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TODAY’S CATHOLIC Prayer, reconciliation and helping
the poor are essential aspects 

Advent: Time of hope and repentance.
O come, O come Emmanuel, and 
ransom captive Israel.

We are entering a most beautiful time of
the year, the season of Advent. The hymns
we sing, the readings of the Scripture on
Sundays and weekdays, as well as the
lights, which slowly appear and the Advent
wreath, which appears in church and the
recollection of so many festive holidays at
Christmas, calls us to something special.
But we must make it an inner
time — a time of the soul, a time
for reconciliation with God and
with others. 

In the early weeks, we have
the figure of John the Baptist. As
outlined in the Scriptures, he
seems to be a figure of severity,
but he presents to us a way of
love. I have been impressed over
the years by our priests, especial-
ly in the Fort Wayne area, who
begin early in the fall to plan
penance services at the various
churches with a large number of
priests available for confession. I
always ask priests to be available
for this beautiful sacrament at
extra times as Christmas
approaches. I am especially impressed by
our Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception and our co-cathedral of St.
Matthew, where the priests hear confessions
early in the morning on a daily basis.
Priests should always be generous to the
convenience of the people and not to their
own convenience.

And then comes Mary
Later in Advent, we have the appearance

of Our Lady in the readings. Here the
emphasis lies in the opening of one’s heart
to God and the yes to his will. Pope John
Paul II opened the new millennium by say-
ing we should contemplate the face of
Christ and contemplate it with Mary. 

We see his face in the Scriptures, we will
see it in the crib, we must also see it in the
poor. No Catholic family should prepare for
Christmas without deciding to do some-
thing significant for those in need. In our
diocesan family, we will take up a collec-
tion for a particular family given to us by
Catholic Charities. One of our staff will
deliver the Christmas boxes to them. We
will not know their names, but we will
know their conditions. Every Catholic fami-
ly should endeavor to do this and try to
experience three of the essential aspects of
Advent: (1) prayer, (2) repentance and rec-
onciliation and (3) meeting Christ in those
in need.

A weekend in Michiana
St. Joseph Church in Mishawaka is cer-

tainly one of the most beautiful in the dio-
cese. Founded by German immigrants, it is

located a few steps from Saint Joseph
Hospital, established by the same group of
immigrants. Today it involves people of
German, Belgian and Italian ancestry. At
this time, when church and society struggle
to welcome the immigrant from Latin
America, we must remember the waves of
those who came before and found here a
place to worship and were welcomed into
their community and the church. So it was
a joy to drive up Route 331 to St. Joseph
Parish, Mishawaka, and before a full
church, offer the holy Eucharist and lead
the liturgical installation of Father Terry
Fisher as pastor. It was the feast of Christ
the King, and the privilege of speaking
about Christ’s response to Pilate concerning
the testimony he gave to the truth. He chose
to respond directly to Pilate’s question:
“Are you a king?” He said that he had
come to bear testimony to the truth. His
kingdom is to establish truth and love in the
hearts of everyone. 

Father Fisher, longtime teacher and
chaplain at Saint Joseph’s High School and

an exemplary pastor at St. Anthony in
South Bend, has fit in well at St. Joseph
Parish. After soup and a sandwich, we
drove to St. Paul’s Retirement Home to
visit Father Bob Yast. Father Yast, who
recently celebrated his golden jubilee as a
priest, is a very beloved pastor, and it was a
joy to spend some time with him, even
though it was painful to see him struggling
for his good health. But he was as alert and
joyful as ever.

St. Anthony, South Bend
On Sunday, came the installation of

Father Derrick Sneyd as pastor of St.
Anthony, South Bend. St. Anthony is a very
special parish with a large school. We had
another full church for this installation as
well. Father Sneyd, who has been in this
diocese for over 25 years, leaving family
and friends and coming from a faraway
place. A native of India, he was a close
friend of Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, and he showed me some letters
from her to “Dear Reverend Father
Derrick.” He considers her a personal
friend, an inspiration in his life, as she has
also been to Father Bob D’Souza at St.
Jude, Fort Wayne, and indeed to many of
us. I told Father Derrick that I hope he will
go to Rome when Mother Teresa is canon-
ized. 

All parish installations of pastors, which
were started in August, have now been
completed.

The anniversary of St. Ignatius Loyola
We can never underestimate the influ-

ence of St. Ignatius Loyola and the Jesuit
congregation on the reform and renewal of
the Catholic Church. I myself give thanks
to the Lord and to St. Ignatius, for I studied
at Boston College High School and gradu-
ated from there 57 years ago. At that time,
there were many Jesuits at BC High, and
they influenced me greatly. I can recall
something I spoke of this week on the feast
of Christ the King, namely, the retreats pre-
sented to us in high school. They were
known as the Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius. I recall the “Meditation on the
Two Standards.” Ignatius was a military
man and had been wounded in a great bat-
tle; and while recovering from his wounds,
he read the lives of the saints and other
spiritual works and was lead by God to a
life of holiness. In the exercises, you are
asked to meditate on the standards of the
world on one hand and the standard of
Christ. One can see the military influence.
The retreatant is invited, under the influ-
ence of grace, to choose the flag of Christ
— which is the cross — and not the stan-

dard of the world. 
This year we are celebrating a

great Jesuit anniversary. It is the
500th anniversary of the birth of
St. Francis Xavier and St. Peter
Farne, two of the first followers
of St. Ignatius and among the
early members of the “company
of Jesus,” as the society was
called. It is also the 450th
anniversary of the death of St.
Ignatius. Although we only have
a few Jesuits in the diocese, they
are of great significance. One of
them a good friend, Father Brian
Daley, SJ, a very distinguished
theologian, will celebrate Mass
and preach at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception on the

First Sunday of Advent, on which day also
falls the feast of St. Ignatius, Dec. 3. Father
Daley is an expert on the Fathers of the
Church, especially St. Athanasius. He is
eminent in his field, and I hope this small
gesture of inviting him to speak at the
mother church of our diocese will be seen
by him and others as an act of great respect
for the Jesuits and what they have meant in
my own life and in the life of the church
and what, I am certain, they will mean in
the years to come.

A disappointing end
Our beloved Notre Dame was not up to

the men of Troy, who seem on another
level. It should have been closer. But it has
been a good year with, hopefully, another
game still to come. Now we must turn our
attention to Notre Dame basketball.

An unspeakable event
We cannot let this edition pass without a

reference to a terrible event, which took
place in Elkhart. Four little children were,
one-by-one, brought down to the basement
of their home and choked to death. The
mother is under investigation. The children,
surely, are with the Lord — the one who
said, “Suffer the little children to come unto
me.” We see here the terrible power of evil
to control the human heart, and we pray for
all concerned and especially for the beloved
Hispanic community of St. Vincent de Paul
Parish.

