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TODAY’S CATHOLIC Fostering vocations comes from
homes, parishes and bishop

Even in Christmas week the work 
continues

Now that Tony Steinacker has become
Father Tony Steinacker, we have 17 young
men preparing for the priesthood. So, the
work of fostering vocations must continue.
It is done primarily in the home and in the
parish, but the bishop has a key role to play.
With the help of our vocation office, Father
Bernard Galic and his assistant, Mary
Szymczak, we scheduled two Andrew
Dinners this week, between Christmas and
New Year’s Day. In the Gospel of John, we
read that Andrew brought his brother, Peter,
to the Lord. So, priests are asked to bring
young men to these dinners; not just any
young men, but those whom they believe
have a vocation to the priesthood. These
evenings are very encouraging. The invita-
tion to the young men came from priests. I
think that counting both dinners, we had
between 15 and 20 young men, most of
them in high school but a few in college.

The first night was held at St. Pius X
Parish, Granger, with Father Bill Schooler
as host. In my usual brilliant planning, I
thought it best to take the circuitous route,
up 69 and down the toll road, which I
understand is now owned by some compa-
ny in Europe, Australia or wherever. It was
a good decision because St. Pius is right
next to an exit. I made the mistake of ask-
ing the young woman who took the toll
where St. Pius Church was. “Take a right,”
she said. Excessively obedient, I took a
right and followed a drive throughout St.
Pius Parish. It is not a place where you can
ask directions, but I must have passed every
home in the parish, and wound up just over
the Michigan line before I could find lights,
stores and a gas station. I was quickly sent
south to Ontario Road and Fir Road and St.
Pius Parish.

There was still time to talk to the young
men. They had watched an exceptional
video on the priesthood prepared by the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and had talks from two of our sem-
inarians, Andy Budzinski, the former lep-
rechaun of the Notre Dame cheerleaders
and a graduate of Notre Dame, and Kevin
Bauman, who chaired the modern language
department at Notre Dame and taught
Spanish. So, there was still an opportunity
for some words from the bishop.

I was very impressed with the young
men who were present. They came from
Marian High School, Saint Joseph’s High
School, Penn High School and other places.
After joining them for night prayer in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, noting a beauti-
ful new tabernacle brought west from
Boston by Father Dan Scheidt, I was able
to have a late supper.

A delightful visit then with Father
Schooler, and I heard about the extraordi-
nary crowds for Mass at St. Pius, as in all
our churches. Also, I was pleased to hear

about the very large number of confessions
at St. Pius before Christmas.

The next day, there was a meeting of the
Serra Club at Holy Family in South Bend
following a Mass. Thanks to the Serrans for
their work on behalf of vocations.

Later in Fort Wayne
In Fort Wayne, we met at St. Charles

Borromeo Parish. Here the two talks were
given by Jake Runyon and Tink Coonan.
Jake told us that his decision came when he
was 15 and was at Denver at World Youth
Day with Pope John Paul II. He noticed the
priests and how happy they were. Tink (I
think it stands for Terry), whose brother,
Matt, is also studying for the priesthood for
our diocese, told about his spiritual journey
through St. Vincent de Paul Parish, the
Life-Teen Program, which had a strong
influence, and the University of Dayton.
Once again, we retired to the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel for night prayer. Young
men came from Bishop Luers, Bishop
Dwenger and Carroll high schools.

Other events
Our vocation office does much more

than this. A group of priests and sisters visit
each high school. Father Galic tells me how
much the spirit has improved since they
first started this effort over 10 years ago.
Priests and religious also visit the fifth and
eighth grades in our parish schools.

A number of vocation events are being
planned for the Jubilee Year. Among them
is a program entitled Called By Name in
which laity give names to the bishop and
the vocation office of young people whom
they think may have a call to be a priest or
religious. For the second year in a row, our
seminarians will sponsor a retreat for young
men out of high school who might be inter-
ested in the priesthood. This initiative came
from the seminarians themselves. They
learned some of it from other dioceses and
have adapted it to our own situation.

There is another program which shows
their wonderful imagination. I will tell you
about that at another time. It deserves spe-
cial mention.

Above all, prayer
Above everything else, there is prayer —

the rosary, prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament, prayer to the saints — which
will bring, and is bringing more young men
and women to seriously consider the priest-
hood and consecrated life. I am counting on
all our people for this effort while I, as
bishop, must always keep before me my
serious responsibilities in this matter.

Christmas in this diocese
Once again, it was my privilege to cele-

brate this wonderful feast with our people.
This year, I had the good fortune of driving
to and from South Bend with our very dedi-
cated, energetic and totally devoted master-
of-ceremonies (and interim head of the
Office of Worship), James Fitzpatrick.
There was the usual huge crowd on
Christmas Eve at St. Matthew Cathedral
Church. A delightful meal served and
cooked by the indefatigable rector of the
cathedral, Father Michael Heintz.

Back through the night and a chance to

rest before the great honor of celebrating
the midnight Mass at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, followed by egg
casserole, quiche and coffee cake with
Father Robert Schulte, our wonderful and
devoted vicar general and rector of the
cathedral. With us were Father James
Stoyle and two visiting priests, Father Pius
from Nigeria and Father Edward from Sri
Lanka. We enjoyed each other so much it
was hard to break, even though it was 2:30
in the morning.

Then there was a delightful morning
Mass at the University of Saint Francis
Chapel on television. In fact, both the mid-
night Mass and the morning Mass were tel-
evised. A new evangelization. Not new in
content but new in ardor, in method and
expression.

A quiet day then, with much thanksgiv-
ing to God. These great feasts become more
and more cherished as I realize that there
are not too many of them left for me as
bishop of this diocese. I will stretch it out
and take as many as I can.

And now the jubilee
It was my privilege to announce it at the

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on
Dec. 31, as I will this coming Sunday at St.
Matthew Cathedral, South Bend. I hope
you have a chance to read my pastoral let-
ter, which is in this edition. I thank Tim
Johnson and his excellent staff for prepar-
ing this historic edition, which will be sent
to every home in the diocese. I hope every-
one will take out a subscription. How else
will you know about what is going on in
this Jubilee Year, and how else will you
know of the work that Christ is doing in
our diocese?

A special thanks also to Craig Klugman,
editor of the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette,
and to Rosa Hernandez for her excellent,
front-page article on our Jubilee Year,
which appeared in the Journal Gazette last
Sunday. Let us hope that the South Bend
Tribune will do as well.

Mince pie
I must say a word of thanks to many

people from all over the diocese who some-
how knew about my favorite holiday deli-
cacy, mincemeat pie. Pieces of this delicacy
came from everywhere, and I have eaten
most of them. Enough. Time to go back on
a diet.

I will be heading to my hometown for a
few days to visit my family, especially my
sister, Mary, whom I commend to your
prayers in her serious illness. While my
home parish has closed, I have been invited
by a neighboring pastor to celebrate a Mass
there for my jubilee on Jan. 14, at St.
Columbkille’s Parish. Columbkille is an
Irish saint and I remember the parish of
which he is patron as a great Irish enclave;
a place of great vitality with a parish school
and even a high school. My family will be
there and hopefully a few friends of my
dear parents.

Hope to see you next week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES
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Pastoral letter on the threshold of the Jubilee Year, the
150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend

We stand on the threshold
of our observance of the
150th anniversary of the

founding of our diocese by
Blessed Pope Pius IX. This pres-
ents to us an opportunity, a
moment of grace and a pastoral
challenge. 

To read the history of our dio-
cese is to note with reverence the
struggle of every generation to fol-
low Jesus Christ and build a
Catholic culture: to honor the fam-
ily; to foster vocations to the
priesthood and the consecrated
life; to erect churches so hearts and
spirits can be raised to God in a
worthy manner. These were the
goals of those who went before us
in this place.

As one looks back over the
years, one finds evidence every-
where of the life of faith and of
prayer, which must always accom-
pany growth in faith. This is
shown in a variety of ways. From
the earliest days we find devotion
to the Blessed Sacrament; constant
devotion to Our Lady and the erec-
tion of churches in her honor.
Also, there is the building of
schools and the establishment of
catechetical programs for those in
public schools so the young may
meet Jesus Christ and so that the
Catholic tradition of honoring faith
and reason may be respected.

A particularly noteworthy part
of the history of our diocese entails
the establishment here of some of
the great religious communities
coming from Europe, followed by
the flourishing of those congrega-
tions. This century and a half is
especially marked by the presence
of those priests, brothers and sis-
ters in apostolates and ministries,
which nourished the entire diocese.

