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Mariazell lacks dazzle, but its simplicity
helps make 1t Austria’s most popular site

BY JOHN THAVIS

ROME (CNS) — The sanctuary
at Mariazell may lack the dazzle
of more famous Marian shrines,
but its simplicity has helped
make it Austria’s most popular
pilgrimage site.

“Mariazell is not a ‘spectacu-
lar’ sanctuary. There are no
apparitions or miracles that fill
the pages of newspapers,” said
Benedictine Father Karl Schauer,
superior of the sanctuary.

“There is no particular form of
religiosity here, and no particular
group has taken over this place
for itself,” he told the Vatican
newspaper L’Osservatore
Romano.

Perhaps because Mariazell is
“so normal,” as Father Schauer
put it, the place attracts about 1
million pilgrims each year. They
make their way to a mountain
valley that is off the beaten track,
far from major transportation
centers.

Among past pilgrims was
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who
last visited Mariazell in 2004, a
few months before his election as
Pope Benedict XVI. He is com-
ing back Sept. 8 to help mark the
sanctuary’s 850th anniversary.

Tradition holds that a
Benedictine monk named
Magnus was sent by his
monastery to this remote area in
1157 to minister to local
Christians. He brought with him
a small statue carved from linden
wood, depicting Mary with Jesus,
who holds an apple while sitting
on her lap.

According to legend, near the
end of his journey Magnus
prayed before the statue at a
place where a boulder blocked
his path. The boulder split and he
continued on his way.

When the monk arrived, local
residents helped him build a
monastic cell with a chapel,
where the statue of Mary was
kept. The name Mariazell refers
to “Mary’s cell.”

Over the years, as people
came to pray, the statue was cred-
ited with miracles and answered
prayers, and the church had to be
expanded several times to accom-
modate the ever-increasing
crowds.

By the 1300s, the sanctuary
was drawing pilgrims from
regions that today are part of
Austria, Hungary, France, Italy,
Croatia, Czech Republic,
Switzerland, Germany and
Poland. Our Lady of Mariazell
has been honored as Austria’s
Great Mother, the Mother of the
Slavic Peoples and the patroness
of Hungary.

In 1377, King Louis of
Hungary built a Gothic church at
the site, in thanks for an earlier
military victory over Turkish
forces.

Under the House of Habsburg,
a leading defender of the
Counter-Reformation, Mariazell
was made a national shrine in the
17th century, further stimulating
pilgrimages.

The modern Basilica of the
Shrine of Mariazell dates to the
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The Basilica of the Shrine of Mariazell in Austria dates to the mid-1600s and recently has undergone a major
restoration. The church is built over the site of the cell of a Benedictine monk who came to the remote area in
1157. Pope Benedict XVI will visit the famous Marian shrine Sept. 7-9.

mid-1600s, and has recently
undergone a major restoration. It
sits atop the site of Magnus’ orig-
inal cell, and incorporates some
parts of the 14th-century Gothic
church.

Mariazell continued as a
regional devotional center even
under European communism,
when pilgrimages from neighbor-
ing Eastern European countries
were restricted.

In 1983, Polish-born Pope
John Paul Il became the first
pope to visit Mariazell. Pope
Benedict will follow in his foot-
steps, celebrating Mass and pre-
siding over vespers with priests,
religious and seminarians.

Austrian church leaders
describe Mariazell as *“a place for
everyone,” and note that it has
hosted important ecumenical
encounters in recent years.

Father Schauer said Mariazell
also appeals to fallen-away
Catholics who come in pilgrim-
age.

“They are better able to find a
home here than elsewhere,” he
said.

(NS PHOTO/COURTESY OF PAPSTBESUCH 20

The statue of Our Lady of Mariazell is seen at the Marian shrine in
Mariazell, Austria. Tradition holds that a Benedictine monk who came
to the area in 1157 brought the small wooden statue. Pope Benedict XVI
will visit the famous Basilica of the Shrine of Mariazell Sept. 8.

Bishop John M D’Arcy’s column News and Notes will not be included
in this week’s issue. Bishop ID’Arcy was called to New Hampshire to
be with his sister, Mary Caprio, who is dying of cancer. Please keep
the Caprio and D’Arcy families in your prayers.

Editor’s note
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U.S. poverty down slightly; but those

with no healt]

BY MARK PATTISON

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
number of Americans living in
poverty went down slightly last
year, according to the Census
Bureau’s annual report, but the
number of uninsured Americans
rose a bit.

The dip in the poverty rate —
the first this decade — brought the
percentage of Americans living in
poverty from 12.6 percent in 2005
to 12.3 percent in 2006. The num-
ber of people in poverty — 36.5
million — was “not statistically
different” from 2005 levels, the
Census Bureau said in an
announcement. The child poverty
rate stayed the same, at 17.4 per-
cent, while the poverty rates for
adults and senior citizens declined.

Both the number and percent-
age of Americans without health
insurance rose from year-before
levels — from 44.8 million to 47
million, and from 15.3 percent
uninsured to 15.8 percent. The
number of uninsured children
increased from 8 million, or 10.9
percent in 2005, to 8.7 million, or
11.7 percent, last year.

“Catholic Charities USA is
extremely troubled that the number
of uninsured, including children,
continues to increase,” said Father
Larry Snyder, the organization’s
president, in a statement issued
shortly after the numbers were
released Aug. 28. “We firmly
believe that there is no excuse for
any child in our nation to go with-
out access to health care, which is
critically important to the well-
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Bishop announces
appointments

Bishop D’Arcy has announced the following appointments:

* Rev. Charles Herman has been transferred from associate pastor
of Holy Family Parish, South Bend, to pastor of St. John the Baptist
Parish, South Bend. The effective date of this appointment will be
Sept. 14, 2007. Father Herman will continue to reside at Holy Family
Parish, South Bend, but his pastoral office will be at St. John the

(NS GRAPHIC/EMILY THOMPSON

The number of individuals living in poverty in the U.S. dedined slightly

from 2005 to 2006.

being and development of all chil-
dren.”

In a separate statement Aug. 28,
Sister Carol Keehan, a Daughter of
Charity who is president and CEO
of the Catholic Health Association,
decried the fact that “in a suppos-
edly strong economy, millions of
people are still struggling for life’s
basic necessities, including health
care.”

“Whether we are talking about
children, minorities or middle-
class parents working hard to pro-
vide for their families, millions of
people are being left out of our
health care system,” she added.
“This is unforgivable and embar-
rassing for our nation.”

The increase in the number of
uninsured Americans coincided

with a dip in the percentage of
people who have private health
insurance. In 2005, 65.8 percent
had private health insurance; in
2006, 64.8 percent did.

Texas led with 24.1 percent of
its residents uninsured. Minnesota
was lowest with 8.3 percent of its
residents uninsured. As of 2006,
more than one-third of all
Hispanics, and one-fifth of all
African-Americans, lacked health
insurance.

While household income
increased — by 0.7 percent in
2006 — for the second year in a
row, American income has yet to
match its 1999 peak, said David
Johnson, head of the Census
Bureau’s Household and
Household Statistics Division, dur-
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take him back to a country where
he frequently visited and vaca-
tioned before his election in 2005.
Cardinal Schonborn said Austrians
sense that the German pope loves
their country and they have shown
a positive and growing interest in
the substance of his visit.

After arriving in Vienna, the
pope will begin his public program
in the city’s historic Am Hof
Square. In keeping with the
Marian focus of the visit, he will
pray before the baroque Column
of Our Lady that stands in the cen-
ter of the square.

