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TODAY’S CATHOLIC June devotions celebrate
Corpus Christi, Sacred Heart

Two feasts coming
There are before us two feasts, which

have always appealed to me. We have the
feast of Corpus Christi and the feast of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Both came later in
the church. Corpus Christi is said to have
begun at the Cathedral in Orvieto, a town
on a hillside in Italy, which I once had the
privilege of visiting. There is a famous
Corpus Christi procession there every year.
The recent increase in the devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament is certainly the work of
the Holy Spirit. I have often said that I
wonder if I would be a priest except for
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament when I
was a young boy and later in the seminary.

Pope John Paul II and now Pope
Benedict XVI makes clear in his recent
post-snyodol apostolic exhortation,
“Sacramentum Caritatas” (“The Sacrament
of Charity”), the importance of prayer in
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. In a
little book Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (now
Benedict XVI) wrote entitled “Milestones,”
which is a kind of biography written up
until the time he came to Rome to serve in
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, he speaks of the time he spent in the
seminary — just after World War II — and
of many hours of prayer in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament.

I am grateful for those parishes like
Corpus Christi, South Bend; St. John, Fort
Wayne; St. Jude, Fort Wayne; and
Immaculate Conception, Auburn; which
have extended periods of prayer in the pres-
ence of the Blessed Sacrament. St. Jude’s
has had eucharistic adoration around the
clock for over 20 years.

The devotion to the Sacred Heart
I have been reading Pope Benedict’s new

book, “Jesus of Nazareth.” I find it enrich-
ing. His goal, he says, is to help people
contemplate the face of Christ. This was a
great theme of Pope John Paul II.
Interestingly, this is also the theme of our
150th anniversary.

Over the years, ordinary people, priests,
religious and laity have found themselves
drawn to a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. The feast of the Sacred Heart comes
out of such hunger. In Jesus Christ there is
a heart full of love for mankind. It is a love
both human and divine. This devotion fos-
tered strongly over the years by the Society
of Jesus, received great impetus from St.
Margaret Mary, a devout religious in Paris;
and from her personal experiences with
Christ. From her writing came such things
as the First Friday devotions, novenas to
the Sacred Heart and the enthronement in
the home of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Above all, the devotion to the Sacred
Heart is an invitation to a personal relation-
ship with someone who loves us. “Behold

this heart, which has so loved mankind.” I
recall at Our Lady of Presentation Parish,
the Novena to the Sacred Heart every
Friday night. During war time it was
packed, and even after the war, there were
large crowds. I always found it consoling.
Any day is a good day to pray in the pres-
ence of the Blessed Sacrament, but the feast
of the Sacred Heart would be a perfect day
to spend time in prayer and adoration.

A special Saturday
On Saturday, June 2, it will be my pleas-

ure to ordain two men to the diaconate.
This will give us four deacons in the dio-
cese, who are studying to be priests. One to
be ordained will be Andrew Curry, a parish-
ioner of Holy Family, South Bend. Drew, as
most people call him, is a graduate of Saint
Joseph’s High School, South Bend. He later
attended Franciscan University of
Steubenville, and after that taught one year
and coached basketball at Bishop Dwenger
High School. Drew is one of three children,
and his parents are Paul and Deborah
Curry. 

The other man to be ordained a deacon
is Kevin Bauman, who is a parishioner of
St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend. Kevin
is a little older and taught Spanish and
modern languages at the University of
Notre Dame, where he served as chair of
the Department of Romance Language. He
also is a graduate of Saint Joseph’s High
and Notre Dame. He is one of five children.
His dad is Michael, and his mother,
Rosemary, died some years ago.

They will be given assignments for this
summer to serve in one of our parishes and
will return to the Pontifical College
Josephinum to complete their studies in the
year to come.

A special invitation
I am grateful to Father Adam Schmitt,

who on May 25, celebrated 50 years to the
day of his ordination to the holy priesthood.
A large number of priests concelebrated
with him, along with Father Dan Leeuw,
who is also a golden jubilarian. The Mass
was held at St. Joseph Parish, Fort Wayne.
It was my privilege to speak on the holy
priesthood. 

Father Adam has had the great gift of
seeing his nephew, Father Anthony
Steinacker, ordained to the priesthood. 

Special time for high schools
I have recently celebrated baccalaureate

Masses and preached at Bishop Dwenger
and Bishop Luers and am now preparing
homilies for Marian and Saint Joseph’s
High. I sensed from the beginning of my
time here the importance of these four
schools, all of which have begun or are
contemplating building projects. So, it was
a joy to go over to Bishop Luers recently
and break a window to launch their next
phase. Bishop Luers is an important school
for many reasons. It is in a lower economic
area, and has greater diversity with many
African-American and Hispanic students.
Congratulations to the Bishop Luers family
for raising $3 million in pledges and for
beginning some major work on its infra-
structure. I broke the window with no side
effects. 

Pentecost: A special feast
I was off on a rainy Saturday to give the

sacrament of confirmation to 72 adults at
St. Matthew Cathedral. Everyone tells me I
should get a driver. It is not easy when you
go to South Bend with the intention of stay-
ing there for three or four days, which is
usually the case and is true this week also.
However, since I was up and down the
same day, I had our worthy diocesan master
of ceremonies, Jim Fitzpatrick, and interim
director of our Office of Worship do the
driving. Jim, along with 12 others, has
begun a course toward the diaconate. This
is the first class for the permanent dia-
conate in our diocese in the last 25 years. 

After ordaining 72 in a packed St.
Matthew Parish, we were on the way home,
with a short but delightful visit to a local
Burger King, where I had the original
chicken sandwich, along with a small
cheesecake. (It is Pentecost, after all.) Then
back to Fort Wayne. On Sunday, confirma-
tion for 45 more at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception. 

Our coming retreat
On Monday, I will join our priests for

our annual retreat. This year, we will hold it
at Oakwood Pastoral Center in Syracuse.
For many years we have held the retreat for
our priests at Notre Dame, which is always
so special with the grotto of the Blessed
Mother and the Basilica of the Sacred Heart
and where our priests are very much at
home. There is an Olympic-size pool for a
chance for a swim. However, we do stay in
a student residence, and while they give us
one of the modern ones, the facilities at
Oakwood are more comfortable, especially
for those of us who are a bit older. 

The main thing in the retreat is prayer.
We will, of course, have a room with the
Blessed Sacrament reserved. Our retreat
master will be Father Jim Steffes. Father
Jim is the rector of St. Mary’s Seminary in
Minnesota, where our college-age seminari-
ans study. He is an exemplary priest. I
know he will help us. 

After it is over, we will have a vote
among our priests as to which they prefer
— Oakwood or Notre Dame. 

I will be praying for all of you while on
retreat. Please pray for our priests. In some
parishes, you may have to have a simple
Communion service in the morning for
those who attend daily Mass, but it is very
important to have our entire presbyterate, or
at least a great majority, on retreat together. 

The road to the World Series continues.
Three straight over Texas. Twelve and a
half ahead of the Yankees. I suppose I
should feel some compassion for the
Yankees, but alas, it is not possible. Too
many painful memories. See you all next
week. 