It is also important to note the
arrival of immigrants over several
generations and the welcome that
they received in our parishes; the
response of the church’s leadership
to the signs of the times and to the

challenges brought by a secular
culture ever more aggressive and
challenging, and always there is
the singular importance of the
parish priest.

This has been a local church
marked by a missionary spirit.
Indeed, it was established by mis-
sionaries, men and women who
came this way after a journey of
great sacrifice. So, let us look to
some of the characteristics, which
can be found in those who came
here in the early days to a rough
and untamed land and to those
who followed them. They pos-
sessed a spirit of sacrifice and a
willingness to endure, and even
embrace, suffering and hardship
and to see it as a sharing in the
cross of Christ. They had a strong
and unwavering sense of the provi-
dence of God and an intimate rela-
tionship with the person of Jesus
Christ, our savior, fostered by
prayer and his presence in the
Eucharist, evident in the letters
they left behind and which still
inspire us. 

It seems appropriate to speak of
four of these missionaries. First,
there is Rev. Edward Sorin, the
founder of several of our parishes
in the South Bend area and of the
University of Notre Dame. He
came accompanied by several
Brothers of Holy Cross. Listen to
his assurance of the Lord’s pres-
ence accompanying him and his
companions in the rough Indiana
wilderness: 

“This very evening we have hung
up in our little chapel our sanctu-
ary lamp only the second to be
found in this vast diocese. It burns
now before our modest altar …
across the woods we see the lamp
that lights up the mean dwelling
where our good master resides, we
know full well that we are not
alone. Jesus Christ dwells in our
midst and we take courage. We
come to visit him and in the night
as in the day our eyes are fixed
upon the tabernacle.” — “Letter of
Edward Sorin to Basil Moreau:
Edward Sorin,” M O’Connell.

Then there is Mother Theodore
Guerin, recently declared a saint,
founder of the Sisters of
Providence, and one of the
founders of the Catholic school
system in our diocese. On her
arrival in Indiana, Mother Guerin
expressed the deep desire of her-
self and her companions to experi-
ence the presence of Christ in the
Eucharist before doing anything
else: 

“We had agreed among ourselves
that our first visit would be made
to the Blessed Sacrament, and that
we would not speak to anyone
before having satisfied the longing
of our hearts.” — “Journals and
Letters of Mother Theodore Guerin:
Founder of the Sisters of
Providence,” ed Sister Mary
Theodesia.
We also learn of Angelique

Campeau, a lay catechist who
worked alongside Father Stephen
Badin, the first priest ordained in
what became the United States, in
catechizing the Potawatomi
Indians. She remains an inspiration
to the many lay catechists now
teaching in our diocese.

We also see in the history of
our diocese the extraordinary wit-
ness of Msgr. Julian Benoit, the
intrepid French missionary, the
builder of the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception who can
be called the founder of the church
in the Fort Wayne area.

I mention these few because
they are typical of the early spiritu-
al founders, and because we need
to learn of their spirit so we might
know more clearly from whence
we came and also what it is that
God is asking of us as we live
together the challenge of this year
of jubilee.

Sir, we want to see Jesus
As we look to the past for

inspiration, we must realize that
the year of the jubilee points
ahead. As we look to the holy men
and women who established the
church here and preached the
Gospel and lived it, we, like they,
must face the questions that the
times and the prevailing culture
are putting to us as followers of
Jesus Christ. 

Pope John Paul II, who guided
the church into the new millenni-
um, turned to the Scriptures to find
the question that is in the hearts of
the men and women of this age. It
is the question I wish to place
before our diocese as we set forth
on this jubilee; the question Pope
John Paul II placed before the
church as part of the observance of
the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000.
It remains fresh in our hearts and
minds. We have made it the central
theme of this jubilee year. It is a
call to prayer, a call to holiness.

“ ‘We wish to see Jesus.’ (Jn 12:21)
This request, addressed to the
Apostle Philip by some Greeks who
had made a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem for the Passover, echoes
spiritually in our ears too during
this jubilee year. Like those pilgrims
of 2,000 years ago, the men and
women of our day — often per-
haps unconsciously — ask believers
not only to ‘speak’ of Christ, but in
a certain sense to ‘show’ him to
them. And is it not the church’s
task to reflect the light of Christ in

every historical period, to make his
face shine also before the genera-
tions of the new millennium?
Our witness, however, would be
hopelessly inadequate if we our-
selves had not first contemplated
his face.” — “Novo Millennio
Ineunte,” apostolic letter, Pope
John Paul II

Our call then in this jubilee
year, the call of every parish and
of all our ministries and aposto-
lates is first of all a call to prayer.
When as individuals and parishes
our habit of prayer grows strong,
then we will be accompanied by
Christ as we spread the word of
God. Our evangelization, our out-
reach, risks becoming sterile if it is
not rooted in prayer and the devout
reception of the sacraments and
openness to the Gospel of Christ.

Everywhere there is hunger for
a faith which is alive and which
helps others to believe. Pope Paul
VI put it graphically in his beauti-
ful reflection on evangelization.

“The world, in spite of the general
opinion to the contrary, and
although it gives every outward
sign of denying God, is in fact seek-
ing God by strange ways and is in
desperate need of God. This world
is looking for preachers of the
Gospel to speak to it of God whom
they know as being close to them,
as though seeing him who is invisi-
ble. The world expects of us, and
demands of us, a life of simplicity,
the habit of prayer, charity towards
all and especially towards children
and the poor. It expects obedience
and humility, forgetfulness of self
and abnegation. If these signs of
sanctity are wanting, our words will
not reach the hearts of men in our

time. There is a grave danger that
they will be vain and sterile.” —
“Evangelii Nuntiandi,” Pope Paul VI

How then can we meet this
need, this hunger so evident in our
times? What means can we take so
that the people of our time are
helped to contemplate the face of
Christ and so that the spiritual
hunger of our times can be met? In
short, how can this year of jubilee
help us to live our vocation to
come to know Jesus Christ and
help others to know him?

What I am asking of myself
and of all of us is that we embrace
this as a year for the pursuit of
holiness. It is a year to be marked
by prayer in the parish and by
efforts of evangelization rooted in
prayer.

What I pray for, under God’s
grace, is that this year of prayer
and outreach, of repentance and
return, of sorrow for sin and hope
in Jesus Christ will give light for
the years that follow. The jubilee
must be seen as a spiritual retreat.
We are called to become a church
that prays and prays more intense-
ly. 

Christ called the apostles to
“come apart and rest” with him
awhile before sending them out.
So it must be with us. (cf Lk 6:12-
16) This is the great apostolic par-
adox — to be with him, and also
to be sent out by him. It must
guide us still.

Pope John Paul emphasized
again and again that there is no
effective evangelization without
contemplation. Our going forth
will not bear fruit unless time is

B Y  B I S H O P  J O H N  M .  D ’ A R C Y

T IM JOHNSON

Saint Mother Theodore Guérin’s tapestry hangs at St. Peter’s Basilica on
the day of her canonization, Oct. 15, 2006. A pilgrim group, representing
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, attended the canonization. She
is the first saint canonized from Indiana and is considered one of the
founders of Catholic education in the diocese. Foundress of the Sisters of
Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Mother Theodore sent sisters
to staff St. Augustine Academy in Fort Wayne in 1846.

P A S T O R A L ,  P A G E  4

Holy Cross Father
Edward Sorin is
the founder of 
several parishes  in
the South Bend
area and of the
University of Notre
Dame. 

PROVIDED BY BROTHER CHARLES MCBRIDE,  CSC
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first spent with him. This is time
for prayer. We must do both; not
necessarily one first and the other
second, but both together. Here are
the means that I will ask each
parish to employ, remembering
always that we are beginning
something, or rather renewing
something that many did before
us. What we do as a diocese this
year will light the way for the
years that follow.

The parish mission 
This is a time of prayer and

evangelization. I request every
parish to have a mission, which
will include outreach and invita-
tion to Catholics who have left the
practice of their faith. In order to
make this possible, I ask every
parish to schedule their mission
between Jan. 1, 2006 and Dec. 1,
2008. Thus, we include the year
just completed, and this gives
parishes a full three-year period
allowing time to schedule and pre-
pare a truly parish-wide mission in
every parish. It is recommended
that the Office of Spiritual
Development be used. In that pro-
gram, priests, religious and laity
from our diocese present the
instructions on the word of God.
When this happens, both the pre-
senter and the listener are served
spiritually. It is a more complete
time of renewal. If a parish does
choose another group of mission-
aries, they must use the prepara-
tion methods of evangelization as
perfected by our diocesan office.
This includes personal contact, a
letter from the pastor as well as a
phone call to each parishioner, and
a time of intense intercessory
prayer before and during the mis-
sion. This preparation involves the
whole parish, led by the pastor, in
prayer, outreach and preparation.
The Office of Spiritual
Development stands ready to give
help to all parishes in the prepara-
tion, including those who might
choose a missionary from outside
the diocese. The mission must
include opportunities for the sacra-
ment of penance, as well as

instruction on both penance and
the holy Eucharist.

