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When priests pray and are holy,
their parishioners will be as well

NEWS
& NOTES

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

A day with our priests

We have two days of prayer with our
priests every year; the first in Advent and the
second in Lent. In the past 22 years, | have
always chosen those who give the retreats
for our priests, along with those who give
the days of recollection. I have always tried
to find retreat masters who will give good
content, serve as gracious confessors and
also present material in an attractive and joy-
ful way. The sanctification of his priests is
certainly the most important work of a bish-
op. When priests pray and are holy, their
parishioners will be so as well.

This was an old theme, which | read
many years ago when | was in the college
seminary at 18 years of age. It is from a
beautiful book, a kind of classic,

Marian High School

With a visit to Marian High School, |
have completed my pastoral visits to each
of our four high schools. The Catholic iden-
tity at Marian High School is very evident.
| take special pride in Carl Loesch. Carl is a
double-domer, having received a master’s
degree in biblical studies at Notre Dame.
He and is wife, Marie, who met in a
Catholic high school in Chicago, have three
boys with a fourth child coming.

Carl taught at Bishop Dwenger High
School for many years under John Gaughan
and Fred Tone. He taught religion and was
named teacher of the year in his second
year. He could be found at the abortion
place early in the morning praying the
rosary with the students. Or he could be
found establishing a Habitat for Humanity
chapter. Carl has a picture in his office of a
group of young people along with himself
at the completion of such a home. | was
privileged to be part of that picture as we
dedicated this new residence.

In addition to Carl, Marian is blessed
with two priests, both part-time. Father Dan
Scheidt teaches an excellent course on
Catholic thinkers — an elective. Father
Michael Heintz teaches a course in the

to Christ. The focus is on the sacraments,
on personal prayer and discussion. It was
once very strong in this diocese, and | met
with a number of people who hope to
strengthen it again. In the meantime, | hope
we can find space for the Cursillos of men
and women. | was very impressed with the
small group, which was there in prayer and
meditation.

The coming jubilee

I am preparing these remarks before
heading to South Bend for the Chrism Mass
at St. Matthew Co-Cathedral. Holy Week
for a priest is a special time indeed. We
meditate on Christ’s gift of himself. We ask
for the grace to make a gift of ourselves in
return.

A week from now, on the Second
Sunday of Easter, which is also Mercy
Sunday, | will celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception. | look forward to
it with joy, and also, | hope, with a certain
humility, for no other stance is permitted
with a priest after 50 years of grace. My
sisters will be there and their children and
grandchildren. Some priests will come from

Boston, classmates and my com-
panions of a lifetime. Everyone

entitled “Soul of the
Apostolate,” by Abbe Chautard,
a Trappist priest. | think it said
something like the following:
“Like pastor, like flock.”

Over these 22 years, | think |

St. Augustine says the priesthood

is an “officium ameris” — an office of love.

is welcome. While old friends
will be present, it is part of the
Jubilee celebration in this dio-
cese, part of our observance of
150 years. | hope there will be
some young people there as well,

have attended every day of rec-
ollection with one exception. It
seems right this year, as part of my celebra-
tion of our diocesan jubilee, to make the
presentation at the Lenten day of recollec-
tion myself, as I did when | first arrived.

Pastoral love

I was privileged to give two talks. The
first was on pastoral love, a theme taken
from the apostolic post-synodal exhortation,
“Pastores Dabo Vobis” (“1 Will Give You
Shepherds”). Pope John Paul 11 spends sev-
eral pages on this theme of pastoral love, or
pastoral charity. It is, of course, the charity
of Christ, who offered himself for our sal-
vation. St. Augustine says the priesthood is
an “officium ameris” — an office of love.
After describing the nature of pastoral char-
ity, | spent the second talk on the impor-
tance of prayer, for it is very unlikely that
one will achieve pastoral love without
prayer, especially prayer in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament.

In between talks, four of us heard con-
fessions. There was the usual spirit of
prayer and reflection.

We met at St. Martin de Porres Parish in
Syracuse, and we were able to see the new
buildings, which provide classrooms for
instruction and catechesis. It was all done
under the direction and guidance of Father
Terry Place, pastor of St. Martin de Porres.
Unfortunately, Father Place could not be
with us as he is in Sacred Heart Home in
Avilla, where he is suffering from a serious
cancer. | entrust him to your prayers.

Greek New Testament. Both priests have a
significant effect. We also have Sister
Marie Morgan, OSF, who studied theology
in Rome. Having two priests and a sister is
a special blessing. There is also an excel-
lent faculty and a very fine department of
theology.

It was a privilege to celebrate Mass with
them and find them so attentive and devot-
ed.

Christ Child Society

| also offered Mass with the Christ Child
Society of South Bend at the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart. | reminded them of the words
of Pope Benedict XVI, “The church can no
more neglect the ministry of charity that it
can neglect the word or the sacraments.”
They are celebrating their 60th anniversary.
South Bend was one of the very first chap-
ters. The Fort Wayne group began from that
chapter about 10 years ago. They give away
thousands of coats every year to poor chil-
dren. It was a joy to offer Mass with them.

The Cursillo

As you know, when | am in South Bend
I live in rather modest quarters in the for-
mer St. Patrick’s convent, which was once
the residence of Holy Cross Sisters who
taught in the parish school.

Several weeks ago, a men’s Cursillo was
going on at St. Patrick’s, and | was invited
to drop in. The Cursillo is a spiritual move-
ment that has brought many people closer

as they represent our present and
our future.

| pray this celebration and the prayers
that surround it will deepen my love for
Jesus Christ and my gratitude to him. I also
hope that it will be a grace for our diocese,
and might even be the instrument for some
young men to give their lives to Christ as
priests. The priesthood is a great adventure.
Taken as a whole, the priesthood and
priests have gone through much in recent
years. In the midst of it, there has stood the
figure of Pope John Paul II, priest, evangel-
ist, confessor and teacher. As his biographer
said, “Not so much a man from Poland as a
man from Galilee.”

In conversation with priests in recent
days, we have pondered how much he has
been the instrument of Christ in the restora-
tion of the ministerial priesthood. As we
observe the second anniversary of his
death, I find myself praying to him. He was
a great inspiration to me during life and
remains so in death.

Everyone is welcome at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception for the Mass at
2:30 p.m. on April 15.

And opening day is here as well. Play
ball.

I will see you all next week.
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French nun says life has changed since she
was healed thanks to Pope John Paul I

AIX-EN-PROVENCE, France
(CNS) — The French nun who
believes she was healed of
Parkinson’s disease thanks to Pope
John Paul 11 said her life had
“totally changed” since that night
two months after the pope’s death.

Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre, 46,
is working again, now in Paris at a
maternity hospital run by her
order, the Little Sisters of Catholic
Motherhood.

She met reporters March 30 in
Aix-en-Provence during a press
conference with Archbishop
Claude Feidt of Aix, the archdio-
cese where the cure took place.

“l was sick and now | am
cured,” she told reporters. “l am
cured, but it is up to the church to
say whether it was a miracle or
not.”

However, she said, she knows
she is well and that she must con-
tinue her work “to serve life and to
serve the family.”

Diagnosed with Parkinson’s in
2001, she said that watching Pope
John Paul deteriorate from the
effects of Parkinson’s disease “I
saw myself in the years to come.”

Pope John Paul died April 2,
2005, and as Sister Marie-Simon-
Pierre’s condition began to wors-
en, all the members of the Little

(NS PHOTO/SERGE PAGANO, REUTERS
Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre attends
a news conference in Aix-en-

Provence, France, March 30. The
French nun believes she was
healed from Parkinson’s disease
through the intercession of Pope
John Paul I, who also had the
disease. The healing could be the
miracle needed for the late pope’s
beatification.