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES



thrives for another, at least, 50
years. Our goal is to reduce oper-
ating costs and to improve our
learning environment.”

Discussing the renovations,
she added, “We will replace our
current boiler system. We will
install a new up-to-date heating
and cooling system, and this
phase will also include new light-
ing in our gymnasium and new
lighting in all of the hallways.”

The first phase of the project
was a $3 million pledge cam-
paign. Already, the school has
installed a lift to make the second
story handicap accessible.

Faith in Our Future capital
campaign coordinators Jason
Draper, a teacher at the school,
and Keith Poulter, assistant prin-
cipal, told Today’s Catholic that
$1.5 million of the $3 million
pledged has already been
received and puts the renovation
project about eight months ahead
of schedule. Poulter is very opti-
mistic that the school will be able
to launch into the second phase
of the capital drive, which
includes an auxiliary gymnasium-
multipurpose room.

“This project has the specific
goal of making our classrooms
more comfortable for the stu-
dents, making the hallways
brighter and more welcoming,
and reducing our energy costs.
We’re expecting significant cost
reductions,” said Keefer.

“We’re very proud of this
school. We love it,” Bishop
D’Arcy told the students before
the opening prayer. “We’re very
proud of its academic, athletic
and cultural accomplishments,
and this proves that the best days
for Bishop Luers are still ahead
of us.”

The bishop presented a check
of $65,000 from the high school
endowment, which will be used
for tuition.

Before donning the safety
glasses and gloves to break the
window, Bishop D’Arcy invited
Msgr. Lester to say a few words.
“Fifty years ago we did this very
thing — that is in 1957,” Msgr.
Lester said. “We opened the
school in ‘58, but we did ground-
breaking in 1957, just 50 years
from around this very time. So
we are so pleased to see what has
happened in 50 years. 

“Now the school got a little
older, but I never did,” joked
Msgr. Lester. “I am happy to be
with you all here today and to see
this marvelous improvement. It
fits well for the future of Bishop
Luers High School, and we’ll all
be here to help you and aid you
in any way we can. God bless
you all.”

Several hundred of the
school’s junior, sophomore and
freshmen classes cheered as the
window shattered. Students also
marked the occasion by releasing
49 red and 49 black balloons (the
school colors), one for each of
Bishop Luers’ 49 years of opera-
tion. 

An overview
Contractors will start work as

soon as possible to begin installa-
tion of new classroom ventilators.
The units will circulate fresh air,
heated or cooled as the season
demands. High efficiency boilers
and rooftop chillers will keep the
classrooms comfortable while
reducing energy costs. 

New high-efficiency lighting
will be installed in the corridors
and gymnasium. A total renova-
tion of classroom lighting is
planned for a later phase of reno-
vation. 

The most visible changes will
be a new main entry on Paulding
Road, and a facelift for the two-

story classroom complex on
Paulding Road and Noll Avenue.
The existing single-pane win-
dows on Paulding Road and Noll
Avenue will be replaced with
modern, energy-efficient glazing.
The building façade will be
updated to reduce heat loss. The
single story administrative-sci-
ence wing will also receive
updated window systems. 

But when students return to
classes late in the summer, they
probably won’t enjoy the new air
conditioning. Construction is
expected through the 2007-2008
school year.
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LUERS Collection supports
church communications
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Last weekend we celebrated the great feast of Pentecost, when
the Holy Spirit descended upon Christ’s disciples and gave them the
gift of preaching the Gospel in languages that each of their listeners
could understand. This challenge to bring the message of Christ to
every person in a way that he or she can understand has marked the
mission of the church ever since.

In our own time, the field of modern communications offers us
both new opportunities for evangelization and new challenges to our
life of faith. For this reason, the bishops of the United States estab-
lished the Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC) to fund media
projects that bring the church’s message to the men and women of
our time through radio, print, video, television and the Internet. The
money raised in this national collection also underwrites CCC’s
award-winning documentaries and its Spanish radio announcements
that reach over 28 million Hispanics.

More than 50 stations now air Catholic Radio Weekly, and CCC’s
Web site, www.usccb.org/ccc, features useful resources such as
MassTimes, a database of liturgy schedules for 23,000 parishes and
mission churches and reviews of movies and videos.

This weekend, June 2-3, we will have an opportunity to support
the church’s efforts to spread the message of Christ among the men
and women of our time and place through the annual collection for
the Catholic Communication Campaign. Although this is a nation-
wide collection, 50 percent of the money we raise will remain right
here in our own diocese to help support our televised Sunday Mass,
Today’s Catholic and our diocesan Office of Communications. I am
always grateful for your generosity in helping to bring the message
of Christ to more people in our country and our diocese through the
field of modern communications.

Sincerely yours in our Lord,

Most Reverend John M. D’Arcy

PROVIDED BY BISHOP LUERS HIGH SCHOOL

The renderings show the phase I renovations at Bishop Luers High
School in Fort Wayne.

Msgr. J. Willaim Lester’s historical role in Luers

Bishop John M.
D’Arcy welcomed
Msgr. J. William
Lester to say a
few words at the
renovation cere-
mony at Bishop
Luers High
School. Msgr.
Lester presented
the study to
Bishop Noll for
the need for
another Catholic
high school in
Fort Wayne.

T IM JOHNSON

Fifty years ago, Msgr. Lester was
the principal of Central Catholic
High School, which was out-
growing its building. With the
Gary Diocese breaking off from
Fort Wayne in 1957 and the
superintendent going with that
diocese, Msgr. Lester was asked
to be superintendent of the Fort
Wayne diocese. He was present
at the Luers groundbreaking 50
years ago and easily recognized
in the historical photos on display
at the ceremony.

Msgr. Lester, when principal
of Central Catholic, had conduct-
ed a study looking into baptismal

certificates and following those
students through Catholic
schools. He presented his find-
ings to Bishop John Francis Noll
on Bishop’s Island at Sylvan
Lake, at which Bishop Noll
responded, “Well, we’ll just have
to build another school.”

Msgr. Lester arranged for the
Franciscan orders — the sister,
priests and brothers — to staff
the school and to take charge of
nearby St. Therese Parish in Fort
Wayne as a mission. The
Franciscans held a presence at
Bishop Luers through the 1980s. 

Pope says colonization
brought injustices,
opened way for Gospel 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI said the coloniza-
tion of the Americas brought injus-
tices and sufferings to the native
peoples, but it also opened the
way to the proclamation of the
Gospel and a unique “dialogue of
faith and culture.”

The pope used his May 23 gen-
eral audience to review what he
called his “unforgettable” May 9-
13 visit to Brazil. With the sun
beating down on St. Peter’s
Square, before going to greet peo-
ple in the crowd, the pope donned
a “galero,” a wide-brimmed red
straw hat.

“My trip first of all had the
value of being an act of praise to
God for the marvels worked
among the peoples of Latin
America, for the faith that has ani-
mated their lives and cultures for
more than 500 years,” he said.

The pope said the Catholic
faith has and continues to be part
of the living history of the Latin
American peoples as seen in their
“popular piety and art in dialogue
with the rich pre-Columbian tradi-
tions and then with the multiple
influences of Europe and the other
continents.”

