace research,
which has generated appreciation
and respect nationally and inter-
nationally.”

Uppsala is Sweden’s fourth
largest city and leading center of
higher education in Scandinavia
and Northern Europe.
Wallensteen, the Richard G.
Starmann Sr. Research Professor
of Peace Studies at Notre Dame’s
Kroc Institute for International
Peace Studies, also is the Dag
Hammarskjold Professor at
Uppsala University.

Wallensteen is one of the
founders of Uppsala University’s
Department of Peace and Conflict
Research. He is the director of the
university’s Conflict Data
Program, a searchable database of
armed conflicts worldwide that is
widely consulted by scholars,
international policy makers, nego-
tiators and journalists.

Wallensteen is the author of
“Understanding Conflict
Resolution: Peace, War, and the
Global System,” published in
English and Arabic, as well as
many books and articles on the
causes of war, targeted economic
sanctions and reform of the United
Nations. He joined the Kroc
Institute in 2006 and spends every
fall semester at Notre Dame.

The award ceremony will take
place in the State Hall of Uppsala
Castle on Nov. 23.

Holy Cross College Social
Concerns Committee
brings Thanksgiving to
neighbors in need
NOTRE DAME — The Holy
Cross College Social Concerns
Committee has made an impact on
the college and the community as
well. One of their biggest events
of the year is the Thanksgiving
food drive. Each November this
committee holds a school-wide
food drive where students, faculty
and staff are encouraged to donate
canned goods. Other food items,
such as turkeys, are then pur-
chased and baskets are assembled.
Each basket contains everything
necessary for a traditional
Thanksgiving meal. These are
then hand delivered by volunteers
to families in need.

Claire Humphrey, president of
the Social Concerns Committee,
says this is a very important serv-
ice. 

“Last year, I delivered a
Thanksgiving food basket to a
family that had moved to South
Bend from New Orleans due to
Hurricane Katrina. The family
was so thankful, and the mother
told me that if we hadn’t helped,
they would not have had a
Thanksgiving meal. This commit-
tee has taught me the meaning of
commitment and perseverance,
but most importantly it has taught

me to be grateful for everything
God has given me.” 

The Social Concerns
Committee delivered baskets on
Monday, Nov. 19.

Bishop Dwenger world
hunger food fast
FORT WAYNE — Bishop
Dwenger students and staff will be
participating in a 24-hour food
fast sponsored by the Bishop
Dwenger Social Justice Club and
Catholic Relief Services on World
Human Rights Day, Monday, Dec.
10. The fast from food will raise
awareness about world hunger and
its causes. 

This event will enable partici-
pants to join in solidarity with the
poor and hungry all around the
world by fasting and learning more
about what can be done to help. 

As a practical application of the
fast, sponsorships from friends and
family are being sought. The
money raised will aid Catholic
Relief Services, the official interna-
tional relief and development
agency of the U.S. Catholic
Conference.

Catholic Relief Services assists
the poorest of the poor in 80 coun-
tries in Africa, Asia, Eastern Asia,
Eastern Europe, Latin America and
the Middle East. They work with the
poor and disadvantaged to foster
dignity and economic self-sufficien-
cy, and empower them to help them-
selves. To sponsor a student or join
in this fast, please contact Melissa
Wheeler at (260) 496-4700 or e-mail
mwheeler@bishopdwenger.com.

Students improve writing
skills with online help
FORT WAYNE — Students at St.
Joseph School, Hessen Cassel, are
working on improving writing
skills as one of their school wide
goals. Among stressing proper
skills in the classroom and encour-
aging student ideas through 6+1
writing techniques, St. Joseph has
adopted an online writing critique
called Criterion. 

Here students are given a
prompt and asked to write about a
specific topic. Students are graded
on grammar, usage, mechanics,
style, organization and develop-
ment. This unique program gives
students and teachers instant feed-
back. Students are able to see their
mistakes and work to improve their
essays.    

Teachers and parents have seen
students’ awareness of how they
write improve. One student who is
excelling with this program is
Georgia Gladding, an eighth grader
at St. Joseph who enjoys creating
stories that will take her readers to
distant and interesting places. She
is an avid reader of many different
types of literature.