Then the pope will go around
the corner to stop at the Holocaust
memorial in Vienna’s
“Judenplatz,” or Jews Square,
where he was expected to briefly
greet Jewish leaders. Most of the
country’s approximately 200,000
Jews left Austria after it was
annexed by Nazi Germany in
1938, and many of those who
remained were killed in Nazi death
camps.

The highlight of the trip is the
papal Mass in Mariazell Sept. 8,
the feast marking the birth of
Mary. Some 40,000 Catholics
have reserved bus transportation to
the liturgy, which will be celebrat-
ed in the square outside the
shrine’s basilica.

Mariazell, nestled in an

Austrian mountain valley, dates to
1157, when a Benedictine monk
arrived to care for local Christians.
He carried with him a wooden
statue of Mary, which is preserved
in the sanctuary’s chapel and ven-
erated as miraculous by many of
the faithful.

Mariazell is Austria’s most
popular pilgrimage site, drawing
about 1 million visitors each year.
Especially during the era of
European communism, the sanctu-
ary was seen as a symbol of
enduring faith by Christians
throughout much of Central and
Eastern Europe — a point the
pope is expected to underline.

At the end of the Mariazell
Mass, the pope will consign a
“missionary mandate” to represen-
tatives of new parish councils. The
gesture underscores what Cardinal
Schonborn calls a “sign of life” for
the church in Austria: new energy
in Catholic parishes, as demon-
strated by the strong role parishes
have played in preparing for the
papal visit.

In other encounters, the pope is
expected to address problems and
positive developments in the
church. He presides over an
evening prayer service Sept. 8
with priests and religious at
Mariazell, an opportunity to reflect
on the steep decline in vocations
in Austria and the rest of Europe.

On Sept. 9, when the pope cel-
ebrates Sunday Mass in Vienna’s
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, he may
address the decline in weekly
Mass attendance in Austria, which

continues to worry pastoral lead-
ers.

Throughout his stay, in public
events and in closed-door meet-
ings with the country’s political
leaders, the pope will have a
chance to speak about life-and-
death issues like abortion and
euthanasia.

The church in Austria runs pro-
grams for unwed mothers, as well
as homes for the dying, and the
pope is expected to highlight the
importance of these and other
church-sponsored social programs
when he meets with Catholic vol-
unteers on the last day of his visit.

Perhaps more than anything,
the visit will allow Austrians to lis-
ten to a pope who, as Cardinal
Schonborn said, measures his
words carefully. The pope’s under-
stated style probably means his
trip will be short on verbal fire-
works but rich in faith lessons, the
cardinal said.

Essentially, he said, Pope
Benedict is coming “to demon-
strate how beautiful it is to follow
Christ” and to encourage
Christians to “live their faith in
daily life.”

These two fundamental objec-
tives are in perfect sync with the
pope’s back-to-basics approach to
his papal ministry. In the pope’s
view, confronting secularization in
Austria or elsewhere requires a
double strategy: helping Catholics
to reinforce their own faith and
inviting them to make it count in
society.

Baptist Parish, South Bend.

* Father Nolasco Gomes has been assigned as associate pastor of
St. Michael Parish, Plymouth. The effective date of this appointment

is Sept. 5, 2007.

ing an Aug. 28 teleconference.
Even though household income
is up, individuals’ earnings are
lower. The disparity, Johnson said,
is “mainly driven by the fact that
there are more full-time, year-
round workers in the country.”
“Any time the poverty rate
decreases, we should celebrate,”
Father Snyder said in his statement.
“However, we must never lose sight
of the fact that in one of the world’s
wealthiest nations, 36.5 million
people living in poverty, including
12.8 million children, continue to
struggle to make ends meet.”
Among large cities of 250,000
or more population, the highest
poverty rates were recorded in
Detroit, Cincinnati, Cleveland,
Miami, St. Louis and Buffalo, N.Y.
The lowest percentage of people in
poverty in big cities was in Plano,
Texas.
Women have historically earned
less than men for comparable
work, a finding that held true for

all 50 states in the Census Bureau
report. However, in the District of
Columbia, “there was no statistical
difference between the earnings of
men and women,” the report said.

Father Snyder said “it is critical
that both the House and Senate
take real steps to help those living
in poverty” when Congress returns
from its August recess.

“It’s time for Congress to get to
work and find the political will
needed to make poverty a top
agenda item and help the most vul-
nerable in our nation,” he said.
Legislative priorities he listed
included expanding the State
Children’s Health Insurance
Program, affordable housing, Head
Start and a farm bill that makes it
easier to qualify for federal food
stamps.

The annual report by the
Census Bureau includes details on
every metropolitan area of at least
65,000 and takes in every congres-
sional district.

NEW PASTOR IN NEW HAVEN

DON CLEMMER

Father James Seculoff reads the order of installation and
oath of fidelity as he is installed as pastor of St. John the
Baptist Parish, New Haven, at Sunday Mass on Aug. 26.
Father Seculoff expressed his gratitude to Bishop John M.
D’Arcy and former pastor Father Paul McCarthy, noting
that the parish was in great shape.
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Guatemalans working in U.S. find life has mixed blessings

BY PATRICIA ZIAPOR

SALCAJA, Guatemala (CNS) —
Father Juan Poz can quickly tick
off the mixed blessings of emigra-
tion from this town in Guatemala’s
western highlands where he is pas-
tor of San Luis Rey Parish.

Immigrants to the United States
have made it possible for the fami-
lies of Salcaja to fix up their hous-
es, buy land and open small busi-
nesses. At his parish, when he
needs money to repair the roof or
help a family in need, it’s much
easier to raise the funds. More
children are able to go to school
instead of having to help support
their families by working.

“It is people’s dream to have
nice houses, better roofs, a small
business, a piece of land,” Father
Poz said in an interview early in
2007 at his church. One person
working in the U.S. for a relatively
short time can dramatically
improve a family’s fortunes.

“Some are away for two years
and they come back and their
houses are fantastic,” he said. The
typical way of building a home for
the majority of Guatemala’s popu-
lation is to start with a basic one-
or two-room structure — often of
adobe. Bedrooms, a bathroom,
electricity, plumbing and flooring
are added and building materials
are upgraded as money permits.

But Father Poz is also very
aware of the downsides of having
60 percent or more of the families
in town dependent upon relatives
who send money from another
country.

Some families, unaccustomed
to having extra quetzales, the
national currency, don’t save.
Instead they splurge on fancy
birthday parties or expensive
clothes and luxury items from
Quetzaltenango, the region’s major
city, a short bus ride away, he said.

For some households, the pres-
sures of having one parent — or

EGE
Traditional

& HAM
Dinner

sometimes both — working thou-
sands of miles away leads to kids
who aren’t properly supervised,
have time on their hands and get
into trouble with drugs, drinking
and gangs. Marriages fall apart.

“The father is living away, the
children are living with grandpar-
ents,” Father Poz said. “The chil-
dren are without control, without
support, without education, with-
out both parents. It is a very diffi-
cult situation. The grandparents
can’t manage them.

(NS PHOTO PATRICIA ZAPOR

“The youths say ‘I have
money,”” and think that means
they don’t have any responsibili-
ties, he continued. “They don’t
study, they get bored, get into
drugs, get into trouble. The reality
is families are disintegrating. The
husband gets another woman up
there, the wife finds someone else
here. This is a big problem with
consequences for many.”