Pope Benedict said that in
remembering the continent’s histo-
ry, “one cannot ignore the shad-
ows that accompanied the work of

the evangelization of the Latin
American continent.”

“It is not possible, in fact, to
forget the sufferings and injustices
inflicted by the colonizers on the
indigenous populations whose
human and basic rights often were
trampled,” he said.

Pope Benedict’s comments at
the audience appeared to be a
response to some criticisms raised
over his remarks in Brazil that the
Catholic faith was not imposed on
the indigenous peoples.

At his audience, the pope said,
“the obligatory mention of the
unjustifiable crimes” committed
against the continent’s indigenous
peoples, “crimes that even then
were denounced by missionaries
like (Dominican Father)
Bartolome de las Casas” must not
prevent people from giving thanks
for “the marvelous work carried
out by divine grace among those
peoples over the course of the cen-
turies.”

The Gospel and the local cul-
tures, he said, came together in a
“dynamic synthesis” that now
forms “the identity of the Latin
American people.”

Pope Benedict said that in the
era of globalization “this
Catholic identity presents itself
as the most appropriate response,
if it is animated by a serious spir-
itual formation and the principles
of the social doctrine of the
church.”

B Y  C I N D Y  W O O D E N
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Bishop Wenski testifies on immigration reform before House panel 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
problem that must be solved by
immigration reform “is not the
immigrants” but “the broken sys-
tem,” the former chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee on
Migration told a House subcom-
mittee.

In testimony May 22 before
the House Subcommittee on
Immigration, Citizenship,
Refugees, Border Security and
International Law, Bishop
Thomas G. Wenski of Orlando,
Fla., urged lawmakers to produce
legislation that would reform the
current immigration system and
respect the dignity and rights of
immigrants and migrant workers.

He spoke on behalf of the U.S.
bishops about comprehensive
immigration reform, joining rep-
resentatives of other religious
denominations in giving testimo-
ny to the subcommittee.

Before the hearing, Bishop
Wenski told Catholic News
Service that one of the most
important aspects of immigration

reform is to ensure that policies
would help unite families and not
divide them.

He expressed concern in his
testimony that the current Senate
bill would separate families by
replacing the family preference
system with a merit-based system
and by capping the number of
visas for parents of U.S. citizens.

“From the church perspective,
a family member from Central
America, Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean or elsewhere could
well offer the country as much as
a computer software engineer,”
he said. “We should not abandon
family unity as the cornerstone of
our immigration system.”

He also encouraged lawmakers
to reconsider the temporary
worker program, the reconfigura-
tion of the legal immigrant sys-
tem and the legalization program
in the Senate bill.

On May 23, senators passed
an amendment to the bill to
reduce the number of temporary
workers from 400,000 to
200,000.

Bishop Wenski said the tem-
porary worker program would

create an “underclass of workers
in our society who are easily
exploitable and without full rights
and privileges in the society.” In
addition, the bishops believe
requiring workers to return home
for a full year every two years
could encourage some to remain
illegally.

Instead of the temporary work-
er program, Bishop Wenski pro-
posed elements of a “new worker
visa program” agreed on by both
U.S. and Mexican bishops as
ways to safeguard the rights of
migrant workers.

Bishop Wenski said a new
worker program should require
migrant workers to be given the
same wage levels, benefits and
worker protections that other
workers are granted.

He also said the workers
should be able to sue in federal
court for violation of their rights
and should be able to earn perma-
nent residency over time.

As part of comprehensive
immigration reform, the bishops
also believe an earned legaliza-
tion program for the 12 million
undocumented workers is neces-

sary and would benefit national
security by creating an opportuni-
ty to identify those living in the
country illegally.

On the West Coast, the church
also is taking action to encourage
lawmakers to support fair and
just immigration reform.

On May 29, Auxiliary Bishop
Ignatius Wang of San Francisco
and Auxiliary Bishop Oscar A.
Solis of Los Angeles were to
deliver 45,000 petitions to the
California offices of U.S. Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., in
addition to 5,000 petitions previ-
ously delivered to the senator.

Before the hearing, Bishop
Wenski dismissed the idea that
the church is involved in the
immigration debate to gain more
members, as political pundit Bill
O’Reilly had suggested in light of
the fact that many Hispanics are
Catholic.

“We’re involved in this issue
because it touches human lives
and that’s what the church cares
about — human beings and their
souls,” the bishop said.

The church has a strong inter-
est in the current immigration
debate because of its history of
assisting immigrants and its

social teaching, Bishop Wenski
said.

“As providers of pastoral and
social services to immigrants
throughout the nation, we in the
Catholic Church witness the
human consequences of a broken
immigration system every day in
our parishes, social service pro-
grams, hospitals and schools,” he
said. The church sees divided
families and exploited workers
under the current system, he
added.

In the past 100 years, the
Catholic Church has developed a
body of teachings on migration,
the bishop said.

“Pope John Paul II stated that
there is a need to balance the
rights of nations to control their
borders with basic human rights,
including the right to work,”
Bishop Wenski testified.

At the end of the hearing, mem-
bers of the subcommittee acknowl-
edged that faith communities have
a role to play in the debate because
of the close ties between churches
and immigrants.

“For me it is very important to
hear from the faith community as
we go through this debate,” said
Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minn.

B Y  A N D R E A  S L I V K A
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FORT WAYNE — A special visi-
tor from Mexico arrived last
week to the delight of many
Hispanic Catholics within the
diocese. Luis Artemio Flores
Calzada, bishop of Valle De
Chalco, Mexico, spent an extend-
ed and very busy weekend visit-
ing Father Manuel Evangelista,
the Hispanic communities and
parishes in the diocese and
Bishop John M. D’Arcy as well.
Translators were on hand at each
event, including Enid Roman-De
Jesus, coordinator of the Office of
Hispanic Ministries. 

Bishop D’Arcy and Bishop
Calzada have collaborated in the
past on the issue of the shortage
of priests in this diocese. Three
years ago, Father Manuel
Evangelista, whose cousin, Father
Constantino Rocha, is currently
associate pastor at St. John the
Evangelist in Goshen, was asked
to serve in Fort Wayne at St.
Patrick Parish. He has since been
assigned as associate pastor of St.
Michael, Plymouth, and St.
Dominic in Bremen, where he
ministers to the Hispanic commu-
nity.

The Mexican bishop arrived in
Plymouth and was warmed by the
welcome he received saying, “The
people were incredible to me.
They were very hospitable to me.” 

The heart of his trip was cen-
tered on getting to know the peo-
ple his Latin American priest,
Father Evangelista, shepherds. “I
came to know the different com-
munities here and celebrate Mass
with them,” he said. 

His first event on Saturday was
celebrating Mass in Plymouth for
the St. Michael first holy commu-
nicants. He was pleased to work
alongside Father Bill Kummer,
pastor of St. Michael, saying,
“Father Kummer participated with
much joy and was very hospitable”
That afternoon Bishop Calzada
traveled to Goshen where he cele-
brated another Mass at St.
Dominic Parish. 

Of Father Evangelista’s pas-
toral work there the bishop said,
“They told me everything good
about his work. My impression is
that the people, especially
Hispanics and Mexicans, are
appreciative when they have a
priest who speaks their language
and comes from their culture.” 