During Lent 2007, there will be
several simultaneous efforts to
draw people closer to Christ and
his church.

The media 
There will be extensive use of

television, radio, billboards and
other instruments made possible
by a grant from Our Sunday
Visitor, inviting everyone, but
especially inactive Catholics, to
“come home” to Christ and the
church. 

Mercy Day 
Following a diocesan-wide

effort, which will include a 1-800
phone number for those seeking
counseling and help before return-
ing to the sacrament of penance,
all priests will make themselves
available, on a particular day, for
the sacrament of penance at a time
and date to be announced.

Wells of Hope 
This is an original instrument

prepared for our diocese by our
Office of Spiritual Development. It
has already begun and will include
the training of disciples to go two-
by-two to visit people who might
be interested in returning to the
practice of their faith. This splen-
did effort can also be linked with
the parish-wide mission. In the
visit, people can be invited to
attend the mission.

Expansion of eucharistic
adoration 

Every parish should consider
increasing the hours of exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament and
should make clear intentions of
prayer for vocations to the priest-
hood and consecrated life.

Intensified efforts to reach,
love and serve the poor in
each parish 

The encyclical of Pope
Benedict XVI, “Deus Caritas Est,”
calls us to this effort.

“The church cannot neglect the
service of charity any more than
she can neglect the sacraments and
the word of God.
“For the church charity is not a

kind of welfare activity which could
equally be left to others, but is a
part of her nature, an indispensa-
ble reflection of her very being.” —
“Deus Caritas Est,” Pope Benedict
XVI.

Renewal of the sacrament
of penance 

This is to take place on the
diocesan level through Mercy Day,
which will be accompanied by
extensive media efforts to call peo-
ple back to this sacrament and to
the full practice of their faith, and
by a special telephone number
through which people can receive
counseling and discuss personal
problems, which may have pre-
vented them from returning to the
practice of their faith. As valuable
as this intense effort will be, our

priests are well aware that efforts
to draw people to Christ who
awaits them in the sacrament of
penance and in the celebration of
the holy Eucharist must be ongo-
ing throughout the year in every
parish.

Family life 
Parishes and pastors must look

for ways, in collaboration with the
diocesan Office of Family Life, to
help parents form their families as
communities of faith, prayer and
service. Pope John Paul II set forth
this beautiful vision for Catholic
family life in the following way:

“Catholic parents must learn to
form their family as a ‘domestic
church,’ a church in the home, as it
were, where God is honored, his law
is respected, prayer is a normal
event, virtue is transmitted by word
and example, and everyone shares

the hopes, the problems and suf-
ferings of everyone else. All this is
not to advocate a return to some
outdated style of living: it is to
return to the roots of human
development and human happi-
ness!” — “Homily at the Aqueduct
Race Track,” New York, 1995

As part of this intensified effort to
help build a Catholic culture in the
home, the parish should look for
opportunities to present to married
couples and to couples preparing for
marriage the beauty of the church’s
teaching on marriage, family, sexual-
ity and the human body.

Evangelization and 
catechesis of young people 

A recent study entitled Soul
Searchers has examined the efforts
of various churches and religious
groups to reach young people with
the message of the Gospel. The
study found that when Catholics
engage and educate young people,
especially teenagers, there is
strong response. Alas, it found,
with some encouraging excep-
tions, that Catholics do not do this
adequately. In great part, we have
failed to show our young people
the face of Christ. We have not
heard and attended to their cry, the
cry given to the Apostle Philip on
the day of the great feast, “We
want to see Jesus.” As part of the
jubilee year, I ask every parish to
assess the effort it is making for
the sanctification and instruction
of young people. I pledge to work
with our Office of Youth Ministry,
our Office of Catechesis, our
Office of Young Adult Ministry
and our parishes to enhance this
effort. The following characteris-
tics should be part of every parish
effort to reach our young people.

1. Instruction on the holy
Eucharist, a multifaceted mystery,
and help to pray well at Mass,
along with time for quiet prayer in
the presence of the Blessed

Now Accepting Orders...For The Official

2007 DIRECTORY
For the Diocese of

Fort Wayne-South Bend
Over 200 pages of information covering diocesan

HISTORY • OFFICES • PARISHES • CLERGY • SEMINARIANS
GRADES SCHOOLS • HIGH SCHOOLS • COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES & SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Please send_____copies of the 2007 Diocesan Directory at $15 per copy (includes postage and
handling).  Enclosed is my check payable to the CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE, for $____

Name___________________________Address__________________________________________

City____________________State__________Zip_________Please allow four weeks for delivery.

Mail to: Catholic Communications Office • 915 South Clinton Street • Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802

$15
per copy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

PASTORAL

DON CLEMMER

Diocesan youth director Cindy Black initiated XLT, praise and worship music, reflection and time with Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament. XLT appeals to high school and college age Catholics to draw them into worship. The
first diocesan XLT took place Sept. 28, 2006 at St. Mary Church, Fort Wayne.
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Sacrament.
2. Instruction and catechesis

presented in a way that is attrac-
tive, with exchange in conversa-
tions and questions and answers
between young people and the
priest, as well as between young
people and their lay leaders. Young
people today are growing in
sophistication in many of the disci-
plines they study. They are highly
technological and the Internet is
part of their lives. The Internet
itself brings about interesting and
valuable information as well as
dark and offensive images. Young
people must be educated to know
the difference and helped to have
the grace and strength to make the
right choices. As they become bet-
ter and better educated at an early
age, we cannot allow that the
Catholic Church, which has
always honored faith and reason,
the church of the great universities,
the church, which fosters educa-
tion, should fail to instruct its
young people.

“In our pastoral care we ask our-
selves: How are we to reveal Jesus
Christ, God made man, to the mul-
titudes of children and young peo-
ple, reveal him not just in the fasci-
nation of a first fleeting encounter
but through an acquaintance grow-
ing deeper and clearer daily, with
him, his message, the plan of God
that he has revealed, the call he
addresses to each person and the
kingdom that he wishes to estab-
lish. ...” — “Catechesi Tradendae,”
John Paul II, page 31
3. Service. Pope Benedict XVI

has called the whole church to the
ministry of charity and the element
of service to those who are in
need, including the disabled, must
be a component of every parish in
its work with our youth so that in
their early years they may recog-
nize Christ in their neighbor who
is in need.

4. The training of adults who
are to serve as teachers, core team
members, organizers and mentors.
They must work in close harmony
with the priest. A program where
the young people do not experi-
ence the close pastoral presence of
the priest lacks an essential com-
ponent. At the same time, a youth
initiative which lacks the presence
of lay people, including married
couples, lacks a necessary vital
presence. Many parishes take great
advantage of programs provided
by the diocese; many of them
linked with the theology depart-
ment at the University of Notre
Dame for the training of catechists.
Some parishes have not sent teach-
ers to these programs. The parish
council or other appointed com-
mittee should work closely with
the pastor for constant training —
year after year — of new cate-
chists to teach our young people
and to teach on the adult level as
well.

The jubilee year. Not an
end, but a beginning

Like those who went before us,
we are called to do those things
which will strengthen the church
for decades to come. Our jubilee
year, then, is not an end, but a
beginning.

Our call is to establish strong
foundations in certain key areas of
pastoral life, to put in place a
structure for faith and prayer,
which will bring forth fruit in the
years to come. It may be some
time before this year of planting
brings forth the desired fruit. That

is the way of grace and the way of
salvation. As Cardinal Ratzinger
once said to me at an “ad limina”
visit, “That is salvation history.
One person sows and another
reaps.”

But let us begin.
I ask each parish to initiate con-

versations and planning in the fol-
lowing areas.

1. A program of prayer and out-
reach including, but not limited to,
a parish mission.

2. A program of prayer for
vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life, which will
include eucharistic adoration. The
Office of Worship will be provid-
ing help to every parish.

