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TODAY’S CATHOLIC Off to Donaldson for dedication 
of Catherine’s Cottage

The Poor Handmaid Sisters
They have been here for over 160 years,

before northern Indiana was declared a dio-
cese. They came first to Hessen Cassel,
where they established a small, rural school.
They later moved to Fort Wayne and found-
ed St. Joseph Hospital. Within a few years,
they established foundations in the burgeon-
ing city of Chicago. In this diocese, they
have been involved in Catholic health care,
education and pastoral ministry. They were
the founders and builders of two great hos-
pitals. Both are under the patronage of St.
Joseph: one in Fort Wayne and one in
Mishawaka. They staffed all the schools in
Mishawaka, as well as Bishop Dwenger
High School in its early days. In
recent years, they have brought
great life to their provincial head-
quarters located in Donaldson,
Ind., where they staff Ancilla
College.

This is a splendid congrega-
tion. It is always a joy to be
among them. Thus it was on a
cloudy Saturday afternoon when I
drove to Donaldson to help dedi-
cate Catherine’s Cottage. Like so
many congregations, a key part of
their ministry now is taking care
of the extraordinary women who
have served in this diocese and
beyond in various apostolates and
ministries. Also, 26 laity and a
retired priest are living with them.

The new center, Catherine’s Cottage, and
another called Catherine’s Memory Unit,
are for those with memory loss and the con-
cept of care is quite advanced and fits well
with the charism of this beloved congrega-
tion. It is community centered and focused
on the beauty of aging, not only the diffi-
culties, but also helps in responding to diffi-
culties. The Catherine referred to is Blessed
Mary Catherine Kasper, the founder of this
extraordinary congregation in Germany. 

One of Blessed Mary Catherine’s spiritu-
al sayings was as follows: “Love to be
unknown and esteemed as nothing.” How
foreign such a saying is to our culture, but
we have to understand it in light of the
Gospel. Esteem comes from Christ and
from within oneself, from the focus of one’s
life, not from others. Part of the charism, or
gift, of these sisters is to remain in the
background, give credit to others and
always renew their consecration to God. In
this, they are following the first poor hand-
maid, Mary, the Mother of the Savior, who,
as we see in the Magnificat, which we find
in St. Luke’s Gospel, gave all credit to
Christ.

“He who is mighty has done great things
for me and holy is His Name.”

A blessed afternoon with the sisters and
their many friends. I hope to return there
during our jubilee year to celebrate Mass
with the community. They reminded me of
one of the first times I came to Donaldson.

It was for the profession of Sister Mary
Beth Martin, a graduate of Marian High
School, who formerly served in our Office
of Young Adult Ministry. They said I was
45 minutes late and stopped to find a
phone, being lost because there were all
kinds of detours. I told them I never
remembered such an event, and I was sure
it never happened. Obviously, however, it
did, and we enjoyed talking about it. I told
them that they had excellent memories.

Basilica of the Sacred Heart
North then to South Bend. After some

meetings and watching the “game for the
ages” on television, I was up the next morn-
ing to celebrate the Mass at the Basilica of
the Sacred Heart. This was the Red Mass,
the renewal of this medieval custom of
inviting attorneys, public figures and mem-
bers of bench and bar — a Mass of the
Holy Spirit begging God’s graces upon all
of them. It is always a joy to speak about
my good friend, St. Thomas More, the
patron saint of lawyers, and, since 2000, of
statesmen and politicians. Also, he has been
declared the “lawyer of the millennium.” 

Afterward, I had a little time with Msgr.

Charles Brown. Msgr. Brown is a graduate
of Notre Dame who has served the Holy
See for many years in the Congregation for
the Doctrine of Faith. He has been given a
sabbatical to complete his doctoral disserta-
tion. Twelve months to be back at Notre
Dame. How beautiful is that? I was
impressed by the fact that he celebrates
Mass each morning at 6 a.m. at Corby Hall
and is resolved to be at the library at 7:30
a.m. when a security guard opens up. He
has been provided a pleasant place in the
library and studies there until 4:30 p.m.
with a light break in early afternoon for
lunch. Unlike your bishop, Msgr. Charlie
usually runs several miles in the late after-
noon. He finds it joyful to be at Notre
Dame, with no obligation except that of
study and prayer. He told me how
impressed he was with the community at
Corby Hall, their prayerfulness and devo-
tion to religious life; and, of course, his
beloved Notre Dame. 

What a wonderful thing to have 12
months to just study and pray and come up
with something that will contribute to theo-
logical scholarship and the life of the
church.

I am very impressed with the topic of his
dissertation. At the risk of not saying it
accurately, Msgr. Brown’s study is con-
cerned with the ancient concept of the bish-
op being wed to his diocese and the growth
of this concept from the Council of Nicea
onward, through the writings of the Fathers

and church legislation of various councils.
Some even forbid, in strong language, the
idea of a bishop being transferred from one
diocese to another. This is a fascinating
topic and very much relates to the office of
bishop as we find it in the liturgy of episco-
pal ordination. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe
After a rest and a chance to read the

summaries of the Notre Dame-Michigan
State game, I headed southeast and stopped
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in
Warsaw. Half way home. What a joy in the
early evening to approach this new church
seated on a hill and to celebrate Mass for a
group of our Hispanic Catholics who had
completed a time of study helping them to
grow in their understanding of their faith.

It is the second time I have celebrated
Mass in this church. What a joy. How won-
derful to hear from Sister Joan Hastreiter,
SSJ, and Father Paul Bueter that the Mass
that morning was standing room only. I am
very grateful to Linda Furge who really car-
ried this important effort to completion. A
suggestion was made by Sister Jane Carew
at a staff meeting that, as we approach the

Jubilee 2000, we should try to do
something that would last and
mark our celebration of the Great
Jubilee. It took several years and
the generosity of the Kralis
Family of Warsaw, but now we
have this beautiful church for all
of us, dedicated to Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Let us try to foster
some pilgrimages of prayer as we
begin the observance of our holy
year of 2007.

Jubilarians
What a joy to celebrate Mass

with our priest jubilarians. About
40 priests were in attendance, and

it was a beautiful moment in the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception. Surely, it is
appropriate to single out one jubilarian —
Msgr. William Faber. He recently observed
70 years as a priest. Msgr. Bill, along with
several other senior priests, resides at Saint
Anne’s Home. He was pastor in
Kendallville and also at Queen of Angels,
Fort Wayne, where he was the founding
pastor and where there is an activity center
named after him. He is one of the most
respected priests in our diocese, our senior
priest. I consider him a good and dear
friend.

At the dinner afterward, some beautiful
words were delivered by Msgr. Faber (70
years); Father Bob Yast, with his wonderful
sense of humor (50 years); and Father
Cornelius Ryan, CSC, (40 years). Among
our jubilarians there is over 600 years of
service.

A game for the ages
Congratulations to Notre Dame for this

extraordinary comeback. I have something
to confess. When it was 37-14, I turned it
off in order to sharpen my homily for the
following day. I turned it on later and it was
37-34 and I saw the dramatic interception
for the final touchdown. Surely, a game for
the ages.

See you all next week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES

Surely, it is appropriate 

to single out one jubilarian — 

Msgr. William Faber. 

He recently observed 70 years as a priest.
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St. Jude fosters interreligious
understanding at home

FORT WAYNE — In a time when
greater understanding between
Christians and Muslims is particu-
larly crucial, the St. Jude Parish
community sought that under-
standing in the form of Sabah Al-
Saud, director of the Fort Wayne
Islamic Council and Islamic
Center, who spoke on the tenets of
Islam to a gathering of parish-
ioners in the parish hall Sept. 25.

Al-Saud is an American who
has lived in the United States for
about 41 years. He was born in
Iraq, holds an engineering degree
and operates schools of karate and
judo in Fort Wayne.

“Islam today is talked about in a
lot of ways, and mostly by people
who have no knowledge of Islam,
not of its doctrines, not of its histo-
ry, or where it is or where it start-
ed,” said Al-Saud at the start of his
talk. He went on to outline the
basic theology and doctrine of the
Muslim faith while also debunking
some misconceptions and stereo-
types, pointing out, for instance,
that there are 1.34 billion Muslims
in the world, but that only 18 to 20
percent of them are Arabs.

Delving into its theology, Al-
Saud explained that Islam is “radi-
cally monotheistic” as it “forbids the
thought of anything sharing God.

“If it has a radical basis, that’s
it,” he noted of the religion’s
adherence to this principle.

Al-Saud explained the nature of
this one God by noting that “Allah”
is simply the Arabic word for God.

“We worship, as Muslims, the
same God of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob and all the prophets, includ-
ing Jesus,” he noted.

Apart from holding that Jesus
was a prophet and not a deity, Al-
Saud noted that another difference
between Muslim and Christian
theologies is that there is no origi-
nal sin. While they still believe
that Adam and Eve did sin against
God, he explained, it did not have
the same ramifications in the view
of Muslims.

“It was their sin, not the sin of
their children and their children.”

Which, he said, leads to another

doctrinal divide.
“Since we do not believe in

orginal sin, we do not believe in sal-
vation through the blood of Jesus.”