Sisters of Catholic Motherhood in
France and in Senegal began pray-
ing to Pope John Paul to intervene
with God to heal her.

By June 2, the religious has
said, she was struggling to write,
to walk and to function normally.

She said she went to bed that

night and woke up very early the
next morning feeling completely
different.

“l was sure | was healed,” she
said.

In a March 29 statement,
Archbishop Feidt said that after
hearing about the alleged healing
of Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre he
decided to conduct “a thorough
investigation” to determine
whether it might be the miracle
needed for Pope John Paul’s beati-
fication. In general, the church
must confirm two miracles
through the intercession of the
sainthood candidate before canon-
ization.

Archbishop Feidt and Sister
Marie-Simon-Pierre planned to
attend the April 2 ceremony in
Rome marking the end of the
diocesan phase of Pope John
Paul’s cause and to attend the
memorial Mass Pope Benedict
XVI was to celebrate to mark the
second anniversary of his prede-
cessor’s death.

While in Rome, Archbishop
Feidt was to deliver all the docu-
mentation regarding the nun’s case
to the Congregation for Saints’
Causes, which will conduct its
own investigation into the alleged
healing.

Retirement fund
collection assists religious

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On either of the first two weekends after Easter, we will hold the
annual collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious. This collec-
tion helps religious congregations in our country meet the rising costs
of caring for their retired members. Skilled care and assisted living
expenses for religious past the age of 70 exceed $450 million each
year, and one out of every five religious institutes has less than 20
percent of the amount needed to care for their elderly members.

As you know, many religious congregations came from Europe to
start or staff schools, hospitals and orphanages in this country.
Traditionally, religious worked for modest stipends or maintenance
that did not include pension benefits. Religious receive approximately
one-third the Social Security benefit of the average U.S. beneficiary.
Today, nearly 60,000 religious men and women are past age 60, and

over 37,000 are past the age of 70.

More than 96 percent of the money collected in this national appeal
is distributed as grants to congregations for the retirement needs of
more than 45,000 elderly and infirm members. All of us are only too
aware of the magnificent contribution that religious priests, brothers
and sisters have made in our own lives, in our diocese, and, indeed, in
our nation as a whole. They nourished our faith, not only with their
words, but with the example of their lives, and we are deeply in their

debt.

In this Easter season when we celebrate the gift of himself Christ
gave us on the cross, | know that you will be as generous as you can
with this collection which benefits those religious sisters, brothers and
priests who gave their lives to Christ, to the church and to us.

Most/Reverend John

Sincerely yours in our Lord,

il 9 D2

D’Arcy

Congregation of Holy Cross to ordain four priests

SOUTH BEND — The Indiana
Province of the Congregation of
Holy Cross will ordain four new
priests on April 14 at 2:30 p.m. at
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart,
located at the University of Notre
Dame. Bishop Daniel R. Jenky,
CSC, bishop of Peoria, will confer
the sacrament of holy orders on
Father Stephen M. Koeth, CSC,
Father James T. Gallagher, CSC,
Father Gregory P. Haake, CSC,
and Father Peter M. McCormick,
CSC.

Father Stephen M.
Koeth, (SC

Originally
from Staten
Island, N.Y.,
Father Stephen
attended Our
Lady Queen of
Peace Grade
School and
Saint Joseph by-
the-Sea High
School, before
entering the
University of Notre Dame as a
freshman in the fall of 1995. After
graduating from Notre Dame in
the spring of 1999 with a degree in
history, Father Stephen worked at
the university as an intern in the
Office of Campus Ministry.

Upon completion of two years
of theology studies in the Notre
Dame master of divinity program,
Father Stephen spent a year work-
ing as a seminarian intern at Holy
Redeemer Parish in Portland, Ore.
He taught eighth grade religion in
the parish school and assisted with
liturgies in the parish.

Returning to Notre Dame,
Father Stephen completed his theo-
logical studies and finished his ini-

FATHER STEPHEN
M. KOETH, (SC

tial formation at Moreau Seminary.
He graduated with his master of
divinity degree in May of 2006
and was reassigned to Holy
Redeemer Parish in Portland, Ore.,
this time as a deacon.

Father Stephen will celebrate a
Mass of Thanksgiving in the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart on the
Notre Dame campus, Sunday,
April 15, at 10 a.m. That evening,
he will also celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving at 10 p.m. in
Siegfried Hall’s Our Lady Seat of
Wisdom Chapel at Notre Dame.
His first Mass at Holy Redeemer
Parish in Portland, Ore. will be cel-
ebrated April 22 at 10 a.m. and in
his home parish, Our Lady Queen
of Peace Catholic Church, Staten
Island, N.Y., on Sunday, May 20,
at 1:15 p.m.

Father James T.
Gallagher, (SC

The sixth of
seven children
for William and
Mary Gallagher,
Father Jim grew
up in South
Bend, where he
attended Christ
the King
Elementary
School and
Saint Joseph’s
High School. He went on to the
University of Notre Dame and fin-
ished his initial round of studies
with a degree in aerospace engi-
neering.

While in grade school, Father
Jim would often tell those who
asked that he would like to be a
priest when he grew up. It wasn’t
until a year and a half after gradua-
tion from college when he was

FATHER JAMES T.
GALLAGHER, (SC

working as a civilian contractor on
an Air Force base in Colorado that
he began to give serious thought to
that original idea.

Father Jim entered Moreau
Seminary in the fall of 2000.
During his course of studies, he
spent a year as a pastoral intern at
the University of Portland. He
returned there for his placement as
a deacon, serving as director of
liturgy at the Chapel of Christ the
Teacher, the director of several
retreat programs, and as the pas-
toral resident in Villa Maria Hall.

Father Jim will celebrate a
Mass of Thanksgiving at Christ the
King Parish in South Bend on
Sunday, April 15, at 12:15 p.m.,
followed by a reception in the
church basement. He will also cel-
ebrate Masses of Thanksgiving at
the University of Portland in Villa
Maria on Tuesday, April 17, at 10
p.m. and at the Chapel of Christ
the Teacher at 10:30 a.m. and 9
p.m. on Sunday, April 22.

Father Gregory P.
Haake, (SC

During his
senior year of
high school,
Father Greg
decided to
attend the
University of
Notre Dame, the
first in his fami-
ly of four boys,
and enrolled as
a freshman in
the fall of 1995. In the classroom,
he studied French language and lit-
erature, and he also played the
trumpet in the University of Notre
Dame marching band for two
years.

FATHER GREGORY
P. HAAKE, (SC

After graduation in 1999,
Father Greg volunteered in the
Alum Service Corps, a one-year
service program in the Missouri
Province of the Jesuits. He taught
French and music and coached
cross-country and track at DeSmet
Jesuit High School in St. Louis,
Mo. While at DeSmet, Father Greg
met a priest who subtly pressed the
vocation issue and helped him with
his decision to enter the seminary.

Father Greg graduated with a
master of divinity degree from
Notre Dame in 2006 and then
moved to Holy Cross and St.
Stanislaus Parish in South Bend
where he has spent his deacon
year.

Father Greg will celebrate a
Mass of Thanksgiving at Holy
Cross Church on Sunday, April 15,
at 8 a.m., followed by a reception
in the school auditorium and again
that evening at 10 p.m. in O’Neill
Hall’s St. Joseph the Worker
Chapel at Notre Dame. He will
also celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving in his home parish,
Church of the Nativity, in
Leawood, Kan., on April 22 at 12
p.m. followed by a reception in the
parish center.