3. An evaluation of the present
parish youth ministry program to
be conducted in close collabora-
tion with our Office of Youth
Ministry. As Pope Benedict XVI
pointed out in conversation with
parish priests in northern Italy, it
may be that smaller parishes may
have to be linked together. A pro-
gram of youth ministry in the
parish should include the four
foundations, which are indicated
above. Our Office of Youth
Ministry is ready and eager to
help.

4. The training of catechists.
Many parishes take advantage of
programs prepared by the diocese
for the training of catechists and
for adult religious education. 

The catechetical program in a
parish can only fully flourish when
there are strong programs of adult
education. A number of parishes
have made great advances in this
area and every parish is called to
this. Many adult Catholics are hun-
gry to know their faith.

5. Every parish should reflect
on the ministry of charity, recog-
nizing that service to the poor and
those in need is closely linked to
the Eucharist. The parish should
search out the poor and see what
needs are not being met. The
parish council or committee
appointed to this should read care-
fully “Deus Caritas Est” of Pope
Benedict XVI, keeping in mind his
words: “Within the community of
believers, there can never be room
for poverty that denies anyone
what is needed for a dignified
life.” 

The events
The main event is the

Eucharistic Congress to be con-
ducted on Aug. 18 at the
University of Notre Dame. It will
include an ecumenical service; cat-
echeses at different locations
throughout the campus; eucharistic
adoration; the rosary at regular
intervals at the Notre Dame grotto;
opportunity for the sacrament of
penance; special programs for
young people; and an exhibition of
art. It will conclude late Saturday
afternoon with the celebration of
the Eucharist at the Joyce Center.
The entire diocese will be called to
attend this event. There will be no
parish Masses that Saturday after-
noon throughout the diocese, no
weddings, funerals or athletic
events and no parish confessions,
as all the priests will be at Notre
Dame where they will be hearing
confessions and presenting catech-
eses. 

There will be two diocesan
regional confirmations in
September — one in South Bend
and one in Fort Wayne — showing
the unity of our young people and

of our families.
The Jubilee Pilgrim Cross will

continue its pilgrimage through
parishes and institutions, carried
by our young people so that all
may observe the instrument of our
salvation and be drawn to him.
“And when I am lifted up from the
earth, I will draw everyone to
myself.” — Jn 12:32, New
American Bible

A personal note
During this jubilee year, it will

be my great privilege to celebrate
50 years as a priest. Filled with
gratitude and also a great sense of
unworthiness, We will celebrate
this event on Sunday, April 15,
2007. I hope we can show forth
the vocation of the priest and bish-
op in such a way that other young
men will hear the call of Christ
and respond. Let us approach this
year with humility, with sorrow for
sin, and with gratitude to Jesus
Christ for his gifts to this diocese
over a century and a half. Let us
approach it also with a prayer of
petition that the Most Holy Trinity
will shower many gifts upon us in

this year and, like those who went
before us, the seeds to be planted
may fall on good ground and bring
forth a hundredfold. Let us make it
a joyful year for joy is one of the
fruits of the Holy Spirit.

To contemplate the face of
Christ and to contemplate
it with Mary

On Dec. 8, we will celebrate
the feast of the Immaculate
Conception, the patronal feast of
our diocese. On that day in the
cathedral church dedicated to her
under this title and in all the parish
churches in the diocese, we will
consecrate our diocese, our people
and our future to her, knowing that
her prayer of intercession will
bring countless blessings and
graces in the years to come. We
will entrust this beloved diocese to
her and pray for all those who
come after us in this holy place.

The beautiful jubilee image,
typical of many of the works of art
in our diocese, also shows our
theme: Behold the Face of Christ,
and also the millennium admoni-
tion of Pope John Paul II:
“Contemplate the Face of Christ
and Contemplate It with Mary.”

Together, let us seek and behold
the face of Christ. I call all in our
diocese, our priests, our religious,
all our parishes and all our people
to seek the face of Christ in prayer;
in reparation for sin, especially
through the sacrament of penance;
in outreach and evangelization; in
improved ministry to and with our
young people; in the training of
catechists and programs of adult
religious education; and through
works of charity for those in need.

May God bless our journey, our
jubilee year. I place it in the hands
of Our Lady, our patroness.

Together, let us seek the face of
Christ. His steadfast love endures
forever.

Most Reverend 
John M. D’Arcy
Jan. 1, 2007
Feast of the Mother of God
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TODAY’S  C ATHOLIC ARCHIVES

The Jubilee Pilgrim Cross continues its journey across the diocese from
parish to parish with academic and religious congregation visits includ-
ed. In 2007, the cross journeys onward to South Bend and will culminate
at the Eucharistic Congress on Aug. 18 at the University of Notre Dame.
The cross is shown in procession to Most Precious Blood Parish last
spring.
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World needs a savior despite modern advances, 
pope says at Christmas

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Celebrating Christmas at the
Vatican, Pope Benedict XVI said
the world still needs a savior,
despite technological advances
that make humanity consider
itself the “self-sufficient master
of its own destiny.”

At Midnight Mass in St.
Peter’s Basilica, the pope said the
birth of Christ should focus atten-
tion on all the suffering and
abused children in contemporary
society.

Later, in a Christmas Day
blessing “urbi et orbi” — to the
city of Rome and the world — he
said recent developments like
space travel, genetic engineering
and the Internet only accentuate
man’s need for spiritual salvation.

“In this postmodern age, per-
haps he needs a savior all the
more, since the society in which
he lives has become more com-
plex and the threats to his person-
al and moral integrity have
become more insidious,” the pope
said.

The Mass and blessing, broad-
cast around the world, were the
public highlights of the pope’s
Christmas, but the 79-year-old
pontiff also marked the festivities
in quieter gatherings with friends
and colleagues.

An old friend drove down
from Germany with three small
Christmas trees — which were
decorated and placed in the papal
apartment — and several batches
of Bavarian cookies. A separate
gift of venison meat arrived from
Germany in time for Christmas
dinner.

On Christmas Eve, as a crowd
gathered for the unveiling of the
Vatican’s own larger-than-life
Nativity scene in St. Peter’s
Square, the pope made his way to
the packed basilica for midnight
Mass.

Young children from five con-
tinents brought flowers to a statue
of the baby Jesus in front of the
altar, a moment that highlighted
the liturgy’s international atmos-
phere.

In a sermon, the pope said the
meaning of Christmas was quite
simple: God “makes himself
small for us.”

“This is how he reigns. He
does not come with power and
outward splendor. He comes as a
baby — defenseless and in need
of our help,” he said.

“In this way God teaches us to
love the little ones. In this way he
teaches us to love the weak. In

this way he teaches us respect for
children,” he said.

The pope said Christmas
should draw people’s attention to
all children who suffer and are
abused in the world, “the born
and the unborn,” particularly
those who are hungry, unloved,
forced to beg or “placed as sol-
diers in a violent world.”

He emphasized that the sign of
Christmas — a newborn baby
lying in a manger — corresponds
with the essentially straightfor-
ward message brought by Jesus:
to love God and love one’s neigh-
bor.

“This is everything — the
whole faith is contained in this
one act of love which embraces
God and humanity,” he said.

He said this core message has
sometimes been turned into
something long and complex,
especially by Scripture experts
who “became entangled in details
and in particular problems,
almost to the extent of losing an
overall perspective.”

In the season of giving at
Christmas, the pope encouraged
people to reflect the spirit of
Jesus’ selfless love.

“When you give gifts for
Christmas, do not give only to
those who will give to you in
return, but give to those who
receive from no one and who
cannot give you anything back,”
he said.

At noon the next day, in an
event broadcast to some 60 coun-
tries, the pope offered his bless-
ing and pronounced Christmas
greetings in 62 languages, includ-
ing Chinese, Arabic and Latin.

“May the
birth of the
Prince of Peace
remind the
world where its
true happiness
lies; and may
your hearts be
filled with hope
and joy, for the
Savior has been
born for us,” he
said in English.

Speaking
from the central
outside balcony
of St. Peter’s
Basilica, the pope asked whether
the idea of a savior still has
meaning “for a humanity that has
reached the moon and Mars and
is prepared to conquer the uni-
verse; for a humanity which
knows no limits in its pursuit of
nature’s secrets and which has
succeeded even in deciphering
the marvelous codes of the

human genome?”
“Is a savior needed by a

humanity which has invented
interactive communication, which
navigates in the virtual ocean of
the Internet and, thanks to the
most advanced modern communi-
cations technologies, has now
made the earth, our great com-
mon home, a global village?” he
asked.