Have a blessed Advent. See you all next
week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES

The hymns we sing, the readings of the Scripture on

Sundays and weekdays, as well as the lights, which 

slowly appear and the Advent wreath, which appears in

church and the recollection of so many festive holidays

at Christmas, calls us to something special.
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Leaders pledge friendship while recognizing differences 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
“journey of friendship” between
Roman Catholics and Anglicans
will continue even though the path
toward full unity seems to be
blocked, said Pope Benedict XVI
and Anglican Archbishop Rowan
Williams of Canterbury.

The two leaders spent 25 min-
utes speaking privately Nov. 23 at
the Vatican before giving speeches
that candidly recognized the divi-
sions within the Anglican
Communion and between Roman
Catholics and Anglicans over the
ordination of women and over
homosexuality.

After their private meeting, the
pope and the Anglican leader
processed side by side into the
Vatican’s Redemptoris Mater
Chapel for midday prayer before
eating lunch together.

Archbishop Williams’ visit
marked the 40th anniversary of the
visit made by a predecessor,
Archbishop Michael Ramsey, to
Pope Paul VI. The 1966 meeting
marked the launch of the official
Anglican-Roman Catholic theolog-
ical dialogue.

In a joint declaration signed
Nov. 23, Pope Benedict and
Archbishop Williams said that with
the 1966 meeting “centuries of
estrangement between Anglicans
and Catholics were replaced by a
new desire for partnership and
cooperation.”

“We celebrate the good which
has come from these four decades
of dialogue,” the statement said.

“At the same time, our long
journey together makes it neces-
sary to acknowledge publicly the
challenge presented by new devel-
opments which, besides being divi-
sive for Anglicans, present serious
obstacles to our ecumenical
progress,” the pope and the arch-
bishop said.

The Anglican Communion risks
serious, permanent division over
the decision by some Anglican
provinces to ordain women priests
and bishops, to ordain openly gay
men and to bless homosexual
unions.

But at a Nov. 24 press confer-
ence, Archbishop Williams said a
decision by the Church of
England, the Anglican
Communion’s mother church, to
ordain women bishops is “not a
foregone conclusion.”

In July the church synod said it
saw no theological reason why
women should not be ordained
bishops and a commission was
established to begin working on
practical preparations.

Archbishop Williams said that
during his private discussions with
Pope Benedict the pope asked “a
little about the experience and the
effect of the ordination of women”
priests in the Anglican
Communion, “and I was very
happy to talk about the benefits I
thought it had brought and some of
the theological thinking behind it.”

The archbishop said he and the
pope agreed that a Christian com-
munity was obliged to address pos-
sible change “on the basis of
shared theological principles and
shared biblical understanding, not
as a response to secular pressures.”

In continuing its deliberations
about the ordination of women
bishops, the archbishop said, the
Church of England must ensure it
has a “sound theological basis” for
its decision and is not simply react-
ing to a widely accepted belief that
women should have equal access
to leadership roles in all areas of
life.

Both Archbishop Williams and
Cardinal Walter Kasper, president
of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity, told
reporters that the visit had
“exceeded” their expectations and

laid a solid foundation for continu-
ing dialogue.

In fact, the two announced that
a joint commission would meet
early in 2007 to offer Pope
Benedict and Archbishop Williams
possible topics for a third phase of
the Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission, a theo-
logical dialogue body. The second
phase concluded in 2005 with the
publication of a joint document on
Mary.

In his speech to the archbishop,
Pope Benedict said that when the
official dialogue began 40 years
ago it was “filled with great prom-
ise.”

Catholics and Anglicans, he
said, must give thanks to God for
the friendship of church leaders,
the cooperation and respect shown
by church members and the com-

mon agreements on matters of
faith and doctrine reached by the
dialogue.

At the same time, he said, the
pressures of growing secularism
and changing moral values have
had a negative impact on many
Christians and their communities.

New positions have led to
“strains and difficulties” within the
Anglican Communion, even rais-
ing questions about whether the
communion will be able to remain
intact, the pope said.

“Recent developments, espe-
cially concerning the ordained
ministry and certain moral teach-
ings, have affected not only inter-
nal relations within the Anglican
Communion but also relations
between the Anglican Communion
and the Catholic Church,” the pope
said.

Pope Benedict told the arch-
bishop, “We believe that these
matters, which are presently under
discussion within the Anglican
Communion, are of vital impor-
tance to the preaching of the
Gospel in its integrity and that
your current discussions will shape
the future of our relations.

“It is our fervent hope that the
Anglican Communion will remain
grounded in the Gospels and the
apostolic tradition which form our
common patrimony and are the
basis of our common aspiration to
work for full visible unity,” he
said.

In his remarks to the pope,
Archbishop Williams acknowl-
edged that “the path to unity is not
an easy one and that disputes about
how we apply the Gospel to the
challenges thrown up by modern
society can often obscure or even
threaten the achievements of dia-
logue.”

The archbishop said it is clear
that changes within the Anglican
Communion could impact nega-
tively its relationship with the
Catholic Church, but he hoped the
friendships and trust built over the
years would enable Anglicans and
Catholics to speak honestly, to
challenge each other and to help
both groups discern a way for-
ward.

B Y  C I N D Y  W O O D E N

CNS PHOTO/ALESSANDRO BIANCHI ,  REUTERS

Pope Benedict XVI and Archbishop Rowan Williams of Canterbury, leader of the Anglican Communion, talk
after signing a joint declaration at the Vatican Nov. 23. The statement noted the four decades of dialogue
between the Catholic Church and the Anglican Communion while acknowledging current challenges to ecu-
menical progress.

a snub, Erdogan had said there was
no time to meet the pope.

After their encounter, Erdogan
told Turkish reporters that he had
asked the pope for support of
Turkey’s request for membership
in the European Union. Erdogan
said the pope responded positively.

“He said ‘We are not politicians
but we also hope Turkey enters the
EU,’” Erdogan said.

A senior Vatican official did not
confirm that remark, but said the
Vatican looks with favor upon
Turkey’s efforts to meet the criteria
of EU membership.

As a cardinal, the pope said in
2004 that in a cultural sense,
Turkey had always represented
“another continent, in permanent
contrast with Europe.” More
recently, however, the Vatican has
said it is not opposed to Turkey’s

EU membership.
On his way into the capital for

meetings with political, religious
and diplomatic officials, the pope
stopped to pay his respects at the
mausoleum of Kemal Ataturk, the
founder of modern Turkey.

Then the pontiff walked to an
adjacent museum and, after putting
on his glasses, wrote a short mes-
sage in English in a golden guest
book: “In this land, a meeting
point of different religions and cul-
tures and a bridge between Asia
and Europe, I gladly make my
own the words of the founder of
the Turkish republic: ‘Peace at
home, peace in the world!’”

Ataturk led Turkey’s war of
independence and was the archi-
tect of the constitution that in 1923
transformed Turkey into a
Western-style secular state. It was
Ataturk who moved the capital to
Ankara from Istanbul, formerly
Constantinople, the ancient capital
of the Byzantine Empire.

He rejected the model of a
Muslim religious state, even
though 99 percent of Turkey’s

population is Muslim. Today, how-
ever, Christian minority communi-
ties complain of de facto discrimi-
nation in areas of legal status,
property and schools.