Father Peter M.
McCormick, (5C

The oldest of
six children for
Leo and
Margaret
McCormick,
Father Pete grew
up in Grand
Rapids, Mich.,
attending St.
James Grade
School and West
Catholic High

FATHER PETER
McCORMICK, (SC

School. It was during high school
that Father Pete first considered
priesthood, but he did not formally
pursue his vocation until after
graduating with a bachelor of sci-
ence in biology from Grand Valley
State University, Allendale, Mich.
In the spring semester of his senior
year in college Father Pete visited
Moreau Seminary for the first
time. He entered the candidate pro-
gram in the fall of 2000.

Father Pete spent a year at the
Holy Cross Novitiate in Cascade,
Colo., and professed first vows on
Aug. 3, 2002. After two years of
theology studies, Father Pete spent
a year at St. John Vianney Parish
in Goodyear, Ariz. His ministry at
the parish was varied. He directed
the confirmation program, taught
in the school and coached basket-
ball.

Father Pete returned to the
University of Notre Dame where
he lived at Old College as assistant
director of the undergraduate semi-
nary program while completing his
master of divinity degree. He grad-
uated from the University of Notre
Dame in the spring of 2006, and,
as a deacon, Father Pete has been
ministering as the assistant rector
of Dillon Hall and the director of
the freshman retreat program at
Notre Dame.

Father Pete will celebrate a
Mass of Thanksgiving at the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart on the
Notre Dame campus on Sunday,
April 15, at 11:45 a.m. He will
also celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving that evening in
Dillon Hall’s Shrine of St. Olaf
Chapel at 10:30 p.m. and in his
home parish, St. Anthony of Padua
in Grand Rapids, Mich., on
Saturday, May 26, at 4:30 p.m.
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i)ope Benedict: Pope John Paul II's
ministry, agony showed his love of Christ

BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II’s intense pastoral
ministry, “but even more, the
Calvary of agony and the serene
death of our beloved pope let all
people of our age know that
Jesus Christ really was his every-
thing,” Pope Benedict XVI said.

Pope Benedict marked the sec-
ond anniversary of Pope John
Paul’s death by celebrating a
memorial Mass the evening of
April 2 in St. Peter’s Square.

The pope said his predecessor
truly fit the biblical description of
a “servant of God,” which is the
way the church officially refers to
him while “his process of beatifi-
cation quickly progresses.”

Pope Benedict, who had set
aside the five-year waiting period
usually required before a saint-
hood cause begins, told tens of
thousands of people in St. Peter’s
Square that the initial, diocesan
phase of Pope John Paul’s cause
had concluded earlier in the day.

While the church has not
solemnly proclaimed Pope John
Paul a saint in heaven, Pope
Benedict said he is certain that
“our beloved John Paul I1” con-
tinues to accompany the church
with his prayers.

At the same time, he offered
prayers that Pope John Paul, “our
father, brother and friend,” would
enjoy eternal rest and peace in
the company of God.

The pope praised his predeces-
sor’s ability to share with the
world his faith, hope and charity,
even as Parkinson’s disease grad-
ually made it impossible for him
to walk and, ultimately, to talk.

“Especially with the slow, but
relentless progression of his ill-
ness, which little by little stripped
him of everything, he made him-
self an offering to Christ, a living
proclamation of his passion, in a
hope filled with faith in the resur-
rection,” Pope Benedict said.

“Like his divine master, he
lived his agony in prayer,” the
pope said. “He died praying.
Truly, he fell asleep in the Lord.”

Sitting near the front of the
crowd was Sister Marie-Simon-
Pierre, the 46-year-old French
nun who believes she was healed
of Parkinson’s disease through
Pope John Paul’s intervention.

Guy Murphy of the Chicago-
based Totally Yours Pilgrimages
was at the Mass with 45 pilgrims
from the United States.

“We are big John Paul Il
fans,” he said.

Murphy said he was not con-

(NS PHOTO/ALESSANDRO BIANCHI, REUTERS

Polish-American faithful hold pictures of Pope John Paul Il as they attend a Mass marking the conclusion of
the first phase of the process for his canonization in the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome April 2.

cerned that the church was taking
its time officially proclaiming the
late pope a saint — “sometimes it
takes hundreds of years” — but
he has no doubt that “John Paul
is one of the greatest saints ever.”

Earlier in the day, during a
ceremony marked by prayers,
song and formal oaths in Latin,
officials of the Diocese of Rome
concluded the initial phase of
Pope John Paul’s sainthood
cause.

The process had included
interviews with more than 120
people who knew Pope John Paul
and a study of his ministry, the
way he handled suffering and
how he faced his death, said
Cardinal Camillo Ruini, papal
vicar of Rome.

“In the certainty of being
loved by God and in the joy of
responding to that love,” the late
pope “found the meaning, unity
and aim of his life,” Cardinal
Ruini said during the prayer serv-
ice in the Basilica of St. John
Lateran.

The documents from the
investigation were placed in five
chests, latched, tied with a red
ribbon, then sealed with red wax.
They will be delivered to the
Congregation for Saints’ Causes
for further study.

“The pope suffered in his flesh
and he suffered in his spirit, find-
ing himself increasingly obliged
to reduce his commitments,”

Cardinal Ruini said. His occa-
sional “signs of impatience” were
not the result of pain, but of his
frustration at not being able to
continue the ministry to which he
felt called, the cardinal added.

Cardinal Ruini described Pope
John Paul as a man of continu-
ous, intense prayer, “concrete and
radical poverty” and great free-
dom, which allowed him to stand
up to Poland’s communist gov-
ernment.

His love for God was lived as
love for human beings, leading
the pope to be an insistent voice
for peace and for the defense of
human life from conception to
natural death, the cardinal said.

Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre, a
member of the Little Sisters of
Catholic Motherhood, was at the
prayer service, as were Polish
Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of
Krakow, Pope John Paul’s per-
sonal secretary for almost 40
years, and Polish President Lech
Kaczynski.

Celebrating a televised Mass
early in the morning at Pope John
Paul’s tomb in St. Peter’s
Basilica, Cardinal Dziwisz called
the late pope an “extraordinary
witness” of Christ.

“John Paul 1l was a member
of the friends of Jesus, that is, the
group of saints. Membership in
this group was what gave mean-
ing and direction to his life, to all
he did and said,” Cardinal
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Dziwisz said.

“The people of God clearly
recognize his sanctity,” he said.

Cardinal Dziwisz and others
have pointed out that Pope
Benedict could beatify or even
canonize Pope John Paul imme-
diately, without waiting for the
Congregation for Saints’ Causes
to conclude its work.

Portuguese Cardinal Jose
Saraiva Martins, congregation
prefect, said that unless or until
he hears otherwise from the pope
the congregation will continue
the process according to estab-
lished church law: first, studying
the documentation gathered by
the Diocese of Rome and assist-
ing with the drafting of a “posi-
tio,” or position paper, outlining
how Pope John Paul heroically
lived the Christian virtues.

The 15 cardinals and 15 bish-
ops who are members of the con-
gregation will study the “positio”
and forward their opinion to the
pope, he told the newspaper La
Repubblica.

At the same time, he said, “an
ad hoc commission of experts
with scientists and physicians of
every religious orientation, even
nonbelievers,” will be convoked
to study the records and testimo-
ny collected in the case of Sister
Marie-Simon-Pierre.

“It will be up to them to estab-
lish whether or not it is a healing
that is scientifically inexplica-
ble,” the cardinal said. “Only in
the light of this scientific pro-
nouncement will a later commis-
sion of cardinals declare whether
it is a miracle that can be attrib-
uted to the intercession” of Pope
John Paul.

A declaration of heroic virtues
and recognition of a miracle usu-
ally are needed before beatifica-
tion. In the usual process, canon-
ization requires another miracle
attributed to the candidate’s inter-
vention after the beatification.

British cardinal says
government is
‘legislating for
intolerance’

BY SIMON CALDWELL

LONDON (CNS) — A British
cardinal has said that by sponsor-
ing legislation for gay rights, the
government is “legislating for
intolerance.”