Despite this difference, Al-Saud
said that Jesus is highly revered by
Muslims and that even Mary has a
chapter dedicated to her in the
Quran. The reasons for this, he
said, have distinctions that run
deep in Muslim theology.

“We view creation as a consis-
tent theme. We believe that God
created Adam out of nothing. Then
he created Eve from Adam. Then
he created Isaac from his mother
who was barren and old, and then
Jesus from a virgin, Mary. So Islam
believes in the virgin birth of Jesus.
That might surprise some of you.”

He went on to explain that
Muslims also hold that the prophet
Mohammed was an illiterate, so
that, following this same pattern,
the Quran was also divinely creat-
ed. Al-Saud also noted that one
must understand Arabic to under-
stand the Quran properly because
Arabic grammar and Arabic mean-
ing are deeply intertwined.

Despite these theological differ-
ences, he also pointed out what
some might have found to be a
surprising tenet of Islam:

“We are forbidden to be critical
of either Judaism or Christianity.”

A lively and often intense ques-
tion-and-answer session followed
Al-Saud’s talk, during which St.
Jude parishioners asked for Al-
Saud’s insight on matters ranging
from Muslim belief on salvation and
the afterlife to current political strug-
gles, such as in Iraq and Palestine.
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DON CLEMMER

Sabah Al-Saud, director of the
Fort Wayne Islamic Council and
the Fort Wayne Islamic Center,
speaks at St. Jude Church on Sept.
25. Saud discussed the beliefs of
Islam and fielded numerous ques-
tions on topics including conver-
sion to Islam, belief in an afterlife
and conflicts in the Middle East.

The pope expressed his “esteem
and profound respect” for Muslim
believers and said he wanted to
continue to build bridges, especial-
ly between Muslims and
Christians. Productive dialogue, he
said, will be based on mutual
knowledge, which “with joy rec-
ognizes the religious values that
we have in common and, with loy-
alty, respects the differences.”

He said historical animosities
should be left behind. The lessons
of the past, he said, should help
Christians and Muslims seek
“paths of reconciliation” that lead
to respect for individual identity
and freedom.

In that regard, Pope Benedict
cited Pope John Paul on the
important issue of reciprocal
respect for religious rights, quoting
from a speech the late pope deliv-
ered to Muslims in Morocco:
“Respect and dialogue require rec-
iprocity in all spheres, especially
in that which concerns basic free-
doms, more particularly religious
freedom.”

The pope said that in the current
world situation it was imperative
that Christians and Muslims join to
promote human dignity and the
rights that flow from that dignity.

“When threats mount up

against people and against peace,
by recognizing the central charac-
ter of the human person and by
working with perseverance to see
that human life is always respect-
ed, Christians and Muslims mani-
fest their obedience to the
Creator,” he said.

The pope closed his talk by
recalling that Muslims worldwide
were about to begin the spiritual
month of Ramadan, and he prayed
that they be granted “serene and
peaceful lives.” When he finished,
he was warmly applauded.

The meeting, arranged with
unusual urgency by the Vatican,
was a formal audience and not a
closed-door exchange of opinions.
In attendance were ambassadors
from 22 predominantly Muslim
countries and 19 other Islamic rep-
resentatives based in Italy.

Before the meeting, the Vatican
spokesman, Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, said the encounter was
a sign that dialogue was returning
to normal after a moment of mis-
understanding. 

“We hope the tension and suf-
fering of the past days make every-
one understand the urgency of a
renewed dialogue that is positive,
trustworthy, capable of looking at
problems in depth, and ready for
‘self-criticism,’ as the pope said,”
Father Lombardi said.

“If this happens, the speech in
Regensburg, with its intellectual
courage ... will have been fruitful,
perhaps even providential,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MUSLIMS
‘Encountering Christ’ brings 

focus to adult education

FORT WAYNE — Continuing to
learn and grow in one’s Catholic
faith as an adult can be a chal-
lenge. Even if people are curious
about God, Jesus, Scripture or the
church, they may not be able to
find exactly what they need, even
in their own parish. For instance,
someone might be interested in the
Book of Revelation, but his parish
Bible study is studying Genesis.
Or rather than subject matter, the
specific night of a Bible study,
devotion or other activity just
might not fit into the busy lives of
many parishioners.

This is one area where
Encountering Christ — a new
diocesan committee on Catholic
adult education and spiritual
growth — seeks to help parishes
in their ministry.

“No parish can offer every-
thing,” explains Jenny Murray, cat-
echetical associate for the Office
of Catechesis with the diocese,
“but if we try to start bringing
them together and having all that
information there, that would be
helpful to all of us that are seeking
our own spiritual growth.”

The information to which

Murray refers is a listing of Bible
studies, devotions and other pro-
grams gathered from parishes in
three different regions — in Fort
Wayne, north of Fort Wayne and
south of Fort Wayne — in an
effort to assemble a comprehen-
sive list of the diocese’s adult edu-
cation offerings.

This listing, according to
Murray, is to be distributed both in
packet form and on the Web site of
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, www.diocesefwsb.org. The
Office of Catechesis is also send-
ing the information to parishes for
use in bulletins. It will be updated
regularly, and while the initial list-
ing caters only to the Fort Wayne
area, one immediate goal of the
group is to compile a similar guide
for the rest of the diocese.

The benefits of organizing adult
education options across entire
regions of the diocese rather than
individual parishes seem to be
many. The faithful have more
options than they did before.
Parishes that may be low on staff
and funding can still learn about
programs in the area that may be
of benefit to their parishioners. 

“It’s also good to meet with
other Catholics in the area and
develop friendships outside the

parish boundaries,” notes Murray.
She adds that, when all of the

adult education options of an area
of the diocese are listed together, it
becomes clear as to what areas
might need a little supplementing,
one reason that Encountering
Christ will also be sponsoring
events of its own at the
Archbishop Noll Catholic Center
in downtown Fort Wayne, the first
of which will be a presentation by
Sister Mary Ann Phelan, SP, who
will speak on the miracles that led
to the pending canonization of
Mother Theodore Guerin,
Indiana’s first saint. This event
will be Sunday, Nov. 5, at 1 p.m.

A final aspect of Encountering
Christ’s assistance to parishes will
also be its most hands-on.

“We would like to have some
different kinds of training ses-
sions,” explains Murray, “especial-
ly to help the smaller parishes that
maybe don’t have the staff to train
their volunteers that lead Bible
studies and book discussions.”

The first such sessions will be a
“model book discussion,” held
with parish volunteers.

“They’ll have the book discus-
sion, but they’ll also learn how to
lead one,” says Murray.
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STATEMENT FROM BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

First Sunday of October
is Respect Life Sunday

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Once again, on the first Sunday of October, we observe Respect Life

Sunday. It is a day on which we celebrate and give thanks for the great
gift of human life, created in the image of God and redeemed by the
blood of Christ. It is also a day on which we recommit ourselves, as indi-
viduals, as families, as parishes and as a diocese, to defend human life
especially when it is most vulnerable; near the beginning and near the
end. Pope John Paul II, the great promoter of the “culture of life,” placed
this struggle at the center of the church’s mission, as the following
excerpt so eloquently expresses:

“To save the life of her Son from those who fear him as a dangerous
threat, Mary has to flee with Joseph and the Child into Egypt (cf. Mt
2:13-15). Mary thus helps the church to realize that life is always at the
center of a great struggle between good and evil, between light and dark-
ness. The dragon wishes to devour ‘the child brought forth’ (cf. Rev
12:4), a figure of Christ, whom Mary brought forth ‘in the fullness of
time’ (Gal 4:4) and whom the church must unceasingly offer to people in
every age. But in a way that child is also a figure of every person, every
child, especially every helpless baby whose life is threatened, because —
as the council reminds us — ‘by his Incarnation the Son of God has unit-
ed himself in some fashion with every person.’ It is precisely in the
‘flesh’ of every person that Christ continues to reveal himself and to
enter into fellowship with us, so that rejection of human life, in whatever
form that rejection takes, is really a rejection of Christ. This is the fasci-
nating but also demanding truth which Christ reveals to us and which his
church continues untiringly to proclaim: ‘Whoever receives one such
child in my name receives me’ (Mt 18:5); ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did
it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me’ (Mt 25:40).”
— “Evangelium Vitae,” 104.

The four pillars of the culture of life which we are called as Catholics
to help build are prayer and evangelization, pastoral care and appropriate
advocacy in public policy. We address each of these four areas at the
diocesan level, and these pillars should be part of parish life. I urge each
of you to ask the Lord in prayer to show you some concrete way that you
can share in the church’s mission to stand for life. May Christ, who came
that we might have life, and have it to the full, give all of us the grace to
see and serve him better in the least of his brothers and sisters.

Sincerely yours in Our Lord,

Most Reverend John M. D’Arcy
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Catholic Schools Office announces
enrollment figures for 2006-2007 

Total enrollment for all
diocesan Catholic schools
for the 2006-2007 school

year amounts to 13,355 students,
a decrease of 151 students com-
pared to last year’s total-enroll-
ment figure of 13,506 students
according to figures released by
the Catholic Schools Office.