The pope rode in a closed car
through Ankara; he was not
expected to use the glass-walled
popemobile in Turkey. There were

no crowds of well-wishers at the
airport or along the papal motor-
cade route in Ankara, a city with a
miniscule Christian population.

Security was tight in the capital.
Thousands of heavily armed
policemen lined the streets, and
snipers watched from the roofs of
buildings. Ankara newspapers said

the government had swept for
explosives along the pope’s route.

The pope’s official welcome
took place at the presidential
palace, where the pontiff was
greeted by President Ahmet
Necdet Sezer. The president met
the pope as he got out of the car.
The two men shook hands, posed
for photos and immediately went
in for private talks.

The pope was to meet later with
Ali Bardakoglu, the head of
Turkey’s directorate of religious
affairs and the country’s highest
Muslim authority. Bardakoglu
sharply criticized the pope’s
remarks on Islam in September
and said the pontiff should apolo-
gize; he later accepted the pope’s
expression of regret.

In that speech, at the University
of Regensburg in Germany, the
pope cited a historical criticism of
Islam and spoke about the concept
of holy war. The pope later dis-
tanced himself from the quoted
material and said he was sorry
Muslims had been offended.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TURKEY

CNS PHOTO/ WOLFGANG RATTAY,  REUTERS

Pope Benedict XVI gestures as he is greeted by Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, right, at the airport in Ankara, Turkey, Nov. 28, as
he arrives for a four-day visit.
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Father Scheidt offers teens tips for dating

BREMEN — “Always remain in
the truth. Your ‘yes’ must mean
‘yes’ and your ‘no’ must mean
‘no.’All else comes from the evil
one,” said Father Dan Scheidt in
his top 10 dating tips for teens to
area youth groups at St. Isidore
Hall at St. Dominic Parish in
Bremen.

Father Scheidt spoke to groups
including those from St. Gaspar
Del Bufalo, St. Patrick, Sacred
Heart and St. John the Evangelist
using some of the materials from
his theology of the body class at
Marian High School.

In his top dating tips, truth was
number one. Lying, he noted, is
done because of fear, “fear from
not getting what we want, fear
from trouble. The devil wants us to
give in to that weakness. If your
date lies to you, dump that person.
You do not want to date the
weak,” noted Father Scheidt.

How your date treats their fami-
ly is always something you need to
consider. “If they’re trash talkin’
their momma, they’ll trash talk
you. If they are really good at
deceiving their momma and
poppa, they will you,” said Father
Scheidt. While most people put up
a façade with others, they don’t do
so around their family. “This is
how he or she will act later and
treat you,” he noted.

Anger is rooted in the amygdala
in the brain, which is the center of
anger and fear, and is strong when
one is a teenager. 

“That part of your head isn’t
fully developed,” said Father
Scheidt placing his hand over one
teenager’s head as an example,
noting that that part of the brain
helps one makes rational judg-
ments. When “you get angry” he
suggested that you go to your
room and do jumping jacks and

pray for Father Dan,” their parish
priest and everyone else they can
think of.

“Romance should be built
solidly on friendship and never
should be allowed to dominate
friendship,” said Father Scheidt,
quoting his number five tip. “That
friendship should not only be the
two of us alone together either. An
extension, a network of friends
helps take the pressure off of you. 

“Alcohol is liquid stupidity,”
said Father Scheidt. He noted that
alcohol only weakens intellect and
dulls the sense of reality. “If habit-
ual drunkenness and/or drug use
exists, expect stupidly mistaken
judgments,” said Father Scheidt.

“Everyone who has fallen in
love is tempted to think that his or
her relationship is so deep, so spe-
cial, unique, perfect, meant-to-be
and unbreakable that is an excep-
tion to the cosmic moral order and
is mysteriously protected from dis-
aster. This is a feeling — not a
reality,” emphasized Father
Scheidt for his seventh tip of dat-
ing.

“Pray every day for your future
wife or husband that God may be
preparing you to marry,” said
Father Scheidt. Using humor as he
did throughout his talk, Father
Scheidt spoke directly at one of the
girls in the audience, noting that
“right now he might be raising
white chinchillas in Utah for a
white chinchilla wedding gown,”
adding “wouldn’t it be nice to tell
your husband or wife I have been
praying for you every night since
Nov. 19, 2006?”

The eighth, ninth and 10th tips
dealt with sexuality.

“The sex drive is designed for
bonding and babies. Without the
vows of marriage, the actions that
lead up to sex can’t be indulged
in,” said Father Scheidt who used
tape stuck to his lower arms to
prove a point. “Tape is designed to

bond. What happens when you
keep pulling it off. It loses it’s abil-
ity to stick, said Father Scheidt.

In his top 10 tip, he urged stu-
dents to know and observe the dif-
ferences between affection and
arousal. Affection actions are those
that express and strengthen friend-
ship like hugs and kisses. Any
actions that are directed at stimu-
lating your body or those of your
date are “dangerously wrong.”

Those who do not date in high
school “be not afraid,” said Father
Dan. “It makes it easier in col-
lege.” 

He also noted that those who
are beautiful people often end up
with more tragic stories than nor-
mal people and that if teens build
their relationships built on looks,
they should always remember
“looks fade.”

MICHELLE DONAGHEY

Andrea Manges, a high school sophomore from Bremen, intently listens
as Father Dan Scheidt gets right in front of her to get a point across
during his talk on teens and dating to area youth groups at St. Isidore
Hall at St. Dominic Parish in Bremen. Youth groups including those from
St. Gaspar Del Bufalo, Rome City, St. Patrick, Ligonier, Sacred Heart of
Warsaw and St. John the Evangelist of Goshen came to listen to Father
Scheidt.

B Y  M I C H E L L E  D O N A G H E Y
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All Saints
Religious Goods

3506 South Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne • 260-456-9173
(across from South Side High School) 

Advent Wreaths & Candles
Fontanini Nativities, Religious Christmas Cards,

Books, Bibles, Rosaries, Statues, Crucifixes

Store hours: Mon. & Tues. 9:30 to 5:00,  Wed. & Thurs., 9:30 to 7:00;  Fri. 9:30 to 5:00, Sat. 9:30 to 4:00

Support your school.

Use All Saints SCRIP!

Come take the first step…
and discover the benefits of a 

Saint Joseph’s High School education. 

Placement Test
Saturday, December 9, 2006

7:45 a.m. to 12 noon
$10 registration fee.

No reservation required.

www.saintjoehigh.com

For more information,
call Julia Chismar at 

(574) 233-6137.
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START A
TRADITION

WITH

Start you family tradition
with Fontanini.  Choose

from Nativity sets, 
figures, Village buildings,
accessories, and giftware

items.  See the entire
Collection at:

AQUINAS
2306 Mishawaka Avenue - South Bend 46615

(574) 287-1091

Our experienced and professional staff is dedicated 
to providing the highest quality of nursing care.