Christ Child Society
launches Clothe a Child 
SOUTH BEND — For the 60th
consecutive year, the Christ Child
Society of South Bend launched
its Clothe a Child campaign in the
South Bend area to help provide
crib blankets, undershirts, booties
and assorted clothing.

In addition to helping provide
clothing for infants and small chil-
dren, the society will also distrib-
ute hundreds of layettes for new-
born infants.

The society receives no local,
state or federal funds, and their staff
is not paid. All money raised during
the campaign is used directly for
clothing children. — EJD

Monroeville offers history
book of parish, school
MONROEVILLE — The HASA
team of St. Joseph School is offer-
ing for sale a history book. This
book contains a dateline of the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, history of Monroeville, his-
tory of St. Rose of Lima Parish
and history of St. Joseph School in
Monroeville. The book is 265
pages and contains many pictures
of members of St. Rose Church,
teachers and Sisters of St. Francis
who teach or taught at St. Joseph
School, plus nearly all of the
eighth grade class pictures of
graduates of St. Joseph School
from 1924 to present. The book
offers a picture history of many
families who have lived in
Monroeville and attended St.
Joseph School, making it of value
and interest to more than just cur-
rent St. Rose parishioners. To
obtain a copy of the “Dateline of
Catholic Roots in Monroeville,
Indiana” history book, send a $35
check made out to St. Rose
Church and mail it to HASA
Book, 13828 Morgan Rd.,
Monroeville, IN 46773. The book
will be mailed by priority mail. To
ensure delivery by Christmas,
order before the first of December.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
VETERANS HONORED AT ST. ANTHONY SCHOOL

PROVIDED BY ST.  ANTHONY SCHOOL

Veterans gathered at St. Anthony de Padua School in South Bend for  a presentation by

the fifth- and sixth-grade students on Thursday, Nov. 8. The morning began with Mass

followed by a special salute from  members of the American Legion Post 284, which

included the explanation of a veteran, prayer, the playing of Taps and a 21-gun salute.

Afterward the veterans were treated to a reception and a variety of patriotic songs sung

by the students.
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Lessons and Carols set
for St. Bavo Dec. 2

MISHAWAKA — A favorite
Advent custom returns to St. Bavo
Parish Sunday, Dec. 2, as the
Marian Liturgical Choir joins with
readers from the Antioch Catholic
Youth Group in the annual
“Service of Lessons and Carols.”
The service begins at 7 p.m.

Though an old tradition rooted
in medieval Christian worship,
choir director Joe Higgenbotham
promises to mix the old with a lit-
tle new music this year.

“I have written a new song,
‘Come, O Come Emmanuel,’ that
will be sung by the choir and con-
gregation this year,”
Higgenbotham said. “We are also
doing some other songs that we
did not do last year.”

But the “stars” of the evening
will be the old favorites; the tradi-
tional carols proclaiming Christ’s
birth, which are centuries old.
Higgenbotham said the event will
also feature “Creator of the Stars
of Night,” in ancient plainchant.
According to the Catholic
Encyclopedia, plainchant is the
beginnings of Catholic liturgical
music. Often called “Gregorian
Chant” after St. Gregory I, this
musical form began in the early
Middle Ages, before the advent of
polyphony, and remains “the
church’s own music” to this day.

The charming Austrian Carol,
“Still, Still, Still,” will also be
included this year, as will a tune
written by Higgenbotham’s daugh-
ter Claire, “For God so Loved the
World.”

Carols, though now a regular
part of Christmas celebrations,
were once banned by Oliver

Cromwell in 17th-century
England. The Service of Lessons
and Carols was formalized by the
Anglican Church in 1918.

The music frames nine readings
from Scripture that follow the
Messianic prophecies through the
Incarnation, and the fulfillment of
God’s promise of the Messiah.
The Scripture will be proclaimed
by Antioch youth lectors.

“The kids seem to really love
doing this event,” Higgenbotham
said. “It means a lot to them.”

Higgenbotham said the event
will be special for the group in
many ways. Soloist Rachel
Holland will be graduating this
year, and will not be singing at St.
Bavo as regularly.

“She has a great deal of talent,”
he said. 

Though they have been
rehearsing hard for the event, the
group, which includes youth musi-
cians, strives to put the emphasis
on prayer.

“To keep it prayerful, we pray
before each rehearsal,”
Higgenbotham said. 