The Schools Office reported,
however, that when prekinder-
garten enrollment figures are
included, the total enrollment for
the diocese amounts to 14,208
students, or 853 additional stu-
dents.

Enrollment in the four
Catholic high schools of the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend declined slightly from
3,249 students last year to 3,218
students this year. The high-
school enrollment figures are:
Marian, Mishawaka, 801 students
— a decrease of 14 students;
Saint Joseph’s, South Bend, 792
students — an increase of four
students; Bishop Dwenger, Fort
Wayne, 1,073 students — an
increase of 14 students; and
Bishop Luers, Fort Wayne, 552
students — a decrease of 35 stu-
dents.

Bishop John D’Arcy estab-
lished a procedure years ago stip-
ulating any high school that
increased its grade 9 enrollment
over the previous year would
receive a $1,000 bonus. This
year, both Marian (192 to 199
students) and Bishop Dwenger
(248 to 284 students) qualified
with freshman-enrollment

increases. An additional $1,000
bonus was awarded to Bishop
Dwenger for the highest percent-
age freshman enrollment increase
of 12.6 percent.

Enrollment for the 40 Catholic
elementary schools in the diocese
is 10,137 students — a decrease
of 120 students. The student
enrollment at each Catholic ele-
mentary school (without
prekindergarten students) is as
follows:

Fort Wayne Area 
(Allen County)

Precious Blood, 142; Queen of
Angels, 258; St. Charles
Borromeo, 746; St. John the
Baptist, 299; St. Joseph-St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 482; St.
Jude, 542; St. Therese, 154; St.
Vincent de Paul, 715; St.
Aloysius (Yoder), 79; Benoit
Academy, 82; St. John the
Baptist (New Haven), 342; St.
Joseph (Hessen Cassel), 119; St.
Joseph (Monroeville), 48; and St.
Louis (Besancon), 71. 

The total Catholic elementary
enrollment for all of Allen
County is 4,079 students.

Outlying Fort Wayne Area
Schools:

• Noble County: St. Mary
(Avilla), 126

• DeKalb County: St. Joseph
(Garrett), 102 

• Adams County: St. Joseph
(Decatur), 285

• Huntington County:
Huntington Catholic
(Huntington), 159

• Wabash County: St. Bernard
(Wabash), 80

• Kosciusko County: Sacred
Heart (Warsaw), 156

The total enrollment for all
Fort Wayne area and outlying
Catholic elementary schools is
4,987.

South Bend Area 
(St. Joseph County)

Christ the King, 520; Corpus
Christi, 383; Holy Cross, 323;
Holy Family, 404; Our Lady of
Hungary, 92; St. Adalbert, 135;
St. Anthony de Padua, 439; St.
John the Baptist, 176; St. Joseph,
446; St. Jude, 193; and St.
Matthew, 385. In Mishawaka —
Queen of Peace, 191; St. Bavo,
179; St. Joseph, 186; St. Monica,
190 and St. Patrick (Walkerton),
42.

The total Catholic elementary
enrollment for all of St. Joseph
County is 4,284 students. 

Elkhart County:
• St. Thomas, 421
• St. Vincent de Paul, 135
• St. John the Evangelist

(Goshen), 114
Marshall County: 
• St. Michael (Plymouth), 196
The total enrollment for all

South Bend Area Catholic ele-
mentary schools is 5,150. 

New rectory dubbed
‘house that SCRIP built’

FORT WAYNE — St. Charles
Parish is justifiably proud of the
latest addition to its parish campus,
a brand new rectory for its resident
priests and deacon. Recently, says
pastor Msgr. John Suelzer, the old
rectory had been doing double duty
by providing living quarters and
housing parish offices. It was much
like “living in the store,” he says
with a chuckle. 

Now those offices in the former
rectory are under renovation as
well and he, Msgr. Peter Kumaraki
and Deacon Tony Steinacker are
enjoying comfy new digs.

Best of all, says Msgr. Suelzer,
the money didn’t come from parish
coffers, but from proceeds from the
SCRIP program. We call it “the
house that SCRIP built,” he says.
“I’m so pleased with all those peo-
ple in our parish (who helped).” 

St. Charles SCRIP program,
which dates back to 1996, has been
an extremely successful fund raiser
for the parish community, explains
Berniece Williams, SCRIP coordi-
nator. 

An acronym for Substitute
Currency Reaps in Profit, SCRIP
works like this: A parish represen-
tative personally approaches local
businesses or works with a broker
in the case of large national chains.
Their goal is to enlist the support of
that business to sell gift cards for
store merchandise to the parish at a
discount. Then, parishioners buy
the prepaid cards at full price and
the business donates the difference

back to St. Charles Parish, with half
of that amount going for parish use
and half to the individual who
bought the card. And each store is
different, Williams points out, with
some businesses returning as much
as 20 percent of the gift card
amount.

The parish’s share of the pro-
ceeds may be used for “any need
anywhere on the parish campus,”
says Msgr. Suelzer. The St. Charles
staff, including priests, the school
principal, music director, youth
minister, pastoral associate and
finance director, makes decisions
for its use.

Individuals who purchase the
cards receive credit vouchers from
the parish, which may be used
toward tuition expense at St.
Charles School, Bishop Dwenger
High School or even college. Many
parishioners enlist the help of
friends, neighbors and other family
members to reduce the cost of their
children’s schooling. Other parish-
ioners with no children or grand-
children in school may elect to
donate their credit back to the
parish.

“It’s a win-win situation,” says
Williams, who has coordinated the
program the past seven years.

The SCRIP program, which
originated at a parish in California,
put down roots at St. Charles Parish
in 1996. Early on, the money went
toward choir robes, song books and
fencing for the athletic field. It pro-
vided partial funding for the
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The new St.
Charles Parish
rectory, built
with SCRIP
money, shows
what a parish
can achieve
through the
use of the pro-
gram.

T IM JOHNSON
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school’s security system, outdoor
science lab and a new phone sys-
tem in the classrooms. 

But more recently, when build-
ing a rectory became a goal, the use
of SCRIP began to soar along with
its profits. Williams says that parish
participation in the program
jumped to 20 percent when plans
for the new rectory were

announced. 
With 2,625 parish families, a

significant amount of money was
raised and the newly constructed
and updated rectory was able to be
completed in late summer. The
home’s recent open house was suc-
cessful, and parishioners were anx-
ious to view the results of their
efforts, says Msgr. Suelzer.

Williams is elated with SCRIP’s
success but would love to see it
escalate to 50 percent parish partic-
ipation. She points out that gift
cards are conveniently available at
the school as well as at the church

after Mass. 
“If I could just get the word out”

about the benefits of the program,
Williams says, “there’s no reason
for people not to use it.” 

Meanwhile, Msgr. Suelzer
couldn’t be happier with the parish
priests’ new home and with all the
furnishings and household items
donated for it. He says a recent
open house saw a “tremendous
response” from parishioners anx-
ious to view the results of their
efforts. “The priests are extremely
grateful,” he assures them.

5T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I COCTOBER 1, 2006

All Saints
Religious Goods

3506 South Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne • 260-456-9173
(across from South Side High School) 

Books, Bibles, Crucifixes, Rosaries
Medals, Statues, Baptismal Gowns

Store hours: Mon.& Tues. 9:30 to 5:00,  Wed. & Thurs., 9:30 to 7:00;  Fri. 9:30 to 5:00, Sat. 9:30 to 4:00

Support your school.

Use All Saints SCRIP!

Voice Mail
(260) 479-1162

O:(260)436-6363 Ex 317
R: (260) 639-6471

kintz
insurance
agency

•Life                  •Auto
•Health              •Home
•Annuities          •Business
•Disabilities        •Liability
•Medicare Supplements
•Nursing Home Care

111 North Third Street  •  Decatur
(260)728-9290 • (260) 724-8042 • 1-800-589-5468

“Professional  Insurance Services”

Sisters of the Holy Cross observe day 
of prayer for peace

NOTRE DAME — The Sisters of
the Holy Cross and members of
Saint Mary’s College community,
as well as people from the local
Michiana area gathered Sept. 21 in
the Church of Our Lady of Loretto
for a public prayer service in
observance of the United Nations
International Day of Peace. The
prayer service concluded a day of
prayer that began at 7 a.m.

“We are all aware of the vio-
lence in Iraq, Gaza, Afghanistan,
Uganda, and so many places
where wars are occurring and
innocent peoples’ lives are being
lost,” wrote the organizers in an
invitation to the public. “We are
also aware that violence has no
borders: violent crimes are occur-
ring with alarming frequency here
in Michiana as well.” 

In response to the surge of local
homicides and other violent
crimes, and at the prompting of
Sister Gabriella Doran, CSC, who
promoted the day-long vigil, the
special intention was peace in
South Bend and the surrounding
area, and in particular for the vic-
tims and their families, as well as
for the wisdom to find nonviolent
ways to solve disputes.