The bishop said he was pleased
that so many people came to the
Masses he celebrated. “So many
families came together, so many
young people ... and they took part
in the liturgy and the party after-
wards as well.” 

The parish community in
Plymouth hosted a “fiesta” for the
visiting bishop with culinary
delights including chicken dishes,
salads and fruit. “They were very

happy,” Bishop Calzada said, smil-
ing. “I was happy to be with them,
as if we were in Mexico.”

Saturday evening found the
bishop snugly tucked in the
Warsaw area where he would con-
tinue his whirlwind tour the fol-

lowing day.
The congregation of Our Lady

of Guadalupe, along with Father
Paul Bueter, pastor there, gathered
to celebrate Sunday morning Mass
with their esteemed visitor. Of the
church and shrine the Mexican
bishop said, “It is very beautiful.
But most important is the commu-
nity there who worship.”
Following the Mass, the bishop
was delighted to share a meal with
those parishioners. 

The bishop was also able to
tour the Notre Dame campus later
that day and said of the visit, “I
was very impressed with the
Catholic university where they pre-
pare professionals. The basilica
was impressive and part of the uni-
versity. You don’t see that in
Mexico. It (religion and education)
is separate.”

Monday, the bishop found him-
self in Fort Wayne where he and
Bishop D’Arcy had “an important
encounter” concelebrating Mass in
the chapel of Bishop D’Arcy’s
home. 

Following lunch the two shep-
herds spoke of pastoral work with-
in the diocese and the “devotion of
Bishop D’Arcy to serve all people,
especially the Spanish communi-
ty.” Bishop Calzada reported that
Bishop D’Arcy is “happy to know
Father Evangelista and the way he
works with the Hispanic communi-
ty.” After capturing the meeting on
camera, Bishop D’Arcy presented

his visitor with Pope Benedict’s
new book, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Over a dozen Hispanic mem-
bers of St. Patrick, Fort Wayne, St.
Michael, Plymouth, and St.
Dominic, Bremen, met with the
bishop for dinner at the
Archbishop Noll Catholic Center
Monday evening where they
shared their stories of immigration
and struggle. 

Bishop Calzada believes it is
important to have a relationship
with other dioceses, to serve the
Hispanic community. 

“There is a big need,” he
reported. “I believe the church is
one. We have to collaborate since
the diocese welcomes immigrants
here.” 

Of immigration he said from
the heart, “Every immigrant looks
for a better life when they begin
their journey. They are not crimi-
nals or illegal. The world belongs
to everyone. Wherever you go, one
should give the good to the place
where one arrives.”

Bishop Flores Calzada returned
to Mexico on Tuesday, following
the celebration of a private Mass in
MacDougal Chapel, taking with
him “a good impression of the
whole diocese and the experience.” 

He added that “the geographic
area is a beautiful place and the
diocese is blessed by the pastor
(Bishop D’Arcy) who worries
about the Catholics he serves,
whatever their nationality.”

Mexican Bishop Flores Calzada visits area Hispanic communities
B Y  K A Y  C O Z A D

KAY COZAD

Hispanic Catholics within the dio-
cese were visited last week by Luis
Artemio Flores Calzada, bishop of
Valle De Chalco, Mexico. He is
shown at a private Mass at
MacDougall Chapel May 22.
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Bishops’ work group affirms church
anti-abuse education programs

the Congregation of Holy Cross
since first coming to Notre
Dame, and also serves on Notre
Dame’s Student-Athlete Drug
Testing Committee, the
Committee for Academic and
Student Life and the University
Wellness Committee.

Steibe-Pasalich also has been
a member of the diocesan Lay
Review and Advisory Board for
the Protection of Children and
Young People since its inception
in 2002. That board advises
Bishop John M. D’Arcy by
reviewing cases and making rec-
ommendations for providing a
safe environment in church-affili-
ated venues and programs.
Bishop D’Arcy is chairman of the
diocesan board.

“It is a wonderful board with
brilliant people who are commit-
ted Catholics, who take their role
seriously and offer great advice,”
Steibe-Pasalich said, endorsing
the wisdom of tapping into the
knowledge and experience of lay
experts.

Her role on the National
Review Board will be different,
she explained, because the
national board does not deal with
specific cases. Rather, the nation-
al board provides policy advice to
the USCCB and approves reports
on implementing the 2002
Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People in
every diocese. 

The national board also com-
missions studies that have to do
with sexual abuse. The first study
was on the nature and scope of the
sexual abuse problem in the
church. The second study deals
with causes and context. Referring

to the second study, Steibe-
Pasalich explained that “It’s an
exciting time for me to be on the
board as a psychologist,” because
psychologists study behavior,
causes and treatment.

The other new members join-
ing the National Review Board
are: Judge Michael R. Merz of
Dayton, Ohio, who will be the
new chair; Dr. Emmet M.
Kenney, Jr., a psychiatrist in
Fargo, N.D.; Diane M. Knight, a
social services professional who
recently retired as executive
director of Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee;
Judge Robert C. Kohm, a justice
of the Supreme Court of the State
of New York; and Dr. José
Santiago, a psychiatrist who is
senior vice president and chief
medical officer of the Carondelet
Health Network in Tucson, Ariz.

The National Board Members
all are appointed by and report to
Bishop Skylstad, president of the
NCCB. They serve a three-year
term and meet as a board five
times a year. Their service is vol-
untary.

Steibe-Pasalich’s service on
the diocesan review board also is
uncompensated financially, but is
rewarding in other ways, she told
Today’s Catholic. She said that
her experience on the diocesan
review board had been “wonder-
ful” because of the high quality
of the other members of the
board and because Bishop John
M. D’Arcy listens well and takes
the board’s advice into account
when he makes decisions.

Steibe-Pasalich is married to
Dan Pasalich, a financial consult-
ant for Wells Fargo Bank. They
are the parents of one child,
Danielle, who is a fifth grader at
Stanley Clark School in South
Bend. The family belongs to St.
Joseph Parish, South Bend.
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WASHINGTON (CNS) — A
report sent to the U.S. bishops by
their National Review Board and
Committee for the Protection of
Children and Young People said
the safe environment education
programs for children in dioceses
across the nation are “a major
accomplishment and one that
must continually be maintained
and reinforced.”

It proposed criteria for evalu-
ating and improving those pro-
grams, which are intended to pre-
vent the sexual abuse of children
and young people and to help
them recognize it if it occurs and
report it to adults.

The report recommended
strengthening the training of
teachers and catechists who are
called on to teach children in age-
appropriate ways what they need
to know to help them to avoid
inappropriate touching or behav-
ior and to report it when it
occurs.

It assessed objections to such
programs in some quarters, par-
ticularly a 55-page criticism, “To
Protect and to Prevent,” issued
last fall by a task force of the
Catholic Medical Association,
which called for the abolition of
such programs.

But the report concluded that
“there is evidence safe environ-
ment programs for children have
a positive effect on children, are
consistent with the science of
child development and are in
accord with the teachings of the
Catholic Church.”

It recommended that “children
and young people receive safety
training annually at each grade
level and that this training is rein-
forced with regularity within the
program and at home.”