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor of Westminster also
questioned “whether the threads
holding together democracy have
begun to unravel.”

“My fear is that, under the
guise of legislating for what is
said to be tolerance, we are legis-
lating for intolerance,” he said
during a March 28 lecture in
London a week after the govern-
ment forced through new gay
rights legislation with minimal
debate in the House of Commons.

“Once this begins, it is hard to
see where it ends,” said the cardi-
nal. “My fear is that in an attempt
to clear the public square of what
are seen as unacceptable intru-
sions, we weaken the pillars on
which that public square is erect-
ed, and we will discover that the
pillars of pluralism may not sur-
vive ... that is why | have sounded
this note of alarm.”

He said “what looks like liber-
ality is, in reality, a radical exclu-
sion of religion from the public
sphere.”

The cardinal said that aggres-
sive secularism was accompanied
by a cynicism of Christianity “so
when Christians stand by their
beliefs, they are intolerant dogma-
tists. When they sin, they are hyp-
ocrites.

“When they take the side of
the poor, they are soft-headed lib-
erals,” he said. “When they seek
to defend the family, they are
right-wing reactionaries.”

Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor
said that more attacks on the place
of religion in public life could be
expected in the names of toler-
ance, equality and diversity.

“For my own part, | have no
difficulty in being a proud British
Catholic citizen,” said Cardinal
Murphy-O’Connor. “But now it
seems to me we are being asked
to accept a different version of our
democracy, one in which diversity
and equality are held to be at odds
with religion.”

The new laws are aimed at
stopping businesses from discrim-
inating against gays, but Christian,
Jewish and Muslim leaders say
the laws will force religious
believers to act against their con-
sciences.

The gay rights laws will com-
pel 13 Catholic adoption agencies
in the United Kingdom to place
children in the care of same-sex
couples, a move the bishops have
said would lead to the agencies’
demise.

The bishops also have
expressed concern about the
recent series of attacks on the cur-
riculum of state-funded Catholic
schools.
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Search for Besancon brings kmshlp, friendship with French ‘cousins’

BY MICHELLE CASTLEMAN

NEW HAVEN — Georges
Jeanney, an influential industrialist
from the village of Besancon,
France, knew there had to be a
“Besancon” somewhere on the
map in the United States because
so many people from his area had
come to America so many years
ago. When his work took him to
Chicago for various trade shows,
he often inquired among people
from the Midwest. One man told
him no, that he did not know of
any towns named Besancon.

Then on one of his next trips in
November 1997, the same man
told him he had good news and
that he had found a Besancon on
the map in nearby Indiana. When
Jeanney found out he could drive
there, he postponed plans to return
to France that night and set out to
follow the path his ancestors trav-
eled many years ago when they
migrated to America.

Later that very evening, his trail
led him to the back doorsteps of
St. Louis Academy where who
should he find still working away
in her office, but former principal,
Miss Agnes Hart. Hart was
delighted to meet the French visi-
tor and gave him the grand tour.

It has been said that Jeanney
was expecting to find a “town” and
was surprised to discover just a
few brick buildings in the middle
of an open field.

During that same visit, Jeanney
connected with Ralph (Aurele)
Violette, a retired professor of his-
tory at Indiana-Purdue Universities
at Fort Wayne (IPFW) and did
much research through the Allen
County Public Library and the
archives of the Besancon
Historical Society. His goal: to
write a book entitled, “Our
Cousins from America.”

Jeanney returned several more
times to the Fort Wayne area to
gather more data for his book. In
his October 2006 visit, St. Louis
Besancon parishioners, Mick and
Jane Lomont, assisted Jeanney
with his many questions on agri-
culture in eastern Allen County,
namely Jefferson Township.

Jeanney was very interested in
anything to do with farming and
especially the concept of ‘no-till,”
which is just becoming popular in

PROVIDED BY THE LOMONT FAMILY

After the ceremony unveiling Georges Jeanney’s book, “Nos Cousins
Comtois d’Amerique,” the Lomonts were presented with a medallion of
the city of Besancon from its assistant mayor. Shown here from left are
the assistant mayor of Besancon, Jane Lomont, Mick Lomont, Georges
Jeanney and Bart Lomont. Comtois refers to an area in France whose
capital is Besancon. Lomont’s ancestors were natives of Lomont-sur-
Crete and emigrated to the United States with others from Comtois in
seven different groups between 1845 and 1860 totaling 20,000 pio-

neers.

the Paris area. Julie (Pequinot)
Nolan, member of the Besancon
Historical Society, dined with a
group hosting Jeanney and
described him as “a lovely soul,
very personable.”

He was thrilled to receive a
PBS-Channel 39

America from Besancon, France.
He and the others from Besancon
held their first church services in
the home of Joseph Dodane until a
log cabin could be built. As the
parish grew, the need for a bigger

church was addressed. Each family

ther on his grandmother’s side,
Jean-Pierre Maire’s name is listed
on the stained glass window in the
cry room of today’s present
church.

Lomont, 66, did not make the
journey alone. Before the March
2007 adventure, Lomont’s wife,
Jane, and son, Bart, decided to join
him. Months prior to the trip,
Jeanney corresponded with the
Lomonts almost weekly by e-mail
planning a full itinerary.

The unveiling of Jeanney’s
book, “Our Cousins from
America,” took place on Saturday,
March 10. Lomont was thoroughly
impressed with the author’s vigor
and enthusiasm — another reason
he wanted to be present for this
important occasion.

Lomont was asked to make a
presentation at the beautiful cere-
mony in the grand city building in
Besancon. Lomont told a little
about his family. In addition to
their one son, the Lomonts have
five daughters and 17 grandchil-
dren, the 10 oldest attend St. Louis
Academy.

Mick has been a lifelong, active
member of St. Louis Besancon and
Jane has played the organ for 40
years. Their farming operation
consists of about 2,000 acres of

no-till beans and

film all about

The Great Black \évri;?/s:l ?/Cﬂhccr)r:?n-
Swamp courtesy — “We were treated like royalty and received such a warm  imum tillage.
Nolan specifcal- , Lomont guated
ly recalls how welcome from everyone we met. ]
Jeanney wanted g

to learn every-
thing he could

JANE LOMONT

exchange stu-
dent from the

possibly find out
about farming practices from the
early days to present time.

Before returning to France this
time, Jeanney left an open invita-
tion to the parishioners of St. Louis
Besancon Parish and the surround-
ing community he had met to visit
his village of Besancon, France, at
the time his book was to be
unveiled.

It was at this time that Mick
Lomont decided to take Jeanney
up on his offer.

“It had been a lifelong dream
and goal of mine to visit the place
of my ancestors — Besancon,”
said Lomont.

Claude Francois Lomont, his
great-great grandfather, came to

was asked to raise a calf and the
proceeds were used to construct a
bigger church, which was resur-
rected directly around the log
cabin in approximately 1846.
Upon completion of the church,
which still stands today, the cabin
was torn down and the logs were
carried out the front doors.
Lomont’s father, Allen, once
told him the tale of a young rela-
tive that was buried just behind the
original log cabin. When helping
with some plumbing repairs a few
years back, Lomont wondered if
he would possibly dig up some of
the bones of his ancestors while
working on the pipes under the
church. Lomont’s great-grandfa-

W.
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early 1970s,
“Ah, good land, good machines
and good people,” which he felt
summed up the area around
Besancon very well. “We have
been truly blessed,” concluded
Lomont.

The next morning, the local
paper gave full coverage to the
event with a photo of the Lomonts
accepting a gift copy of the book
from Jeanney. When shown the
article, Douglas Runyan, a New
Haven attorney and painter who
has visited Paris several times,
helped Lomont translate the story.
In one paragraph it read, “The

Lomonts are a very Catholic fami-
ly and pray before every meal.”