Cesar Yovani, who works at the
Salcaja parish, estimated that 80
percent of the people he knows
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A well-kept plaza in front of San
Luis Rey Church in Salcaja,
Guatemala, is one of the signs of
prosperity brought to the small
town by emigrants to the United
States.

have a relative in the U.S. Of
those, perhaps 25 percent send no
money home, he said. Some fami-
lies wait for years with no word
about whether their husband,
father, sister, mother or brother
who headed north even made it
across the border.

Most Salcajenos enter the
United States illegally, paying a
smuggler the going rate of 15,000
quetzales (US$2,000), he said. The
current wait for a visa to immi-
grate legally is at least three years.
In 2005, the U.S. issued 6,167
temporary worker visas and 6,241
immigrant visas to Guatemalans.
During 2006, 26,000 Guatemalans
were apprehended by the U.S.
Border Patrol.

Meanwhile, in Salcaja, the evi-
dence of prosperity is obvious. In
the blocks around San Luis Rey
Church, homes sprout new second-
story additions and fresh paint.
Satellite dishes and stores selling
electronics are ubiquitous.

The church and the small plaza
in front of it are tidy and well-
maintained, lacking the trash, graf-
fiti and other signs of neglect typi-
cal of

well his wife had managed the
money he sent home.

When he returned to Salcaja to
find that his wife and her father
had secretly saved and upgraded
the older man’s house, he accused
his father-in-law of trying to steal
his earnings.

“The father-in-law had to
explain to him, “This is now your
house,”” Father Poz said. “It was
hard for the husband to accept that
his wife was a good administrator
of their money and that his in-laws
would help.”

The situations workers find
themselves in once they get to the
U.S. don’t help keep families
together either, he said. Often they
have only temporary work.
Comforts like television, the
Internet and cars are readily avail-
able, but workers don’t have fami-
ly support systems.

“For human reasons it’s better
to live in Guatemala, where fami-
lies are closer,” Father Poz said.

Vicente Gonzalez, who also
works at the church, said in some
families he knows an absent father
who supports his family from the
U.S. is built up to be some kind of
superman.

“Then, when he returns, he
can’t live up to it,” Gonzalez said.
Yovani said he knows many
families where the lack of a father

in the home leads to discipline
problems. “Then when he returns,
they have no respect for the
father.”

In one U.S. enclave of
Salcajenos,

Guatemalan Hugo Sotovando
towns without . of Trenton, N.J.,
the resourcesto  Vlost Salcajenos enter the  gaig he is struck
pay for upkeep. by the changes
The town’s H i to his hometown
edittonl United States illegally, ~ o.fis hometoy
industry of . every two to
weaving f%bric paying a smuggler the three years. The
isn’t providing prevalence of
the cash to H televisions,
finance such going rate of 15000 SV
civic improve- microwave
ments. It's the quetzales (US$2,000)  ovensand home
$100 I:)r more a improvements
month sent are among the
home by rela- obvious differ-

tives working in
Trenton, N.J., or Chicago.

The International Organization
for Migration estimates that about
10 percent of Guatemala’s popula-
tion lives abroad, mostly in the
United States, and their remit-
tances help support about 30 per-
cent of Guatemalans at home.

The shrinking population is evi-
dent in Salcaja, where even on a
weekday morning only a handful
of people cross the square by the
church.

Father Poz also told of more
serious problems, such as families
split by divorce once the husband
returns. In one case he described,
the husband couldn’t accept how

ences, he said in
an interview this summer at his
business, Salcaja Towing in
Trenton.

But he also sees “the destruc-
tion of the family” in such things.
“Parents try to buy the love of
their children with a car,” for
instance, he said.

It’s clear that children in Salcaja
have better childhoods because
money is more available, he said.
More poor families can afford
health care, and fewer children
have to work to help support their
families.

“But many children get into
trouble,” he said. “It’s part of the
evolution of prosperity.”
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Catholic doctor fights cancer

with stem cells from umbilical cords

BY MARK INDREIKA

MAYWOOD, Ill. (CNS) —
About 10 years ago, Holly
Becker’s future appeared bright.
At 24, she had just graduated
from college, moved out of her
parents” home and taken a job in
sales and marketing. But then
something went terribly wrong.

She started running tempera-
tures of 105.4 degrees and she
couldn’t eat. At first her doctors
thought she had the flu, then
mononucleosis. Soon she couldn’t
get out of bed; she couldn’t work
and had to move back home.

Doctors diagnosed Becker with
stage 4 non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
The cancer had already spread to
her spleen, liver and bone marrow.
She spent six months undergoing
chemotherapy without success.
She was in desperate need of a
bone-marrow transplant, but no
donor was available.

“l was really as bad as some-
body could get,” she told the
Catholic Explorer, Joliet diocesan
newspaper, in a telephone inter-
view.

Running out of options, she
went to the Loyola University
Medical Center in Maywood for
an umbilical-cord-blood stem-cell
transplant.

“Cord blood has opened the
door to curing patients who other-
wise would die,” Dr. Patrick Stiff,
director of Loyola’s Cardinal
Bernardin Cancer Center, told the
Catholic Explorer. “We actually
have transplanted patients in
whom the only other option was a
hospice program.”

The use of cord-blood stem
cells does not involve the destruc-
tion of embryos, and the Catholic
Church supports their use. They
are taken from an umbilical cord
after birth and used to treat cancers
originating in bone marrow or in
the lymphatic system when a tradi-
tional bone-marrow transplant is
not an option.

According to a statement
released by Loyola, “umbilical-
cord-blood transplants at Loyola
are curing or slowing the progres-
sion of many cancers.”

Stiff, also a professor of medi-
cine and pathology at the Loyola
University Chicago Stritch School
of Medicine in Maywood, said
cord-blood stem cells “are more
immature and have a better growth
potential” than other adult stem
cells. Doctors still consider living-
donor, bone-marrow stem cells to
be the best treatment option, but
cord-blood cells are getting close,
he added.

Ten years ago, Stiff and his
team of researchers developed a
new technology to grow cord-
blood stem cells outside the bodly.
In the past doctors could only get
enough stem cells to treat a child.
Now they can grow enough for an
adult.

“So now a patient who comes
to Loyola, who 10 years ago had
as little as a 30 percent chance of
finding a donor, now has approxi-
mately a 90 percent (chance) of
finding a donor,” said Stiff, a
parishioner at St. Margaret Mary
Parish in Naperville.

In 1998 Becker was one of the
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Dr. Patrick Stiff, director of Loyola's Cardinal Bernardin Cancer Center,
uses protective gloves to hold a frozen unit of umbilical-cord blood Aug.
13 at the center in Maywood, Ill. The blood is stored in liquid nitrogen at

minus 100 degrees Celsius.

first patients to be treated in the
Chicago area.

Although at the time she didn’t
fully understand how bad it was,
“pretty much my only chance for
survival would have been to have
a cord-blood transplant,” she said.

She spent five very difficult
weeks at Loyola, trapped in isola-
tion where she felt “completely
horrible.” People around her had to
wear masks, and she couldn’t “do
anything.”

Before receiving the cord
blood, she received full-body radi-
ation treatments twice daily and
high-dose chemotherapy to wipe
out her immune system.

“It was obviously the worst
thing I’ve ever been through in my
entire life,” Becker said, crediting
her family and friends for helping
her through the ordeal.

She said getting the cord blood
was easy. “It’s just like a blood
transfusion,” she said.