• Daily Mass

• Skilled Care • Intermediate Care

• Medicare Certified

• Secured Units for Alzheimer Care

• Physical, Occupational, & Speech Therapies

• Assisted Living Apartments

• Independent Living Patio Homes on Campus

For Information, Call: (260) 897-2841

515 N. Main Street, Avilla, Indiana 46710
Provena Health, a Catholic health system, builds communities

of healing and hope by compassionately responding to human

need in the spirit of Jesus Christ.

Lisa Marino discusses Catholic
view of sexuality at seminar

NOTRE DAME — “Sex in the
City.” Sex in the City ... of God?
Contrary to popular culture, these
three topics actually do go togeth-
er, or at least they should.

That was the premise of a talk
given by Lisa Marino Nov. 16 at
the University of Notre Dame. In
her 15th year as a diocesan RCIA
director, Marino emphasized that
despite what society tells us, sex
has everything to do with love.

“Our culture tells us these
things don’t go together,” said
Marino, “and of course, that’s a
lie. They say Catholics are anti-
sex. That’s really funny because
Catholics are pro-baby. Now, you
go figure that one.”

Marino, who is married and the
mother of three young children,
addressed a group of students, par-
ents and faculty. She explained
that society says two things on the
topic of sex. First, the body is real-
ly great and God is ... over there.
Secondly, religion is so pure that it
must be separate from our physical
being, leading to a prudish idea of
sex.

“Christ gave us his body and
blood, soul and divinity,” remind-
ed Marino. “We yearn for his
body, yet we are uncomfortable
with the body. That’s a difficult
tension.”

Marino referred to Pope John
Paul II and his weekly talks from
1979-1984 that eventual-
ly became known as the
theology of the body.

“Before he was pope,”
said Marino, “John Paul
realized this was an issue.
He talked with his mar-
ried friends and really lis-
tened to them.”

She went on to
explain that theology of
the body, which is a very
densely-written work by
Pope John Paul II, is
essentially divided into
two parts. The first
addresses where we’ve
been, where we are and
where we are going as it
relates to sex as a sacra-
ment. The second looks
at how that applies to
various stages of life: sin-
gle, married or abstinent
for the kingdom.
Marino’s talk focused on
the first part, with an
emphasis on how it plays
today.

“We’re not Adam or
Eve, and this isn’t the
Garden (of Eden),” she
deadpanned. “Yet we
have the hope of what
Christ offers us.”

To put it into everyday
terms, Marino pointed
out there are two ways of
viewing morality as it
relates to sexuality.

“This is all you can
expect from me because,
after all, I’m only human. Or on
the flip side, this is what you can
expect from me because I am
human.”

Marino pointed to the creation
story in Gen 2:7, where God

formed man out of clay and
breathed life into him. Creation
and love are from the very begin-
ning.

“It’s no accident we’re both
physical and spiritual,” observed
Marino. “And we were intended to
be good. It’s not like God was
bored and just made a guy. God

had an overabundance of love that
spilled over into creation.”

That brings up the relationship
of the Holy Trinity. Marino
referred back to Genesis, where
God created all the animals and

paraded them past Adam. As he
names each one, he observes that
while each animal created by God
is unique, none is a good partner
for him. Adam is different and
separate from the animals, and
Adam is the only one who can
love God back.

“Adam is still longing to give
himself to another,“ said Marino.
“When God gives him a wife,
Adam immediately recognizes Eve
as ‘bone of my bone, flesh of my
flesh.’”

Marino imagined Adam’s real
reaction of “You’re just like me ...
but not.” She points out the “not”
is significant.

“God did not say ‘it’s not good
for man to be alone. Here’s
Steve.’”

Yet, this perfect Trinitarian rela-
tionship did not stay intact.

“When Satan tempts Eve,
Adam is there too,” said Marino.
“Their relationship is ruptured
immediately. Suddenly Adam is
blaming ‘that woman,’ and not the
flesh of his flesh, bone of his
bone.”

Before original sin, explained
Marino, Adam and Eve were filled
with God’s love.

“They have the capacity to give
back to each other, and to God.
Sin did not free them, and it does
not free us. It actually puts all
kinds of limits upon us.”

Marino went on to further
explain. “God really gives of him-
self. He doesn’t just create. He

truly loves us. That’s the
kind of love and reciproci-
ty God is calling us to.”

In Phil 2:6-8, St. Paul
illustrates how Jesus is the
exact opposite of original
sin, showing how the
equality of God is not
something to be grasped.

“Jesus humbled himself
... what we should have
done in the first place ...
and saved us,” said
Marino. What does this
mean when applied to our
sexuality today?

“In Christ, we see a
one-flesh unity of humani-
ty and dignity,” Marino
explained. “On the cross,
he emptied himself, mak-
ing love to his bride, the
church. Marriage here on
earth is meant to be an
expression of God’s love
for us. Our bodies are
meant to be sacramental.”

Marino wrapped up her
talk with the reminder that
sex outside marriage is
empty, and sex as a sacra-
mental act can be a prayer.

“God says this is worth
embracing at any level of
our life,” concluded
Marino. “The church says
‘come to confession.’ The
confessional isn’t just a
spiritual emergency room,
but also a spiritual work-
out room. We can get rid
of our guilt and receive

strength for the road.”
Marino’s talk was sponsored by

the Office of Family Life of the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend
in conjunction with the Notre Dame
Center for Ethics and Culture.

DIANE FREEBY

St. Matthew Cathedral RCIA direc-
tor Lisa Marino discusses sexuality
and how it has everything to do
with love at the University of
Notre Dame on Nov. 16. Marino’s
talk was sponsored by the Office
of Family Life of the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend in con-
junction with the Notre Dame
Center for Ethics and Culture.

The New Eve Project will present 

Lisa Marino speaking on 

“Sex in the City of God” on 

Thursday, Dec. 7, 7 to 8 p.m., 

at the University of Saint Francis,

Doermer Center, room 156. 

The New Eve Project’s mission 

is to advance the authentic 

identity of women.
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Study on condom use
and AIDS awaits action
by doctrinal office, pope
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — An
“exhaustive” Vatican study
requested by Pope Benedict XVI
on condom use in HIV prevention
is awaiting a response from the
church’s doctrinal office and the
pope, a senior Vatican official
said. Cardinal Javier Lozano
Barragan, head of the Pontifical
Council for Health Care Ministry,
said his office handed in “a large
study” of almost 200 pages to the
Vatican’s Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith and that it is
“hoping (the congregation) and
the Holy Father say what is (best)
concerning this argument.” The
cardinal spoke in response to jour-
nalists’ questions during a Nov. 21
press conference about an upcom-
ing Vatican meeting on the
church’s pastoral approach to
treating infectious diseases. He
said the pope had asked that his
council commence “a dialogue
with the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith on con-
doms.” Cardinal Lozano said his
council completed “a thorough
study on condoms” covering the
latest medical data and the com-
plete spectrum of opinions by
moral theologians.