While in Besancon, the
Lomonts toured the city, character-
ized by a blend of modern and
ancient architecture. An economic
and cultural center of its region,
Besancon is now a major
European pole of the precision
industries sector. The Lomonts saw
all of the local attractions including
the Citadelle, a military master-
piece used by the Nazis in World
War Il and the impressive St.
John’s Cathedral, started in the
12th century, which houses a
round, white marble altar, a num-
ber of paintings and an astronomi-
cal clock in its bell tower.

“We were treated like royalty
and received such a warm wel-
come from everyone we met,” said
Jane. But even more than the
scenery, Jane enjoyed interacting
with and being in the homes of the
French people most. A former
French teacher herself, Jane said,
“I couldn’t believe how much the
French language came back to me
then.”

Mick said he will never forget
the beauty of the countryside as
they traveled by high-speed train
from Paris to Besancon. “It was
breathtaking.” They also attended
Sunday Mass at St. Louis Church.

Because “Our Cousins From
America” is completely written in
French, it is hard to know its exact
contents. The Lomonts brought
home several copies of the book
for family and friends and are in
the process of having the book
translated to English. However,
one can piece together parts of the
journey from the various chapter
titles, photos, maps and headlines.
The book also has a section titled
“Windows of the Past,” which
gives a brief description of the
family names that are displayed on
the stained glass windows at St.
Louis Church.

Father Steve Colchin is the cur-
rent pastor at St. Louis Besancon,
located just east of rural New
Haven and a little west of Zulu. Its
membership includes around 275
families — many of whose ances-
tors came to America from
Besancon, France, long ago.

All Saints
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Notre Dame trustee
awarded university’s
Laetare Medal for 2007

NOTRE DAME (CNS) — The
University of Notre Dame has
awarded its oldest and most presti-
gious honor, the Laetare Medal, to
the outgoing chairman of its board
of trustees, Patrick F. McCartan. A
senior partner at the international
law firm Jones Day, McCartan will
receive the award at the university’s
commencement ceremony May 20.
“Notre Dame’s auspicious institu-
tional position as it enters a new era
owes much to Pat McCartan’s
strong and sure leadership,” said
Holy Cross Father John 1. Jenkins,
university president, in a news
release on the award. “We hope to
convey with this, our highest honor,
the gratitude Notre Dame owes him
as well.” McCartan is a 1956 grad-
uate of Notre Dame and earned his
law degree from its Law School in
1959. He has served on the univer-
sity’s board of trustees since 1989,
and was elected board chairman
and university fellow in 2000. The
university established the Laetare
Medal in 1883 as an annual honor
for a Catholic “whose genius has
ennobled the arts and sciences,
illustrated the ideals of the church
and enriched the heritage of
humanity.”

Focolare founder
praised as new
collection of her
writings launched

NEW YORK (CNS) — As the end
of the Lenten season approached,
participants in a March 29 seminar
at Fordham University reflected
upon Chiara Lubich’s call to unite
the world around Jesus’ Good
Friday plea, “My God, why have
you forsaken me?” Some 200 gath-
ered at the Jesuit institution’s
Manhattan law school to celebrate
Lubich’s work with Focolare, a
Catholic renewal movement that
began in the Italian city of Trent in
the midst of World War 1l bomb-
ings. The seminar also served as a
launch for Lubich’s new book, a
compilation of her writings pub-
lished by New City Press. Lubich,
87, is suffering from ill health and
was unable to attend the confer-
ence. But her presence at the gath-
ering was felt nonetheless. “Christ
is present now too,” Lubich said
during a 2001 taped interview for
Italian television screened at the
conference. She said that realiza-
tion inspired her, as a 23-year-old,
to begin Focolare with a small band
of friends.

Vatican to begin
broadcasting papal
events in high
definition

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Keeping in step with the fast pace
of communications technology, the
Vatican television center is to begin
broadcasting in high definition. The
first papal event to be aired using
the new format will be a special
April 15 Mass celebrating Pope
Benedict XVI’s April 16 birthday.
“We’ve realized that if we want to
continue to do a good job of broad-
casting footage of the pope to other
television stations, we have to be
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Pope Benedict XVI holds a palm frond as he celebrates Palm Sunday Mass in St. Peter’s

Square at the Vatican April 1.

ready for the day” when high defi-
nition is expected to become the
norm in television broadcasting,
said Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, the Vatican spokesman
and head of the Vatican television
center, or CTV. CTV, which is in
charge of producing, broadcasting
and archiving filmed Vatican and
papal events, must keep up with
new technology, said Father
Lombardi. If they don’t keep up,
“people won’t be able to see the
pope anymore” on their television
screens, he said.

Limbabwean bishops
urge repentance,
restraint amid country’s
Crisis

HARARE, Zimbabwe (CNS) —
Zimbabwe’s Catholic bishops have
urged those responsible for the
country’s crisis to “repent and listen
to the cry of their citizens” and
called for restraint among protest-
ers. “Many people in Zimbabwe are
angry, and their anger is now erupt-
ing into open revolt in one town-
ship after another,” said the
Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops’
Conference. Zimbabwe’s crisis is
one of governance, leadership, spir-
ituality and morality, they said in a
March 27 pastoral letter. To avoid
“further bloodshed and avert a mass
uprising,” a new constitution is
needed to guide democracy “cho-
sen in free and fair elections that
will offer a chance for economic
recovery under genuinely new poli-
cies,” the bishops said. The country
has “Christians on all sides of the
conflict, and there are many
Christians sitting on the fence,”
said the bishops. Officials in
President Robert Mugabe’s ruling
party and opposition officials serve
on parish councils and “profess
their loyalty to the same church,”
said the bishops. However, just “a

few steps” outside church,
“Christian state agents, policemen
and soldiers assault and beat peace-
ful, unarmed demonstrators and
torture detainees,” the bishops said.

(ardinal urges military,
leftists to stop killings
in Philippines

MANILA, Philippines (CNS) —
Cardinal Gaudencio Rosales of
Manila has appealed to military and
leftist groups to end the killings in
the Philippines. Cardinal Rosales
said that both Philippine President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and
those “in the mountains” could be
held responsible for killings in the
country. The cardinal made the
comments March 26, a day after the
government was found responsible
for unsolved killings, following the
ordination of Bishop Leopoldo
Jaucian of Bangued at the Shrine of
the Divine Word in Quezon City,
northeast of Manila. “Sorry for say-
ing this, but even our (rebel) broth-
ers are involved in the killings,”
Cardinal Rosales told UCA News,
an Asian church news agency, after
the ceremony. “It is wrong to kill a
person whether it is extrajudicial or
judicial.” The Permanent Peoples’
Tribunal in  The  Hague,
Netherlands, released its March 25
verdict after hearings March 21-23.
In its 13-page verdict, the tribunal
“found unequivocal evidences that
the militaries have a central role in
the great majority” of human rights
violations, reported UCA News.

Knights of Columbus
raise funds for families
of wounded, dead
Marines

SAN DIEGO (CNS) — Knights of
Columbus in the San Diego area

recently joined with others around
the country in providing some
much-needed help to the families of
U.S. Marines killed or wounded in
wartime. “Although all military
members have specific benefits
when injured, such as free medical
care, physical therapy, etc., they are
not compensated to help depend-
ents and/or immediate family to
travel to their bed(sides) or grave-
sides,” said Capt. Neil May, who is
currently serving in the U.S. Navy
as an aviator and is former deputy
grand knight of the Valley of
Angels council of the Knights at
San Rafael Parish in Rancho
Bernardo, near San Diego. This is
where the Injured Marine Semper
Fi Fund steps in to help. The fund
provides financial assistance to
Marines injured in combat and
training, other service members
injured while in direct support of
Marine units and their families.
Since its inception in May 2004, the
Semper Fi Fund has provided more
than $9 million in assistance to
wounded heroes. More information
about the fund is available online
at: www.semperfifund.org.