Two years ago, President
George W. Bush signed the Stem
Cell Therapeutic and Research Act
of 2005, creating a national net-
work matching cord blood with
patients.

Stephen Sprague, a New York
man who has been free of
leukemia for 10 years after a cord-
blood transplant as part of Stiff’s
study, now advocates for cord-
blood usage. He said that in spite
of the law signed by Bush an
infrastructure is still lacking to
help women donate their umbili-
cal-cord blood. Most hospitals
treat cord blood as medical waste,
he said.

Stiff agrees. “There is cost
associated with getting cord-blood
units into the cord-blood bank at
the hospital level, and right now
there’s no mechanism to recoup
those costs.”

Stiff said cord-blood stem cells
have tremendous potential beyond
cancer treatments.

“They do have the capacity to
produce pretty much anything, and
I guess that’s part of the work that
we’re interested in pursuing,” he
said. “We don’t need to go to
embryonic stem cells. There are
obvious differences, but we think
that the differences are so minor
as to never warrant the use of
embryonic stem cells for any
research or clinical use.”

Visiting Nurse |
& Hospice Home g8

Live comfortably.

Make the most of every moment

Safes, 140 years of records
stolen from
Kendallville parish

BY DON CLEMMER

KENDALLVILLE — Two safes
containing around $70 in petty
cash and records dating back to
the 1867 founding of the church
were stolen from Immaculate
Conception Parish between 7
p.m. on Friday, Aug. 24, and 9
a.m. on Aug. 25, according to
Father Lourdino Fernandes, pas-
tor of Immaculate Conception.

The safes were kept in a
locked room in the parish hall
attached to the church. The hall
contains Sunday school class-
rooms and the parish office.

The burglary was discovered
on Saturday morning by the
same parishioner who had
locked up the hall the night
before.

“We had two safes in there.
They were 26 inches long. They
were bolted to the floor, and we
had our parish records there —
baptism, marriage and death
registers,” says Father
Fernandes, who notes that the

authorities are investigating.
“They have found some parts
of the safe on the south side of
where our church stands, not too
far from the church,” he notes.
Authorities believe these parts
were most likely sawed off in
order to get into the safe. Father
Fernandes believes there was
more than one person involved.
“They are very heavy safes,
and | believe it would have to
be at least two,” he says.
Nothing has been recovered,
and Father Fernandes notes that
the money contained in the safe
was only the parish petty cash.
“But what is priceless of
course is the records,” he adds.
Even if the registers spanning
the entire 140-year history of
Immaculate Conception are not
recovered, the parish may still
be able to recover the informa-
tion from microfilm in the
diocesan archives. This option is
still being explored.

CONFIRM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

strength of the Holy Spirit.
Hence they are, as true witnesses
of Christ, more strictly obliged to
spread and defend the faith by
word and deed” (CCC 1285).

“This is a rare opportunity
that, hopefully, the confirmed
will remember for the rest of
their lives,” said MacMichael. “It
also is a sign of unity in the
Jubilee Year, especially with
Bishop D’Arcy ministering with
his brother priests in tending the
flock.”

Our services:

Due to the nature of the event
and the capacity limitations of
each venue, the number of guests
each confirmandi can invite is
limited, MacMichael indicated.
In fact, tickets have been printed
for both locations with each
parish allotted a proportionate
number of tickets to ensure there
are not more invitees than either
arena safely can accommodate,
he added.

Each parish has been asked to
make a banner to be mounted on
a pole and erected where their
respective students are seated to
make them more identifiable to
family and friends in attendance.

e Medical services of hospice medical director and physician
* Nursing visits from hospice-certified RNs

e 24-hour RN on call

e Therapies to increase
quality of life

e Social worker services

e Home health aide visits

e Spiritual assistance

¢ Volunteer and
companion services

* Medication for pain
control

e Medical equipment and
supplies

e Emotional support for patients and families
e Bereavement support for family members

We've been taking care of Fort Wayne for more than 100
years by providing hospice services in your home, or in a
nursing home, or at our Hospice Home in Fort Wayne. Our
staff is trained and equipped to respond quickly to the
needs of patients and family members.

Hospice care is fully covered for eligible patients by
Medicare and Medicaid and many other types of health
plans, including HMOs, PPOs and other private insurance.
No one is turned away because of an inability to pay for
hospice care.

%\\Wf/%‘/_ Visiting Nurse
= & Hospice Home

www.VNHH.org Since 1900
260-435-3222
800-288-4111

(Indiana Only)
5910 Homestead Road ® Fort Wayne, In 46814
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Vatican police cadet dies
in apparent suicide

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A 25-
year-old Vatican police cadet died
from a gunshot wound to the head,
the victim of an apparent suicide,
the Vatican said. Alessandro
Benedetti, who joined the elite
Vatican gendarme corps in April,
was discovered in grave condition
in the bathroom of his Vatican bar-
racks early Sept. 3. Rushed to a
nearby hospital by fellow cadets, he
died shortly afterward. The Vatican
said Benedetti had left a note and
that "the initial evidence indicates
he wanted to kill himself." Vatican
judicial authorities were conducting
an investigation into the case. Pope
Benedict XVI, who was not at the
Vatican at the time of the shooting,
was deeply saddened by the news, a
Vatican statement said. "The Holy
Father entrusts the young
Alessandro to God's mercy. He is
spiritually close to the Benedetti
family and the members of the gen-
darme corps," the statement said.
The gendarme force gathered in a
Vatican chapel for a prayer service
later Sept. 3 with Benedetti's par-
ents.The 140-member gendarme
force provides general security
inside the Vatican, including papal
events. The Swiss Guard, a separate
force, is more directly involved in
the personal protection of the pope.
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
the Vatican spokesman, said
Benedetti was accepted as a gen-
darme cadet after passing the usual
"psycho-attitudinal” evaluation,
which also related to the use of
weapons. "His behavior until now
had given no cause for concern,"”
Father Lombardi said. According to
the Italian news agency ANSA,
Benedetti's aunt said he had recent-
ly broken up with his girlfriend. It
was the worst episode of violence
at the Vatican since 1998, when a
young Swiss Guard shot and killed
the Guard's commander and the
commander's wife before taking his
own life.

Peruvian earthquake
destroyed churches,
other cultural sites

LIMA, Peru (CNS) — Three
churches on Peru’s list of cultural
heritage sites were declared a total
loss and more were badly damaged
after the huge earthquake that
struck the country’s southern coast,
said the director of the National
Institute of Culture. Eight others
were seriously damaged, eight suf-
fered moderate damage and one
was slightly harmed in the magni-
tude 8 quake that struck Peru Aug.
15, said Cecilia Bakula Budge, the
director. In Pisco, the city nearest
the epicenter, San Clemente
Church, on the main plaza, and the
colonial Jesuit church were virtual-
ly leveled by the quake, as was an
adobe chapel on the Panamerican
Highway where a Franciscan friar,
Father Jose Ramon Rojas, is said to
have brought fresh water forth from
the desert. In all, more than 25
churches in the Ica Diocese were
seriously damaged, Bishop Guido
Lopez Brena of Ica told Catholic
News Service. The diocese has
been arranging for engineers and
architects to evaluate the buildings
in the towns of Pisco, Ica and
Chincha.