Yet despite these advances, he
said, the need
for
Christianity’s
saving message
is also evident:
many people
continue to die
of hunger, dis-
ease and pover-
ty, even in an
age of unbri-
dled con-
sumerism; some
are enslaved
and exploited;
and some are
victims of racial
or religious

hatred and discrimination.
“Others see their own bodies

and those of their dear ones, par-
ticularly their children, maimed
by weaponry, by terrorism and by
all sorts of violence, at a time
when everyone invokes and
acclaims progress, solidarity and
peace for all,” he said.

The pope said the catalogue of
suffering includes those misled
by “facile prophets of happiness,”
who struggle with relationships,
loneliness, alcohol and drugs, and
who “choose death in the belief
that they are celebrating life.”

All this adds up to a “heart-
rending cry for help,” he said. It
illustrates that despite humanity’s
material progress it always needs
a savior to help choose between
good and evil.

The pope then turned his
attention to areas of conflict
throughout the world:

• He made an “appeal to all
those who hold in their hands the
fate of Iraq, that there will be an
end to the brutal violence that has
brought so much bloodshed to the
country, and that every one of its
inhabitants will be safe to lead a
normal life.”

• He said he was deeply appre-
hensive about the continuing cri-
sis in the Middle East, but
expressed hope at recent signs of
a resumption of dialogue between
Palestinians and Israelis. In a sep-
arate Christmas message to
Middle East Catholics, he also
said he wanted to visit the Holy
Land as soon as circumstances
permitted such a pilgrimage.

• He lamented the destruction
and uncertainty in Lebanon,
where a war last summer left
many victims, but said he was
confident that a democratic
Lebanon would survive.

• He urged an end to civil
strife in Sri Lanka, and prayed
that fratricidal conflicts in Darfur
and other African areas would
cease.

The pope then explained why
Christmas should stimulate the
church in its evangelizing mis-
sion. The belief that “our Savior
is born for all” must be pro-
claimed in word and deed by
Christians everywhere, he said.

The church evangelizes with
passionate enthusiasm, with joy
and with full respect for all cul-
tural and religious traditions, he
said.

He ended his talk with a direct
appeal to the millions watching
and listening around the world to
“open your hearts” to Christ as
the savior of the world.

On Dec. 26, the pope recalled
the feast of St. Stephen, the first
martyr, and prayed for Catholics
who are persecuted today because
they show fidelity to the Vatican
“without accepting compromises,
sometimes at the price of serious
consequences.”

The pope appeared to be refer-
ring to China, where a govern-
ment-approved Catholic associa-
tion rejects Vatican ties, and
where underground Catholics
loyal to Rome have been the tar-
gets of discrimination.

“The entire church admires
this example and prays so that
they have the strength to perse-
vere,” the pope said.

B Y  J O H N  T H A V I S
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Pope Benedict XVI blesses pilgrims from the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican Dec. 25 during
his Christmas Day blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the city of Rome and the world). In a long Christmas message to
Christians in the Middle East Pope Benedict prayed that despite their enormous suffering they would stay in
the region and work for peace. 
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“May the birth of the

Prince of Peace remind 

the world where its 

true happiness lies.” 

POPE BENEDICT XVI



WASHINGTON (CNS) — In his
brief, unelected tenure in the
nation’s highest office, President
Gerald R. Ford restored integrity
and character to the White House
and brought a measure of healing
to a country badly wounded and
divided by the Watergate scandal.

Ford, who had a bout with
pneumonia last January and two
heart treatments in August, died
Dec. 26 at his home in Rancho
Mirage, Calif. He was 93.

In a Dec. 27 statement, the
president of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops called Ford “a
great and good man who served
his country with distinction.”

“As a healing presence for the
nation at a time when it was much
needed, President Ford earned his
country’s lasting gratitude,” said
Bishop William S. Skylstad of
Spokane, Wash. “We pray for the
repose of the soul of our 38th pres-
ident and express our heartfelt con-
dolences to his wife and family.”

During his 30-month presiden-
cy, South Vietnam fell to the com-
munist forces of the North, high
Nixon administration officials
were found guilty of Watergate
crimes, a blue-ribbon commission

found the CIA was engaged in ille-
gal activities, the U.S. Supreme
Court reinstated the death penalty,
the United States took in more
than 140,000 South Vietnamese
refugees and the country celebrat-
ed its bicentennial.

He contributed to better rela-
tions between Israel and Egypt,
increased U.S. food aid abroad and
reached a new nuclear arms limita-
tion agreement with the Soviet
Union. With the nation facing
energy shortages in the wake of
the 1973 gas crisis, he negotiated a
fine line between high inflation
and recession.

He liked to describe himself as
“a moderate in domestic affairs, a
conservative in fiscal affairs and a
dyed-in-the-wool internationalist in
foreign affairs.”

In his 1979 autobiography, “A
Time to Heal,” he said he regarded
healing the country after Watergate
as his greatest accomplishment.

The single most important act
in that effort, taken a month after
he was sworn in, was to pardon his
disgraced predecessor, Richard M.
Nixon, of any crimes he may have
committed in the Watergate cover-
up. It was an action that provoked
far wider and deeper anger than he
had expected, but it prevented a
lengthy trial that almost surely

would have mired the nation in
deeper divisions and bitterness.

He said he pardoned Nixon for
the nation’s sake, not Nixon’s.

The first president to take office
after the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court
decisions requiring states to allow
abortion virtually on demand, Ford
favored a constitutional amend-
ment that would restore to the
states the right to regulate abor-
tions. The U.S. Catholic bishops
opposed his approach, arguing that
an amendment prohibiting abortion
on the federal level was needed so
that all states would have to ban
the practice.

Ford, who was Episcopalian,
won some favor from Catholic
officials because of his support of
federal aid to parochial schools, his
increase of U.S. food aid in the
face of widespread famine in 1975,
his welcoming of Vietnamese
refugees, his support for immigra-
tion reform that made family
reunification easier and his efforts
at detente with the Soviet Union.

But the bishops opposed his
domestic policies of reducing the
food stamp program and other
areas of social welfare. He was
criticized by religious leaders for
vetoing a public works program
that would have created 600,000
new jobs and for supporting covert
CIA operations that involved using
missionaries as information
sources — a policy seen as under-
mining missionary activity.

Against arguments from church
leaders that in vetoing several
social welfare bills he was not sen-
sitive to the needs of the poor and
unemployed, he said in a 1976
interview, “If I approved every bill
that Congress enacted, we would
impose the cruelest tax of all on all
our people, which is inflation.”

In fact, he lowered the rate of
inflation from about 9 percent at

the start of his term to less than 6
percent by the end; under his suc-
cessor, President Jimmy Carter,
inflation zoomed into double dig-
its, peaking at 13.5 percent in 1980
and contributing significantly to a
long-term rise in conservative
influence in U.S. politics.

In a speech at the 41st
International Eucharistic Congress,
held in Philadelphia in 1976, Ford
expressed concern about the
“growing irreverence for life” in
the United States.

A month later, in a letter to a
delegation of U.S. bishops that was
released following an hourlong
meeting with them in the White
House, he spelled out his convic-
tions on a number of issues of con-
cern to the bishops, including
abortion.

“Abortion on demand is

wrong,” he said, adding that every
state should have a constitutional
right to control abortion and
expressing his belief that such laws
need to “recognize and provide for
exceptional cases.”

After the Vietnam War ended,
he established a Clemency Board
that included two nationally
known priests — the Notre Dame
University president, Holy Cross
Father Theodore M. Hesburgh, and
the U.S. bishops’ secretary for
social development and world
peace, Msgr. Francis Lally — to
deal on a case-by-case basis with
Vietnam War opponents who had
resisted the draft or deserted the
military for reasons of conscience.

He met with Catholic leaders
on several occasions to discuss
issues the country faced, including
abortion, domestic health and wel-
fare policies, Vietnamese and
Cambodian refugees, immigration
law reform and issues of humani-
tarian aid and human rights in U.S.
foreign policy.

In 1975 during a trip to Europe
he met with Pope Paul VI.

In August 1975, as thousands of
refugees from Indochina were
pouring into the country, he visited
the resettlement offices of the U.S.
Catholic Conference (now U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops) at
Fort Chaffee, Ark., to pay tribute
to the contributions of the USCC,
which was then resettling well
over half the refugees.