“The readings and reflections
help tremendously in showing that
it is much more a prayer service
than a concert,” Higgenbotham
added.

As Advent approaches and the
evening falls more quickly each
night, the Marian Liturgical Choir,
youth musicians and readers say
they hope to share their love for
the infant Jesus with the world.

“The kids ... really think about
what they are singing, to make it a
prayer,” Higgenbotham said.
“(They) sing it like they mean it.”

The service is free and open to
the public.

B Y  S U S A N  B A X T E R

SUSAN BAXTER

Members of the Marian Liturgical Choir, under the direction of Joe
Higgenbotham, rehearse for the annual “Service of Lessons and Carols”
scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 2, at St. Bavo. The traditional prayer service
will feature new songs, familiar carols and hymns with nine lectors from
the the Antioch Youth Group proclaiming Scripture that tells the story
of Christ’s birth. The service begins at 7 p.m. 

Bishop Dwenger High School
December 5, 2007

Doors Open at 6:30 pm - 
Show begins at 7:00 pm

TICKETS: $25 - $30 - $40

Late Night Catechism Christmas
Hosted by:BISHOP DWENGER SAINTS ALIVE

Sister’s traditional take-charge touch adds
loads of laughter and creates a holiday classic!

Call 260-496-4801 or register on-line at
www.bishopdwenger.com & go to Saints Alive
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An interview with Joseph White, historian, writer, scholar
INDIANAPOLIS — Joseph M.
White, Ph.D., was the historian,
writer commissioned to write
“Worthy of the Gospel of Christ: A
History of the Catholic Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend.” Today’s
Catholic asked White a few ques-
tions about the research and back-
ground of this historical piece for
the 150 year anniversary of the
diocese.

TC: Joe, tell us about your back-
ground as an historian, your educa-
tion and interest in church history. 

White: From childhood, the sto-
ries my parents told about our
19th-century Catholic immigrant
Irish and German ancestors fasci-
nated me. Immigrants including
my forebears in my hometown of
Indianapolis built the U.S.
Catholic Church. I naturally want-
ed to learn the “inside story” of
U.S. Catholic and immigrant histo-
ry with graduate studies at Notre
Dame under influential scholars
such as Jay P. Dolan and Philip
Gleason. Through my historical
writing, I hope to preserve the
memory of the past for a Catholic
community that operates with little
active historical memory or at best
a selective memory. 

TC: Have you done similar his-
tories such as “Worthy of the
Gospel of Christ?” If so, what
were they?

White: After receiving the Ph.D.
in history at Notre Dame, I worked
there at the Cushwa Center for the
Study of
American
Catholicism
through the
1980s. My proj-
ect was a history
of Catholic theo-
logical education
funded by the
Lilly Endowment
and resulted in
the book, “The
Diocesan
Seminary in the
United States: A
History from the
1780s to the
Present” (Notre
Dame, 1989).
Then, from my
home in
Indianapolis, I
took on writing projects such as
assisting a retired archbishop in the
East draft his memoirs. Despite a
good memory, the man lacked work
habits to think about what he want-
ed to say so this project collapsed. I
then went on to other commis-
sioned books: “Sacred Heart Parish
at Notre Dame: A Heritage and
History” (1992), “Where God’s
People Meet: A Guide to
Significant Religious Places in
Indiana” (1997), “An Urban
Pilgrimage: A History of the
Catholic Community of Holy
Cross, Indianapolis, 1896-1996”
(1997); and “A Work Never
Finished: A History of the National
Organization for Continuing
Education of Roman Catholic
Clergy” (1998). I produced a large
institutional history, “Peace and
Good in America: A History of
Holy Name Province, Order of
Friars Minor, 1850s to 2000”
(2004) — an account of a large
group of Franciscan friars. I have
also been an associate editor and
contributor to the journal, U.S.

Catholic Historian, since 1986. 
TC: In your research of the dio-

cese, how did you begin?
White: Writing about the dio-

cese’s oldest parish, Sacred Heart
at Notre Dame, had introduced me
to northern Indiana’s Catholic his-
tory. Recently published works on
Notre Dame and its founder,
Father Edward Sorin, were very
helpful. Because the early bishops
of the parent diocese (Vincennes)
and the 19th-century Fort Wayne
bishops’ papers have been largely
destroyed, I relied on their letters
to Rome — available on microfilm
for the 19th century at the
University of Notre Dame
Archives. The Fort Wayne bish-
ops’ letters to the Archbishop of
Cincinnati at the same archives
were also useful. 