Pope rules ‘for many’
must replace ‘for all’ in
consecration
WASHINGTON (CNS) — By a
personal decision of Pope
Benedict XVI, priests in future
years will begin to say Christ’s
blood is poured out “for many”
instead of “for all” in the words of
consecration at Mass. The change
simply reflects more accurately
the normative Latin phrase “pro
multis” and does not signify any
change in Catholic teaching that
Christ died for all. “It is a dogma
of faith that Christ died on the
cross for all men and women,”
Cardinal Francis Arinze, prefect
of the Vatican Congregation for
Divine Worship and the
Sacraments, said in an Oct. 17 let-
ter to presidents of bishops’ con-
ferences around the world
explaining the decision to require
a literal translation of the Latin
text. The letter was published in
the United States in late
November in NewsLetter, a publi-
cation of the U.S. bishops’
Committee on the Liturgy. In a
commentary on the letter,
NewsLetter said priests should not
make the change yet. “Absolutely
no changes may be made until the
new translation of the Roman
Missal has been approved by the
bishops and confirmed by the
Holy See. The completion of the
missal is at least several years
away,” the commentary said.

Pro-life groups, 
lawmakers urge Amnesty
to keep abortion 
neutrality
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Dozens of members of Congress
joined several pro-life organiza-
tions Nov. 20 in urging Amnesty
International not to embrace poli-
cies on abortion that they

described as “antithetical to ... our
shared duty to protect.” The inter-
national human rights organiza-
tion is consulting its 2 million
members in 74 countries over
whether it should “expand its pol-
icy on sexual and reproductive
rights,” according to a Nov. 20
Amnesty statement. The release
said that under discussion is
whether to develop policies on
access to health care related to
complications from abortion;
access to abortion in cases of rape,
incest, sexual assault or risk to the
woman’s health; and removal of
criminal penalties for abortion
providers and those who seek
abortions. A Nov. 15 letter signed
by more than 70 members of the
House said “it is not possible for
Amnesty to justify any position
that condones abortion based on
international human rights law
while at the same time objectively
adhering to legal instruments and
processes. No United Nations
human rights treaty or convention
recognizes a so-called right to —
or even addresses the issue of —
abortion.”

Vatican liturgist stresses
precision of language at
Masses
ST. LOUIS (CNS) — Whether
using Latin or a translation into
the common language of their
country, Catholics should pray at
Mass in words that precisely con-
vey the meaning and reverence
the church fathers intended when
they wrote those prayers. That’s
what Cardinal Francis Arinze, an
influential Vatican liturgist, told
about 250 people, mostly clergy
and seminarians, attending the
final session of the Gateway
Liturgical Conference in St. Louis

Nov. 11. The event, which focused
on how Catholics worship, drew
more than 400 people over three
days. “Language is not every-
thing. But it is one of the most
important elements that need
attention for good and faith-filled
liturgical celebrations,” said
Cardinal Arinze, prefect of the
Vatican Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Sacraments, in
his keynote address. Cardinal
Arinze told the St. Louis Review,
archdiocesan newspaper, that his
purpose was not to call for the uni-
versal reinstitution of the Latin
Mass — though he did request
that parishes offer it much more
often than they do. Rather, he
wanted to instill an appreciation
of the language of the Latin Mass,
warn of translations that might be
harmful and extol the unifying
aspect Latin still offers the church,
he said.

Vatican official sees
expanded role for 
inculturation efforts
PILAR, India (CNS) —
Inculturation should not focus
only on traditional customs and
artistic expressions, but also must
take into account the impact of
modernization and secularization
on how people live and believe,
said French Cardinal Paul
Poupard. The cardinal, president
of the pontifical councils for cul-
ture and for interreligious dia-
logue, opened a Nov. 20-23 meet-
ing in Pilar of representatives of
Catholic cultural centers from
throughout India. The centers, he
said, “are public forums, places
where people meet and reflect,
study and learn, exchange ideas
and develop the dialogue between
faith and cultures.” In a country

like India — the birthplace of the
Hindu and Sikh religions, where a
variety of cultures, peoples and
languages coexist — Christians
must be prepared to dialogue both
with local cultures and with other
religions, he said.

Pope cites importance of
diocesan newspapers
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Diocesan newspapers are impor-
tant because they strengthen local
communities and give them a
voice they will not find in nation-
al publications, Pope Benedict
XVI said. Meeting Nov. 25 with
the Italian Federation of Catholic
Weeklies, the pope said the papers
underline “facts and realities
where the Gospel is lived, where
good and truth triumph” and
where individuals commit their
time and creativity to building real
communities. The primary task of
a diocesan newspaper, he said, is
to “serve the truth with courage,
helping the public see, understand
and live reality with the eyes of
God.” The challenges of modern
life and the diversity of people
within a diocese also must find a
reflection in the diocesan paper,
he said.

Archbishop: Thousands
of Zimbabweans starve,
die weekly from disease
LONDON (CNS) — More people
are dying from starvation and dis-
ease in Zimbabwe under President
Robert Mugabe than are killed in
the war in Iraq or the conflict in
Darfur, said an African archbish-
op. Archbishop Pius Ncube of
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, said about
3,500 people are dying each week

in his country from a “unique con-
vergence of malnutrition, poverty
and AIDS.” He said the world has
forgotten about the plight of
Zimbabweans although “hunger,
illness and desperation stalk our
land.” “Cemeteries are filling up
throughout the country, but no
blood is being spilt,” he told a pri-
vate meeting of politicians and
church leaders in London Nov. 22.
“People are just fading away,
dying quietly and being buried
quietly with no fanfare, and so
there is little media attention.” As
many people die prematurely in
Zimbabwe in one week as in one
month in Iraq when the violence is
at its worst, he said. In October,
3,700 people died in Iraq.

Eastern churches a ‘gift’
to universal church,
Cardinal Daoud says
CHICAGO (CNS) — The Eastern
churches are “singly and corpo-
rately a ‘gift,’” Cardinal Ignace
Moussa Daoud, prefect of the
Vatican Congregation for Eastern
Churches, told delegates in
Chicago at a five-day “encounter”
of Eastern Catholic churches.
“Every Eastern church partici-
pates equally in this status as gift
of God to the universal church.
We have much to offer,” Cardinal
Daoud said. “As a result, we
should never feel intimidated in
any location.” Cardinal Daoud
added, “Our process of interaction
is that of the mutual bestowal of
gift. We are not in competition,
but in collaboration. Christ did not
teach any doctrine which blessed
divisiveness. The sacred mysteries
liturgically enact our appeal to the
Trinity to bring about that unity.”
Though the Oct. 30-Nov. 3 con-
ference was intended for Eastern
Catholic churches in the United
States and Canada, participants
also came from Australia,
Belgium, Italy and Ukraine.

San Francisco prelate
named to Vatican 
communications council
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI has named
Archbishop George H. Niederauer
of San Francisco to be a member
of the Pontifical Council for
Social Communications; he joins
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of
Los Angeles as U.S. members of
the council. The Vatican
announced five-year appoint-
ments to the council Nov. 25 and
formally confirmed a list of new
consultants, some of whom had
been announced earlier. U.S.
Archbishop John P. Foley, a
Philadelphia native, is president of
the council, which explains
Catholic teaching regarding the
use of all forms of media and
offers guidance to Catholics in the
fields of cinema, television, radio
and the press. Archbishop
Niederauer will take over the
membership position previously
held by Bishop Joseph A. Galante
of Camden, N.J.