It also recommended the use
of “technology such as CD or
DVD to present material, to
assure consistency of content and
approach.”

It suggested approaching pub-
lishers of religious education and
catechetical texts “to integrate
and/or align safety training into
their materials.” It noted that one
of the biggest challenges in safety
training for children is incorpo-
rating such training into parish
catechetical programs for those
children who are not in Catholic
schools.

Article 12 of the “Charter for
the Protection of Children and
Young People” adopted by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops in 2001 requires all dio-
ceses to establish ongoing safe
environment education programs,
including age-appropriate educa-
tion of children, as part of the
church’s effort to prevent sexual
abuse of minors.

The new report to the bishops,
“Safe Environment Training of
Children in the Catholic Church,”
was written by the Safe
Environment Work Group, head-
ed by Bishop Stephen E. Blaire
of Stockton, Calif., a member of
the USCCB Committee for the
Protection of Children and Young
People.

The work group consisted of
him and six other members
selected by Bishop Gregory M.
Aymond of Austin, Texas, head
of the committee, and Patricia O.
Ewers, chairwoman of the
National Review Board. Three of
the members were bishops, two
were from the review board and
two were lay experts in educa-
tion.

The work group said all safety
training programs run by the
church must conform to the
teaching of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church that “the human
body shares in the dignity of the
image of God.”

It said other criteria of content
appropriate for safety training at
all grade levels are:

• “Parts of our bodies are con-
sidered private and we respect
these in self and others.

• “I am a person loved by God
and deserving of respect.

• “There is a difference
between safe and unsafe touch.

• “It is all right to say ‘no’ to
violation of personal space.

• “It is important to report
abuse of self or others until one is
believed.

• “There are strategies to help
protect oneself.”

Materials for grades 7-12
should also include training that
“a healthy relationship requires
individuals to support the life and
dignity of one another in all
respects,” it said.

For content for grades 9-12 it
added two more criteria:

• “All persons have the right
to expect personal and vocational
lives free from harassment.

• “Every person has the obli-
gation to ensure that those whom
he or she leads or supervises are
free of harassment.”

Part of the work group’s report
was a response to objections
against such programs, especially
those raised by the task force of
the Catholic Medical Association.

The task force had argued that
such programs for children were
ineffective, potentially damaging
to children and families, and
“inconsistent with the church’s
teaching on the education of chil-
dren in matters pertaining to for-

mation in sexual morality.”
Accompanying the work

group’s report were two assess-
ments of the task force’s critique:
one by moral theologian John S.
Grabowski of The Catholic
University of America in
Washington, the other by sociolo-
gist David Finkelhor, director of
the Crimes Against Children
Research Center at the University
of New Hampshire.

“Dr. Finkelhor indicated that
while the evidence of effective-
ness (of such safety training) is
far from conclusive it does sug-
gest that school-based prevention
education programs are worth
implementing as a component of
a more comprehensive strategy to
prevent the sexual abuse of chil-
dren,” the report said.

“A study conducted in 1995
by Dr. Finkelhor failed to find
that children with prior exposure
to prevention programs had fewer
subsequent victimizations,” it
added. “However, the study indi-
cated that exposure to prevention
education increased the likeli-
hood that children would dis-
close, resulting in termination or
shorter duration of the abuse,
mobilization of assistance, reduc-
tion in isolation and the children
seeing that they had successfully
protected themselves. Exposure
to prevention training also
decreased the likelihood that chil-
dren would blame themselves.”

Grabowski pointed out that the
task force paper was selective in
its treatment of church teaching
on parental rights in education
and not clear enough about the
role the church attributes to edu-
cators in assisting parents in that
task.

The work group’s report was
approved by the National Review
Board at a meeting in February
and by Bishop Aymond’s com-
mittee at its meeting in March. It
was sent out to the bishops at the
end of April.
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ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH HOLDS
‘TOPPING OFF’ CEREMONY

KATHY DENICE

Father Jim Shafer, pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

in Fort Wayne, Father Bernard Ramenaden, assistant pas-

tor, and the schoolchildren of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

joined the workers from Weigand Construction May 14 for

the “topping off” celebration of their new parish activities

center. In large building construction, topping off is the

placement of the piece of the structure that will form the

highest elevation. In keeping with this Scandinavian prac-

tice, an evergreen to symbolize life and the American flag

to symbolize patriotism was placed on the steel structure.



The challenge: Does
seven days on food
stamps make one weak?
WASHINGTON (CNS) — It’s one
thing to walk in somebody else’s
shoes. It’s another thing to live in
somebody else’s pantry — for an
entire week. Yet that’s just what
four members of Congress did in
mid-May. Reps. Jim McGovern, D-
Mass., and JoAnn Emerson, R-
Mo., co-chairs of the Congressional
Hunger Caucus, issued the “Food
Stamp Challenge” to their col-
leagues in both the House and the
Senate to do what millions of
Americans are expected to do each
week: live off the groceries pur-
chased with food stamps. For a sin-
gle person, that comes to $21 —
one dollar for each meal, each day.
Only two members in the House,
Reps. Tim Ryan, D-Ohio, and Jan
Schakowsky, D-Ill., took up the
challenge; McGovern and
Emerson, having issued the chal-
lenge, did so as well. The challenge
showed how far $21 of groceries go
today. The answer: Not very. For
Ryan, a Catholic, “the real lesson is
not that you can’t get food or not
enough food, but it’s the kind of
food you eat,” he told Catholic
News Service. Ryan’s menu for the
week consisted largely of angel-
hair pasta, spaghetti sauce, peanut
butter and jelly, wheat bread, corn-
meal and cottage cheese.

Report on children’s 
welfare highlight 
familiar problem
WASHINGTON (CNS) — When
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-
Calif., hosted a national summit on
child welfare, she shined a light on
a problem that is all too familiar to
officials of Catholic Charities USA.
“The numbers are moving in the
wrong direction,” said Desmond
Brown, director of health and wel-
fare policy at Catholic Charities
USA, about a new report released
by the National Center for Children
in Poverty to coincide with the
summit. The report said 42 percent
of U.S. children under the age of 6
— roughly 10 million — are vul-
nerable to poor health and substan-
dard education, largely as a result of
poverty and economic hardships.
“We have gathered today to begin
what will be a long-term conversa-
tion, and to signal our deep com-
mitment to caring for our children
and creating a prosperous future for
them and for our entire nation,”
Pelosi said at the May 22 summit in
Washington, attended by academic
and policy leaders who spoke about
the state of early childhood devel-
opment in the U.S.

Kansas diocese marks
Rural Life Day with Mass,
talk on resources
SALINA, Kan. (CNS) —
Convincing Americans how to be
better stewards of their natural
resources has been a 30-year quest
for the Land Institute of Salina.
“We need to turn things around
right away,” Ken Warren, the insti-
tute’s managing director, told mem-
bers of the Salina Diocese’s Rural
Life Commission at Rural Life Day
activities coinciding with the May
15 feast of St. Isidore, the patron
saint of farmers and rural commu-

nities. The day concluded with a
Mass celebrated by Salina Bishop
Paul S. Coakley at Immaculate
Conception Church in Solomon.
Warren said the best description
he’s read of what the Land Institute
does is promoting “nothing less
than the overthrow of agriculture as
we know it.” He was quick to say,
however, that the institute does not
disparage farmers. “It’s a problem
of agriculture,” he said. “We’ve had
it wrong for a long time.” What
institute founder Wes Jackson and
his staff want to do is reverse the
depletion of soil, water, oil, miner-
als and air.