He nearly doubled funding for
the U.S. Food for Peace Program
and in a 1975 speech at Notre
Dame warned against letting infla-
tion and economic problems at
home lead to withdrawal from
U.S. responsibilities toward poorer
nations. “There is no safety for any
nation in a hungry, ill-educated and
desperate world,” he said.
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ST. JUDE STUDENTS DELIVER CHRIST
CHILD DONATIONS

DON CLEMMER

Eighth grade students from St. Jude School in Fort Wayne

stand next to the donations of toys and other items for the

Christ Child Society at the Archbishop Noll Catholic

Center. The donations brought by these students included

contributions from all grades, and St. Jude is one of

numerous Catholic Schools to make such contributions.

President Gerald R. Ford brought healing to wounded nation
B Y  J E R R Y  F I L T E A U
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Former U.S. President Gerald Ford
is pictured with Pope Paul VI at
the Vatican in this 1975 file
photo. Ford died Dec. 26 at the
age of 93. 



Few foreigners spend
Christmas in Bethlehem
due to political tensions
BETHLEHEM, West Bank (CNS)
— Six friends, members of a local
Christian choir, huddled together in
long coats and scarves for warmth
against the evening chill on Manger
Square in Bethlehem. The admit-
tedly disappointed choir was sup-
posed to have performed along with
other local choirs for Christmas
Eve, but instead a Spanish women’s
group had taken over the whole
time slot. “Ten years ago there were
choirs performing here on
Christmas from all over the world
(like) Korea, Poland. So now we
are happy for the Spanish group.
We’d like to see more groups com-
ing,” said Munther Isaac, 27, a
Presbyterian and teacher at
Bethlehem Bible College. Around
the friends, groups of mainly young
men milled about and street ven-
dors sold hot corncob, coffee, party
hats and glow-in-the dark toys. Few
foreigners were among the crowd
— just those with tickets to mid-
night Mass who gathered close to
the church and arrived just before
the church doors opened. This
meant little business for the local
souvenir shops.

Chaplain head says
troops respected amid
policy divisions
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
However people feel about U.S.
policies abroad, the troops on the
ground carrying out those policies
have “our respect and admiration,”
Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien of
the U.S. Archdiocese for the
Military Services said in a
Christmas letter to Catholic mili-
tary chaplains. “We know that on
this Christmas Americans are divid-
ed, at times radically, as to the prop-
er course of our present military
engagements,” he wrote. “While
our military members can feel
caught up in the middle of these
divisions and confusions at home,
they must not doubt our respect and
admiration as they seek to bring
about peace and harmony to lands
and people torn by violence.” He
said, “Our love and prayers go out
to them, fervently hoping for an end
to civil unrest in areas where we
have invested so much of our pre-
cious treasure — lives lost, bodies
and spirits sorely, permanently
wounded, and families who must
cope with the often destructive
results of extended separations.”

Vatican official decries
decision to execute
Saddam Hussein
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Repeating a remark he often has
made since former Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein was captured in
2003, Cardinal Renato Martino
expressed hope that the deposed
dictator would not be executed.
“There is no doubt” that Saddam
was a ruthless dictator responsible
for hundreds of deaths, said
Cardinal Martino, president of the
Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace. “But one does not compen-
sate for one crime with another
crime,” the cardinal told Italy’s La
Repubblica newspaper Dec. 28.
Iraq’s high court Dec. 26 denied

Saddam’s appeal of his November
conviction for killing 148 people
in northern Iraq in 1982. The high
court ruled that the death sentence
issued against him should be car-
ried out within 30 days, but the
former dictator was hanged Dec.
31.

Sri Lankan workers
express frustration over
tsunami rebuilding
GALLE, Sri Lanka (CNS) —
Church workers have expressed
frustration over the disarray of
tsunami reconstruction in northern
and eastern Sri Lanka due to the
ethnic war ravaging the country.
While Caritas Sri Lanka has been
able to proceed in its reconstruc-
tion programs in the south,
“reports from the north and east
are very frustrating,” said Duncan
MacLaren, secretary-general of
Caritas Internationalis. Caritas Sri
Lanka is the local affiliate of
Caritas Internationalis, an interna-
tional network of Catholic relief,
development and social service
agencies. Nongovernmental
organizations have said only 10
percent of tsunami housing recon-
struction has been completed in
the north and east due to the war.
MacLaren expressed shock over
reports that some of the houses
built by church aid workers for the
tsunami victims in the rebel-con-
trolled areas already have been
destroyed in bombing and shelling
by government forces.

Migration week theme 
is ‘Welcoming Christ 
in the Migrant’
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
“Welcoming Christ in the
Migrant” is the theme of the U.S.

Catholic Church’s National
Migration Week Jan. 7-13. “I
invite you to welcome Christ in
the migrant through prayer, educa-
tion and parish outreach,” said
Bishop Gerald R. Barnes of San
Bernardino, Calif., chairman of
the bishops’ Committee on
Migration. He said Jesus’ biblical
admonition that what one does to
a stranger is done to him “is par-
ticularly timely” in the current
immigration debate. “Our nation’s
legitimate security concerns have
been distorted by some who
would foment anxiety, fear and a
distrust of migrants,” he wrote in a
letter accompanying parish educa-
tional materials for this year’s
migration week. “The present
immigration reform debate has
lost much of its reason and is often
being fueled by raw emotions,” he
added. He urged Catholics to
become involved in the Catholic
immigration reform initiative
described on the Web site
www.justiceforimmigrants.org.

Vatican says more than
3.2 million attended
papal events in 2006
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With
two public events still to go in
2006, the Vatican reported Dec. 28
that more than 3.2 million people
attended papal audiences and
liturgies during the past year.
Almost 1.3 million people joined
Pope Benedict XVI for the recita-
tion of the Angelus on Sundays
and feast days at the Vatican and
at the papal summer residence in
Castel Gandolfo, the Vatican
reported. The statistics, compiled
by the Prefecture of the Pontifical
Household, do not include figures
from Pope Benedict’s four trips
abroad in 2006, or from his trips
to different Italian cities. The

Vatican said 539,200 people had
attended papal liturgies at the
Vatican and at Castel Gandolfo
during the year. Another 357,120
people took part in special audi-
ences for particular groups. In
addition, the Vatican said a total of
just over 1 million people attend-
ed one of the pope’s weekly gen-
eral audiences on Wednesdays at
the Vatican or Castel Gandolfo.

Bay State bishops call 
on legislators to vote on
marriage amendment
BOSTON (CNS) — As the
Massachusetts Legislature neared
the end of its session, the bishops
who head the state’s four Catholic
dioceses urged lawmakers to vote
on a citizens’ initiative that seeks
to end same-sex marriages there
by enshrining the traditional defi-
nition of marriage in the state con-
stitution. “We believe that a legis-
lator’s vote to recess (before tak-
ing a vote on the initiative) vio-
lates their sworn duty to uphold
the constitution,” the bishops said
Dec. 29. Two days earlier the
state’s Supreme Judicial Court
said it could not force the legisla-
tors to vote on the proposed
amendment, but they should take
the vote. The court said it could
only seek to persuade legislators
to act in good faith, since “there is
no presently articulated judicial
remedy for the Legislature’s indif-
ference to, or defiance of, its con-
stitutional duties.”

Maryknoll magazine
marks 100 years 
MARYKNOLL, N.Y. (CNS) — In
an age of e-mail, digital photogra-
phy and computerized layout,
Father James A. Walsh might not

recognize the mission publication
he founded 100 years ago as The
Field Afar. But Father Walsh, who
went on to become a bishop and to
co-found the Catholic Foreign
Mission Society of America, also
known as Maryknoll, “would
undoubtedly be overjoyed that the
magazine not only reaches more
than 500,000 readers but also
involves them,” said Maryknoll
Father Joseph Veneroso, current
publisher, in a statement. Now
called Maryknoll, the monthly
magazine reports on the work of
Maryknoll missionaries in Africa,
Latin America and Asia and has a
bilingual sister publication,
Revista Maryknoll. 

Vatican booklet cites
‘spiritual ecumenism’ as
route to unity
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Every
time Christians of different com-
munities pray together, witness to
the Gospel and help people in
need, they are promoting
Christian unity, said the Vatican’s
top ecumenist. Joint prayer and
Bible study, attendance at a major
event of another denomination
and working together for justice
and peace are the components of
“spiritual ecumenism” suggested
by Cardinal Walter Kasper, presi-
dent of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity. The
cardinal is the author of “A
Handbook of Spiritual
Ecumenism,” a booklet published
in English late in 2006; the Italian
edition will be released at the
Vatican in time for the Jan. 18-25
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. In fact, participating in ecu-
menical prayer services and dis-
cussions during the Christian
unity week is encouraged
throughout the booklet. In the
introduction, Cardinal Kasper said
the booklet was the result of a dis-
cussion by members of the pontif-
ical council focusing on the need
for prayer and conversion in the
search for Christian unity.