Vatican official:
Governments must
protect family for child’s
rights

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In
order to protect the rights of chil-
dren, governments need to promote
and protect the family, said a top
Vatican official. “It would be a new
form of violence against children if
the state were to impose a specific
model of religious and moral con-
victions on children without taking
into consideration the moral and
religious convictions of the par-
ents,” said Archbishop Silvano
Tomasi, the Vatican’s representa-
tive to U.N. and other international
organizations in Geneva. The arch-

bishop spoke to a session of the
U.N. Human Rights Council March
23. Creating the conditions for
peace and economic progress helps
remove situations that hurt chil-
dren, he said. Violence against chil-
dren in all its forms needs to be
eliminated, in part by rejecting the
glorification of violence in popular
culture, said the archbishop.
Archbishop Tomasi said that
because of their vulnerability chil-
dren always have been the first vic-
tims of wars and famines, and must
be protected.

Vatican newspaper says
Jesuit was right to
apply Gospel to
injustice

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican newspaper said Jesuit
Father Jon Sobrino, whose work
was recently criticized by doctrinal
authorities, was right in trying to
apply the truth of the Gospel to con-
crete situations of global injustice.
Where Father Sobrino risks going
astray, the newspaper said, is in
proposing a new type of
Christology that seems to prefer the
“Jesus of history” to the “Christ of
faith” and downplays his transcen-
dent nature. The article, published
in L’Osservatore Romano March
24, came 10 days after the
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith published a note warning
of “erroneous or dangerous propo-
sitions” in the work of Father
Sobrino, a leading proponent of lib-
eration theology. The newspaper
article was written by Father
Antonio Stagliano, director of a
theological institute in Naples,
Italy.

Salvadoran rights
champion Maria Julia
Hernandez dies

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Maria
Julia Hernandez, who for more
than two decades led the San
Salvador Archdiocese’s interna-
tionally recognized human rights
efforts, died of a heart attack
March 30 in El Salvador. She was
68. Hernandez, who reportedly
had been hospitalized with heart
problems since March 9, suffered
a heart attack March 28 before the
fatal attack. Hernandez worked
alongside Archbishop Oscar A.
Romero, who was killed in 1980.
Two years later, when San
Salvador  Archbishop Arturo
Rivera Damas reorganized the
archdiocesan human rights agency
and established its successor,
Tutela Legal, Hernandez was
placed in charge. Thomas
Quigley, the U.S. bishops’ adviser
on Latin American affairs, called
Hernandez “the most tireless, yet
gentle, fighter for human rights in
El Salvador” and noted that “she
had worked more closely than
almost anyone with Archbishop
Romero. Like the Chilean
Vicariate of Solidarity, Tutela
became a model for human rights
organizations throughout the
hemisphere,” Quigley said April
2. “While her death is a terrible
loss for the still-urgent need for
monitoring violations of basic
rights in El Salvador, she is at last
with her beloved Monsenor
Romero.”
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XLT comes to
South Bend

SOUTH BEND — Bishop John
M. D’Arcy will preside at the first
South Bend area-wide XLT on
Friday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. at St.
Pius X Parish in Granger.

XLT (exalt) celebrates the risen
Lord and will include prayer with
Bishop D’Arcy, music by Frankie
and the Holy Rollers and Catholic
friends from the diocese.

XLT is praise and worship
music, reflection and time with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
with more praise and worship.
XLT appeals to high school and
college age Catholics to draw
them into deep worship, but
everyone is welcome and encour-
aged to come. Seeing the young
people’s energy and enthusiasm
for their faith is inspiring and even
contagious.

For more information, contact
Cindy Black at the diocesan
Office of Youth Ministry, (260)
422-4611.

Sacred Heart parishioners
receive Lilly scholarships

WARSAW — Both recipients this
year of the Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship,
announced by the Kosciusko
County Community Foundation,
are graduates and parishioners of
Sacred Heart in  Warsaw.
Presentations were made to Kayla
Durcholz and Danielle DeGeeter,
both  seniors at  Warsaw
Community High School.

Durcholz, the valedictorian of
her class, is an active parish vol-
unteer and a volunteer at Our
Father’s House.

Her essay, she told the Times-
Union newspaper in Warsaw, was
about a church group pilgrimage
to World Youth Day in Germany.
She plans to attend the University
of Notre Dame.

DeGeeter is ranked in the top 2
percent of her class. She is active
in youth group at Sacred Heart.
Her essay was about losing a city
championship basketball game
when she was a student at Sacred
Heart School. She plans to attend
Indiana University.

Women of Grace study
series meets in Auburn

AUBURN — The Women of
Grace study series has started at
Immaculate Conception Church in
Auburn with 38 women participat-
ing. The Women of Grace study
series is based on Johnnette
Benkovic’s book “Full of Grace,”
and is infused with sacred
Scripture, magisterial teaching,
church doctrine and the Catechism
of the Catholic Church. Women
taking this study will grow in
knowledge of their faith, deepen
their prayer life, meet a variety of
women saints, and come to see the
Blessed Virgin Mary as their
exemplar.

Johnnette Benkovic is founder
and president of Women of Grace,
and founder and president of
Living His Life Abundantly.
Johnnette has been active in the
field of Catholic communications
since 1987. She is host of “The
Abundant Life  Television
Program” (EWTN) and “Women
of Grace, Live” (Catholic radio).

AROUND THE DIOCESE

THIE CIRCLE OF LOVE PROVIDES FOR FOOD BANK

TESS STEFFEN

It is said that the third time is the charm, and that seems to be true this year at St. John
the Baptist Catholic School, Fort Wayne. This is the third year that the students have
been collecting enough nonperishable food to create a circle of cans around the church
and school. The cans supply the St. Patrick’s Food Bank, which is coordinated by the St.
Vincent de Paul Society, and the First Christian Church food bank.

Author of several books, includ-
ing, “Full of Grace: Women and
the Abundent Life,” Johnette is a
popular conference speaker and
retreat facilitator.

Cindy Turner and Melody
Rolston took this study course
through the diocese at the
Archbishop Noll Catholic Center
in Fort Wayne with Ginny
Kohrman facilitating in the fall.
Being touched by their own
growth in faith through this pro-
gram, Cindy and Melody asked
their  parish  priest, Father
Babasino Fernandes, if they could
bring the study to their parish here
in Auburn.

Women interested in learning
more about this study series or
pre-registering for the program
beginning in the fall are encour-
aged to call the Immaculate
Conception Church Parish office
at (260) 925-3930.

The lectures are all recorded by
Johnnette Benkovic on DVD. The
ladies are meeting once a week on
Saturday mornings for nine con-
secutive weeks concluding on
Mothers Day weekend.

Little Flower Parish to
present introduction to
Lectio Divina

SOUTH BEND — An
Introduction to Lectio Divina
Praying with Scripture will be
hosted by Little Flower Parish in
South Bend with seven sessions
beginning Thursday, April 12.
These sessions will explore and
practice the powerful prayer

method developed by St. Benedict
and the Benedictines over time.

Lectio Divina is a method of
prayer in which participants will
ruminate on a passage of Scripture
over and over again allowing God
to speak through the word.
Participants can pray this method
alone or in a group. Both methods
will be covered.

The sessions will focus on the
readings of Easter and the
Resurrection. Participants will meet
in Little Flower’s Parish Center
54191 N. Ironwood, in the Youth
Chapel on Thursdays, starting April
12, from 9:15 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. or
5:15 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

Participants need to bring a
Bible. Registration is only needed
for those who need child care,
which may be arranged by con-
tacting Jay Freel Landry at (574)
273-9722 or through e-mail at
Ifcoutreach@sbcglobal.net.