T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C6 DECEMBER 3,  2006

NEWS BRIEFS

CNS PHOTO/REUTERS

U.S. Jesuit Father Angelo D’Agostino, who founded an orphanage for HIV-positive chil-

dren in 1992 in Kenya, died Nov. 20 in Kenya at the age of 80. In this January 2004 file

photo, Father D’Agostino talks to orphans who have HIV/AIDS outside a Nairobi 

courtroom.

JESUIT FATHER ANGELO D’AGOSTINO DIES
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Holy Cross
College Students
Raise Thousands
for Toys for Tots
NOTRE DAME — Each year the
Holy Cross College Student
Government Association (SGA)
holds a Toys for Tots auction.

“It’s an established and produc-
tive program that has had a lot of
success providing great
Christmases for kids, and we cele-
brate a great tradition here at Holy
Cross College supporting this
organization,” says SGA president
Jared Sawyer.

This year some if the items up
for bid were dinner with the col-
lege president, a Brady Quinn
autographed jersey or even a date
to the college’s winter dance with
one of the Marines from Co. B,
the South Bend Reserve Unit. The
event is always a fun one, but this
year that fun was also quite prof-
itable. Between the live and silent
auctions, the SGA raised $3,107.
When the auction was over, the
SGA president and vice president,
Sawyer and Tyler Martin, were so
overwhelmed by the generosity of
the attendees they matched the
proceeds with SGA funds, making
a grand total of $6,214 raised.

“Student government holds
many fundraisers to support cam-
pus activities,” Sawyer says, “and
we decided to take some of that
money to match the donations at
the auction.”

So already feeling the
Christmas spirit, the SGA donated
dollars they earned, instead of
spending it on themselves.

“It’s great that we can help the
community and give kids a better
Christmas,” says Sawyer.

Forever Learning holds
fall festival
SOUTH BEND — The Forever
Learning Institute in South Bend
will hold its End of the Semester
Fall Festival on Friday, Dec. 8. The
festival will be held from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the Little Flower Parish
Center, 54191 Ironwood Rd., South
Bend.

The institute will feature tables
for classes to display their informa-
tion so that visitors will be able to
view what is offered through the
Forever Learning Institute and talk
to the teachers.

Entertainment and prizes are
part of the festivities. Area busi-
nesses are sponsoring gift certifi-
cates and Christmas plants. 

Snacks and refreshments will be
served, and there will be an
announcement of some new classes
offered this spring.

Classes for the spring semester
will begin on Feb. 12, and the
course guides will be in the mail by
mid-January. 

Bremen churches host
Holy Walk Dec. 1-2
BREMEN — The 26th annual
Bremen Holy Walk will be very
early this year with plenty of youth
church group volunteers says
Martha Yeager, a board member for
the annual event.

“This is the earliest date I think
we have ever had it,” said Yeager

who said that the event needs to be
scheduled around the Bremen
Public Schools scheduled use of the
high school gymnasium events.

The earlier-than-usual date of
the first weekend of December
may, however, have advantages not
only for the volunteer workers but
also for visitors.

“Hopefully we will be having it
on a weekend that there aren’t any
parties or anything planned at busi-
nesses or schools,” said Yeager.
Last year’s Holy Walk was held the
weekend before Christmas. Schools
had already dismissed for their
Christmas vacation break and many
other holiday events scheduled
made it more difficult to find vol-
unteers.

But while it may be early, the
event may be a bit more active
especially in the Bethlehem
Village. “We have a lot more youth
than in previous years. It seems
we’re going to have a very lively
village,” said Yeager happily. She
added that it is wonderful that local
kids want to volunteer.

The 26th Annual Bremen Holy
Walk will be held Friday, Dec. 1,
from 6 to 9 p.m. and Saturday, Dec.
2, from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Those who
come should meet at the Bremen
High School Gymnasium (off of
Grant Street), which will be open
an hour before the walk begins.
Parking is available near the high
school off Grant and also in a park-
ing lot between the high school and
elementary school.

Visitors should dress warmly as
the event is outdoors and can wait
as long as two hours. The walk
takes at least one hour to complete.
Busses to the walk from the school
run every 15 minutes. 

There is no charge for the event,

which includes over 250 cast mem-
bers from around 25 different
Bremen area churches. Please note
that there is no food available to
purchase at the waiting area. For
more information, call (574) 546-
2667 or (574) 546-2042. — MD

Our Lady of Good Hope
welcomes Father John
Paul at parish mission
FORT WAYNE — Our Lady of
Good Hope Church in Fort Wayne
will host a parish mission Dec. 3
through Dec. 6 with the theme of
“Falling in Love with God.”

Father John Paul, a priest with
the Archdiocese of Omaha-based
Intercessors of the Lamb, will con-
duct the mission.

The Intercessors of the Lamb,
www.bellwetheromaha.org, “are
dedicated to the contemplative for-
mation of all Christians for the
powerful ministry of intercession.
Their goal is to develop and foster a
deep interior life in the hearts of
God’s people so that they might
become within themselves, ‘a
house of prayer’ as God is within
himself. Because it is the life that
prays, our own personal relation-
ship with Jesus is the root and
power of all effective intercession.
The stronger our union with his
heart, the more our hearts begin to
beat like his ... a steady, slow beat ...
a beat that always says, ‘Souls ...
souls ... souls ...,’” cites the Web
site.

The mission will include the fol-
lowing:

• Sunday, Dec. 3, evening prayer
with mission preaching.

• Monday, Dec. 4, adoration and
benediction of the Blessed

Sacrament with mission preaching.
• Tuesday, Dec. 5, penance serv-

ice with 15 invited priests and mis-
sion preaching.

• Wednesday, Dec. 6, closing
Mass with mission preaching.

All services are at 7 p.m. For
more information, contact the
parish at (260) 485-9615. The
church is located at 7215 St. Joe
Rd., Fort Wayne.

USF announces trustees
FORT WAYNE — At a recent
meeting of the Board of Trustees
of the University of Saint Francis,
the following officers were elect-
ed:

Board Vice Chair: Sister M.
Ann Kathleen Magiera, OSF.
Sister Ann Kathleen has been a
board member since 2000. This is
her third year as vice chair.

Secretary: Debra A. Niezer.
Ms. Niezer has been a board mem-
ber since 2002. THis is her fourth
year as secretary.

Treasurer: Ian Rolland. Mr.
Rolland has been a board member
since 1995. This is his fifth year as
treasurer.

William G. Niezer has served
as board chair since 1998, and his
current four-year term as board
chair expires in 2010.

Sister M. Elise Kriss, OSF, has
served as the university president
since 1993, and her  current four-
year term as president expires in
2010.

Redeemer Radio launches
two new local programs
FORT WAYNE — Redeemer
Radio, Catholic Radio 1450 AM,
is launching two more local pro-

grams: “God, Is That Really
You?” and “Knight Life.”