Organizers reminded the partic-
ipants, “We are not powerless; we
can add our prayers for peace and
nonviolence to support the efforts
of our city officials and the num-
ber of local groups working every-
day to make South Bend a peace-
ful, safe city in which to live.” 

Sister Ruth Marie Nickerson, a
member of the leadership team of
the Sisters of the Holy Cross, wel-
comed all present in the name of
Sister Joy O’Grady, president of
the congregation. She said the

service could not be more in line
with the congregation’s focus on
promoting nonviolence throughout
the world.

South Bend Mayor Steve
Luecke and representatives of
local groups that promote nonvio-
lence and peace participated.
Among those present were people
from the Juvenile Justice Center,
YMCA’s Urban Youth Services,
Mommas Against Violence, the
NAACP, Robinson Community
Learning Center, Urban League,
CeaseFire and the Jewish
Federation of Shalom. Also repre-
sented were members of local
churches and the On-site Prayer
Ministry, an ecumenical group of
individuals who gather to pray
with families of homicide victims
at the scenes of their deaths in
South Bend.

In his comments at the conclu-

sion of the service, Mayor Luecke
reminded the assembly that it was
100 years ago that very day when
Ghandi began his peace movement
in South Africa. The mayor
thanked the sisters and the others
present for their prayers for him
and for all who work for peace in
South Bend. He also asked that
they continue to pray.

Earlier in the day, departments
of Saint Mary’s College —
Campus Ministry, Intercultural
Studies and Justice Education
Studies — observed the
International Day of Peace by
sponsoring 10 minutes of prayer
on the Alumnae Green in front of
the Student Center. Students, staff
and faculty came together at noon
to hear readings on peace from
various faith traditions and to pray
in silence.
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S ISTER MARGIE LAVONIS ,  CSC

Members of the Saint Mary’s College pray for peace on the Alumnae
Green in front of the Student Center. The gathering was observed Sept.
21 as a part of the U.N. International Day of Peace.

Catherine’s Cottage
concentrates on what
residents can do

DONALDSON — Catherine’s
Cottage and Catherine’s Memory
Unity are less about what residents
can’t do. Rather, they’re more
about what residents can do, and,
even more than that, what they
can do in community.

On Saturday, Sept. 23, Bishop
John M. D’Arcy said a blessing
over and dedicated Catherine’s
Cottage and Catherine’s Memory
Unit, ministries of the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ (PHJC)
in Donaldson.

Catherine’s Cottage is a new
convent for PHJC sisters who are
experiencing the early stages of
memory loss, according to Sister
Jolise May, coordinator of
Catherine’s Cottage.

Along with sisters experiencing
early memory loss, said Sister May,
will be sisters who will help sup-
port them, forming a community in
which the sisters can continue to
perform the same functions they
would otherwise.

“This is a unique model of per-
son-centered care,” Sister May said
before the start of the dedication
and blessing ceremony.

The 8,000-square-foot cottage
allows the sisters experiencing
memory loss the freedom to do the
daily activities they would normal-
ly do and help each other with any
limitations, Sister May said.

“We wanted to make it as home-
like as possible,” Sister May said.

Indeed, according to Dodd
Kattman, a partner with Morrison
Kattman Menze, Inc., the architec-
tural firm out of Fort Wayne hired
to design Catherine’s Cottage and
Catherine’s Memory Unit, the con-
cept for the cottage is based around
the home model.

He said it’s been proven that
placing those with memory loss in
large institutions with large num-
bers of people does not help them.
Instead, living in a homelike set-
ting with just a few people is more
beneficial.

To that end, the cottage, which
has entertained residents now for
about two months and was built for
a maximum of 13 residents, is
organized like a home for a large
family.

“It’s organized in three-bed-
room hallways,” Kattman said, just
like the homes of the typical fami-
ly. “The sense of community
played a big roll in the concept.
And we made it look like a cot-
tage.”

Part of that cottage feel includes
a large fireplace the sisters can
gather around quietly by them-
selves or in groups.

Phase II of the entire project is
Catherine’s Memory Unit, with
5,000 square feet.

Catherine’s Memory Unit is a
closed unit for both sisters and laity
in the community with advanced
stages of memory loss, said Sister
May.

The Memory Unit — which
was and still is a wing of the resi-
dential Catherine Kasper Home —
should be completed within a
month, according to Kattman. The
maximum number of residents in
that unit is nine, and it is built
around the same homelike concept
that Catherine’s Cottage is.

Sister May said the memory
unit is designed to secure comfort-
able and dignified lives for those in
the advanced stages of memory
loss.

Christopher Mueller, director of
Catherine’s Memory Unit, called
memory loss and dementia a
process that an estimated 70 per-
cent of people in skilled facilities
are suffering from. Therefore, he
said, there are key elements to the
care of those who will live in the
Memory Unit:

First is staying focused on what
the residents can do; minimizing
stressors; consistency of staff and
developing personalized plans;
planned activities available daily
and all day; and, last, treating resi-
dents with dignity.

Mueller said, “I take that very
seriously.”
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Vatican says Archbishop
Milingo, four prelates
incur excommunication 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Recent ordinations made without
papal approval have placed
Zambian Archbishop Emmanuel
Milingo and the four prelates he
recently ordained under automatic
excommunication, the Vatican
said. Starting with his “attempted
marriage” in 2001 until his Sept.
24 ordinations of four bishops in
Washington, Archbishop
Milingo’s actions have led him to
“a condition of irregularity and
progressive breach in communion
with the church,” said a written
statement by the Vatican press
office. Various church officials
tried “in vain” to contact the
retired archbishop of Lusaka,
Zambia, and “dissuade him from
continuing acts that provoke scan-
dal,” the Sept. 26 press statement
said. It said that despite the
“patient vigilance” shown by the
Vatican and Pope Benedict XVI in
hoping the retired archbishop
would return to full communion
with the church, the archbishop’s
Sept. 24 ordinations “have dashed
such hopes.” Because of the unap-
proved ordinations, “both
Archbishop Milingo and the four
ordained men are under a ‘latae
sententiae’ excommunication,
according to Canon 1382 of the
Code of Canon Law,” the state-
ment said. A bishop who conse-
crates a bishop without a pontifi-
cal mandate and the person who
receives the consecration from
him automatically incur the penal-
ty of excommunication.

Historian says archives
erase claims church did
not oppose Nazism
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Documents now available from
the Vatican Secret Archives will
allow scholars to rewrite history
and erase claims the church was
not a staunch opponent of Nazism,
fascism and other forms of totali-
tarianism, said a Jesuit historian.
Jesuit Father Giovanni Sale, histo-
rian of the Jesuit journal, La
Civilta Cattolica, said documents
relating to the 1922-1939 pontifi-
cate of Pope Pius XI will have an
impact on political and religious
history. What emerges is an even
clearer picture of the church as
being “steadfast in the fight
against totalitarianism, against
fascism, against Nazism, but also
against communism,” he said in a
Sept. 18 interview with Vatican
Radio. After years of preparation,
the Vatican archive office Sept. 18
opened up to researchers all the
documentation from Pope Pius’
pre-World War II pontificate. An
official at the Vatican archives
told Catholic News Service that in
the first week after the 1922-1939
archives were opened, between 55
and 60 scholars from all over the
world were going through the doc-
uments each day.

Three Catholic men 
executed in Indonesia,
triggering riots
JAKARTA, Indonesia (CNS) —
The three Catholic men convicted
of murdering 200 Muslims during

sectarian riots in Central Sulawesi
province in 2000 were executed
by firing squad Sept. 22, trigger-
ing rioting in other provinces.
Father Jimmy Tumbelaka, spiritu-
al counsel for Fabianus Tibo, 60,
Dominggus da Silva, 39, and
Marinus Riwu, 48, said Sept. 22
the three “were executed early this
morning at about 1:50 a.m.” The
priest spoke to UCA News, an
Asian church news agency based
in Thailand, by phone from Palu,
the capital of Central Sulawesi
province. For the execution, he
said, the men were handcuffed
and tied to chairs. Da Silva and
Tibo allowed themselves to be
blindfolded, but Riwu refused,
added Father Tumbelaka, parish
priest for Poso, the town where
the 2000 riots occurred. Father
Tumbelaka said police and prose-
cutors rejected the men’s last
request, that their bodies be taken
to St. Mary Church in Palu for a
Mass to be said by Bishop Joseph
Suwatan of Manado.

Catholic, Orthodox cite
friendship, plan for 2007
dialogue meeting
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Catholic and Orthodox represen-
tatives ended an important theo-
logical meeting on a good note,
citing a “spirit of friendship” and
making plans for a follow-up
encounter next year. A joint state-
ment issued at the end of the Sept.
18-25 meeting in Belgrade,
Serbia-Montenegro, said the
approximately 60 participants had
discussed in depth a draft docu-
ment that touched on papal prima-
cy and the role of Eastern Catholic
churches. The draft document
“was carefully examined in a
shared spirit of genuine commit-
ment to the search for unity,” the
statement said. A joint committee

was appointed to revise the text in
light of the many observations and
comments made during the dis-
cussions. The revised text is
expected to be taken up in a meet-
ing hosted by the Catholic Church
in 2007, the statement said. It was
the first time the Catholic-
Orthodox international dialogue
commission had met since 2000,
when talks were broken off over
tensions related to the re-emer-
gence of Eastern Catholic church-
es in post-communist Eastern
Europe.