Sister Mary Brooks
recognized by Anderson
health care system

ANDERSON — To recognize the
kindness and leadership of Holy
Cross Sister Mary Katheryn
Brooks, Robert and Charlotte
Austin made a major gift to Saint
John’s Health System in Anderson
in her honor.

Sister Mary Brooks works for
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend in the Office of Spiritual
Development/Evangelization in
South Bend. She also served as
administrator of Saint John’s from
1969 to 1978. Robert Austin served

a term as operating board chair in
1974 and 1975.

“l was always impressed with
her kindness and her ability to
guide people through the decisions
and changes that needed to be
made,” Austin commented in the
February issues of the Partners in
Mission newsletter.

As a result of the $40,000 gift, a
trauma room in the new emergency
room, which opened in early
March, was named by Saint John’s.
Kyle De Fur, Saint John’s presi-
dent, said, “We are grateful to have
Robert and Charlotte recognize
Sister Mary Brooks in this way.
Administrators depend on caring,
professional volunteer leadership to
make dreams reality. With this gift
today, and service on the founda-
tion board, Bob continues to help
Saint John’s deliver the highest
quality care.

Aquinas Symposium at
Saint Mary’s (ollege

NOTRE DAME — Saint Mary’s
College holds the 10th annual
Thomas Aquinas Symposium on
Wednesday, April 11, at 7 p.m. in
the Haggar College Center. The
symposium is free and open to the
public.

This year’s speaker is Jean
Porter, professor of theology at the
University of Notre Dame. Her talk
is titled, “Reasoned Faith and
Faithful Reason: Thomas Aquinas
as Theologian and Philosopher.”
Thomas Aquinas, 13th century
philosopher, saint and teacher of the
church, is considered by many
Catholics to be the church’s greatest

theologian.

A reception will be held follow-
ing the lecture on the mezzanine of
the Haggar College Center.

The Joyce McMahon Hank

Aquinas Chair in Catholic
Theology, held by Saint Mary’s
College Religious Studies

Professor Joe Incandela, sponsors
the symposium with support from
the Saint Mary’s College Center for
Spirituality. For additional informa-
tion, call (574) 284-4636.

St. Joseph-5t. Elizabeth
Ann Seton student
named state
handwriting winner

FORT WAYNE — Jonathan Koury
was named the 2007 State
Handwriting Winner selected in the
National Handwriting Contest
sponsored by  Zaner-Bloser
Educational Publishers. Koury is a
second grader at St. Joseph-St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton School.

Koury will go on to compete
against state winners nationwide
for the title of national winner
selected for each grade level — one
through eight. A grand national
champion will be selected from all
national winners.

For the past 16 years, Zaner-
Bloser, the leading publisher of
handwriting materials, has spon-
sored the National Handwriting
Contest to emphasize the impor-
tance of developing good handwrit-
ing skills. This year, more than
157,000 students participated in the
contest nationwide.

Dismas House dinner,
awards and golf benefit
announced

SOUTH BEND — “Putting the
Pieces Back Together” is the theme
of the 21st annual dinner of Dismas
House to be held Thursday, April
19, at the Palais Royale in down-
town South Bend.

Michael Smith, former correc-
tional officer and hostage during
the 1971 Attica prison riots, will be
the main speaker.

The annual Father Jack Hickey
Award will be made to the
Honorable R. W. Chamblee, Jr., a
judge who has distinguished him-
self in the South Bend area.

This award will also be present-
ed to attorney Julie Verheye of
South Bend.

The annual benefit golf outing
of Dismas House will be Saturday,
May 12, at the Brookwood course
in Buchanan, Mich. Reservations
must be made by April 23. — EJD

Kenneth Hays to address
Knights

SOUTH BEND — Kenneth Hays
of the U.S. district attorney’s office,
will address members and spouses
of the Father Nieuwland Assembly,
4th Degree, Knights of Columbus,
at a dinner on Thursday, April 19, at
the Queen of Peace Council in
Mishawaka. Hays will speak on the
various ramifications of problems
that frequently occur at the district
level.

Lilliam Niezgodski is navigator
of the assembly. Chairmen of the
dinner are John J. Lehner and
James R. Burger. Reservations may
be phoned to either men at (574)
234-4580 or (574) 935-0283.
—EJD
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Bill to raise Indiana’s minimum wage passes House,
awaits Senate panel vote

BY BRIGID CURTIS AYER

INDIANAPOLIS — A bill to raise
Indiana’s minimum wage from
$5.15 to $7.50 by September 2008,
passed the Indiana House (71-29)
and awaits approval by a Senate
panel.

House Bill 1027, authored by
Rep. John Day (D-Indianapolis)
would raise Indiana’s minimum
hourly wage in three stages. The
wage would increase to $6 on
Sept. 1, 2007; $6.75 on March 1,
2008; and $7.50 on Sept. 1, 2008.

The bill, which received a hear-
ing March 28 by the Senate
Pensions and Labor Committee,
drew a large crowd of supporters
and opponents.

Rep. Day, the bill’s author, gave
the 11 members of the Senate
Pensions & Labor Committee two
reasons why they should support

the minimum wage bill in a letter.
First, “if Indiana’s wage rates had
kept up with the rate of inflation
over the past 20 years, it would be
$8.50 per hour.” Rep. Day’s letter
also told panel members that it’s
not just young people working for
spending money who are primarily
minimum wage earners. A 1998
report by the Congressional
Research Service (CRS) says that
nationally 36 percent of minimum
wage workers are ages 16-19.
Sixty percent are adults and 40
percent of those are the sole wage
earner of the family. “This group
should be our focus,” said Rep.
Day in the letter.

Indiana Catholic Conference
Executive Director Glenn Tebbe,
who testified March 28 before the
Senate panel in support of the bill,
said, “The Indiana Catholic
Conference supports an increase in
the minimum wage as a matter of

()
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justice for the worker and the fam-
ily. The principle of a just wage is
integral to our understanding of
human work. Wages should be
adequate for workers to provide
for themselves and their families
in dignity,” he said.

Beth Mickelson, public policy
and legislative specialist for the
Children’s Bureau, Inc., who also
testified in support of the bill said,
“An increase in the minimum
wage has a real benefit for families
living in poverty, which directly
affects the well being of children.
Twenty-two percent or 49,638 of
all Hoosier workers have incomes
which put them below the federal
poverty rate. This is simply not
acceptable for working families,”
said Mickelson. “What’s even
more staggering and upsetting is
the U.S. has the second highest
child poverty rate in the world
among developed nations. The
only nation which has a higher
child poverty rate is Mexico,” said
Mickelson.

Over a dozen groups testified in
support of the minimum wage bill
including a representative from the
Gary chapter of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP),
Lindsey Mintz, of the Jewish
Community Relations Council,
and a retired member of the United
Auto Workers among others.

Opponents to the bill including
Rep. Matt Bell who testified
against the bill in both the House
and Senate believe those working
at minimum wage are typically
teens who work so they can have
spending money. And that raising
the minimum wage will only hurt

Indiana has roughly 1.8
million hourly wage
earners. About 2
percent or 36,000
make $5.15 or less.

The current federal minimum
wage law covers public and
private groups engaged in
Interstate commerce or that
have sales of over $500,000
per year. Forty-three states
have minimum wage laws
that cover workers who are
not covered under the federal
minimum wage. In 2006 elec
tion, six states had raising the
minimum wage on the ballot
including Ohio, and all six
approved the wage hike.
Thirty-one states have enacted
minimum wage laws that go
beyond the federal minimum
wage rate.

small businesses causing some to
close thus elimination of the jobs
for those who the bill is trying to
help. A representative from the
Indiana Chamber of Commerce
and one from the Indiana
Manufacturers Association also
testified against the bill.