NEWS BRIFFS

ARCHBISHOP HUGHES SPEAKS AT EPISCOPAL CHURCH

evening interfaith prayer service at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Lakeview, La., on the

second anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. During the service at the church, which has

been restored after being inundated with 10 to 12 feet of water in the storm, Episcopal

Bishop Charles Jenkins, Archbishop Hughes and other faith leaders signed a statement,

“A Vision for a Renewed New Orleans.”

Bishop Pelotte released
from hospital, to
recuperate in Florida

GALLUP, N.M. (CNS) — Bishop
Donald E. Pelotte of Gallup has
been released from a Houston hos-
pital that specializes in traumatic
brain injuries and is continuing his
recuperation at a private residence
in Florida, according to the dioce-
san chancellor. Deacon Timoteo
Lujan, chancellor of the Gallup
Diocese, said the bishop was dis-
charged from Memorial
Hermann/The Institute  for
Rehabilitation and Research in
Houston during the weekend of
Aug. 25-26. An update posted by
Deacon Lujan on the diocesan Web
site Aug. 29 said the bishop’s twin
brother, Father Dana Pelotte,
remains with him. Both brothers
are members of the Congregation
of the Blessed Sacrament. Father
Pelotte is pastor of a Houston
parish. “While the bishop’s condi-
tion has improved sufficiently to
move him from Texas to a private
home, he is under the care of med-
ical personnel as an outpatient,”
said the update. “The rehabilitation
program continues at a hospital
near the residence. It is expected
that his recovery will be protracted
and there is no prediction on when
he can return to his duties in the
Diocese of Gallup.”

Judge pulls 42 abuse
cases out of San Diego
Diocese’s bankruptcy

SAN DIEGO (CNS) — A federal
judge Aug. 25 ordered 42 of the 127
lawsuits over sexual abuse claims
to be removed from the Diocese of
San Diego’s bankruptcy case so
they can go to jury trials in state

court. Bankruptcy Court Judge
Louise DeCarl Adler found that
leaving the 42 plaintiffs in the
group that the diocese has sought to
settle with in bankruptcy proceed-
ings would amount to depriving
them of their Seventh Amendment
right to a jury trial and “will cause
severe prejudice to the plaintiffs,
especially since these cases are
intensely fact-driven.” Adler’s 14-
page ruling said that although the
diocese filed for bankruptcy
because of the lawsuits “prompt
resolution of these claims through
the bankruptcy process is unlikely.”
She said twice in the ruling that the
$95 million offered to the plaintiffs
in a financial reorganization plan is
“far below the historical statewide
average.” The Archdiocese of Los
Angeles in July announced a settle-
ment agreement that called for the
church to pay more than 500 vic-
tims of sexual abuse by priests a
total of $660 million.

Head of ex-Legionaries
group offers court
computer files

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
head of a network of former mem-
bers of the Legionaries of Christ
and Regnum Christi has offered to
hand over computer files to a
Virginia circuit court after being
sued by the religious order. Paul
Lennon, president of the nonprofit
organization ReGAIN, appeared
before the Circuit Court of
Alexandria Aug. 22 during a
seizure hearing. Glenn Favreau, a
former member of the Legionaries
and a member of ReGAIN, told
Catholic News Service Aug. 28 that
the court accepted Lennon’s offer.
No further steps have been taken in
the case against Lennon and
ReGAIN, Favreau said. The

Legionaries are suing Lennon and
ReGAIN to recover what the order
claims is private property and to
deter what it said is improper use of
stolen materials. The complaint
said ReGAIN, “along with other
co-conspirators, have intentionally
taken out of context excerpts from
... stolen materials and posted them
on the Internet as part of a concert-
ed effort to wage a malicious disin-
formation campaign against the
Legion.” The complaint, dated
Aug. 2, was posted on the Web site
of ReGAIN, which offers informa-
tion about alleged problems associ-
ated with the Legionaries and
Regnum Christi, an apostolic
Catholic movement associated with
the Legionaries. ReGAIN stands
for Religious Groups Awareness
International Network.

Scottish cardinal resigns
from Amnesty to
protest its abortion

policy

LONDON (CNS) — A Scottish
cardinal has announced his resigna-
tion from Amnesty International to
protest the group’s new policy to
fight for the decriminalization of
abortion around the world. Cardinal
Keith O’Brien of Saint Andrews
and Edinburgh said it was with
“great sadness” that he quit an
organization he joined as a student
more than 40 years ago. He said he
was no longer able to support the
human rights group in good con-
science after it voted at a mid-
August meeting in Mexico to fight
for abortion rights. “That basic and
most fundamental of all human
rights, the right to life, is recog-
nized by the 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the
document upon which Amnesty

International was  founded,”
Cardinal O’Brien said in an Aug.
28 letter to John Watson, program
director of Amnesty in Scotland.
“Sadly, now Amnesty International
seems to be placing itself at the
forefront of a campaign for a uni-
versal right to abortion in contra-
vention to that basic right to human
life.” He added: “For me it is a mat-
ter of conscience that | have decid-
ed to resign from Amnesty
International. Others must follow
their own consciences.”

Body of first bishop of
Mississippi exhumed in
Baltimore

BALTIMORE (CNS) — The first
bishop of Mississippi recently
made his final trip from Baltimore
to Natchez, Miss. — 155 years after
he died in Maryland. Born in
Baltimore Oct. 4, 1795, to refugees
from the French colony of Saint-
Domingue (now Haiti), Bishop
John J. Chanche was ordained a
Sulpician priest in Baltimore in
1819, became the president of the
old St. Mary’s College there in
1834, and was named the first bish-
op of the Diocese of Natchez by
Pope Gregory XVI in 1841. He
died in Frederick, Md., July 22,
1852 — presumably of cholera —
while en route to Natchez after par-
ticipating in the First Plenary
Council in Baltimore. Though he
was the bishop of Natchez, the
native Baltimorean was buried at
the original Cathedral Cemetery in
West Baltimore and reinterred at
the New Cathedral Cemetery on
Old Frederick Road Feb. 11, 1878,
but the bishop wanted his remains
moved to St. Mary Basilica in
Natchez, the church he helped
establish. “Bishop Chanche had the
vision of building what was then
our cathedral,” said Father David
O’Connor, pastor of the former
cathedral, which was named a
basilica in 1999. “About a year ago
we decided that we should try to
bring his remains back here.”

(atholic high schools
ranked among top U.S.
football powers

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Alist of
football powerhouses among
Catholic colleges in Division | of
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association would probably start
with Notre Dame and end with
Boston College. But a similar list
for Catholic high schools would
require a lot more paper. Nine
Catholic high schools are in USA
Today’s “Super 25” rankings —
including four in the top 10. The
rankings were published in the
newspaper’s Aug. 22 issue. St.
Xavier High School in Cincinnati
tops all Catholic schools with the
fourth spot in the preseason rank-
ings. It’s the highest-ranked school
— Catholic, public or private —
that didn’t go undefeated last year;
it finished 10-2 in 2006. DeMatha
High School in the Washington
suburb of Hyattsville, Md., was
ranked fifth. It went 12-0 last sea-
son. Its first game was set for Sept.
2 in Cincinnati against St. Xavier.
De La Salle High School in
Concord, Calif., placed sixth. A
perennial power in prep football,
De La Salle is going for its 15th
consecutive sectional champi-
onship this season.
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Bishop Luers Walk-A-
Thon set Sept. 28

FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School will hold its 27th
Annual Walk-A-Thon on Friday,
Sept. 28. The event is scheduled to
begin in the school gymnasium at
9:15 a.m. following an all-school
prayer service.