Not all journeys into the priest-
hood begin simply with the
answering of an inner call. Some
men who are now priests first
worked in other careers as dentists
and business owners. One had
been a Protestant pastor. “God, Is
that really you?” is a series of pro-
grams that looks at the personal
journeys of several diverse men
who are now priests or studying
for the priesthood in the Diocese
of Fort Wayne-South Bend. 

“God is That Really You” will
air twice monthly, on the first and
second Saturdays of each month
from 9 to 10 a.m. In December the
guests will be Father Glenn
Kohrman (Dec. 2) and Bishop
John M. D’Arcy (Dec. 9).

Michelle Donaghey, host of
“God Is That Really You,” has
been a contributing writer for
Today’s Catholic for over 10
years. Donaghey, a Catholic by
birth, is a lector, eucharistic minis-
ter and a member of the Altar-
Rosary Society at St. Dominic
Catholic Church in Bremen.
Recently Donaghey celebrated 25
years of marriage with her hus-
band, Tom. They have two boys,
Christopher, 22, and Patrick, 14.
Donaghey also writes for several
area newspapers including the
South Bend Tribune and is also a
writer for Parenting Publications
of America.

Redeemer Radio’s second new
program, “Knight Life,” will
focus on the work of the Knights
of Columbus. The host, Greg Diss,
is a member of the Father Solanus
Casey Knights of Columbus
Council at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Parish in Fort Wayne. In
addition, Diss belongs to the
fourth degree of the Knights and is
also the state deputy for pro-life
for the Knights. “Knight Life”
will interview local and national
guests. It will air from 9 to 10 a.m.
on the third Saturday of each
month. 

Knights give pastors
annual salute
SOUTH BEND — Pastors, reli-
gious brothers and deacons of
Catholic churches in the South
Bend area received a special annual
salute from the Father Nieuwland
Assembly, Fourth Degree of the
Knights of Columbus at the organi-
zation’s annual “Salute to Pastors”
held in the Ave Maria Council ball-
room.

“It is our way of humbly giving
a big thank you to you for your
devoted service and spiritual assis-
tance to your parishioners and to
the Fourth Degree as well,” said
William Niezgodski, faithful navi-
gator of the assembly.

More than 45 religious, includ-
ing diocesan pastors, priests and
religious brothers from the
Congregation of the Holy Cross,
were lauded at the traditional and
testimonial dinner, which the
Fourth Degree has sponsored for
more than a quarter of a century.

The only other speaker on the
program was J.  William Raab, a
past navigator, who served as mas-
ter of ceremonies.

“We can never praise our priests
and religious brothers enough,” he
said, “especially in this day and
age, when both young, middle aged
and the elderly need all the spiritual
devotion possible.” — EJD

AROUND THE DIOCESE
STUDENTS DOUBLE TOY EFFORTS

PROVIDED BY HOLY CROSS COLLEGE

This year the funds raised in the Holy Cross College’s annual Toys for Tots auction were doubled by the Student
Government Association.
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Divine Mercy Gifts
A beautiful selection of Christmas items

Rosaries • Crucifixes • Jewelry
Statues • Books • Bibles • Music & Videos

Fontanini Nativity Sets

is imported from Italy exclusively by

320 Dixie Way North • South Bend
1/2 mile north of Notre Dame on S.R. 933

(574) 277-1400

Pigrimage brings students closer to Indiana’s first saint

SOUTH BEND — Twenty-nine
students and eight adults from
Saint Joseph’s High School in
South Bend recently had the
chance to experience a piece of
history with a pilgrimage to Saint-
Mary-of-the-Woods to visit the site
where St. Mother Theodore Guerin
lived and worked.

During the pilgrimage, led by
Providence Sister Mary Roger
Madden, the group learned how St.
Mother Theodore Guerin estab-
lished the Sisters of Providence
religious congregation, schools and
orphanages. The pilgrimage
focused on her special devotion to
the Virgin Mary and the Blessed
Sacrament and her relationship
with the  Catholic Church. Some

of the activities of the day included
a video presentation of the life of
St. Mother Theodore Guerin, visits
to the National Shrine of Our Lady
of Providence, the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel and the Shrine
of St. Mother Theodore Guerin
and a walking tour of the historic
sites and shrines on the grounds.

Saint Joseph’s High School sen-
ior Michelle Verhiley felt the trip
was an amazing experience. To
know that she was literally walk-
ing on the same paths that a saint
used was humbling. 

“I thought it would be a good
opportunity. I’ve never been up
close to see a saint like that,” said
Verhiley on what made her decide
to go on the trip. “It was very nice
there; you saw a lot of older peo-
ple praying.”

Verhiley was amazed at how

quiet and desolate the grounds were
and amazed at how the nuns took
the ideas of St. Mother Theodore
Guerin and made them a reality.

Her most memorable moment
was seeing the relics of St. Mother
Theodore Guerin. 

“There is a huge poster of St.
Mother Theodore Guerin that was
very neat; I can’t even explain how
big the poster was,” said Verhiley.
“It made it more her church.”

Patricia LeGuern, tuition
account manager at Saint Joseph’s
High School, had a chance to
accompany the students on their
pilgrimage journey.

“I decided to go since it was
advertised as a religious trip and
not only a field trip. I thought it
would be a spiritual experience as
well as a diversion from my rou-
tine,” said LeGuern. “I thought the

trip was very uplifting as well as
recreational.”

LeGuern had several memo-
rable moments on her trip.

“Seeing the basilica for the first
time and comparing it to the
Basilica of St. Hyacinth in
Chicago, which I had recently
seen, drove home the beauty of
both and the captivating architec-
ture they represent,” said LeGuern.
“I took away some additional
information about Indiana history,
which I had not learned earlier. I
also am impressed by the hard-
ships described for the group of
nuns who made a major effort to
come to the United States.”

LeGuern thought the trip was a
great experience for the students
who had the chance to join.

“As a history lesson its value is
self evident. But more importantly
the students were exposed to the
life and times of a 19th century
figure who is important to not only
Indiana history but to the history
of our faith,” said LeGuern.

Verhiley appreciated the oppor-
tunity to go on the pilgrimage.

“I would go on a pilgrimage
again,” said Verhiley. The experi-
ence had such a positive impact
that she hopes to do something like
it again someday.

Cynthia MacWhorter, an art
teacher at Saint Joseph’s who
organized the trip, hopes that all
the people who joined in the spe-
cial trip walked away a little wiser
and feeling a little closer to their
religion.

St. Mother Theodore Guerin,
foundress of the Sisters of
Providence, was canonized by
Pope Bendict XVI on Oct. 15.
Mother Theodore is only the eighth
United States resident, and the first
from Indiana, to be named a saint.

PROVIDED BY C YNTHIA MACWHORTER

Saint Joseph’s High School students recently went on a pilgrimage to
Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods to visit the site where St. Mother Theodore
Guerin lived and worked. During the pilgrimage, led by Sister Mary
Roger Madden, SP, the group learned how St. Mother Theodore Guerin
established a religious congregation, schools and orphanages.