Pope supports Italian
bishops’ promotion of
pro-family policies
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI gave his full support
to the Italian bishops’ efforts to pro-
mote public policies aimed at help-
ing the traditional family.
Addressing the annual meeting of
the Italian bishops’ conference May
24, Pope Benedict said the bishops’
pro-family initiatives were “in full
agreement with the constant teach-
ing of the Apostolic See.” The bish-
ops have been criticized by some
for “interfering” in Italian politics,
and the president of the bishops’
conference, Archbishop Angelo
Bagnasco of Genoa, has been given
a police escort after receiving death
threats. Pope Benedict told the
bishops that while the church
respects the separation of church
and state “we cannot help concern-
ing ourselves with that which is
good” for the person, created in the
image of God, and for society. The

gathering of some 1 million people
in Rome May 12 to celebrate the
traditional family and call for fami-
ly-friendly policies confirmed the
fact that Italians still believe in the
family, the pope said.

Woman charged with
stealing $525,000 from
girls’ Catholic high
school
CLEVELAND (CNS) — Colleen
Kempf of Olmsted Falls has been
charged with stealing $525,000
from St. Joseph Academy, an all-
girls Catholic high school in
Cleveland where she worked until
last fall. Kempf, 46, was charged
with one count of theft and
arraigned May 15 before Cuyahoga
County Common Pleas Judge
Joseph D. Russo. Mary Ann
Corrigan-Davis, St. Joseph
Academy president, said the
charges came about after the
school’s director of finance, Moira
McGreer, discovered irregularities
in financial records last fall. The
school immediately called in fraud
examiners who worked with school
officials. During the investigation
Kempf admitted altering the
ledgers, but at the time of arraign-
ment it was not known whether she
would face trial or reach a plea
agreement. If found guilty, she
could face up to five years in
prison. St. Joseph Academy, found-
ed by the Sisters of St. Joseph in
1890, has 660 students. Kempf
graduated from the academy in
1978 and sent her own daughters
there as well.

Pope names North
Americans to two Vatican
offices
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI has named several
North Americans as members of
two Vatican offices. He named
Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien,
head of the U.S. Archdiocese for
the Military Services, to be a mem-
ber of the Congregation for
Catholic Education. The congrega-
tion includes responsibility for
Catholic seminaries, and
Archbishop O’Brien is the former
rector of the Pontifical North
American College, the U.S. semi-
nary in Rome. Among other mem-
bers of the congregation named
May 24 were U.S. Cardinal
William J. Levada, prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, and Canadian Cardinal
Marc Ouellet of Quebec. Also May
24, the Vatican announced a mar-
ried couple as new members of the
Pontifical Council for the Family:
Carl A. and Dorian Anderson of
Madison, Conn. Carl Anderson is
the supreme knight of the Knights
of Columbus and a member of the
Pontifical Academy for Life.

Vatican official tells U.N.
world must boost funds
for AIDS drugs
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) — The
world community needs to boost its
funding for providing antiretroviral
drugs to people with HIV in poor
countries, a top Vatican official told
the U.N. General Assembly May

22. Archbishop Celestino Migliore,
the Vatican nuncio at the United
Nations, said the apparently huge
amount of money needed to bring
life-saving drugs to those who can-
not afford them would average out
to “only $3 to $4 per person on the
planet.” The fact that only 28 per-
cent of the 7.1 million people get
the antiretroviral treatment they
need “represents a sorrowful ratio,”
he said. Archbishop Migliore spoke
during the 61st session of the U.N.
General Assembly, which met to
follow up on the “Implementation
of the Declaration of Commitment
on HIV/AIDS.” In 2001, govern-
ments pledged to help provide uni-
versal access to HIV prevention
programs, treatment, care and sup-
port by 2010.

Iraqi bishop says 
kidnapped priest
returned unharmed
ROME (CNS) — After three days
in the hands of kidnappers, an Iraqi
Chaldean Catholic priest was
released shaken, but healthy, a
Rome-based missionary news
agency reported. Father Nawzat
Hanna, a pastor in Baghdad’s
Baladiyat neighborhood, was
released late May 21. He had been
visiting a sick parishioner May 19
when he was seized by a group of
men who apparently had been wait-
ing for him. Chaldean Auxiliary
Bishop Shlemon Warduni of
Baghdad told AsiaNews that he had
been given the location of “a place
in the city” where he would find the
priest at about 9:30 p.m. May 21.
“When he saw me, Father Nawzat
embraced me tightly, cried and was
very shaken; then he thanked
everyone who had prayed for him,”
Bishop Warduni said. Speaking
May 22, the bishop said, “I hope he
has the courage to continue serving
the church in Iraq. His family
already has moved abroad, but he
had chosen to remain here, to
remain at the side of his faithful.”
The AsiaNews report did not say
what finally led to the priest’s
release.

South African bishop 
discusses finding Jesus in
HIV/AIDS care
KAMPALA, Uganda (CNS) —
Although no easy answers can be
found in the suffering of people
affected by HIV/AIDS, God is with
them and their caregivers, said a
South African bishop. “There are
no easy answers to the suffering of
the people, and those who tell the
poor and the sick that there is a cure
are hiding the truth,” said Bishop
Kevin Dowling of Rustensburg,
South Africa. “But the truth is that
God is with us in all these suffering
(people). I am not a specialist in
HIV/AIDS, but I am simply sharing
my story — the story of my peo-
ple,” Bishop Dowling said during a
series of talks on HIV/AIDS care
sponsored by Hospice Africa in
Uganda, a home-care organization.
“I want to share with you how I
have found the God of love in this
ministry, because I truly believe
God is with us to help us do his
work.” Jesus did not come to
explain away suffering and did not
tell people there is no suffering,
said the bishop, but he wanted to
feel people’s suffering.
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A group of retired telephone employees called the Southwestern Bell Pioneers construct

a wooden wheelchair ramp by the front door of Father Udochukwu “Udo” Vincent

Ogbuji’s new home in Little Rock, Ark. Parishioners at Christ the King Church in Little

Rock helped renovate the house in less than two weeks for the Nigerian-born priest, who

suffered paralysis following a car wreck.

VOLUNTEERS CONSTRUCT WHEELCHAIR RAMP 
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Diocesan seminarians
receive degrees at
Josephinum
COLUMBUS, Ohio — “Each of
you has played a unique role in
making the Josephinum what it is
today,” said Rector and President
Msgr. Paul Langsfeld, STD, to the
2007 graduating class of the
Pontifical College Josephinum at
the seminary’s 108th baccalaure-
ate Mass and commencement
exercises on May 12. 

More than 30 students from 17
different dioceses were awarded
degrees from one of the school’s
three programs of formation for
the Catholic priesthood: the
College of Liberal Arts, Pre-
Theology Program and School of
Theology.