Catholic-Baptist 
conversation held on
Scripture, tradition
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (CNS) —
An international Catholic-Baptist
conversation on “The Word of
God in the Life of the Church:
Scripture, Tradition and
Koinonia” was held Dec. 10-15 at
Beeson Divinity School of
Samford University in
Birmingham. Co-sponsored by the
Baptist World Alliance and the
Vatican’s Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, the
meeting was the first since 1988,
when representatives of the two
faiths completed five years of con-
versations about the call to wit-
ness the faith. That series led to a
1990 report titled “Summons to
Witness to Christ in Today’s
World.” Co-chairing the new
round of meetings are Bishop
Arthur J. Serratelli of Paterson,
N.J., on the Catholic side and the
Rev. Paul Fiddes, principal of
Regent’s Park College at Oxford
University in England, on the
Baptist side. The group is to meet
annually through 2010 and
expects to issue a joint report on
its findings.
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Palestinian children watch the traditional procession in celebration of Christmas in the

West Bank town of Bethlehem Dec. 24. Only a few pilgrims were among the crowd out-

side the Church of the Nativity due to political tensions.

CHILDREN WATCH BETHLEHEM CHRISTMAS PROCESSION
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Sister Prejean to
speak at Little
Flower Parish
SOUTH BEND — Sister Helen
Prejean, noted author of “Dead
Man Walking” and opponent of
the death penalty, will speak at
Little Flower Church in South
Bend on Jan. 12, 7 p.m. The talk is
open to the public. Her discussion
will be “Choosing Life: A
Prophetic Voice in the Tradition of
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.”

The event is sponsored by St.
Vincent de Paul Society of Little
Flower, St. Joseph, South Bend,
St. Joseph, Mishawaka, and St.
Casimir, Kern Road Mennonite,
Holy Cross, Saint Mary’s College
Justice and Peace offices, St.
Stanislaus, Sisters of the Holy
Cross, St. Matthew, Sacred Heart,
Catholic Peace Fellowship and the
Center for Peace and
Nonviolence.

Little Flower Church is located
at 54191 N. Ironwood, South
Bend.

South Bend to hold
annual right to life
march, program
SOUTH BEND —  The annual
Right to Life March and Respect
Life Program will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 14, in South Bend.

The march starts at Knights of
Columbus Council #553, located
at 553 E. Washington, at 2 p.m.
and proceeds to St. Joseph Church
for a brief prayer service and then
returns to Council #553 for the
respect life program, which starts
at 3 p.m.

Associate professor Carter
Snead, faculty member at the
University of Notre Dame, has
been invited to speak on stem-cell
research. Following the program,
there will be a free simple supper
of hot soup and bread.

For more information, call Bill
Schmitt at (574) 232-6777.

Saint Joseph’s club
encourages free trade
SOUTH BEND — Students from
the Saint Joseph’s High School
S.E.C.O. (social and ecological
concerns organization) put a spe-
cial little spin on holiday gift buy-
ing by offering the second annual
Fair Trade Christmas Café.

This special event, that brought
out dozens of students, faculty and
families, was held in the school’s
Little Theater. Local merchants
Ten Thousand Villages and Just
Goods were present with a wide
selection of fair trade items like
socks, shirts, candies, coffee, jew-
elry and miscellaneous items.
Students performed a variety of
musical compositions as entertain-
ment and visitors were invited to
enjoy coffee, tea and snacks.

“The goal was awareness,” said
S.E.C.O. member Maria Young.
“We wanted people to see it’s not
impossible to buy fair trade items
and it’s not very expensive.”

S.E.C.O. member Mark Jacobs
thought the event went very well
and was happy with the turnout.
This is the second Fair Trade Café
event they have held this school
year and he felt it was better
attended then their first project.

“It was the best one out of
two,” said Jacobs. 

According to a club brochure
available at the event, “based on
the foundations of formal Catholic
social teachings, S.E.C.O. is a
social justice club. Focusing on
the inviolable dignity of each
human being, S.E.C.O. strives to
build a society of conscientious
living that protects and promotes
the life of every individual from
‘womb to tomb.’ ” 

Club leader, teacher Kathy
Byrne, said the group has been
together for the last two years. The
dozen or so active members of the
group meet weekly to discuss
projects and topics. They choose
an issue as a group and then pick a
moment when they can plan
something that will help bring out
their issue or message.

Some of the club’s activities
include social justice campaigns,
dinner-and-a-movie sessions and
weekly recycling within the
school. They hold chocolate cam-
paigns where they use the choco-
late holidays to raise awareness,
hold fair trade cafés four times a
year and a mission trip in the
spring.

Jacobs said the group is a great
example of living out the
Christian teachings of treating all
people with dignity and respect.
He feels that if people purchase
goods and foods at fair wage, from
fair trade providers, then people
will stay out of a life of poverty
and live a life filled with dignity.
He feels this is one important way
he can live out his Christian
beliefs and enjoys being a part of

a group that encourages people to
help others.

The group hopes that the Fair
Trade Christmas Café also
inspired people to start looking at
all of the purchases they make.
Along with having fair trade
goods available, there were also
foods grown by people who are
ecologically aware of the environ-
ment.

Bishop Luers’ scholarship
recipients announced
FORT WAYNE — Each year at
Bishop Luers High School stu-
dents are offered the opportunity
to apply for scholarships that are
made available from people who
feel a Catholic education at
Bishop Luers is very important.
Criteria are set up by the donors
and need to be met by the students
applying for the scholarships. 

This year after the students had
received their scholarships they
were given a questionnaire per-
taining to the scholarship they had
received. The students were asked
how they felt about earning the
scholarships. 

Students felt proud of the fact
that they had won the scholarship
and were grateful to the donors.
They understand the importance
of a Catholic education, and the
financial burden it can be to their
parents. 

Scholarship recipients of 2006-
2007 were the following: Jay
Wyss and Madison Carroll —
Donald M. Perry Scholarship;
Haylee Eckert — Stan Klug
Memorial Scholarship; Nichole

Molitor — Msgr. J. William
Lester Scholarship; Rachel
Williams and Dan Davis — Larry
Wedertz Memorial Science
Scholarship; and Xavier Serrani
— The Deb Jur Memorial
Scholarship. 

Those interested in setting up a
scholarship at Bishop Luers High
School for the 2007-2008 school
year are asked to call Kathy Skelly
or Brenda Price at (260) 456-
1261.

Matthew 25 Health and
Dental Clinic adds three
to board of directors
FORT WAYNE — Matthew 25
Health and Dental Clinic has
named three new members to its
board of directors: Joyce Eberly,
Dan Garman and Chad Stuckey.
They began their three-year term
on Jan. 1.

Eberly is a long-time commu-
nity volunteer and fundraiser,
serving on numerous boards.
Garman works for Parkview
Health as senior vice president of
service line coordination and pub-
lic advocacy. Stuckey is president
and senior creative director of
Brand Innovation Group, a
regional branding and consulting
company.

Matthew 25 Health and Dental
Clinic is the only full-time, full-
service clinic of its kind in the
region. With a staff of over 400
healthcare and lay volunteers,
Matthew 25 provides free med-
ical, dental and vision services to
the uninsured, low-income resi-

dents of Allen County. To learn
more, visit matthew25online.org.

Our Sunday Visitor,
Sadlier publishers
announce collaboration 
HUNTINGTON (CNS) — Two of
the leading Catholic publishing
companies in the United States
will collaborate to develop, pro-
duce and distribute Catholic mate-
rials for parish and school use.

The two are William H. Sadlier
Inc., which produces catechetical
materials for school and parish
religious education programs, and
Our Sunday Visitor, which has six
national publications; produces
more than 500 books, pamphlets
and programs; and is the nation’s
largest producer of Catholic offer-
ing envelopes.

“This is an unprecedented col-
laboration of shared vision, com-
plementary skill sets and under-
standing the needs of the Catholic
marketplace,” said Gregory R.
Erlandson, president of Our
Sunday Visitor Publishing, in a
statement.

William Sadlier Dinger, presi-
dent of William H. Sadlier Inc.,
said the new relationship “pro-
vides an opportunity to develop
superior new products and to dis-
tribute complementary products
which will meet the needs of
Catholic parishes and schools.”