Head of Opus Dei urges
audience to transform
ordinary life
MONTREAL (CNS) — The head
of Opus Dei told a Montreal audi-
ence to be faithful in the small
things and to transform ordinary
life into an ongoing conversation
with God. Bishop Javier
Echevarria Rodriguez said that
people can come to Jesus in their
ordinary lives by taking good care
of little things. The bishop said
before Jesus publicly ministered
he also led an ordinary life.
Bishop Echevarria spoke to a
gathering of about 900 people in
Montreal’s Place des Arts Sept. 16
as part of a North American tour
that includes Vancouver, British
Columbia; New York; San
Francisco; and Houston. The next
day, Bishop Echevarria addressed
about 1,500 people at Roy
Thompson Hall in Toronto.
Bishop Echevarria urged people to
read the Compendium of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
to form their faith and help them
find ways to “transform daily life
by offering it up to God.” He
called on spouses to “love each
other crazily,” and he advised
busy parents to keep a family
photo on their desks at work.

Pope to visit Austria,
Czech Republic in 2007,
says church official
WARSAW, Poland (CNS) — A
Czech bishops’ spokesman said
Pope Benedict XVI will visit the
Czech Republic and Austria in
September 2007. The pope will
travel to Austria Sept. 8, 2007, for
the 850th anniversary of the
Marian sanctuary of Mariazell and
agreed to stop in Prague, the capi-
tal of the Czech Republic — a
country widely viewed as
Europe’s least religious country,
said Martin Horalek, spokesman
for the Czech bishops’ conference.
“At a time when our church’s
position has suffered, leaving it
weak in numbers, this will be a
great opportunity to rebuild the
Catholic faith here,” Horalek told
Catholic News Service in a tele-
phone interview Sept. 20. Pope
Benedict agreed to the Czech stop
while meeting in Germany with
Archbishop Diego Causero, nun-
cio to the Czech Republic. An itin-
erary will be discussed Oct. 9
when the bishops’ conference
meets, Horalek said.

Dalai Lama says world’s
faiths must keep 
dialoguing, working
together
BUFFALO, N.Y. (CNS) — As
religious tension rises in some
parts of the world, the Dalai Lama
reminded 6,000 people gathered
in Buffalo about the importance of
continuing dialogue and promot-
ing harmony among the world’s
religions. “In one way, we need
religious spirituality, but it also
causes divisions,” he said during
an interfaith service in the Alumni
Arena at the University of Buffalo

Sept. 18. He was joined by
Catholic Bishop Edward U.
Kmiec of Buffalo and several
other local religious dignitaries
representing other Christians as
well as Muslims, Jews and
Hindus. “To promote religious
harmony like with this interfaith
service is a wonderful experience.
Please keep in your minds the
importance of inner value,” said
the spiritual leader of the Tibetan
Buddhist people. “Religious
teaching should be a part of daily
life, (but) keep in mind that all the
religious traditions carry the same
message, and we must respect all
traditions.”

Cardinal sees signs of
hope for U.S. church
despite challenges
WASHINGTON (CNS) — In the
early 1960s, the future Cardinal
Theodore E. McCarrick was a
young priest earning a doctorate in
sociology at The Catholic
University of America in
Washington. Some societal trends
from that decade still resonate in
the country and in the church
nearly five decades later,
Washington’s retired archbishop
said at a Sept. 20 conference on
“The Catholic Church in America:
2006.” Cardinal McCarrick traced
a decline in American Catholics
living out and understanding their
faith to the “ethos of the 1960s,
which we have not yet overcome.”
In that era, he said, people adopt-
ed an attitude of being “open to
everything,” and people “opted
out” of traditional morals and
ideas about family life, society
and their faith. But in the second
half of his lecture, Cardinal
McCarrick addressed signs of
hope he sees in the Catholic
Church in the United States today.
“There’s so much hope in the
Second Vatican Council. This
really brought in the age of the
laity,” he said.

Chinese officials release
bishop who was taken by
force
HONG KONG (CNS) — A young
bishop whose episcopal ordina-
tion is not recognized by the
Chinese government was released
five days after being taken away
by plainclothes security officers
who broke into the cathedral com-
pound. After his Sept. 16 release,
Bishop Joseph Wu Qinjing of
Zhouzhi was hospitalized because
of a slight concussion, reported
UCA News, an Asian church news
agency based in Thailand. A
church source close to the 38-
year-old bishop told UCA News
Sept. 19 that before Bishop Wu’s
release he was forced to write a
statement saying his episcopal sta-
tus was illegal. The statement said
he was ordained without an elec-
tion. It added that his management
of the diocese and presiding over
church activities as bishop have
violated the Chinese govern-
ment’s religious affairs regula-
tions. The church source added
that Bishop Wu also was forced to
promise in the statement that he
would not wear a miter or bishop’s
vestments during liturgies or
appear as a bishop at large-scale
church activities.
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Cardinal George Pell of Sydney, Australia, accepts and drinks a bowl of kava, a traditional

Fijian drink, during the Aug. 7-11 meeting of Oceania’s Catholic bishops in Suva, Fiji.

The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference has released a social justice statement that

highlights the need to preserve indigenous cultures.

CARDINAL DRINKS TRADITIONAL DRINK IN FIJI
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Tess Steffen joins
Today’s Catholic
sales staff
FORT WAYNE
— Today’s
Catholic wel-
comes Tess
Steffen to the
newspaper as
an advertising
sales represen-
tative. Steffen
comes to the
Today’s Catholic
with many
years of marketing sales experi-
ence. 

As an advertising sales repre-
sentative she will service current
accounts and solicit new advertis-
ers. “I want to use the experience
and contacts that I have to pro-
mote and market the newspaper to
our current and potential
accounts,” Steffen says.

Steffen is a veteran and much
sought-after account executive
from the paper industry. She
worked for paper companies in
Fort Wayne, Wichita, Kans., and
Indianapolis. Recently, she has
been involved in home-show sales
and special events planning.

A 1979 graduate of Bishop
Luers High School and a 1983
graduate of Saint Mary’s College,
Notre Dame, Steffen has been
married for 13 years to Mitch
Steffen. The couple has two sons,
ages 9 and 11 who attend St. John
the Baptist School in Fort Wayne.

Advertising is important to the
newspaper production.
Subscription costs cover just a
small portion of the total produc-
tion and delivery costs. The news-
paper relies on advertising to
cover the excess costs.

As an advertising source,
Today’s Catholic is a niche publi-
cation that is delivered 47 times
per year to the Catholic communi-
ty subscribers of northeastern
Indiana. Surveys show that read-
ers of Today’s Catholic have con-
siderable confidence in the news-
paper’s advertisers.

To contact Steffen for advertis-
ing needs in the Fort Wayne or
eastern portion of the diocese, call
(260) 456-2824 or e-mail
sales@fw.diocesefwsb.org.

Redeemer Radio
announces Internet
streaming
FORT WAYNE — Redeemer
Radio, Catholic Radio 1450 AM
has announced it is streaming the
Internet. Listeners may hear all of
their favorite programs on
Redeemer Radio by simply visit-
ing the Web site at
www.redeemerradio.com and
clicking on the Internet link. 

Internet streaming allows lis-
teners to hear when they are at the
lake cottage, traveling on busi-
ness, or anywhere they have an
Internet connection. Now listeners
are able to hear Redeemer Radio’s
local broadcast of Bishop Luers or
Bishop Dwenger football with
family and friends across the
nation or anywhere in the world. 

Redeemer Radio is a 501c3
non profit group of lay Catholics,
financially separate from the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South

Bend, and totally dependent on
the generosity of listeners.

Redeemer Radio’s lineup
includes a variety of programming
of interest to a broad audience.

Daily, programming is in
English during the day from 5
a.m. to 9 p.m. and in Spanish
overnight from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.

The mission of Redeemer
Radio is to evangelize the
Catholic faith through radio in the
diocese, under obedience to
Bishop John M. D’Arcy. 

Items stolen from The
Franciscan Center 
FORT WAYNE — The Franciscan
Center recently discovered that
over $2,000 worth of merchandise
donated to raise funds at their
annual Dinner and Auction on
Oct. 21 was stolen from the orga-
nization’s headquarters on
Gaywood Street. 

“We are devastated that some-
one would take these items,”
explains Sally Ley, founder and
CEO. “We use the proceeds from
our auction to help fund our pro-
grams and activities, including our
Sack Lunch Ministry, Food Pantry
and Medicine Closet. We are ask-
ing for prayers from the communi-
ty to help locate these items.” 

Contact The Franciscan Center
at (260) 744-3977 for more infor-
mation. 