TC: What sources did you rely
on with your research? 

White: The lack of 19th-century
bishops’ letters and records of
early diocesan institutions turned
me to newspaper research. I sur-
veyed every issue of Indiana
Catholic newspapers published in
Indianapolis from the 1870s to
1926. In 1926, Bishop Noll started
a diocesan newspaper so I
switched to surveying each issue
of that paper up to 2005.
Newspaper stories provide the
public announcements, dates of
events, and data on institutions that
bishops’ and chancellors’ papers in
the diocesan archives usually
lacked. It took an enormous

amount of time and was hard on
the eyes reading newspapers on
microfilm at reader-printers and
copying relevant pages. Other pub-
lished and manuscript sources
available at the diocesan and reli-
gious-order archives were used. 

TC: What was the most difficult
aspect of the research? 

White: Accepting the fact that so
many sources had been destroyed
was difficult. It saddened me that a
succession of bishops and chancel-
lors were indifferent or perhaps
even hostile to diocesan history.
Holdings at the Diocesan Archives
consist largely of materials that
crossed the bishops’ and chancel-
lors’ desks — so they offer a selec-
tive view. Through most of the
20th century, no diocesan leader
said, “There is a need to document
every aspect of diocesan history
because we cherish our history. Let
there be records management poli-
cies to bring documents to a well
managed Diocesan Archives under
the care of a professionally-trained
archivist.” Instead, records of

diocesan institutions such as the
orphan asylums, the newspaper,
the school office, Catholic
Charities, and so forth were appar-
ently lost. There was no interest in
documenting lay activities such as
mutual benefit and fraternal soci-
eties that flourished into the 20th
century or the National Councils
of Catholic Women/Men at dioce-
san, deanery and parish levels
from the 1920s. There was no
vision for collecting these data to
preserve memories. 

The Diocesan Archives
holds correspondence of
Bishop Herman Alerding
from 1908 to his death in
1924, but mostly outgoing
letters and only a few
incoming ones. 

Bishop Noll’s papers
at Notre Dame deal
mostly with his national
activities and editorial
work. He relied on his
chancellor to adminis-
ter the diocese so Noll
left few papers for the
Diocesan Archives. 

Bishop Pursley’s
papers are extensive,
but he or his secre-
tary saved his let-
ters but often dis-
carded supporting
documents accom-
panying letters. 

Bishop
William
McManus’

papers
contain some
gaps in crucial
issues but are
extensive. 

Bishop
D’Arcy has the
most compre-
hensive collec-
tion of bishops’
papers that
includes relevant
newspaper arti-
cles. Under
Bishop D’Arcy,
records manage-
ment policies
bring diocesan
records to the

Diocesan Archives recently created
from records and papers in storage
and now properly maintained in
the Archbishop Noll building. He
hired the diocese’s first profession-
al archivist, Janice Cantrell, who
knows modern archival science
and applies it. 

TC: What was the most fascinat-
ing thing you learned about the
Diocese of Fort Wayne?

White: Fascinating aspects
abound: the multiethnic urban
dimension that burgeoned from the
1890s in Lake County — now the
Gary Diocese — along with the
same in South Bend and Fort
Wayne. No other U.S. diocese has
an institution of national influence
such as the University of Notre
Dame. I was fascinated with the
contributions of major religious
communities active in the diocese,
the Congregation of Holy Cross,
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration, Ancilla Domini Sisters,
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred
Heart, Our Lady of Victory
Missionary Sisters, Sisters of

Providence, and others. I was par-
ticularly taken by the number of
hospitals that women’s religious
communities established across
northern Indiana. 

TC: Tell us something you
believe was intriguing about each
bishop you researched. 