The morning of celebration
began with baccalaureate Mass in
St. Turibius Chapel with Auxiliary
Bishop Earl Boyea of Detroit and
former Josephinum rector (2000-
2002), as principal celebrant and
homilist. 

Bishop Boyea focused much of
his homily on the concept of time
— past, present and future. “From
day to day, the church changes,”
he said. “Our life changes —
sometimes for better, sometimes
for worse. But through it all, the
Lord is the Lord of all times.” The
bishop urged the graduates to
avoid dwelling on the past —
either in regret or nostalgia — to
the point where it detains one
from moving forward. He advised
the seminarians to avoid the temp-
tation to focus on the future and
the ambition that often accompa-
nies it. 

“We all want our talents and
gifts recognized,” he said. “But to
focus too much in this area means
that we have not really made a gift
of our life to the Lord.” The key is
to remain in the present and to
dwell on the time at hand. “We
cannot long for the past or yearn
for the future. Rather, here and
now we listen to the voice of the
Lord who calls us. Today is our
day to be the sons and daughters
we are called to be at this
moment.”

After a celebratory luncheon,
faculty, staff, seminarians and
guests assembled in the Msgr.
Leonard Fick Auditorium for the
commencement exercises. Msgr.
Langsfeld acknowledged faculty
members.

The awarding of degrees fol-
lowed: 10 seniors in the College
of Liberal Arts received a bachelor
of arts; seven pre-theology stu-
dents earned a bachelor of philos-
ophy while two others in the same
program earned a certificate of
achievement in philosophical and
theological studies. 

The degree master of divinity,
which signifies completion of the
requirements for ordination, was
awarded to 17 graduates of the
School of Theology, four of whom
also earned a master of arts in the-
ology. Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend seminarian Bob
Lengerich earned a Bachelor of
Sacred Theology (STB), the first
pontifical degrees conferred by
the Josephinum since its affilia-
tion with the Pontifical Lateran
University in Rome nearly two
years ago. Deacon Lengerich and
the seminarians who earned mas-
ter of arts degrees, “achieved a
quality of scholarship that sug-

gests the ability to do further seri-
ous theological work and to make
original contributions to the
field,” said Msgr. Langsfeld.

The Pontifical College
Josephinum’s 108th commence-
ment was brought to a close with
remarks from Msgr. Langsfeld:
“As our graduates bid farewell to
the Josephinum, they will remain
part of the community, united with
each other in the Spirit wherever
they are. May God who began his
good work in them during their
years at the Josephinum bring his
purpose for them to fulfillment
where they may serve him.”

Basilica of the Sacred
Heart spires removed,
redesigned as a 
precaution
NOTRE DAME — The Basilica
of the Sacred Heart at the
University of Notre Dame was
closed from May 22-24 to remove
three spires from the church’s bell
tower. The daily 11:30 a.m. Mass
was moved to the basilica’s crypt
during the project.

The work was done as a pre-
caution after strong winds last
May 15 caused a fourth spire to
crash to the ground. No one was
hurt in that incident.

There were no visible signs of
distress to the remaining three
spires, according to Notre Dame’s
architect, Doug Marsh, but univer-

sity officials decided to be proac-
tively cautious and remove them.
A cap was placed over the bases of
the spires to seal off water.

Marsh said all of the spires will
be reinstalled after engineers
redesign them. No time frame or
cost estimates are available at this
time.

Saint Joseph’s fed team
goes to national 
challenge
SOUTH BEND — The Saint
Joseph’s High School Fed
Challenge team has been on top
during 2007 with a win at the
State Championship, the Regional
Competition in Chicago and their
recent achievement of being in the
final four at the Fed Challenge, a
national economics challenge in
Washington, D.C.

“I believe the success of this
year’s team is their preparation for
the Q-and-A portion of the compe-
tition. The team reads the research
and analysis, has a command of
the current topics of discussion at
the fed and are motivated to read
more in preparation for the nation-
al competition at the Board of
Governors. Their teamwork also
plays a role in their success; they
alert each other to articles that fit
another person’s expertise. Their
teamwork during the Q-and-A is
also another reason for their suc-
cess,” said Julie Chismar who
coaches the team at Saint Joseph’s

High School along with English
teacher Phil DePauw.

Fed Challenge is a national
program where high schools and
colleges field teams to debate
monetary policy. This was the
school’s third trip to nationals
since it formed a team in 1999.
For the competition, students
make a presentation on the U.S.
economy, followed by a monetary
policy recommendation. Then
they have to field questions from
the experts, who are usually offi-
cials from the Federal Reserve and
help to write the policy the stu-
dents are debating.

“The Fed Challenge program
requires the students of macroeco-
nomics to apply the theory they
learn in the textbook to the current
economy. All students in the
macro class study the current
economy in preparation for their
Fed Challenge presentation. The
presentation requires teams of stu-
dents to forecast economic
growth, inflation, and to identify
the risks and imbalances in the
current economy. The students
make a recommendation for short-
term interest rates based on their
analysis of the current economy,”
said Chismar. “Enrollment in AP
Macroeconomics has more than
doubled since the introduction of
the Fed Challenge program. The
‘dismal’ science comes alive as
students use the same economic
indicators used by the Federal
Reserve in assessing the current
state of the economy for their pre-

sentations to university econo-
mists at the end of the semester. In
addition, the conversations of
these high school students change.
They talk about inflation, the CPI,
personal consumption expendi-
tures deflator, the yield curve,
speeches of Chairman Bernanke
and Fed Governors. Students
preparing for their Fed Challenge
presentation anxiously await the
FOMC statement at 2:15 on
FOMC meeting days. Most
importantly the Fed Challenge
creates economic literacy and
informed citizens.”

The Fed Challenge team for
Saint Joseph’s High School con-
sists of Zach Stangebye, Matt
Pellegrino, Drew Olson, Elise
Jordan, Phil Langthorne and Katie
Watkins.

Luers students receive
scholar-athlete award
FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School seniors Robert
Handel and Kristen Dirig were
recently honored as their school’s
recipients of the 2007 U.S. Army
Reserve National Scholar-Athlete
Award.

For more than 25 years, the
Army Reserve has recognized
high school students nationwide
for outstanding academic and ath-
letic accomplishments. Past recip-
ients have included National Merit
Scholarship finalists and Olympic
competitors.

Robert and Kristen were nomi-
nated for this award by guidance
director Becky Handel.

A National Honor Society
member and academic scholarship
winner, Robert Handel has com-
peted in wrestling, football, track,
and intramural volleyball, was
named a wrestling Academic All-
State and ranked as an all-confer-
ence athlete. He has also served as
a freshman mentor, student
ambassador and peer tutor.

Dirig, a National Honor
Society member and academic
scholarship winner who partici-
pated in the Academic Super Bowl
and captained the math team,
served as girls’ track team captain
and played on the volleyball team.
A student ambassador, freshman
mentor and peer tutor, she has also
been active in SADD and the
World Culture Club.