Moreau Center for the
Arts celebrates golden
anniversary
NOTRE DAME — Fifty years ago,
accomplished Hollywood actress
Helen Hayes was present when the
cornerstone of the Moreau Center
for the Arts at Saint Mary’s College
was laid, and was the first to speak
from Moreau’s O’Laughlin
Auditorium stage. Fifty years later,
the college prepares to celebrate the
Moreau Center’s golden anniver-
sary and its legacy of entertainment
and education with a special musi-
cal performance on Tuesday, Oct. 3,
at 7:30 p.m. 

The evening features the com-
bined talents of the New York
Philomusica Ensemble; the Saint
Mary’s College Women’s Choir;
renowned Latin American poet
Maria Auxiliadora Alvarez; mezzo
soprano and Saint Mary’s alumna
Mary Nessinger; faculty soprano
Laurel Thomas; and composer,
pianist, and Saint Mary’s music fac-
ulty artist Jeffrey Jacob.

The New York Philomusica
Ensemble is widely regarded as one
of the top chamber groups of North
America. Its yearly tours of the
U.S. and Europe and subscription
concerts at New York’s Merkin
Concert Hall have earned it interna-
tional acclaim. Among the distin-
guished musicians who have per-
formed with the ensemble is the
world-renowned cellist Yo Yo Ma.

Jeffrey Jacob was recently

named artist-of-the-year by the
International New Music
Consortium at New York
University for his work as a pianist,
composer and educator.
Throughout this academic year he
will make concert tours of South
Africa, Singapore, Indonesia and
China. Jacob will also premiere
“Celebration,” a new work for
women’s choir, soprano and cham-
ber ensemble. “Celebration” will be
performed by the Saint Mary’s
College Women’s Choir, faculty
artist and soprano Laurel Thomas,
and alumna Mary Nessinger.
Professor Nancy Menk conducts.

Saint Mary’s College alumna
and mezzo soprano Mary
Nessinger has performed in concert
and recital halls throughout the
United States and Europe. 

The performance venue,
O’Laughlin Auditorium in the
Moreau Center for the Arts, is
where Helen Hayes read from
Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of
Venice” in 1956. She also said, in
her own words: “There is no beau-
ty that can be laid upon this brick
and mortar as perfect as the love
and high ideals that have gone into
its construction. Since these are the
first words that an actress has deliv-
ered from this stage, I hope they
may find their way into some of the
cornices and rest there.”

In addition to serving as a venue
for professional music, dance and
theater performances, the Moreau
Center for the Arts is also the edu-
cational nexus for students pursu-
ing majors in communications or
the arts.

Tickets are $15 for adults; $14
for senior citizens; $13 for mem-
bers of the Saint Mary’s-Notre
Dame community; and $12 for stu-
dents. Call the Moreau Center Box
Office at (574) 284-4626 to reserve
seats.

For a listing of the  season
events, visit MoreauCenter.com.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
ST. MONICA PASTOR SERVES AS CROSSING GUARD

MARK WEBER

Father Jeffery Largent, pastor of St. Monica Parish, Mishawaka, adjusts his regular sched-

ule to serve as crossing guard and playground arbiter twice a day for St. Monica School

students. Each Tuesday he has religious instructions for all classes K-8. He considers con-

tact with students one of his serious obligations and a most fulfilling experience. Since

January, Father Largent has been the main celebrant at 72 funerals at St. Monica’s and

other area parishes.

TESS STEFFEN

Fort Wayne native takes solemn vows

CINCINNATI — Following in the
footsteps of St. Francis, Brother
Christopher Meyer, a native of
Fort Wayne, made his solemn
vows as a Franciscan friar on Aug.
12 in Cincinnati. He and fellow
friar Brother Albert Mascia, 52,
took their vows before Father Fred
Link, provincial minister of the
Franciscans of St. John the Baptist
Province, at St. Clement Church. 

Brother Chris, 32, is working
towards a religious studies degree
at DePaul University in Chicago.
He spent the last nine months of
his formation in Jamaica, working
as a missionary in the Diocese of
Montego Bay. 

“I was raised in a Franciscan
environment,” says Brother Chris,

who formerly attended St. Therese
Parish with his parents, Rebecca
Meyer and the late James Meyer.
After joining the Franciscan Order
in 2002, “I felt a sense of joy, of
fullness and freedom, of home-
coming.” 

His advice for anyone discern-
ing religious life is “to begin now
to live the life. If you have extra
time, volunteer, help those in
need; if you have ‘issues,’ as we
all do, begin working on them.
Don’t think that when you enter
religious life that everything will
just go away and be fine. We all
carry our crosses and if we could
work on our load sooner, how
much richer our lives will be in
community and in ministry.”

PHIL  ROBINETTE ,  OFM

Brother
Christopher
Meyer, right,
takes his vows as
a Franciscan
before Father
Fred Link.
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SOUTH BEND — Through the
sacrament of baptism, each of
us is called to serve God and
God’s people, but we need the
tools to do so. That is why
Jesuit Father Tom Florek began
ICLM — The Midwest Cultural
Institute for Leadership. 

Father Florek served as the
director of Hispanic ministry for
the Diocese of Gary for many
years. Through his own experi-
ence, and that of other members
of The Midwest Association for
Hispanic Ministry, to which he
belonged, he realized more and
more the great need for some
kind of an institute to develop
Hispanic pastoral leadership in
the church.

He decided to go back to
school, and after receiving a
doctorate in systematic theology
from the Catholic Theological
Union, Father Florek began
what has been a very fruitful
program to develop pastoral
leadership for a model of
church that is evangelizing,
missionary and united in its
diversity. ICLM was born.

When Enid Roman-DeJesus,
coordinator for Hispanic min-
istry for the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, and Father
Paul Bueter, diocesan vicar for
Hispanics, went to a workshop
at Victory Noll to access the
needs of the Hispanics in the
diocese, they met Father Florek
and learned about the institute.
In 2002 the Office of Hispanic
Ministry, with the support and
blessing of Bishop John M.
D’Arcy, they decided to launch
the institute in the diocese.

The program has three phas-
es. In the first phase, partici-
pants discern their call; create a
community who wants to learn
more about the church; and dis-
cover who they are as a people

of a cultural community on a
journey.

The second phase of the
institute focuses on the study of
theology and the Latino culture.
In the beginning ICLM comes
to the various dioceses to teach
and help its program get started,
with the understanding that each
one will eventually create its
own faculty and staff and won’t
be dependent on them.

In the last phase of the insti-
tute each participant makes a
pastoral plan and puts it into
action in his or her parish. For
example, Fernando Vela, who
graduated with the first class,
served in religious education for
six months at St. John the
Evangelist in Goshen. Others
have done plans in youth and
young adult ministry and other
facets of parish life. Roman and
other members of the diocese
serve as mentors and supervi-
sors for those implementing
their pastoral plan.

It is no doubt that this
Institute has and will continue
to strengthen the Hispanic com-
munity in the diocese. Graduate,
Humberto Delgado recently
became coordinator for
Hispanic youth ministry for the
diocese and the others continue
to be involved in their parishes.

Of the program, Roman says,
“When you give people the
tools to know more about the
church and what it stands for,
with the good things and the
things that are not that great,
they have a better feeling about
who they are as Catholics and it
is harder to shake their faith.”

At present the institute,
which has been based at the
University of Notre Dame for
the past two years, works with
the dioceses of Grand Rapids,
Lansing and Detroit in
Michigan, and Fort Wayne-
South Bend and Lafayette in
Indiana.

Leadership developed
among Hispanics at
ICLM institute
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WARSAW — Over 20 graduates
of the ICLM (Midwest Hispanic
Leadership Institute) Program
were honored with an evening
graduation Mass on Sept. 24, at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in
Warsaw.

Bishop John M. D’Arcy cele-
brated the Mass. “It’s a great joy
to celebrate the Eucharist with all
of you and the priests who work in
our Hispanic ministries and to
give certificates to those who
completed his or her studies —
especially in this church of Our
Lady of Guadalupe,” Bishop
D’Arcy said.

Bishop D’Arcy made mention
of the five years it took to com-
plete the church construction.
“Sometimes we thought it would
take another thousand,” he
quipped, “but it didn’t, and here
we are approximately one year
after its consecration.”

The ICLM is a three-year pro-
gram, which was started in 1998
in the Archdiocese of Detroit, the
dioceses of Grand Rapids and
Lansing, Mich., by Jesuit Father
Tom Florek. The program soon
spread to the Ohio dioceses of
Toledo, Cleveland and Columbus. 

It came to the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend Diocese in
2002 after Enid Roman-DeJesus,
coordinator for Hispanic ministry
and Father Paul Bueter, diocesan
vicar for Hispanics met Father
Florek and learned of the program.

During the homily, Bishop
D’Arcy spoke of the knowledge
participants gained and how they
should use that knowledge in serv-
ice to others citing the examples of
St. Francis of Assisi and St.
Ignatius.

“Please make prayer to Jesus
Christ risen from the dead with the
wounds of love still in his hands
— make that central to your life
and ministry,” he said.

After assisting the bishop with
the presentation of the certificates
and congratulating the graduates,
Father Florek spoke.