The walk travels through south
Fort Wayne area neighborhoods
and Foster Park. Each of Luers
550 students is required to raise a
minimum of $75 in order to par-
ticipate in the walk. The money
raised is to support general operat-
ing expenses for Bishop Luers
High School. The goal for the
school this year is $47,000.

For more information, contact
the school at (260) 456-1261.

Al Kresta to speak at Qur
Lady of Good Hope

FORT WAYNE — Fort Wayne’s
Redeemer Radio, Catholic Radio
AM 1450, announced that it will
host Detroit-based Ave Maria
Communications founder and
nationally-syndicated broadcast
journalist Al Kresta for two excit-
ing events on Sept. 11.

From 4-6 p.m., Kresta will
broadcast “Kresta in the
Afternoon” live from Redeemer
Radio’s studio in Fort Wayne.

From 7:30-9 p.m. at Our Lady
of Good Hope Catholic Church,
7215 St. Joe Rd., Fort Wayne,
Kresta will share his inspiring
conversion story from Protestant
pastor to a Catholic media mis-
sionary.

The speaking event at Our
Lady of Good Hope is free to the
public. The event will begin with
the recitation of the rosary led by
Fourth Degree Knights from
around the Fort Wayne area. The
evening concludes with a recep-
tion where everyone will have the
opportunity to meet Kresta.

In announcing the Al Kresta
event, Redeemer Radio program
director Patty Becker said, “Such
an event brings Catholic Radio in
the Fort Wayne area to a whole
new level, and we are thrilled to
be part of the Al Kresta tour. Our
listeners love Al Kresta.”

For more information regard-
ing Al Kresta, please visit
www.avemariaradio.com

(Christ Child Society to
begin (lothe A Child
(ampaign

SOUTH BEND — The excited
flurry of back-to school shopping
is not a reality for all children.
However, nearly 4,000 underpriv-
ileged children in St. Joseph
County will have free, new, warm
coats, shoes and school clothes
thanks to the Christ Child
Society’s Clothe a Child
Campaign during the months of
September and October.

Bright red, yellow, green and
blue dolls will decorate the walls
of local Martin’s Supermarkets,
Notre Dame Credit Union and
MFB. Each doll represents $1
donated by customers. The money
collected goes directly to the pur-
chase of children’s clothing.

The Christ Child Society is a
nonprofit organization whose 500
volunteer members are dedicated
to clothing children and babies in
our community, as well as to pro-

AROUND THE DIOCESE
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SISTER CITY STUDENTS VISIT BISHOP DWENGER

DON CLEMMER

After Mass on Aug. 24, Bishop Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne, officially welcomed

three students from Plock, Poland, an official sister city of Fort Wayne as part of an

exchange program. Three American students visited Poland in June. Pictured from left
are Oskar Bednarski of Poland, Brendon Keen of Canterbury School and St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish, Fort Wayne, Jonna Kawiecka of Poland, Stan Podzielinski, chairperson

of the Plock Council of Fort Wayne Sister Cities International, Dwenger Principal Fred

"Tone, Jenna Roy and Jeanna Van Hoey of Bishop Dwenger and Gosia Przybysz of Poland.

viding educational services. The
Clothe a Child Campaign is a
major fundraiser, which involves
the entire community through the
purchase of paper dolls, each
dressed in a coat, hat and mittens
to represent the goal of the cam-
paign. One hundred percent of the
money raised in the campaign is
spent on new clothing, which is
distributed from the Christ Child
Center on West Thomas Street
each Wednesday morning and
Sunday afternoon. Referrals are
made through local agencies and
schools.

For more information about
this topic, contact Linda Brammer
at (574) 287-5048.

More funds to rebuild
Queen of Angels
playground

FORT WAY NE — Funds continue
to be raised to replace the wooden
playground equipment at Queen
of Angels School that was burned
in a fire on June 12. One of the
youngest benefactors, Miguel
Hernandez, a second grader at
Whispering Meadows, presented
over $80 to Queen of Angels
School principal, Marsha Jordan,
during the summer, after raising
funds door to door in his neigh-
borhood. Recently the young
humanitarian  spoke at St
Elizabeth Ann Seton, his grand-
mother’s church, about the
school’s need and collected dona-
tions of $300.

Soldiers, scholars,
lawyers to seek meaning
of war

NOTRE DAME — Soldiers, social
scientists, war correspondents, just
war theorists, military historians,
international lawyers and decorated
generals — including two former
commanders in Bosnia — will
meet Sept. 13-15 (Thursday to
Saturday) at the University of Notre
Dame for a conference titled “What
Is War?”

A clear answer is critical to
human rights around the world,
according to Mary Ellen
O’Connell, Robert and Marion
Short Professor of Law at Notre
Dame and a fellow in the
University’s Kroc Institute for
International Peace Studies.

“The most basic human rights
— the right to life, the right to trial,
the right to own property — all
depend on whether a conflict is
legally definable as war or not,” she
said. “Yet at the moment there is no
immutable dividing line between
the two situations.”

Governments tend to deny that
fighting on their territory is armed
conflict, O’Connell said, instead
calling it “criminal activity” and
claiming that they have it under
control.

“Yet if the conflict on your terri-
tory is not war, then according to
international law you have to use
law enforcement methods rather
than respond with bombs or vio-
lence,” she said.

In a reversal of this trend, the
U.S. government after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks began calling
“war” what many would see as
crime, O’Connell said.

“During war, the law changes
fundamentally,” she said. “Under
the argument that the U.S. is con-
ducting a ‘global war on terror,’
people have been killed, impris-
oned without trial, had their proper-
ty confiscated and lost many other
rights that could never have been
violated in times of peace.”

Among the speakers will be two
former commanders in Bosnia,
retired British Army Gen. Sir
Michael Rose and retired U.S.
Army Gen. William Nash, as well
as experts from around the world
who examine war from legal, his-
toric, political, academic and jour-
nalistic  perspectives.  Father
Theodore M. Hesburgh, CSC, pres-
ident emeritus of Notre Dame, also
will offer remarks.

An agenda and list of speakers
and biographies are available at
http://kroc.nd.edu/events/

The second day of the confer-
ence will coincide with the release
of Gen. David Petraeus’ report on
progress since the U.S. military
“surge” in Iraqg.

The conference, which is free
and open to the public, is sponsored
by the Mershon Center for Security
Studies at Ohio State University,
Notre Dame’s Kroc Institute for
International Peace Studies and
Notre Dame Law School.

The conference is an outgrowth
of a study group formed by the

International Law Association, a
worldwide organization of interna-
tional lawyers and law scholars.
Under O’Connell’s chairmanship,
the study group is charged with
addressing the legal challenges
raised by the Bush administration’s
“global war on terror.” The com-
mittee’s work is expected to have a
major impact on the international
community’s understanding of the
rights and duties of states, organiza-
tions and individuals.

‘Walk the walk’ Sept. 29
at the Walk for the
Hungry and concert

FORT WAYNE — Realizing there
is strength in numbers, four faith-
based hunger relief organizations,
The Associated Churches, The
Franciscan Center, The Salvation
Army and Miss Virginia’s House,
are joining together again this year
to fight hunger in Allen County
with Hunger Walk V on Saturday,
Sept. 29, at Headwaters Park East,
Lincoln Pavilion, from 12-8 p.m.
Registration starts at noon.

The goal of the annual Hunger
Walk is to create awareness of the
need in our area and to raise need-
ed funds to help fight hunger; all of
the proceeds from the walk stay
and directly help Allen County res-
idents.