But Tebbe told Senate panel
members, “Information provided

by census survey of 2006 shows
minimum wage earners are not
only teenagers. Nearly half or 48
percent of minimum wage earners
are the household’s chief bread
winner, meaning that no higher
paid family members live with
them. He also said the federal min-
imum wage bill has also passed
the U.S. House of Representatives
and is awaiting passage in the U.S.
Senate. The federal bill would
raise the minimum wage in three
stages up to $7.25 by 2009. Rep.
Day’s bill raises the minimum
wage higher to $7.50 and quicker
by September 2008.

Tebbe explained that even if the
federal minimum wage is raised; it
does not cover thousands of work-
ers in Indiana who do not fall
under the federal law. “Indiana
needs to set its minimum at a rea-
sonable level to ensure that work-
ers and their families are given the
opportunity to access what is need-
ed for one’s material, social and
spiritual well being,” said Tebbe.

Rep. Day concluded the letter
to Senate panel members saying,
“Those who most need the
increase can not hire a lobbyist to
make their case, they are depend-
ing on us.”

Bills must be passed out of
committee by April 4 to advance.

Indiana Catholic Conference recom-
mended reading on the working
poor “Nickel and Dimed: On
(not) Getting By in America,” by
Barbara Ehrenreich
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Easter disciples

BY GINNY KOHRMAN

Opening Prayer

God of mercy, you have filled
us with the hope of resurrection
by restoring man to his original
dignity. May we who relive the
mystery each year come to share
it in perpetual love. Grant this
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your son, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

— Opening Prayer,
Wednesday of the
Second Week of Easter

Scripture: Mt 28:8-15, Jn 20:
11-28, Lk 24: 13-48, Jn 21:1-14,
Mk 16:9-15

(ommentary

“Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!

Exalt, all creation around
God’s throne! Jesus Christ, our
King, is risen!

Sound the trumpet of salva-
tion! — Easter Proclamation

My heart races with joy as |
recall and reflect upon the mys-
teries of the passion, death and
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. This season wells up
within me an excitement and love
that is nearly unexplainable or
too deep for words. Lenten
preparations and prayer and the
liturgies of the Easter triduum
make me want to shout aloud, as
did Mary Magdalene, “I have
seen the Lord!” (Jn 20:18b) | feel
like racing about saying to others,
“The Lord has truly been raised!”
(Lk 24: 34)

My oldest son often pokes fun
at me by saying in his “mom”
voice, “This is mom’s favorite
week ... when Jesus won victory
over death.” He is right. It is my
favorite liturgical season not only
because it is packed with signs,
symbols and words of joy, hope,
life and celebration, but also
because the Scriptures of the
Easter Octave nourish us with

many messages for our own spir-
itual journey. I invite you to pon-
der the daily Gospel readings of

Easter week as you celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus.

Mt 28:8-15 — Mary Magdalene and
the Other Mary

Matthew’s Gospel tells us that
two women, Mary Magdalene
and Mary, the mother of James
and Joseph, were the first to see
the empty tomb of Jesus and to
be told by an angel, “He is not
here, for he has been raised just
as he said.” They experienced
both an earthquake and an angel
of the Lord who told them “Do
not be afraid!” but go tell the dis-
ciples that Jesus has risen. Either
one of these events would have
scared me to death.

The Scriptures tell us that the
two women quickly left the tomb
to do as the angel had told them
and that they were both “fearful
and overjoyed.” They had come
to the tomb ready to face sadness
and death, but in a moment Jesus
had called them to faith and
action without fear. By loving
and following Jesus, they had
become vulnerable, opening
themselves to the possibility of
both great joy and much pain.
When Jesus appears to them as
they were running, the women
embrace his feet and worship him
with incredible joy.

Mary and the other Mary tell
us that the spiritual journey with
Jesus takes a great deal of forti-
tude. We cannot always flee from
evil, avoid or change difficult cir-
cumstances, or know what will
happen in the days ahead.
However, given the grace of God,
we can cling to that which is
good and endure horrible things
without being defeated. Mary and
Mary approached the tomb as the
darkness of death was fading and
the new light of life was dawn-
ing. They shook off their fear of
despair and spiritual suffering,
running to spread the good news
after experiencing the presence of
the Lord. Fortitude presumes that

we allow ourselves to be vulnera-
ble to death and life while
remaining courageously open to
the overflowing gift of God’s
graces. Mary and the other Mary
trembled with the virtue of forti-
tude.

Lk 24: 13-35 — Emmaus, Cleopus and
the other disciple

Cleopus and the other disciple,
walking, talking and feeling
“downcast,” encounter a visitor
on their journey to Emmaus from
Jerusalem. The two disciples
were not only mourning the death
of Jesus but also the loss of their
hope that Jesus would be the one
to rescue Israel. When they first
encounter Jesus, they do not rec-
ognize him. As Jesus talks with
them in their state of depression,
he says, “Oh, how foolish you
are! How slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets spoke.” (Lk
24:25)

Nevertheless, Jesus, out of
compassion, explains the mean-
ing of all the ancient Scriptures
and his death on the cross. In
addition, he takes time to eat with
them. Jesus brings meaning back
into their lives and turns their
darkness into light. Jesus opens
their hearts and helps them to see
the events of past days through
his eyes.

As Christians we, like the dis-
ciples, need the virtue of pru-
dence. Prudence demands a clear
spiritual vision, careful thought
and a healthy control of our emo-
tions. The two disciples had
turned away from Jerusalem, dis-
appointed, confused and full of
fear. Upon the death of Jesus,
they had lost their spiritual
vision.

However, Jesus stays with
them in their discouragement. He
reveals the truth of all that has
occurred and sets them sure-foot-
edly on the road back to
Jerusalem. Jesus helps the two
disciples regain their trust in
God’s plan. They begin to realize
that Jesus would not have invited
them into his life without also

giving them clear spiritual
vision, steadiness of emotion and
good thoughts.

Jesus is with us. He is the one
who helps us see things clearly.
He makes the darkness light and
directs our paths. Jesus helps us
to sort out that which is good and
that which is evil. The two disci-
ples on the road to Emmaus
remind us of the need to pray for
the virtue of prudence.
Regardless of what is going on
around us, we must keep our
eyes on the Lord and trust that he
will give us the grace to do what
is good ... joyfully ... on the
many roads of life.

Evangelization action
challenge

In this week following Easter,
reflect on the remaining Gospel
readings in the quiet of your
days.

Interior renewal:

Jn 20: 1118

Reflect on the virtues of Mary
Magdalene, who continued to
believe and love Jesus, even
when she did not understand all
that was happening. Which of
her virtues do you possess or
hope to obtain?

Reaching out to others:

Jn 21114

This story of the appearance
of Jesus to Peter and his disciples
affirms the reality of Christ’s res-

urrection. Jesus tells them to cast
out their nets, and the disciples
catch a net full of fish. Using the
virtues of prudence and forti-
tude, cast out your net lovingly
to someone so that he or she,
too, can embrace this season of
hope.

Transforming society:

Mk 16: 9-15

Jesus corrects the apostles for
their unbelief and hardness of
heart and then tells them, “Go
into the whole world and pro-
claim the Gospel to every crea-
ture.” During these weeks of
Easter celebration, live as St.
Francis teaches: “Proclaim the
Gospel; use words if necessary.”

(losing Prayer

“Rejoice, heavenly powers!
Sing, choirs of angels!

Exalt, all creation around
God’s throne!

Jesus Christ, our King, is
risen!

Sound the trumpet of salva-
tion!

Rejoice, O earth, in shining
splendor,

Radiant in the brightness of
your King!

Christ has conquered! Glory
fills you!

Darkness vanishes for ever!”

— Easter Proclamation
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