Saint Joseph’s High
School update
SOUTH BEND — Saint Joseph’s
High School
in South Bend
has announced
Vinay Patel as
the valedicto-
rian of the
class of 2007
and Zach
Stangebye as
salutatorian.
Their photos
were not avail-
able at press
time for the
May 20, 2007
issue of
T o d a y ’ s
Catholic.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
DECATUR TEACHER HONORED AS TEACHER OF THE YEAR

PROVIDED BY ST.  JOSEPH SCHOOL ,  DECATUR

At a recent awards presentation, Decatur’s St. Joseph middle school science teacher Joe

Miller was awarded the Wal-Mart 2007 Teacher of the Year award. Denise Kreischer pre-

sented the award on behalf of Wal-Mart with St. Joseph students Nick and Kaylie

Dohrman who nominated Miller for the award. Miller is shown holding the award. He

also received a $100 gift card, plaque and shirt, and the school received $1,000 from Wal-

Mart.

Vinay Patel

Zach Stangebye



FORT WAYNE — With flawless
fair skin, blue eyes and golden
blonde hair, the young woman
bore an uncanny resemblance to
the pop icon Madonna. But
unlike her American counterpart,
Croatian born superstar Tatiana
(Matejas) Cameron left fame,
glamour, friends and even family
for something larger than herself.

Her story
According to the Web site

www.idobelieve.com, Tatiana
(Tatjana) Matejas was born and
raised in Zagreb, Croatia, former-
ly communist Yugoslavia.
Surrounded by music from a
young age, the Yugoslavian was
singing in her father’s band by
the time she was four years old.
Tatiana’s talent and interest led to
her admittance into the presti-
gious Croatian Music
Conservatory, where she focused
on piano and discovered her love
of theatre.

At the tender age of 19, she
was discovered and electrified
Europe’s youth as “Tajci.” Soon
Tatiana’s bubblegum music
became synonymous with a new
wave of optimism, much like the
Beatlemania phenomenon that
struck the Western world three
decades prior, according to her
Web site. 

Before long Tajci’s records
achieved platinum and diamond
status and Tajci dolls and photos
in magazines were ubiquitous.
But sadly this newfound fame
and “dream come true” only left
her empty inside. Something was
missing her in life — that some-
thing was God.

As a pop icon, many looked to
her for answers to the nation’s
problems, but Tatiana had none to

offer. Then much to the surprise
to her family and fans, the 21
year old left it all to come to the
United States hoping to find
some answers.

Once in Los Angeles, the for-
mer star changed her name and
image, studied English and
worked modest jobs to make ends
meet. It was in this time of quiet
contemplation that she was
inspired to compose music and
sing about her experiences,
according to her story on the Web
site.

Life in the America brought
her more than just anonymity, but
love as well. Her studies at a
Carmelite retreat house in Los
Angeles led her to meet and
marry her future husband
Matthew Cameron in 2000.
Cameron proved to be a signifi-
cant source of inspiration, as he
encouraged his wife to pursue a

calling in Christian music to
share her story of her spiritual
healing.

Faith and music
The newly-married couple hit

the road in a donated minivan and
a zealous quest to share their faith
with other Christians in America.
Tatiana won the hearts of
America — this time not with her
good looks and celebrity, but with
her striking vocals and moving
performances. 

One thing’s for sure — no
matter how large or small the
venue, Tatiana brings the same
message of faith and energy to
her performances. It seems the
former pop star has finally found
the answers she needed.

In five years’ time, the couple
crossed the county several times,
playing concerts at hundreds of

churches. Notably, Tatiana recent-
ly performed in northeast Indiana
May 16-18, in Garrett at St.
Joseph’s Church and in Fort
Wayne at Most Precious Blood
and St. Charles Borromeo. 

Singer, wife and mother
Yet in the midst of her cross-

county touring, Tatiana has ful-
filled another vocation — becom-
ing a mother. God blessed the
couple with three children, Dante,
Evan and Blais. The Camerons
currently live in Cincinnati, Ohio,
when they’re not on the road.

Tatiana’s biography, sample of
her music, as well as merchandise
and a concert schedule can be
found at her Web site www.ido-
believe.com

‘Let It Be’: a review
Tatiana has gained international

appeal, as she sings in nine lan-
guages. Her faithful calling
prompted her to release six albums
and a DVD version of an April
2004 concert. 

The artist’s music is particularly

inspiring around the holy times of
Lent and Advent, as two of her
albums are dedicated to these
themes. However, for everyday lis-
tening, I recommend “Let It Be —
Mary’s Story,” a live recording of
the artist’s musical interpretation
of Mary’s life as mentioned in the
Gospels.

Tatiana’s version of “Ave
Maria” will send shivers down
your spine. With a voice as a clear
as a bell and flawless Latin, she
does this biblical verse justice.
Moreover, the singer’s dramatic
introduction and narration invites
listeners to meditate on the song’s
message.

“Silently,” is the beautiful story
of Mary’s faithfulness at the time
of Jesus’ crucifixion put into song:
“Silently she followed/And quietly
she cried/When silently he stum-
bled/And silently he passed by/.”

Overall, the album captures
Tatiana’s essence as a performer.
The Gregorian style music is mov-
ing and almost ethereal. If you’re
looking for more, check out her
Web site for her live DVD “I
Thirst” — The Crucifixion story.
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Catholic-Christian singer Tatiana makes Fort Wayne tour stop
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European pop
singer, now
Christian per-
former Tatiana
recently made
tour stops at  St.
Joseph’s Church,
Garrett, and in
Fort Wayne at
Most Precious
Blood and St.
Charles
Borromeo. 

Stanley Cukrowicz
receives Top Hat Award
SOUTH BEND — Stanley
Cukrowicz, of St. Jude Catholic
Church in South Bend, is the
winner of the 2007 Top Hat
Award by the St. Vincent de Paul
Society of St. Joseph County.

Cukrowicz has been a member
of the St. Jude Vincentians for 30
years. He has been its secretary,
treasurer, pantry manager, call
secretary and a home visitor. He
has organized fund-raising, food
drives and distribution to the
needy.

Those who nominated him
wrote that he has been the “driv-
ing force” in the parish’s
Vincentian conference, and he
has “answered the call — what-
ever and whenever.”

“He has always been quick
and positive in responding,”
wrote another nominator.

The Top Hat Award is given
every year to an outstanding
Vincentian. The award gets its
name from Frederick Ozanam,
founder of the worldwide Society
of St. Vincent.

Ozanam, like other learned
men, wore a top hat when he
went out in public. He and other
law students at the University of
Sorbonne organized to serve the
poor and met with them in the
tenements.

After receiving the award,
Cukrowicz said he got involved

in the soci-
ety
because he
“just want-
ed to do
something
for some-
one.”

His
most mem-
orable
moment as
a
Vincentian
happened while bringing food to
a family with young children.
“There was a little girl, about
four years old, and she said
‘Look mommy, now we have
something to eat.’ That makes it
all worthwhile,” he said.

Cukrowicz is retired from
Uniroyal, where he worked for
40 years until 1982 — first as a
clerk, then in engineering and
lastly in research and develop-
ment.

The award was given May 20
at the society’s annual Family
Communion Breakfast, hosted
this year by St. Joseph Parish in
Mishawaka.

Certificates of appreciation
were given to Eva Howard of St.
Pius X Catholic Church in
Granger and to Joan Richard and
Annette Thompson of St. Joseph
Parish in Mishawaka.

Stanley Cukrowicz
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