To help increase awareness and
support of the Walk, this year’s
event will feature a concert by pop-
ular Christian artist Warren
Barfield under the beautiful
Lincoln Pavilion at Headwaters
East. Tickets for Warren Barfield
are $5 each, $20 for a family, or
free if participating in the Walk ear-
lier in the day.

The walk will also present the
annual Father Tom Awards and will
feature for the first time a “Clash of
the Crusaders” choral group con-
test, open to any band, choral
group or soloists with Christian-
themed music.

For more information visit
www.hungerwalkallencounty.org.

Deadline approaching for
Father Tom Award nomi-
nations

FORT WAYNE — The committee
members of Hunger Walk V are
accepting applications for its
annual Father Tom Awards until
Sept. 8.

The Father Tom Hunger Walk
Award is named in memory of
Father Thomas Patrick O’Connor.
As the pastor of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Fort Wayne for
34 years, he was best known for
founding St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen
and leading the effort to build
Matthew 25 Clinic to provide free
medical and dental care to the
needy.

The Father Tom Award is for
volunteers of local organizations
who “walk in the footsteps of
Father Tom and exemplify a self-
less devotion to others,” explains
Mary Osborn, Hunger Walk com-
mittee member and coordinator of
the awards.

All nominees will receive a
certificate and will be honored at
the Hunger Walk V event on Sept.
29 at 2:15 p.m. under the Lincoln
Pavilion at Headwaters Park East.

For more information or nomi-
nation forms, call (260) 422-3528,
or visit www.hungerwalkallen-
county.org.
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Diverse speakers on men’s conference’s itinerary

BY SEAN GALLAGHER

INDIANAPOLIS — Denver
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
will headline the second annual
Indiana Catholic Men’s
Conference on Sept. 22 at the
Indiana Convention Center in
Indianapolis.

The leader of the Denver arch-
diocese for 10 years, Archbishop
Chaput has served on the U.S.
Commission on International
Religious Freedom and been the
keynote speaker at the National
Catholic Prayer Breakfast held
annually in Washington, D.C.

He is also the author of
“Living the Catholic Faith:
Rediscovering the Basics” and
has written opinion columns for
such national newspapers as the
New York Times.

Robert Teipen, a member of
St. Lawrence Parish in
Indianapolis who is helping to
organize the conference, thinks
that more than Archbishop
Chaput’s national stature will
appeal to the men at the confer-
ence who will listen to him.

“He’s pretty direct,” Teipen
said. “And I think men respect
that. That’s why he’s known
nationally. He’s defending the
faith in a vocal way and he’s not
apologizing for it.”

Nearly 1,000 men attended the
first conference last year.

Those who attend this year’s
conference will be treated with a
lineup of speakers with a diverse
background.

Lay evangelist Jesse Romero
is a former

the conference.

They are Father Jonathan
Meyer, associate pastor of St.
Luke the Evangelist Parish in
Indianapolis and Father Richard
Doerr, pastor of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in Carmel,

in the Lafayette

member of the diocese.
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received into
the full communion of the church
as an adult and currently leads
MLB’s Urban Youth Academy.
Father Larry Richards is
nationally known for mission
preacher and retreat master. He is
a priest of the Erie, Pa. diocese.
Local priests will also speak at
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an important
part of a conference for Catholic
men.

“It attests to the universality of
our church,” he said. “It’s a big
net out there. We’re trying to draw
all in. Jesus didn’t limit the
Gospel (at all).”

Archbishop Daniel M.
Buechlein of Indianapolis will
also be on hand at the start of the
conference to welcome its atten-

dees.

Teipen also emphasized that
many of the speakers will appeal
to men in their teenage and young
adult years.

“They all relate well to young
people, but they will not turn off
the older adults,” he said.

The conference, which will run
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., will
include Mass. Archbishop Chaput
will be the homilist. The sacra-
ment of reconciliation will be
available throughout the confer-
ence.

Adult registration for the con-
ference is $40. It is $35 for groups
of 10 or more. Student registration
is $20. Priests and religious may
attend free of charge.

Lunch will be included for all
who register before Sept. 18.

Overall, Teipen hopes the con-
ference will make the men who
attend it “emboldened in their
faith.”

“We’re supposed to go out and
proclaim and evangelize,” Teipen
said. “Don’t be ashamed to let
people know that you’re Catholic
and why you’re Catholic and the
fact that you’re proud that you’re
Catholic.”

For more information about the con-
ference or to register for it, log
on to
www.indianacatholicmen.com or
call (317) 924-3982 or (317) 888-
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He’s Done! He won’t clean

o gutters today (or ever)!
(*% HE HAS LEAFPROOF™
$ SN Nom LEAFPROOF™ is an amazing
gutter structure that catches rain

but no leaves or twigs. You'll
never clean gutters again!

/t ~jinstalled by House Doctors...

a reliable handyman is in your neighborhood

ACT NOW AND RECEIVE $100” OFF
Whole House LEAFPROOF™ System (xyies 10/3007)

+ 424-1293

Serving the Fort Wayne area

Film series to examine
truths about migration

NOTRE DAME — “Migration,
Documented,” sponsored by the
University of Notre Dame’s
Institute for Latino Studies (ILS),
will present six films to be shown
at 7 p.m. each Wednesday from
Sept. 5to Oct. 10 in 126
DeBartolo Hall on campus.

The films are free and open to
the public. They are:

* Sept. 5 — “La Fuerza,” pro-
duced with the help of students at
Goshen College, demonstrates
how Apan, Mexico, and Goshen,
Ind., are linked by transnational
migration amidst a growing
Hispanic population in Elkhart
County, crackdowns on illegal
immigrants and issues of injustice.

* Sept. 12 — “Letters from the
Other Side” tells the stories of
many families affected by the
immigration of Mexicans into the
United States. Offering intimate
windows into the lives of the
immigrants and those they left
behind, the film depicts the diffi-
cult complexities intertwined in
issues of immigration, U.S. for-
eign policy and the importance of
family structures.

* Sept. 19 — “H-2 Worker”
exposes the harsh exploitation of
men who traveled from Jamaica
and other West Indies nations to
work in the sugar cane fields of
Belle Glade, Fla.

* Sept. 26 — “Life and Debt”
is a woven tapestry of sequences
focusing on the stories of individ-
ual Jamaicans whose strategies for
survival and parameters of day-to-
day existence are determined by
the U.S. and other foreign eco-
nomic agendas. It allows the com-
plexity of international lending,
structural adjustment policies and
free trade to be understood in the
context of the everyday realities
of the people whose lives they
impact.

* Oct. 3 — “Snakeheads: The
Chinese Mafia and the New Slave
Trade” explores the complicated
issues of illegal immigration and
sweatshop labor framed against a
background of competing global
economic forces and shines an
uncompromising light on the
modern day slave trade.

* Oct. 10 — “My American
Girls: A Dominican Story” cap-
tures the joys and struggles over
one year in the lives of the Ortiz
family, first generation immi-
grants from the Dominican
Republic, capturing the rewards
and costs of conducting transna-
tional lives that straddle national
borders.

*Medicaid accepted

Villa of e Woods

Senior Residential Living .

*Private Room and bath with 24 hour staffing

*Meals, laundry, housekeeping included in |
the affordable monthly fee.