“This is a great blessing for us
that bishop and Enid and Father
Bueter opened the doors for us
and our program of formation in
the diocese. Today we come
together to celebrate you and
pause together now on the road to

leadership — the road of wisdom
that is to love and serve,” Father
Florek said.

He spoke of James’ second let-
ter and to the importance of wis-
dom and compassion to produce
good works. “You are the good
works,” he told the graduates.

Father Florek spoke of the
growth witnessed over the years, a
growth inspired by Our Lady of
Guadalupe that in turn inspires the
whole community and the United
States in faith, hope and love.

“We have watched you grow in
articulation of your gift. We were
very proud of those of you who
stood up in Notre Dame and
expressed that gift to a national
audience,” he said.

Father Florek discussed the
amount of time the graduates dedi-
cated to the program — over 300
hours over three years on
Saturdays and full weekends,
some having to give up paid work
to do so.

“This is not an end but rather a
commencement, a beginning. A
beginning of a mission, a mission
primarily for most to family for

greater love and service, a mission
to the church, but also to your
workplace where many are suffer-
ing from bad treatment and poor
wages,” Father Florek said.

After the Mass, Santa and
Fernando Vela of St. John the
Evangelist Parish in Goshen spoke
of the benefits of the program.
Santa said she felt the experience
was beneficial for her family as
they grew up in the church.

Santa works with the catechists
and is also a lector, among other
ministries, to the Hispanic congre-
gation at St. John the Evangelist.

“It definitely helps us to be
able to share what we learned,”
Santa said. Her husband,
Fernando, is the director of reli-
gious education for the Hispanic
congregation at St. John the
Evangelist.

Father Florek was excited
about the number of participants
and graduates for the first class in
the diocese.

“Given the size it’s incredibly
exciting,” he said. “Consider this.
The Archdiocese of Detroit has
three times the number of
Catholics and three times the num-
ber of Hispanics and it had 35
people (in the program).”

Father Florek said he hoped
this first group of graduates would
work with the program, continuing
as mentors for the next cycle of
classes. He said a lot of the gradu-
ates were already taking signifi-
cant leadership roles in the church.
He felt the participants were con-
sciously not aspiring to the
American consumerism but that
they bring another set of values.

“They are very happy to be
here and for the doors that are
open to them,” he said. “They
have youth, energy, faith, talent
and an incredible amount of com-
mitment.”

A reception was held following
the Mass.

ICLM graduates begin a mission
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Looking For A Wedding
Facility With Something

Special?
Hall’s Guest House
1313 West Washington Center Road

Fort Wayne1500 Bluffton Road
Fort Wayne

Set the date and we’ll make it a day
you and your guests will long remember!

Your wedding plans deserve our special touch.  The catering
staff at Lester’s will be happy to help coordinate the
wedding reception of your dreams.  Our first class services
are available for presentation in other facilities, banquet
halls, churches, or private homes.  Contact our sales office
to arrange your special

WEDDING
CAKE ARTISTRY!

747-0767

Love 
never dies.
The Memorial Tear™is a tear drop,

to be worn in memory of someone

loved.  There is a rose inside as a

symbol of the love that never dies.

(I Corinthians 13:8, 13)

Available in necklace or lapel pin.

Sterling Silver or 10K gold

AQUINAS
2306 Mishawaka Avenue

South Bend 46615

(574) 287-1091

DENISE FEDOROW

The 2006 graduating class of the ICLM program poses after a celebratory
Mass held in their honor beside an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe at
the church of her name in Warsaw on Sunday Sept. 24. Shown, from left,
in front kneeling are Manuel Gutierrez, Valentina Gutierrez, Marco
Medina, Naomi Vela, Tayriz Garcia, Joshua Garcia, Cristina Gomez and
Maria Rodriguez; standing, from left, are Hugo Gutierrez, Irma Cantero,
Elvia Patino, David Medina, Father Tom Florek, Ricardo Garcia, Santa E.
Vela holding Cesar, Fernando Vela, Isela Hernandez, Bishop John M.
D’Arcy, Rosa Hernandez, Jose Hernandez, Sister Joan Hastreiter, SSJ, pas-
toral minister at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Claudio Escobar, Miriam
Bannon and Humberto Delgado.
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The creative tension
poplars, sharing the peace and
serenity of distant fields and
meadows — then let your heart
say in silence, “God rests in rea-
son.” And when the storm
comes, and the mighty wind
shakes the forest, and the thunder
and lightning proclaim the
majesty of the sky — then let
your heart say in awe, “God
moves in passion.”

And since you are a breath in
God’s sphere, and a leaf in God’s
forest, you too should rest in rea-
son and move in passion.

Evangelizing 
action challenge
Interior renewal

Reflect on where you find
creative tension in your life, and
give thanks for tension that
encourages the best in our rela-
tionships and communities.

Reaching out to others
Tension can be destructive as

well as creative. Reach out to
bring about reconciliation, if pos-
sible, in these kinds of situations.

Transforming society
Become involved in healthy

groups that utilize everyone’s
gifts in bringing about God’s
kingdom on earth. 

Opening prayer 
Dear God, a cold north wind

came in the night, blowing away
heat and humidity while I slept.
The first breath of crisp air raced
through my blood like a goblet of
fine wine. The cornfield,
bedecked with browning silk, was
still green, but the sound of wind
rattling through resisting leaves
proclaimed, “Growth is finished.”

Were those yellow leaves in
the quince bushes yesterday?
When did the tips of red appear
in the ivy? Did growth cease
abruptly ... or has it come to a
coasting halt without my notice?

No matter, Lord. This morning
I see the emptying shell of sum-
mer. You’ve turned the crank
again, and autumn will soon
come in your time. Thank you for
your hand on the handle of the
world. Amen.

Scripture reading: Gen 1: 1-31

Commentary
This short poem-prayer really

speaks to what’s happening in
nature this month. As I see it, it is
the creative tension between sum-
mer and winter that brings about
the glorious beauty of fall.
Creative tension is not just two
forces colliding for dominance or
control; rather, it’s the creation of
something totally new and good
as a result of a dynamic
exchange. And next spring we’ll
witness an entirely new kind of
creative tension as winter and
summer again interact with
incredible beauty when earth
awakens into spring. 

I first became aware of this
dynamic many years ago as my
husband and I discussed issues of

parenting, sometimes heatedly,
especially if our strong personali-
ties were not in agreement as to
the best approach. What became
quickly clear was that, while we
may approach a problem from
totally different perspectives
because of our personalities, if
we agreed on a solution, it was
most likely a rock-solid decision.
Within the creative tension of our
differing viewpoints lay a better
answer than the one either of us
had individually thought of. 

We can see the benefits of cre-
ative tension in human relation-
ships on all levels. As individu-
als, we have basic needs of love,
self-esteem, fun (or “re-creation”)
and freedom. To be healthy, these
four “legs” of our emotional
chairs need to be balanced or
held in creative tension, one to
the others — or we become lop-
sided persons. The same goes
with our personal relationships:
husband-wife, parent-child,
friend-friend ... all these grow
stronger as deeper bonds are cre-
ated through the loving, kind
interplay of differing styles and
opinions.

Indeed, creative tension is
important in our workplace, for
our neighborhoods and communi-
ties, our country and our church.
This kind of respectful tension
can hold together differing views
to create better human relation-
ships, more productive teams and
structures, and beneficial, more
inclusive policies. 

So too we experience creative
tension in our faith life. We are
taught from baptism that we are
uniquely made and loved by God,
that all the hairs on our heads are
counted, that we are each more
precious than a sparrow. We are
to grow and develop, each
according to our unique gifts and
talents, to build up the kingdom
of God on earth. At the same
time, we want to be with others

and be loved. We are to live in
community with all humanity:
rich, poor, good, bad, Christian,
atheist and everyone in between.
Our baptism both sets us apart
and calls us into relationship at
the same time.

We live in other kinds of spiri-
tual tension as well: between
where we are in our faith jour-
neys — and where we should be
... between who we are — and
who we should become ...
between living in the world —
and setting ourselves apart from
the world. Where’s the line
between evangelization and pros-
elytizing? Between tolerance and
truth? How do we hold in equi-
librium faith, hope and charity?
These and many others are ques-
tions for practical living in our
world.

As always, Jesus is our guide.
He was in the world but set him-
self apart from his world, not so
much by external appearance but
by how he acted. He spent both
time alone (praying) and time
with crowds (preaching and heal-
ing). He invited into creative ten-
sion his disparate group of disci-
ples, teaching them, loving them
and challenging them to be more
than they ever thought they could
be. Throughout his life he prayed
to know God’s will and to do it
faithfully, even unto death. Out of
the creative tension in the Garden
of Gethsemane, “Father, if you
are willing, remove this cup from
me; yet not my will but yours be
done”— Lk 22:42, came the
greatest gift of all, our salvation. 

Jesus both loved God and
loved his neighbor and, in the
tension between these two ideals,
showed us how to become new
creations in Christ: “... to lead a
life worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with
all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one anoth-
er in love, making every effort to

maintain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. There is one
body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to the one hope of
your calling, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is above all and
through all and in all.” — Eph 4:
1-5. 