Examples of projects aimed at
meeting the catechetical needs of
parishes and schools are Catholic
Vacation Bible School, produced
in cooperation with Augsburg
Fortress and recently released for
the summer 2007 market, and
Take Out: Family Faith on the Go,
a monthly minimagazine intended
for religious education, school and
intergenerational programs.

Bishop Luers announces
January events
FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School freshman registration
will take place on Tuesday, Jan.
16, and Thursday, Jan. 18, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. each evening.
The business office will be avail-
able to answer financial questions.
Financial aid and scholarship
information will be available.

Bishop Luers High School will
host their sixth annual Spirit
Breakfast ... “Living the Gospel”
on Friday, Jan. 19, at Lester’s
Banquet Hall, 1502 Bluffton Rd.,
from 7 to 8:30 a.m.  The guest
speaker will be Terry Tescula,
from Erin’s House. Tickets are $15
per person and sold in advance. 

On Jan. 20, from 8 p.m. to12
a.m., the Bishop Luers Boys
Basketball Program is sponsoring
Casino Knight, an evening of great
adult entertainment in the Bishop
Luers Café. Tickets are $10 per
person, which will include hors
d’oevres and admission to the
event.  

For information call (260) 456-
1261. 

Correction
The Dec. 24 issue of Today’s
Catholic should have listed Sister
Alodia Carney, OLVM, as the sis-
ter who delivered the note of
appreciation for the Ana Casas
family at the Mass of remem-
brance celebrated at St. Patrick
Church in Fort Wayne.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
CHOIR VISITS WITH RESIDENTS OF ST. ANNE HOME

PROVIDED BY TRISH SCHEIBLE

The St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School Youth Choir visited and sang for the residents of St.

Anne Home before Christmas.
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Evangelization: An act of love
the ecclesial community, so that
it becomes a witness before the
world to the love of the Father,
who wishes to make humanity a
single family of God” — “Deus
Caritas Est,” 19.

I am convinced that the high
numbers of inactive Catholics
challenges us all to increase our
love of both God and neighbor.
During this 150th Anniversary
Year of our diocese, let each of
us, through prayer, compassion,
holiness and love, encourage at
least one family member or
friend to consider returning to
our Catholic faith. We can begin
by reaffirming how much God
loves them. We can tell them
what a difference God’s love and
the Catholic faith has made in
our lives. And we can be persist-
ent, yet encourage and guide
them gently with love.  

Closing Prayer: 

Dear Jesus, 

Free us from fear, and help

us to bring back our family

members who have been

scattered afar. Gather us

together once again in our

parish homes through love.

Amen.

Opening prayer 
O Lord, you call us to be your

disciples. By the power of the
Holy Spirit, transform our hearts.
Use us to proclaim to all the mes-
sage of your kingdom and the
gift of salvation. Give us the
courage and boldness to share
our faith with others. May your
grace and love touch the hearts of
those who search. We pray for all
who feel alienated from our
church. May Christ lead all of us
to reconciliation and unity of
mind and spirit. O Mary, our
patroness and faithful disciple of
Jesus, lead all home into the lov-
ing arms of your Son, Jesus.
Amen. 

Scripture: Is 43: 5-7 

Commentary: 
I love the Catholic faith.

Being Catholic is more than a
name or a title; it’s a way of life
that challenges me daily to try to
be a little more like him whom I
have chosen to follow. “Being
Catholic” requires that I become
ever more fully aware of God’s
love for me and what my
responses must be to God’s
incredible and steadfast love.
Being Catholic is not easy. 

Sadly, many Catholics do not
share my commitment to our
faith tradition. Many, for a vari-
ety of reasons, have walked away
from our parish communities.
The loss of just one of our
Catholic brothers or sisters
affects the completeness of the
body of Christ and the parish

family.
Pope Benedict XVI, in “Deus

Caritas Est,” writes, “Being
Christian is not the result of an
ethical choice or a lofty idea but
the encounter with an event, a
person, which gives life a new
horizon and a decisive direction.”
By baptism into the life of the
Trinity, we are set on a course of
love, led by the Holy Spirit.
Baptism gives us the grace to
thrive in our Christian life, but it
requires of us cooperation and
dedication through faith. 

Jesus pointed out the demands
of the Christian life when he said,
“You shall love the Lord, your
God, with all your heart, with all
of your soul, and with all your
mind. This is the greatest and the
first commandment. The second
is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”(Mt 22:37-
39). Jesus was the perfect witness
of love for the Father and for his
neighbors. By our baptism we
dedicate our lives to loving God
and neighbor, as did Jesus. 

Love the Lord
The Sesquicentennial Jubilee

logo contains the image of Our
Lady looking upon the crucified
Christ, with the words “His
Steadfast Love Endures Forever.”
The Gospel account of the
Incarnation, life, passion, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ is
the greatest story of love ever
told. Jesus loved his Father so
much that he was willing to die
rather than defy the will of his
Father. Mary, pierced with sor-
row, obediently stood by her Son,
out of love for him and all
humankind. 

This powerful image calls us

to consider the degree and depth
of our love for God. Is our love
of God and our faith strong
enough to compel us to urge oth-
ers to come back to the eucharis-
tic table and our parish communi-
ties? 

Perhaps the number of inac-
tive Catholics in our diocese
reflects, to some extent, a lack in
our own love of God. Pope
Benedict in “Deus Caritas Est”
writes, “If I have no contact
whatsoever with God in my life,
then I cannot see in the other
anything more than the other, and
I am incapable of seeing in him
the image of God. However, if in
my life I fail completely to heed
others, solely out of a desire to be
‘devout’ and to perform my ‘reli-
gious duties,’ then my relation-
ship with God will also grow
arid. It becomes merely ‘proper,’
but loveless.” 

The true spirit of evangeliza-
tion to our fellow Catholic broth-
ers and sisters must be rooted in
a deep and personal love for the
Lord. Pope Benedict continues,
“Love grows through love. Love
is ‘divine’ because it comes from
God and unites us to God;
through this unifying process it
makes us a ‘we’ which transcends
our divisions and makes us one,
until in the end God is ‘all in
all.’” — “Deus Caritas Est,” 18.
Our ability to reach out to fellow
inactive Catholics must flow
from a personal loving relation-
ship with God and a correspon-
ding commitment to the Christian
life. 

Love of neighbor
Dorothy Day once wrote in

her journal regarding outreach to

the poor, “I cannot get over the
feeling that if we loved enough,
if we were patient enough, if we
were saintly enough, if we prayed
enough, we would move hearts,
effect conversions, and would
save the lost...” (“On Pilgrimage,
Day”). I believe this quote also
pertains to active Catholics who
weekly gather around the
eucharistic altar. 

Instead of talking and worry-
ing about friends or family mem-
bers who are no longer active in
the Catholic tradition, we must
pray for the courage and love to
begin the conversation with them.
If we consider the Catholic faith
our greatest love and treasure,
why would we hesitate to talk
about that gift which we hold so
dear in our hearts? Many active
Catholics think they do not know
enough about the teachings of
our faith. Others are afraid of
offending someone. But evange-
lization does not have to be diffi-
cult. 

The greatest way to evangelize
is to tell others what a difference
God and the Catholic faith has
made in our lives. Evangelization
begins when we share our own
faith stories with another.
Everyone loves a good story, and
others will be fascinated and
interested in ours. Telling our
faith story may provide the
opportunity for others to share
with us their reasons for becom-
ing inactive in the Catholic faith.

As we do so, we place our
trust in the Holy Spirit, whom we
received in baptism and confir-
mation. If we have faith, the
Holy Spirit will give us the
opportunities and guide the
words we say. Pope Benedict
XVI says, “The Spirit is the ener-
gy which transforms the heart of

B Y  G I N N Y  K O H R M A N

Dec. 15-Jan. 5, 2007 St. Vincent de Paul Elkhart

Jan. 5-12 Queen of Peace Mishawaka

Jan. 12-19 St. Bavo/Marian High School Mishawaka

Jan. 26-Feb. 2 St. Joseph/The Mount Mishawaka

Jubilee Pilgrim Cross

Office of Spiritual Development and Evangelization
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”

Shared Faith literature 
can be found at 

www.diocesefwsb.org/DM

Contact 
OFFICE OF YOUTH MINISTRY

(260) 422-4611 for info.
or go to www.diocesefwsb.org/YOUTH

Click on Events Calendar

Where is the hero when you need him the most?
Where is the saint when the sinner is lost?
She’s closer than you think, 

With more power than you could ever imagine,
And the Hero looks a lot like you!

DIOCESAN RETREAT
for all High School teens in the diocese

February 16-18, 2007 (Friday-Sunday)