For more information about the
Sisters of Providence of Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods, visit the con-
gregation’s Web site at www.sis-
tersofprovidence.org.

B Y  L I S A  K O C H A N O W S K I

Wygant
Floral co.inc.

Charge by Phone or Come in and Browse
8 AM - 5:30 PM Daily • 8 AM - 5 PM  Sat.

327 Linconlway West - South Bend

232-3354
On Sale Now!

Flowers & Gifts for the Holidays
Fresh Cut Flowers • Silk and Dried Flowers
Imported and Domestic Gifts and Candles
Plants • Gourmet Fruit Baskets • Balloons

Mary Green (Wasoski)Owner
wygantfloral.com

Area Wide Delivery • Free delivery to
hospitals and funeral homes.
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Holy anticipation
Evangelization action
challenge
Interior renewal

Let nothing stand in the way
of your complete openness to the
coming of Christ — including
any sinfulness. Partake of the
graces of the sacrament of recon-
ciliation before Christmas. 

Reaching out to others 
Become a channel of Christ’s

love by visiting someone who is
alone or who has lost a loved one
in the last year. Be with them,
talk and share a few stories with
them. 

Transforming society 
During Advent, pray through

the intercession of Mary, for
those who may not know or
accept Christ as the Savior of the
world. Pray for those Catholics
friends and family members who
no longer actively accept or par-
ticipate in the teachings and tra-
ditions of our faith. 

Opening prayer
Heavenly Father, mindful of

the many distractions during this
sacred season, guard and prepare
our hearts, so that we may be
ready to receive your Son and our
brother, Jesus Christ. As Mary
prepared a place for Christ in her
womb, may we also prepare a
place for Christ in our hearts. As
we anticipate Christ’s coming,
may we open ourselves to this
fullness of time, so that we, too,
may be bearers of Christ’s love in
this time and place. Amen.

Scripture: Zeph 3: 14-18a

Commentary
My daughter is one of the

most generous people I know.
She is very thoughtful of others
and is a genius at picking out the
perfect card or gift for others. But
we always laugh together because
she can never wait for the appro-
priate date or time to give a gift
— whether it is a birthday,
anniversary or special holiday ...
and, if she does hold off, she usu-
ally tells you what is coming any-
way. I just love her.  

I, on the other hand, love the
feeling of anticipation. It is so
exciting for me to plan and pre-
pare for a party, a new ministry
idea or an upcoming holiday.
Decorating, cleaning, looking for
new recipes or researching and
reading seem almost as fulfilling
as the final product or event.
Anticipation is the driving force
behind my energy and unselfish
love the fuel of my daughter’s
giving. During the season of
Advent, we compliment each
other well by our different
approaches to this sacred time of

preparation and cherish the
moments of once again experi-
encing the coming of our Lord.  

I am so thankful that the
church gives us this special sea-
son of Advent as a time to antici-
pate, appreciate and prepare for
the most precious gift of love
given to us by our heavenly
Father ... the messiah, Jesus
Christ. 

Anticipating love
Why do so many, including

my daughter and me, love this
season of Advent? It is not just
the decorating, gift-giving and the
parties that draw us into the sea-
son, but Advent allows us the
time to recognize our inner long-
ings for love. We are all looking
for fulfillment ... something more
than we currently possess. We try
to find some satisfaction in mate-
rial possessions and personal
relationships and yet the yearning
remains. Like the faithful people
of the Old Testament, we are
really longing for the messiah —
Jesus who is the source of com-
pleteness, of love. During Advent
we have time to come to terms
with our humanity and the need
within for the divine Son who
alone fulfills us. It is a chance to
ponder the greatness of God, who
recognizes all of our needs and
our longing for love. God loved
us so much that he “took on
flesh” so that we may share in his
divinity. In Advent we open and
purify our hearts so that we are
ready to appropriately accept
God’s most incredible gift of
love, Jesus Christ, who alone sat-
isfies our human longings. 

Becoming ‘Christ-Bearers’
Advent is also a time when we

unite our holy anticipation of

Christ’s coming with that of
Mary, the Theotokos or “God-
bearer.” 

“Blessed are you among
women. Behold you will con-
ceive in your womb and bear a
Son, and you shall call his name
Jesus.” — Lk 1:30-31.

The story of the Annunciation
in St. Luke’s Gospel reveals to us
the moment in which Mary
accepted her mission to bring
Jesus into the world. Advent is a
time when we, like Mary, can
choose to say “yes” to God’s
invitation to be “Christ-bearers.” 

In a similar way, God asks us,
“Will you bring my Son into the
world? Will you carry him in the
womb of your heart as Mary car-
ried him in the womb of her
body. Will you birth him into the
lives of others, that all might
come to experience the grace of
redemption and eternal life?” In
this way, Advent can be a time
when we choose to become a
“channel of grace through which
the love of God enters into the
world.” — “Full of Grace,” J.
Benkovic, page 11.

God will empower us with the
help of the Holy Spirit as we say
our “yes” to the mission of being
Christ-bearers; and we, too, will
be filled with the life of Christ. In
imitation of Mary, we can bring
Jesus into a broken world. We
will become, with her and like
her, a channel through which love
enters the world. 

Presence, not presents
As people prepare for

Christmas, their attention can
focus mainly on material presents
that only provide temporary or
partial fulfillment. Creatively
thinking of how we might be
Christ-bearers for others may
simplify the holidays and
decrease the outrageous spending

and shopping frenzy we often
experience.

When Mary visited Elizabeth
in Judah, she did not bring
numerous expensive gifts.
Instead, she blessed Elizabeth
with her presence and the pres-
ence of her Son, Jesus, whom she
carried in her womb. In this time
of Advent, let us be mindful of
how we might bless another by
our simple presence ... a visit, a
carol, a phone call, a handwritten
card or a simple meal together.
Christ’s light shining through you
into the heart of another is more
precious than gold.

Closing prayer 
‘O’Antiphon III 

O Flower of Jesse’s stem, 
You have been raised up as a

sign for all peoples; 
Kings stand silent in your

presence; 
The nations bow down in wor-

ship before you. 
Come, let nothing keep you

from coming to our aid. 
— based on Is 11:10

B Y  G I N N Y  K O H R M A N

Nov. 17-Dec. 1 St. John the Evangelist/Goshen College Goshen

Dec. 1-8 St. Mary of the Annunciation Bristol

Dec. 8-15 St. Thomas the Apostle Elkhart

Dec. 15-Jan. 5, 2007 St. Vincent de Paul Elkhart

Jubilee Pilgrim Cross

Office of Spiritual Development and Evangelization
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”

Shared Faith literature 
can be found at 

www.diocesefwsb.org/DM

Sesquicentennial Jubilee Prayer
Praise the Lord, all you nations! 

Extol him, all you peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us,

and the faithfulness of the Lord

endures forever.

Praise the Lord! 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his steadfast love endures forever!

Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”

Let those who fear the Lord say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”

You are my God,

and I will give thanks to you;

You are my God,

I will extol you. 

O give thanks to the Lord, 

for he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever.

— Ps. 117, Ps. 118:1-4, 28-29.