It is now up to each of us to
appreciate and make the most of
the creative tensions we discover
in our lives and our world — just
as Jesus did in his. 

Reflection and closing
prayer 

(taken from “The Prophet,” 
by Kahlil Gibran)

Your soul is a battlefield upon
which your reason and your judg-
ment wage war against your pas-
sion and your appetite. For pas-
sion, ruling alone, is a force con-
fining; and passion, unattended,
is a flame that burns to its own
destruction. Therefore, let your
soul exalt your reason to the
height of passion that it may sing;
and let it direct your passion with
reason, that your passion may
live through its own daily resur-
rection and, like the phoenix, rise
above its own ashes.

Amongst the hills, when you
sit in the cool shade of the white

B Y  L I N D A  F U R G E

Sept. 29-Oct. 6 St. Martin de Porres Syracuse

Oct. 6- 13 St. Dominic Bremen

Oct. 13-20 St. Michael/Ancilla College Plymouth

Oct. 20-27 St. Mary of the Lake Culver

Oct. 27- Nov. 3 St. Patrick Walkerton

Jubilee Pilgrim Cross

PROVIDED BY OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE AND SACRED HEART PARISHES

Representatives from Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish and

Diocesan Shrine in Warsaw presented the traveling jubilee

cross to parishioners of Sacred Heart Parish in early

September.

CROSS IN KOSCIUSKO COUNTY

Office of Spiritual Development and Evangelization
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.”

Shared Faith literature 
can be found at 

www.diocesefwsb.org/DM
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RESPECTIN

The Annual Knights of Columbus
RESPECT LIFE PROGRAM

will be held on Sunday, January 14, 2007
at Santa Maria Council #553 

at 533 East Washington, South Bend
with the Right to Life March 

to St. Joseph’s Church.
Questions, call Bill Schmitt at (574) 232-6777

Support for the culture 
of death declining

The fifth anniversary of 9/11
was a painful reminder of
the living hell that life

becomes when innocent human
lives are no longer considered
inviolable. If an individual or
group or whole society convinces
itself that the end justifies the
means, that taking innocent human
life is an option if it will advance a
personal or professional or politi-
cal agenda, then they have crossed
the threshold into the culture of
death.

Perhaps as a result of the agony
of that ordeal, it has become easier
for Americans to see that the evil
of terrorism is essentially akin to
the casual destruction of innocent
human life that takes place daily in
our nation in far less dramatic cir-
cumstances. Whether that destruc-
tion of innocent human beings
occurs through surgical abortion,
through embryonic stem-cell
research, through the discarding of
“spare” embryos during in vitro
fertilization, or through pharma-
ceutical products like Plan B, the
“logic” is always the same: inno-
cent human lives may be sacri-
ficed if their deaths serve some
desirable end such as personal ful-
fillment or scientific progress. 

The good news is that more
and more Americans seem to be
rejecting this “logic.” Nowhere is
this more obvious than in the
declining support in our country
for abortion on demand. At a
recent national conference of
diocesan pro-life directors, author
and commentator Ramesh
Ponnuru gave an excellent presen-
tation on abortion and public opin-
ion. 

He cited a CBS News poll
taken in July 2005, which found
that 53 percent of Americans
believe that abortion should be
illegal altogether, or illegal with
rare exceptions such as rape, incest
or to save the life of the mother. A
May 2005 Gallup poll found that
62 percent of Americans thought
that abortion should be illegal alto-
gether, or legal in only a few cir-
cumstances. A Los Angeles Times
poll taken in January 2005 found
that 53 percent of Americans
believe that abortion should not be
legal, or legal only in a few cir-
cumstances. 

“It is undeniable that the major-
ity of Americans would support
serious and substantive restrictions
on abortion,” Ramesh concluded. 

He continued by pointing out
that large majorities of the public
favor mandatory waiting periods,
parental consent laws, spousal
notification requirements and pro-
hibitions on abortion after the first
three months of pregnancy. In fact,
in 2005 alone, over 50 state laws
were passed containing some kind
of restriction on abortion on
demand.

Even more encouraging is
recent data that shows a decline in
support for legal abortion among
young adults. UCLA conducts a
nationwide poll on incoming
freshmen every fall. In 1992, 67
percent of incoming freshmen said
that they believed abortion should
be legal. By 2004, the number had
declined to 54 percent, the lowest
number since the question began
to be asked in 1977. 

Among young women this
trend also seems to be taking hold
in a significant way. In 2005,
Glamour magazine featured an
article called “The Mysterious
Disappearance of Young Pro-
Choice Women.” It lamented the
dramatic decline in support for
legal abortion among young
women. In 2003, a CBS/New York
Times poll found that only 35 per-
cent of young women aged 18-29
thought that abortion should be
available to anyone who wants it.
In 1993, the same question got 50
percent support. 

The article went on to quote
Alexander Sanger of Planned
Parenthood. “I’ve seen the num-
bers and I find them unbelievably
shocking. Isn’t it obvious that
young women have to be at the
forefront of fighting for their
reproductive rights, because
they’re the ones who need them.” 

Even the staunchest abortion
advocates seem to be picking up
on the public’s discomfort with
abortion and following suit in the
way they market themselves. For
example, Ramesh pointed out that
the acronym NARAL used to
stand for the “National Association
for the Repeal of Abortion Laws.”

Once abortion became legal,
NARAL decided that its name
now stood for the “National
Abortion Rights Action League.”
In recent years, the organization

simply goes by the name
“NARAL Pro-Choice America,” in
which the acronym NARAL no
longer stands for anything at all.
Ramesh commented on this telling
trend by noting deftly: “Abortion
has become the right that dare not
speak its name.” 

A notable and disturbing excep-
tion to this declining support for
the culture of death is the erosion
of opposition to embryonic stem
cell research. Several prominent
members of Congress who have
strong pro-life records neverthe-
less have become supporters of
federally funding stem-cell
research which involves the
destruction of embryonic human
beings. 

In addition, according to a
Newsweek poll conducted this past
summer, 48 percent of respondents
favor federal funding for embryon-
ic stem-cell research, while 40 per-
cent oppose it. Of those who
oppose it, almost half cite religious
and moral concerns, while slightly
more than half believe that such
research is not a good use of gov-
ernment funds. We can only hope
that if moral conviction does not
turn the tide of this debate, the
sheer lack of success will. 

Ramesh pointed out that Arthur
Kaplan, who is a strong proponent
of embryonic stem-cell research,
predicts that public opinion will
probably turn against this research
unless it produces significant
results in the next few years. This
scenario is not likely, since embry-
onic stem-cell research has not yet
yielded a single successful treat-
ment, while adult stem-cell
research has yielded successful 72
treatments and counting.

This Respect Life Sunday, let
us count ourselves blessed to
belong to a church that stands so
proudly and so firmly in defense
of every innocent human being.
Let us recommit ourselves to liv-
ing this vision and lifting it up to
our fellow Americans, that our
nation will one day definitively
cross the threshold into the cul-
ture of life.

B Y  L I S A  E V E R E T T

Lisa Everett is the co-director of
the Office of Family Life,
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend.

Protecting children

Respect Life Sunday, on the first weekend of
October, falls near the Oct. 4 feast of St.
Francis of Assisi, named the patron saint of

the environment by Pope John Paul II in 1979. St.
Francis can inspire us to reflect anew on the ways
our attitudes, uses, and abuses of creation affect the
poor and vulnerable, especially our children both
before and after birth. 

Protecting human life 
and caring for creation

As Catholics we are called to protect human life,
to care for others, and to respect God’s gift of cre-
ation. The church’s call to respect human dignity
and promote the common good of the entire human
family, beginning with the most vulnerable, leads it
to champion unborn children’s right to live.

In their 1991 statement “Renewing the Earth,”
the U.S. Catholic bishops remind us that:

(We) are charged with restoring the integrity of
all creation. We must care for all God’s creatures,
especially the most vulnerable. How, then, can we
protect endangered species and at the same time be
callous to the unborn, the elderly or disabled per-
sons? Is not abortion also a sin against creation? If
we turn our backs to our own unborn children, can
we truly expect that nature will receive respectful
treatment at our hands? The care of the earth will
not be advanced by the destruction of human life at
any stage of development. As Pope John Paul II
has said, “protecting the environment is first of all
the right to live and the protection of life.”

— quoting Oct. 16, 1991 homily of Pope John
Paul II at Quiaba, Mato Grosso, Brazil

Children deserve special protection for they are
the most innocent and vulnerable among us. Yet
while it is easier today than decades ago to protect
children from environmental toxins, the risk of expo-
sure to so many more untested synthetic chemicals is
a challenge for scientists and for parents who are ulti-
mately responsible for figuring out how best to pro-
tect their children from before birth into adulthood.

Among the most susceptible to environmental
hazards are children, born and unborn. In the womb,
especially, they face a disproportionate threat to their
neurological development from environmental toxins
like mercury and lead.

Exposure to air pollutants and toxins is also signif-
icantly more harmful to children than to adults. Their
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exposed to environmental 
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