White: The first Bishop, John
Luers, a Cincinnati pastor and pro-
tégé of that city’s Archbishop John
B. Purcell, was 37 when he came
to Fort Wayne in 1858 and took an
instant dislike to the city. But for

his new diocese of
42

northern Indiana
counties he worked hard and
coordinated the property purchases
and church construction of at least
50 new parishes. He started the
Diocesan Orphan Asylum at
Rensselaer and recruited a new
body of diocesan clergy. Because
their personal relationship had
soured, Luers did not consult his
own vicar general, Rev. Julian
Benoit, famed for financial acumen
and constructing the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception. When
Luers died suddenly at age 51 in
1871, Benoit, as diocesan adminis-
trator, found a huge debt the bishop
had contracted apparently to make
risky investments. 

Bishop Joseph Dwenger, anoth-
er Purcell protégé, was appointed
in 1872 at age 34. A large, forceful
man, Dwenger expanded the net-
work of parishes and was a
staunch advocate of parochial
schools for which he established a
Diocesan School Board. He had
new orphan asylums built, one for
boys at Lafayette and one for girls
at Fort Wayne. He recruited the
Society of the Precious Blood to
open Saint Joseph’s College at
Rensselaer as a minor seminary to
prepare young men for the priest-
hood. He recruited the Sisters of
St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration
for the diocese. On a personal
level, he was opinionated and
often abrasive so he won few
friends. After a three-year bout
with heart disease that kept him
confined to home, he died at age
53 in January 1893. 

Dwenger’s successor, Bishop
Joseph Rademacher, who had been
a priest of the diocese, was a gen-

tle, kind man. It has been said that
he had difficulty making hard deci-
sions. He actively led the diocese
for only five years and three
months before he had a serious
stroke. He died a year later in
January 1900 at age 58. 

A successful Indianapolis pas-
tor, Bishop Herman Alerding, at
age 55 began a 24-year tenure as
bishop in 1900. He was very short,
unfailingly gracious in manner —
a beloved figure. During his years,
the diocesan population more than
doubled with the arrival of new
immigrants from eastern and

southern Europe to work in
industries especially
in Lake, St. Joseph,
and Allen counties.
The number of
parishes increased
sharply. With most
U.S. bishops, he feared
workers’ attraction to
socialism that prompted
a suspicion of labor
unions and strikes. 

Bishop John F. Noll,
an influential national
leader, served as ordinary
1925-1956. In 1912 at
Huntington, he had found-
ed Our Sunday Visitor to
combat anti-Catholic publi-
cations and movements with
correct information about
Catholicism. His nationally
circulating paper instructed
Catholics about their faith and
urged them to greater participa-
tion in the church. The Visitor
and its publication of books and
pamphlets was a great success.
Noll continued to direct the
Visitor while bishop. With Visitor
funds, he helped debt-burdened
parishes during the Depression,
and he built the great Central
Catholic High School in Fort
Wayne. By his accounting, he fun-
neled $4,231,000 of Visitor funds
to diocesan causes. He displayed
great strengths as an apologist and
benefactor. Unfortunately, he
revealed a lack of prudence and
intellect by associating with Father
Charles Coughlin, the famed
“radio priest” of the 1930s who
espoused wild economic theories
and anti-Semitism. Noll also
attached the Visitor to the contro-
versial “America First” movement
before U.S. entry into World War
II. Noll arranged for a partition of
the diocese in 1944 when 24 coun-
ties were separated to form the
new Lafayette diocese. 

Noll had handpicked Father
Leo J. Pursley, an energetic pastor,
as his auxiliary bishop in 1950.
Bishop Pursley succeeded Noll as
ordinary in 1957. His appointment
coincided with another reduction
of the diocese with the separation
of four counties to form the Gary
diocese. Pursley presided over
Catholic population growth with
expansion of institutions and serv-
ices. After 1965, the Catholic pop-
ulation leveled off, and he faced
the challenges of implementing
Vatican II renewal in the diocese. 

Bishop William E. McManus,
auxiliary bishop of Chicago,
became ordinary in 1976 at age
62. He faced the challenge of
being an “outsider” from another
city. With aplomb, he struggled
with issues arising from Vatican II
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Bishop to sign books
Bishop John M. D’Arcy will be signing the dioce-

san history book, “Worthy of the Gospel of

Christ: A History of the Catholic Diocese of Fort

Wayne-South Bend,” on Saturday, Dec. 1, from

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Cathedral Bookstore in

the Archbishop Noll Catholic Center, 915 S.

Clinton St. in downtown Fort Wayne. The bishop

will sign books prepurchased or purchased the

day of the signing.