5610 Noll Avenue, Fort Wayne
(Near the corner of Paulding and Calhoun)

(260) 745-7039

]
Take an online tour at

www.ccfwsb.org

or come by for a visit.
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Holy Spirit - Bring thy lzght

Confirmation Gifts
perfect for the occasion
* Music
*Rosaries
e Crucifixes
and much more

DIVINE MERCY GIFTS

320 Dixie Way North - 1/2 mile north of Notre Dame on S.R. 933
574-277-1400

eStatues
e Medals
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organist receives top
honor

BY LISA L. COTILLIER

FISHERS — Scott Foppiano,
organist, choirmaster and coordi-
nator of liturgy at St. Louis de
Montfort Church, recently was
named 2007 Organist of the Year.

He received the title and a
plague at the national convention of
the American Guild of Organists
and the American Theatre Organ
Society, held in New York City in
July.

“The candidates are chosen
from an international roster of play-
ers and voted for by the awards
committee and board of directors,”
Foppiano told The Catholic
Moment, newspaper of the Diocese
of Lafayette-in-Indiana. “Those
who have received the award in
previous years are among the top
shining stars in the organ world and
some of the most famous players of
the last 100 years. It is truly an
honor to be recognized.”

While in New York state, he per-
formed in the Cadet Chapel of the
Military Academy at West Point.
Foppiano also played a solo recital
at the Cathedral of St. Patrick in
Manhattan on its historic Kilgen
Grande pipe organ.

“It was, without question, an
absolute thrill to sit at those con-
soles, to play music through the
same pipes and bounce sound off
the same walls as so many of the
top organists from decades past,”
he said. “It is almost overwhelm-
ing, and something | will never for-
get.”

“Scott is a truly gifted musi-
cian,” said Julie Males, director of
the Pastoral Office for Worship and
RCIA. “He is extraordinarily talent-
ed, and has a great knowledge of
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organ repertoire.”

Foppiano began playing the
organ as a child in his hometown of
Memphis, Tenn.

As a student at St. Paul the
Apostle Catholic School, “I discov-
ered the grandeur and majesty of
the pipe organ,” he said.

“I was drawn to the organ and its
music in church by the grandeur of
its power and sound,” he said.
“However, as capable as the instru-
ment is of a majestic swell of
sound, it is also capable of some of
the most prayerful, reflective and
almost-inaudible nuances possi-
ble.”

He added, “As the Holy See pro-
claims, “The organ is the tradition-
al, preferred instrument for worship
in the Latin Church,” and | agree.”

The organ brings “substance and
a sense of the divine and the
sacred” to the Mass, Foppiano said.
“The Mass must bring us to a dif-
ferent and higher plane than that of
ordinary, everyday life: engaging
all of a participant’s being — sight,
sound, smell, taste, touch — a
kaleidoscope of dimensions in
which to approach and find God.

“I wish to add reverence, solem-
nity, majesty and a marked differ-
entiation between the secular and
the sacred.”

Since his arrival at St. Louis de
Montfort in 2005, Foppiano has
built up the parish’s program to
include a vested parish choir, a tre-
ble choir, a boys’ choir and a Schola
Cantorum specializing in early
music. He also has played at sever-
al diocesan liturgies at the
Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception, Lafayette.

Al Kresta to Redeemer Radio
and Our Lady of Good Hope
September 11th!

Al Kresta, convert from Protestant pastor to Catholic media
founder and missionary will broadeast “Kresta in the
Afterncon” live from the Redeemer Radio studio 4-6pm and
offer his inspiring conversion story at OLGH from 7:30-9pm

AM 1450

Streaming around the world ot
www.redeemerradio.com

New steeple in Kentland
a top-notch addition

BY CAROLINE B. MOONEY

KENTLAND — A new steeple,
with a cross pointing heavenward,
sits atop St. Joseph Church here, a
re-creation of the 1888 original.
“After all these years, it’s really
great to put it back the way it was
meant to be,” said Julie Schlotman,

parishioner of St. Joseph told The
Catholic Moment, newspaper of the
Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana.
“It’s just thrilling to see the new
steeple.”

Men worked in above 90-degree
heat to install the steeple on Aug. 22.

In 1962, the original steeple was
severely damaged in a wind storm.
A modernistic, wrought-iron

replacement costing $17,800, twice

the original price of the 1888

church, was erected in May 1962.
In the fall of 2005, Schlotman
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A crane lifts a new 32-foot tall, 3,000-pound steeple into place at St.
Joseph Church in Kentland. The steeple design is a re-creation of the

1888 original.

Bernotas, pastor of St. Joseph, to
propose installing a new steeple. He
found the cost would be about
$44.,000.

Don Funk, a former parishioner
now living in Chicago, offered to
match the contributions made by
parishioners. A notice was put in
the parish bulletin; within one
month, $22,000 was donated.

The new steeple is a visual repli-
ca of the church’s first steeple.
Father Bernotas used old drawings
to come up with the design.
Campbellsville Industries, Inc., of
Campbellsville, Ky., built the
steeple and installed it.

The base was custom-made to
fit the old tower, which is not
square, according to Andrew
Guljas, diocesan facilities manage-
ment coordinator.

The steeple is made of Alltrista
Zinc, a combination of zinc, copper
and titanium that is a lifetime, no
maintenance material.

“The new steeple should com-
plement the church very well,”
Father Bernotas said. “Though it’s
shiny now, as it ages it will turn
dark gray to look like the slate of
the original steeple.”

He explained that louvers on the
tower beneath the steeple don’t
duplicate the original louvers as
they were replaced in brick instead
of wood in 1962. The rest of the
roof area, however, is now identical
to that of the old church building.

Diedam Decorating of Kentland
did all the structural work in prepa-
ration for the installation. Brothers
Mike and Jim Diedam, both parish-
ioners of St. Joseph, were among
the work crew. Their father
installed the iron steeple in 1962.

A crane was extended to 120
feet to lift the 32-foot tall, 3,000-
pound steeple into place.

A 5-foot tall cross finished in
gold leaf was later attached to the
top.

St. Vincent de Paul Society of

5t. Joseph County, Inc.

Drawing to be held on September 15, 2007 at 5t. Vincent de Paul Society Thrift Store
[% =il

Seven Prizes Awarded:

Two Gift Cards for GROCERIES — $2,500 and $1,500
Two Gift Cards for HOUSEHOLD GOODS — $1,500 and $1,000
Two Gift Cards for GASOLINE— $1,000 and $500
One Gift Card for 5t. Vincent's Thrift Store— $100

TICKETS: $5 each, 3 tickets for $10 or 7 tickets for $20.

All proceeds to benefit the work of St. Vincent's to help

families with emergency food, clothing, household items " Raffle becomes a 50/50 if less than

and financial aid. Thank you for partnering with us in
this effort!

“Live singply so that others may simply live,”
-Muother Elizabeth Ann Seton

5,000 tickets are sold.

* Must be 18 vears of age or older to
purchase a ticket.
* Meed not be present to win

* Indiana Raffle License #110341,

cio Simple Living Raffle

To peevctse tickets By credit card please call (574 234-6000 (ext, 108 or 127),
Plese stk cliecks paypable to Saint Vingent de Pand Sociehy

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY — SIMPLE LIVING RAFFLE TICKET ORDER FORM
Feturn to 3408 Ardmore Trail, South Bend, 1IN 46628

Mame; PMlease send raffle ticket{s)
Alidress: for the Simple Living Raffle.

- (%5 each, 3 tickets for $10 or 7 Hokets
Phone Mumber: for %20
e TOTAL DUE: §




